Introduction:
Several years ago I became interested in studying the origins of the Zodiac,
as well as the convergence of Eastern and Western astrology systems. Now,
I have decided to publish my thoughts and findings on the matter.
This study is equally for the "Sidereal is the Correct Zodiac" enthusiasts,
who claim Vedic astrology is using the “correct” zodiac. It is also for the
newly emerging "Tropical Zodiac Vedic astrology " enthusiasts, who now
assert the Sidereal Zodiac is a mistake of the Dark ages, the Indians lost
knowledge of the precession of the Zodiacs, and on and on.
So, let's jump in here.
1. What are the Two Zodiacs being discussed?
There are two main ways of dividing up the sky. One is based on the stars
and the other is based on the seasons. Astrologically speaking, the stellar
based Zodiac is mainly used in Indian (Vedic) astrology, while the Seasonal
based zodiac is mainly used in Western astrology. Interestingly, the term
“Zodiac” is from a Greek word that means “circle of animals”. The Indian
word for the Zodiac is “Chakra” (Wheel) and collectively the Zodiac signs
are called “Rashis” (loosely “Heaps”).
The Zodiac in these two main systems of astrology consist of 12, 30 degree
sections of the sky. The 30 degrees approximate a lunar cycle - and the
distance traveled by the earth around the Sun in one lunar cycle.
As such, the Astrology signs show a connection between the Sun, Moon and
earth.
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2. What is astrology?
Let's try to answer the question “what is astrology”?
At the beginning of 2008 I began teaching and astrology style I called
“Universal astrology”. Actually, it is a pure form of Vedic astrology, based
on drilling down into Vedic principles.
I called it Universal astrology because all
healing systems and astrology systems are
based on the same “universal” principles.
These include, the 5 elements, the 3
qualities of nature (body, mind, spirit), the
4 stations in life, etc. In fact, not only are
all astrology systems based on the same
principles, all healing systems are.
At that time I also reframed and redefined
astrology itself as “the study of the divine
universe which creates beings and
experiences”. Astrology is actually sacred astronomy, as the mystical
relationship between the Sun, Moon and Earth is the reason for life on
Earth.
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“Astrology” is often discussed as a particular “system” or another.
For example, there are many astrologers in the West who flatly state
“Astrology is not a science because the scientific community will never
accept it”. This is a deep cultural bias about astrology - a Western bias.
Meanwhile in 2011, the Supreme Court of India declared astrology to be a
science. When Westerners say “astrology will never be a science” and
Indians say “astrology is a science”, they are actually talking about their
system, not the pure astrology I am discussing.
There are some, especially in the West, who say things like “man invented
astrology”. This seems true if you define astrology as “astrology systems”.
Yes, human beings invented astrology systems. But human beings did not
invent the universe. Man did not invent the divine universe that creates
beings and experiences.
Astrology is much bigger than any one system or narrow application /
interpretation of any one teaching or its culture. It is vast and can include
many, many things - some of which do not even include erecting an
astrology chart, let alone squabbles over Zodiacs.
So for the sake of this discussion, astrology is the study of the universe, as
everything that occurs, happens in the universe. Different cultures
explained and interpreted this divine power through the language and
symbols of their culture, just like different cultures have different ways of
interpreting God and consciousness. We call them “Religions”.
In that example, when trying to understand God or consciousness in a
larger sense, and across different systems, we have to be careful not get too
caught up with any one religion - using one bias or frame to speak for them
all.
3. Observable science
Underneath it all, astrology is an
observable science. The more we
understand the astronomy, the way
the planets move, our relationship
to them, etc.–the more we can make
sense of astrological movements
and indicators. We need to keep this
in mind as we dissect the sticky and
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tricky question of the zodiacs.
It is easy in retrospect to look back on the words of ancient astrologers and
writers and infer something that was not intended.
We must always remember the observational empiricism of astrology and
defer towards this “observable stance” as a default assumption.
If we read something from an ancient text, we must assess it first based on
the observable sky at the time it was written – not the current sky 2,000
years later.
It also must be noted at the outset of this study that from a point of
observation, both zodiacs occupied the same portion of space in the ancient
sky. Both Zodiacs were aligned. The sky observed by ancient Indian
scholars (Varahamihira and the Yavanas) and Greek Scholars (Ptolemy)
was one where the Sidereal and Tropical Zodiacs were one.
That sky of 2,000 years ago is the same sky used in Vedic astrology. But for
instance, Western astrology still uses the delineations of the astrology signs
from the time of Ptolemy, which refer to a sky that no longer exists.
There is no debate about this point.
4. The Big Question: Which Zodiac is Right?
A: They both are.
Read on.
5. Research and the RAS Effect
There's a portion of the human brain called the reticular activating system.
This is the part of the brain that allows us to see what we are looking for.
It's this part of the brain that accounts for the phenomena of noticing
what's important to us. For instance, if you're thinking of buying a new car,
and suddenly you become interested in a Mercedes-Benz, suddenly you will
start noticing Mercedes-Benz cars everywhere. Is that because suddenly
there are more Mercedes-Benz cars, or suddenly you are noticing them?
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Obviously it's because now you're noticing them
more, due to the reticular activating system. We
need to be careful of this phenomenon when
conducting a scientific inquiry, because it can show
a deep bias toward confirming a point of view we are
looking for.
For instance, if we are trying to find evidence of
something, we may start looking for anything that
indicates that view and start imagining neutral
statements to be evidence of what we are looking
for.
More about this later.
6. Ancient Texts and the Zodiac
Now we begin the job of looking into the ancient texts and trying to
decipher how the zodiac(s) came about. I will be discussing texts from the
Babylonian culture, the Indian/Vedic culture and also the Greek writings of
Ptolemy.
Again, we will see that all ancient cultures understood about a Stellar-based
zodiac and a precessional zodiac. They discuss the zodiac of fixed stars, as
well as making reference to how the Seasonal Zodiac relates to it.
7. Mul.Apin (Babylonian) - The First Zodiac
This text originated around 1000 BC and was the 1st text that described the
Zodiac Signs as we have come to know them. There are many sections to
this text which describe different movements of the Sun, moon and other
heavenly bodies in relationship to different stars on the ecliptic.
Heliacal risings and settings of stars are also discussed relative to the
seasons. But one thing is certain - it certainly describes a Sidereal / Stellar
based Zodiac as central – with the same energies attributed to the Zodiac
signs that we attribute today.
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This text even describes the Zodiac signs in their correct order, with some
variations. A few of the names are different, but the same Signs are
described. Most are exactly the same. But for instance instead of Taurus,
the Babylonians described the "Steer of heaven”. The same is true for Virgo,
called "The Seed-Furrow". Pisces is the "Tail of the Swallow".
MUL.APIN
The Stars on the Path of the Moon
(Column IV, Lines 31 through 39)
31./32. The gods which stand on the Path of the Moon, through which the Moon
passes in the course of a month and which it touches are:
33. The Star Cluster MUL.MUL
The Steer of Heaven GU4.AN.NA
The Loyal Shepherd of Heaven
SIPA.ZI.AN.NA
The Old One SHU.GI
34. The Crooked Staff GAM
[Camelopardalis runs down to
Taurus]
The Great Twins
MASH.TAB.BA.GAL.GAL
The Crayfish AL.LUL
The Lion UR.GU.LA
35. The Seed-Furrow AB.SIN
The Scales zibanitum
The Scorpion GIR.TAB
The Fire-Arrow-Sagittarian PA.BIL.SAG
36. The Goat-Fish SUCHUR.MASH
The Great GU.LA
The "tail" of the Swallow SIM.MACH
37. Anunitum and the agrarian worker LU.CHUN.GA
38./39. Those are the gods on the Path of the Moon, through which the Moon
passes within a month, and which it touches.
* note:
http://www.oocities.org/astrologymulapin/pathofthemoon.htm
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8. Religious Indian Text - Bhagavata Purana
This is a glorious text, extolling the virtues of Lord Vishnu and chiefly the
incarnation known as "Krishna". According to the famed Indian scholar R.
c. Hazra, it was finally completed no later than the 10th Century C.E. and
probably at the end of the 6th Century C.E. It was compiled from oral
traditions and other ancient bits of stories and folklore, etc.
In this text the solstice points are tied to the constellations.
Canto 5 - Ch.21 States:
(4) When the sun enters Mesha and Tulâ [Aries and Libra, or at the equinoxes],
the days and nights are of an equal length. When it moves through the five first
ones headed by Vrishabha [Taurus] the days [first]
increase [for Taurus and Gemini] and then decrease
by half an hour every month [depending on the
latitude]. (5) When it passes the five months beginning
with Vris'cika [Scorpio] the lengthening and
shortening of the days and nights works opposite.
(6) Until the sun moves towards the south [before the
summer solstice] the days grow longer and until it
moves towards the north [before the winter solstice]
the nights get longer.”

If our reticular activating system is looking for
evidence of a tropical zodiac, we would've just
found some evidence here, especially if we are
convinced Bhagavata Purana is an infallible text akin to the word of God,
like some are. This text seems to be linking the "seasons" with the astrology
signs, in a precessional zodiac. But we have to remember a few things:
1. There is no contradiction to these statements when we remember the
time Bhagavata Purana was likely written and that astrology is based on
observation. When the Bhagavata Purana was likely written / compiled,
the Sidereal constellations of Cancer and Capricorn fell very close to the
solstice points. The only contradiction comes thousands of years later, due
to the precession.
2. Like many Indian texts, (see Surya Siddhanta section below) Bhagavata
Purana is highly romanticized, especially by those Vedic researchers /
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students who call themselves a "Vaishnav" (worshipper of Lord Krishna /
Vishnu). To them, if it is written in the Bhagavata Purnana, it is God's Law,
much like those who see “The Bible” as a Science book.
So do these passages in Bhagavata Purana prove that the ancient Vedic
astrologers were using a tropical zodiac? No way, especially in this case and
the case of all “non-scientific” writings.
This is not a science book. There are no astronomical calculations, no
astrological formulas. Observations about the Zodiacs connected to the
solstices in Bhagavata Purana prove nothing about how to practice Vedic
astrology - especially since the Solstices coincided with the same Sidereal
signs.
We will see the same “contradictory” statements by Vedic and Greek
astrologers who knew better.
*Note
Scholars such as R. C. Hazra date Bhagavata Purana to the first-half of the sixth century. ,

9. Indian Astronomy Book - Surya Siddhanta
This is often regarded as the most authoritative astronomy book used by
the ancient Indians. In it, both the Sidereal and Tropical zodiacs are
discussed accurately. Certain sections of this text also seem to give the basis
for using the tropical zodiac in Vedic astrology.
Varahamihira considered it to one of many important astronomical texts,
along with other "Siddhantas" - namely the Romaka Siddhanta, Paulisa
Siddhanta, Vasishtha Siddhanta and Paitamaha Siddhantas.
There is a high level of romanticizing about this text. It is said to be millions
of years old, and supposed to be the knowledge that the Sun God gave to an
Asura called Maya and many other fantastic / non-scientific claims and
assumptions.
The dating of this text in its original form is unknown. But it was revised
many, many times throughout history, this we know. Curiously, the section
that most heavily references the Tropical Zodiac, falls in the last chapter, at
the very end of the text, which at least to this author, seems suspect.
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Chapter 14. V.9-10 States:

“From the Sun’s entrance into Capricorn, six months are his northern progress;
so likewise, form the beginning of Cancer, six months are his southern progress.
Thence also are reckoned the seasons, the cool season and the rest each
prevailing through the two signs. These twelve, commencing with Aries, are the
months; of them make up the year.**

It was an important text, but it was not the “Bible
of Vedic Astronomy” that it is often declared to
be. As was said, Varahamihira studied it, along
with many other Siddhantas in his day. It was
revised so often that many of the sections quoted
by a scholar named u Utpala are not even found
in the current version.
There is a very interesting and informative article
on Wikipedia about the Surya Siddhanta:
"The work referred to by the title Surya Siddhanta
has been repeatedly recast. There may have been an
early work under that title dating back to the
Buddhist Age of India (3rd century BC). The work
as preserved and edited by Burgess (1860) dates to the Middle Ages. Utpala, a
10th century commentator of Varahamihira, quotes six shlokas of the Surya
Siddhanta of his day, not one of which is to be found in the text now known as
the Surya Siddhanta. The present version was modified by Bhaskaracharya
during the Middle Ages."
* Surya Siddhanta on Wikipedia:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surya_Siddhanta
** Surya Siddhanta E. Burgess Translation

10. Yavana Jataka
This is the oldest known Vedic astrology text, proper, that has been verified.
The name literally means "Astrology of the Yavanas". Some have said this
text is evidence that the Greeks brought horoscopic astrology to India. I am
not going to get into that issue here, but I mention that to give context. *
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In this text the author refers to the zodiac as beginning with Ashwini
Nakshatra, and also states the solstice points coinciding with Cancer and
Capricorn.
Here are a few direct quotes:
Chapter 79
V. 30. One should find that the northern course of the Sun begins at the
beginning of Capricorn, and the southern course at the beginning of the fourth
sign (Cancer); the first equator (crossing) in the year is at the beginning of
Aries, the second at the beginning of Libra.
59. By terrible feats of asceticism the two
Asvins learned this science from Prajapati, and
the Sun learned it from them; hence the Creator
placed the pair of horses (Asvini) at the
beginning of his head in the circle of signs
which is the body of Kala.

As in the Bhagavata Purana example above, if we are looking through the
reticular activating system, and looking for confirmation of “confusing
statements about the Zodiacs”, this would seem like proof of it – due to the
mixing of both Sidereal (fixed) and Tropical (precessional) Zodiacs.
However, if we remember the basic principle, that astrology is an
observable science, it makes perfect sense as well, as the author was simply
describing the sky at the time.
As was already said, the zodiacs were aligned at this time and occupied the
same section of sky and therefore the statement was entirely accurate based
on the Sidereal Zodiac and Tropical zodiacs at the time the text was written,
100 C.E.
* A comment in the Brihat-Samhita by Varahamihir says: "The Greeks, though foreign, must be
honored since they have shown tremendous interest in our science....." ("mleccha hi yavanah
tesu samyak shastram kdamsthitam/ rsivat te 'p i pujyante kim punar daivavid dvijah" (BrihatSamhita 2.15)).

11. Tetra Biblos
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This text is a sort of “Bible” of Western astrology. It was written by the
Greek scholar Ptolemy, also around 100 C.E. In it Ptolemy outlines the
practice of Western astrology, which includes the precessional zodiac and
many other features of the practice. He also discusses the fixed stars, and
connects them directly with the constellations, such as in these passages
from Chapter 9:
" Leo. Of the stars in Leo, two in the head are like Saturn,… The bright one in
the heart, called Regulus, agrees with Mars and Jupiter. Those in the loins,,..
Virgo. ,…that called Spica Virginis is like Venus and partly Mars,…
Scorpio. ,… the middle one of which, called
Antares, is ruddy and more luminous, are similar to
Mars and moderately to Jupiter,…

If we were to look through the reticular activating
system, trying to argue a case for Sidereal
Western astrology, we could do it based on this
text and these sections (and use the Yavana
Jataka verses as further proof!). Ptolemy is
putting the stars in the constellations themselves,
which of course is not accurate by modern,
Tropical standards. So Ptolemy is making the
same “mistake” as the Indians, only in reverse.
Regulus is no longer in Tropical Leo, it is now in
Virgo. Spica is in Tropical Libra and Antares has
been in Tropical Sagittarius for centuries, for example.
However, as with the previous examples, it is likely the Greek scholar
Ptolemy was simply describing the sky as he saw it. He obviously knew of
precession, because he discusses it earlier in the text.
12. Varahamihira - Brihat Jataka - Brihat Samhita Panchasiddhantika
These are 3 texts written by the Vedic scholar Varahamihira around the 4th
- 5th Century A.D.
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In Brihat Jataka he makes the same sort of statement that was made in
Yavana Jataka, connecting the 2 zodiac's:
"In the celestial Chakra (globe) the signs commencing with Mesha and Aswini,
are each formed by nine padams (quarters) of stars and govern the following
organs of Kalapurusha,.. ".

We must assume he is also simply describing the sky as he saw it, and not
that he was ignorant of the precession. In fact we know he was not ignorant
of precession, as in his text Brihat Samhita, Varahamihira declares:
"There was indeed a time when Dakshinayana began from the Middle of
Aslesha and Uttarayana from the commencement of Dhanishta. For it has been
stated so in ancient works.
At present, Dakshinayana (Southern Course - first day of Summer) starts from
the beginning of Cancer and the other (Northern Course - Uttarayana - first day
of Winter) from the initial point of Capricorn. This actual fact, which goes
against the old statement can be verified by direct observation."

He is clearly knowledgeable of precession, and yet makes the same general
statements as in Yavana Jataka, that connects the Nakshatra and the Rasis
to a Sidereal Zodiac. This is important.
Varahamihira knows better, and we know he knows better, yet he makes
these statements connecting the two Zodiacs anyway. In many ways, it is
slam dunk proof that the Indians were using Sidereal Zodiac and knew it.
As was said, Varahamihira also studied the Surya Siddhanta and considered
it an important text - along with four other Sidhhantas. He published the
great astronomy book "Pancha Siddhantika" (Five Siddhantas) as a
compendium of astronomical knowledge, integrating sections from the
Vedanga Jyotisha (Krishna Yajur Veda) with Greek, Roman and Indian
studies.
13. Did Ancient Astrologers Lose the Precession or are WE lost?
Some have suggested that due to Indian authors referring to the Nakshatra
based Zodiac and the Zodiac tied to the seasons as the same one, (as shown
in the verses above) they must have lost knowledge of the precession,
especially because you also see these passages in texts like Bhagavata
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Purana. But we also see the mixing of Zodiacs in Tetra Biblos, as there is an
entire section on fixed stars, tied directly to the Astrology Signs. This is also
an error (2000 years in retrospect) since the stars are no longer in the same
Tropical signs.
In the opinion of this author, it is a huge leap (if not a ridiculous one) to
think all ancient astrologers and metaphysicians from India to Greece were
unaware of the precession (a fundamental astronomical calculation)
because of such (seemingly contradictory) statements. When we drop the
bias, it is clear to see these ancient Scientists were simply describing the sky
they saw.
In India for example, the texts are loaded with references to eras thousands
of years earlier, timed to the precession such as Krittika being the first Nakshatra
and countless references to events that
happened when the Solstice points
happened at other times.
A Persistent 1500 Year Old Mistake Makara Sankranti
This is tricky stuff. As we can see, and can
measure scientifically, 2000 - 1500 years
ago, the two Zodiacs roughly occupied the
same space in the sky. The ancient
astrologers of all systems, Indian and
Greek, were describing an astrology system that worked with that sky.
As we have seen in Bhagavata Purana, Yavana Jataka and Brihat Samhita,
the "Northern Course of the Sun" (Uttarayana) was identified. The
Northern course is very important in all Cosmological systems. In the West
it is celebrated as Christmas. In India it is also celebrated, called "Makar
Sankranti" (Sun entering Capricorn). Due to the same error, but in reverse
this Solstice Celebration now takes place in the middle of January when the
Sun enters “Sidereal” Capricorn, instead of on the winter Solstice (what we
now call “Capricorn” using Tropical Zodiac).
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The Solstice points show the seasonal Zodiac. As seen by the passages
quoted above, the Northern Course coincided with Sidereal Zodiac
1500-2000 years ago.
Since Indian culture uses Sidereal zodiac, they are celebrating Makar
Sankranti when the Sun enters Sidereal Capricorn now, rather than
Tropical Capricorn.
14. Brihat Parashara Hora Sastra
This is the text many consider to be “the Bible” of Vedic astrology, as it
contains the calculations and frameworks of the entire practice, and things
not found in any other text. Although some speculate later texts such as
Yavana jataka show the origins of Vedic astrology, no serious student looks
further than Parashara (or Jaimini’s Upadesa Sutras).
Parashara was almost certainly from an earlier time, though it was lost for
(perhaps) thousands of years. Parashara makes several statements that join
the two zodiacs.
Chapter 3, v 4-6 states:
Those are called ‘Grahas’, that move through the Nakshatras in the zodiac.
The said zodiac comprises of 27 Nakshatras commencing from Ashvini.
The same area is divided in 12 parts equal to 12 ‘Rashis’ commencing from
Mesh.”
Pretty clear statement. Parashara shows he knows both Zodiacs exists –
stating the two Zodiacs occupy the “same area” – after instructing that the
planets move through the “Nakshatras in the Zodiac”.
There are other sections of Brihat Parashara that discuss Gandantha (which
connects both zodiacs) and no mention is made of the tropical zodiac or
precession or delineating a separate zodiac from the Nakshatra-based/
sidereal zodiac.
15. Nakshatra Connections to Rasis
The connection of Nakshatra's to the signs they inhabit is uncanny. It is
hard to fathom once you disconnect the Nakshatra from the signs. For
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example, currently Magha (Regulus) is no longer in the sign of Leo using
Tropical zodiac. It has moved into Virgo. This is hard to fathom when you
consider the qualities of Leo that come from Magha. It is related to the
King, on the throne, connected to his lineage. What does this have to do
with the sign of Virgo? Well, absolutely nothing.
There are many examples like this. For example, Pushya in Sidereal Cancer
- the Nakshatra related to breasts, a cow's udder, the word means "to
nourish" and to nurture. It now falls in the sign of Tropical Leo which
again, makes no sense. And we see this over and over again. Rohini has
precessed into Tropical Gemini, Swati into Tropical Scorpio, Revati into
Tropical Aries and on and on.
There's an innate connection of the Nakshatra’s to the Rasis in Vedic
astrology.
16. Mayan Cosmology
When one starts looking into
other cultures, such as the
Babylonian as we've seen, it's also
obvious that a stellar zodiac was
typically honored above all. The
Mayan people were no exception.
Most of their cosmology, and
astrology, revolves around the plane of the galaxy and their constellational
galaxy as well. Although many of their constellations were different (for
instance the stars of "Gemini", related to different stars that refer to
fornicating twin pigs), they evoked the same energy - of the divine universe
that creates beings and experiences.
17. A personal, very compelling experience with the zodiacs
At the end of 2009 I was hired to teach a Vedic astrology Certification for a
company called Astroved. This is a program run by Dr. Pillai of Chennai,
India. After hiring me, he gifted me with a Nadi Leaf reading. This is a
miraculous and incredible system of divination where a person's destiny
has been written on palm leaves thousands of years earlier - waiting for the
day when they show up to get the reading. It is not certain that your leaf
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will be there, but if it is, it will have 100% accurate information about you
and your family.
In these readings you are instructed to not offer any information, except an
answer of “yes” or “no”. Then, a series of questions are asked such as "your
father's name is so and so, your mother's name is so and so, your sister has
“X" number of kids", etc. There is a series of about 25 questions, and all of
the answers must be correct or else that is not the leaf for you.
It is absolutely remarkable to hear someone who has never met you say the
name of your father, your mother, your siblings, how many children they
have, and other remarkable details about your life.
What is equally remarkable, is after they find your “possible” life path, and
your family lineage, all of the “alternative realities” that were possible.
Meaning, there are leaves that have your parent’s names, your sister's
name, your name, as well as things that are incorrect. This leads you to
wonder, “who is that person born to my mother and father, with my name,
who did not have my life?”
These leaves, with partially correct information, are alternative destinies
that you would've had, had you been born at a different time. For example,
there was a leaf that had my father's name, my mother's name, my sister's
name, but my mother dying when I was 16 (which did not happen). That
was an alternative destiny that would have played out had I been born at
another time. So, these readings are incredibly precise.
Eventually the reader got to a leaf where everything was correct, except one
thing. The last thing they ask is your birth star and then your birth date and
time. He got to everything else, then asked my birth Nakshatra. it went like
this:
"Your Naksatra is Vishaka"
"Yes", I said.
“It is in Scorpio”, he said.
“No”, I said. “It is in Libra”.
“That's not the leaf”, he said
He was talking about sidereal zodiac. There is no doubt whatsoever in my
mind, that at least with Vedic astrology, the Sidereal zodiac is used.
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18. Conclusion and Few Indisputable Facts
As was said at the beginning, astrology is the study of the divine universe
that creates beings and experiences. Among those beings are many who will
feel more of an inner resonance with the seasonal Zodiac. To them, the
seasons and the constellations are indelibly connected. Some of them may
even practice Vedic astrology, and use a Nakshatra based stellar Zodiac,
completely independent of a Tropical based Rashi Zodiac, and that's fine.
For the rest however, the two zodiacs occupying the same portion of sky
makes perfect sense, and there is ample evidence to support the Sidereal
Zodiac as being foundational to Vedic astrology and astrology in general.
Reaching back into the mists of time, to the Babylonians, through the Vedic
and Greek era, the Sidereal Zodiac was used and referred to.
A Few Facts
a. Both Western and Vedic astrology were conceived at a time when the two
zodiacs (Seasonal and Stellar) were largely aligned, occupying the same
space in the sky. Varahamihira, Ptolemy, the Yavanas and the authors of
other important astrological texts, were looking at a sky that looks almost
exactly the way it looks today in Vedic astrology. When Ptolemy (the father
of Greek / Western Astrology) describes the effect of astrology signs, he is
referring a sky that looks like the Sidereal Zodiac used in Vedic astrology to
this day.
b. Both Zodiacs are legitimate, but used for different things. In the Western
astrology of Ptolemy, the Sidereal stars were also discussed - in spite of
favoring a Seasonal zodiac. In Vedic culture there are certain times when
we are meant to honor Seasonal phenomena - mainly on the Solstices. It is
clear that both Zodiacs schemes are to be used and honored.
c. The astrologer’s and scientists of the past knew of and used both Zodiacs.
They knew of the precession of the equinoxes, and mainly measured it
against the Zodiac of fixed stars. That includes the Babylonians and the
Greeks as well. I only state this because - oddly enough - there is a
movement among a few fringe Vedic astrology researchers to illegitimize
the Sidereal Zodiac and there have long been those who think the Seasonal
Zodiac is a mistake.
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There can be no doubt that in Vedic Astrology as we know it, Sidereal
Zodiac is to be used. Both Parashara and Varahamihira both showed that
they knew of both Zodiacs and instructed us to use a Zodiac where Stars
and Signs are aligned.
Modern Vedic astrology best reflects the sky of those who developed the
same systems we use now. This is probably why many more Western
astrologers use the Sidereal Zodiac than Vedic astrologers use the Tropical
Zodiac.
Just sayin' :)
Best Wishes,
Sam Geppi (Sadasiva)
Founder - American Academy of Vedic Art and Science
http://vedicartandscience.com
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