
The Ants & the Grasshopper

One bright day in late autumn a
family of Ants were bustl ing about in the
warm sunshine, drying out the grain they
had stored up during the summer, when a
starving Grasshopper, his f iddle under his
arm, came up and humbly begged for a bite
to eat.

"What!" cried the Ants in surprise,
"haven't you stored anything away for the
winter? What in the world were you doing
all  last summer?"
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"I didn't have time to store up any
food," whined the Grasshopper; "I was so
busy making music that before I knew it
the summer was gone."

The Ants shrugged their shoulders in
disgust.

"Making music,  were you?" they
cried. "Very well ;  now dance!" And they
turned their backs on the Grasshopper and
went on with their work.

There's a time for work and a time for play.
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THE RAT AND THE TOAD 

an African Fable, retold by Rev. S. W. Koelle 

 

The rat one day said to the toad: "I can do more than you; for you do 
not know how to run. You do nothing but hop—that is the only way 
you can run!" 

When the toad heard these words of the rat, he said to him: "We will 
see whether you can do more than I. Tomorrow I will do something; if 
you can do it without anything happening to you, then I will admit that 
you can do more than I." 

The rat agreed to the toad's proposal. 

The next day the toad waited until noon, when the sun was overhead 
and all the workmen went to sit down in the shade of a tree to eat 
their luncheon. Then he hopped over to the men and passed in and 
out among them. 

"See that toad!" said one of the men; but no one wanted to touch him. 

Then the toad hopped back to the rat. 

"You saw what I did," said he. "Now you do the same." 

The rat laughed at such a simple task, and ran at once across to the 
tree where the men were sitting in the shade. 

But when the men saw him they exclaimed, "Here is a rat!" and they 
grabbed up sticks and tried to kill him. The poor rat barely managed 
to escape, and ran back, all bruised and sore, to where the toad was 
waiting. 

"Brother Toad," said he, "I thought that I could do more than you; but 
you have shown me that you can indeed do more than I!" 

No one can excel in every way. 

 

 


