READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER

Practicing Gracious Apologetics ——
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This session helps believers respond to real questions
with truth, clarity, gentleness, and confidence. }
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Truth in the mind. Grace in the tone. Christ at the center. {I@,@l 1 Peter 3:15-16 « Colossians 4:5-6 }




HOW WE DEFEND THE FAITH

Our posture in apologetics
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Prepared Gentle Respectful Christ-centered

Know the truth Respond with Listen well and Keep the gospel
SO you can give kindness, not honor others, even at the heart of every
a reason for your arrogance. when we disagree. conversation.

\___hope. VR i/ U e

N 1 Peter 3:15-16 ¢
|} Colossians 4:5-6
~ 2 Timothy 2:24-26

We are not trying to win arguments.
We are trying to point people to Christ.

Truth in the mind. Grace in the tone. Christ at the center.



THREE GOOD QUESTIONS

Start here in the conversation
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What do What makes How does
you mean you think that account for
by that? the eidence?
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A good question often opens more doors than a quick answer.
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Truth in the mind. Grace in the tone. Christ at the center.

@ 1 Peter 3:15-16 « Colossians 4:5-6 J




COMPETING CLAIMS
NEED REASONS T0O

Understanding the burden of proof
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7 When someone says...
The Bible has been changed. What makes you think that?
Jesus never rose. What evidence leads you to that?
All truth is relative. Is that absolutely true?
\ God cannot exist because evil exists. How are you defining evil? )

A possible explanation is not 1 [ -I- 1 Peter 3:15-16 }

automatically a probable explanation.

Truth in the mind. Grace in the tone. Christ at the center.



SCENARIO 1: TRUTH AND WORLDVIEW

That’s true for you -
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€€ I'm glad Christianity works for you,
but you should not act like it is true

_ for everybody.
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v Clarify the claim Distinguish preference Ir\ggxfr(teznr:;daie:us’
: What exactly are w from reality ‘ realitv claim
; ‘ they saying? Preferences are valid. \ : y, S
/ | It is not just inspiring—

Trutivisabomt reality it is historically grounded.

Do you mean people should be free to believe differently,
or that contradictory claims can both actually be true?
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Christianity is not merely a preference. It makes claims about reality.
L John 14:6 - John 18:37-38 |

Truth in the mind. Grace in the tone. Christ at the center.




SCENARIOQ 2: EVIL AND SUFFERING

— How could God allow this? ———
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“T cannot believe in a

God who allows suffering like this.”
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Start with Do not answer Listen before Point to the cross
compassion grief like a debate explaining and final restoration

SUGGESTED FIRST RESPONSE
{ I’'m sorry. Would you be willing to tell me more about what happened? }

0 KEY TRUTH: Christianity does not explain suffering away. It meets it at the cross and answers it with hope.

[ Romans 8:18-25 ¢ Revelation 21:1-5 J

e T Truth in the mind. Grace in the tone. Christ at the center, ———————




SCENARIO 3: THE RESURRECTION

The disciples made it up
.l.

_, €€ The resurrection is just a story the disciples
& came up with after Jesus died. *’

Ask for evidence 0 Use the Five T’s Q Keep it brief
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[ Trial ¢ Tree < Tomb ¢ Third Day ¢ Testimony }

[ e What explanation accounts for all five better than the resurrection?

Truth in the mind. Grace in the tone. Christ at the center. { @1 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 * Acts 2:32




WHICH DOOR
DO YOU WALK THROUGH FIRST?

A mixed real-life scenario

¢ | grew up around church, but | don’t really buy it anymore.
Every religion claims to be true. Christians can’t explain suffering.
And honestly, the resurrection sounds impossible. ??
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What issue would
you address first?

—
€ What question J [ How would you

» would you ask? keep Christ central?
J
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(@) Do not chase every issue at once. Find the real barrier.
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@) Colossians 4:5-6 ]

Truth in the mind. Grace in the tone. Christ at the center.




.. A SIMPLE CONVERSATION PATH

A faithful way to move through the discussion
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: Answer Invite
Question Briefly Further
L ) ) [ Conversation

L One faithful step is better than a rushed Iecture.}

Point to
Christ

L‘i’ 1 Peter 3:15-16 « Colossians 4:5-6}

Truth in the mind. Grace in the tone. Christ at the center.




READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER

Closing charge
1_
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Listen Question

Point people
| well assumptions for hope to Jesus
[ We do not defend the faith to win arguments.
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We listen well, question assumptions, offer reasons for hope,

-\ 1 Peter 3:15-16
and point people toward Jesus Christ. i

¥ Colossians 4:5-6

Truth in the mind. Grace in the tone. Christ at the center.




