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The President’s Perspective for July 2018
Dear Writer’s Guild members:

Mr. Mike Wiginton has graciously accepted the interim position as President of the East Texas Writers Guild, and will
assume his duties August 1, 2018.

Speaker Schedule 2018:
August: John Moore, The Country Writer
September: Marlene Dickson—Characterization
October: Scary Stories
November: TBA
December: Christmas Party

Do you have a special subject you would like to see covered at our
monthly meetings? Let Bill Burgdorf know. It will help him to bring
speakers who will share information to broaden your writing knowledge
base

The 2018 Year is half way over and we want YOU,
our members to be thinking about what YOU
want to learn about this next year and we want
YOU to serve on the Board of the East Texas
Writers Guild.
Think about which job you would like to fill and
ask questions of the current member, then let the
Vice President or President know that you are interested in serving on the 2019 Board.
Remember, all members in good standing may attend the Business Meetings of
the Board.
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Bring Your Scary Story to Share
To The Meeting at the
Chamber of Commerce Monday,
October 8, 2018
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.Parameters for Your Story
500 Words or Less
Times New Roman
Bring Your Copy to Read and
Email a copy to janiceernest1@gmail.com
So that your story will appear in the
November newsletter.

The East Texas
Writers’ Guild Next
Chapter Newsletter is
becoming very thin
without your
contributions.
Please contribute and
help put the meat
back on the bones of
Mr. T.N. Corpse.
He would like for you
to bury him in your
contributions on: new
things you’ve learned
about writing,—a
short story you would
like to share.—announcements of
your travels,
booksignings, etc.
The Deadline for
Articles for the
November newsletter
is:
OCTOBER 13, 2018
at Midnight, The
Witching Hour.
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Thank you to all who participated on the 2018 Conference
Committee. It is because of this group working together that
ETWG is able to pull off a great conference every year.
We want to invite each of you members who would like to
help to let April Coker know and she will put your name on
the committee.
Your participation makes a big difference and brings members
closer together. So jump in now and let April know that you
want to swim with the conference committee.Your help will be appreciated.

If you have good news to share, a new book, a new life, etc.
Please send an email to janiceernest1@gmail.com by the
deadline. She will be glad to put your news into the TNC for
all to see and celebrate with you.

REVISE
REad
REVIew
SEt it straight

Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however, ETWG encourages you to become a member in order
to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events.
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I just love Fall, leaves to play
in, earthworms to roll on and
perfume myself and most of
all—-all of you writers with
your hot cups of coffee dropping cookie crumbs on the
floor for me to eat. What an
awesome treat! The sugar
rush is divine!
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Making Your Manuscript Print Ready. By Janice Ernest
How do I format my work so I can put it on Amazon/Kindle?
A: It is easiest to start your manuscript out in a default paragraph and indented
style this is accomplished on Microsoft word in the following way:
Go into your toolbar and click on the small white square located under the ¶
mark. Click on the small white box.

A drop down screen will come down.
Formatting Your Manuscript Continued
Once you click on the little square you will get a drop down screen that looks like the one on
the right.
Under General:
Alignment should be left
Outline Level: Body Text
Indentation
Click on special then in the blank click on the arrow and a drop down screen will appear,
Click First line and in the square that says by: you want to put 0.5”
Next:
Under spacing
Before: o
After 0
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Making Your Manuscript Print Ready continued

Line spacing: Double when you are first writing. Once manuscript is completed and edited
and ready to publish you will make this single spaced.
Then Click OK at bottom of page. Screen will close.
Taking this action will insure manuscript is in proper format to print.
If you set these settings as your default at the beginning of your work, then each time you
enter the file it is already set up for your work to continue within those orders.
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Marlene Dickson Speaks to the ETWG and gives great pearls of wisdom on characterization
September 25, 2018
Patricia LaVigne

Marlene Dickson is one of those multi-talented people with a people-oriented personality who lights up
the room when she enters. Marlene was the guest speaker at the September meeting of East Texas Writers
Guild. She left a lasting impression on just what an author needs to consider when determining characters
for a story.
Marlene is an actress, writer, producer, director, and speaker who works with actors in the Tyler Civic
Theater. She brings a wealth of experience to the world of drama and creative writing.
Her analogy of a “Writer is to the Audience what the Director is to the Character” summarizes all the
points she considers important in building a character. In drama, the actor must assume the character’s
personality, his habits, his idiosyncrasies. How can he do this unless the creator of the character “paints” a
verbal picture of what he envisions this character to be? So must the author do the same for building the
characters in his story. Complexity creates dimension, and we want our characters three-dimensional, not
flat.
Marlene discussed the use of a stick figure to illustrate the questions she asks herself when developing
a character by emphasizing the Physical, Biological, Psychological, Emotional, Social, Economical, Spiritual, and Moral aspects of the character. Simply stated the creator must effectively consider how the
character thinks, how he sees, hears, smells, tastes, and touches. Questions to consider are:
What thoughts are circling in the character’s brain?
How does the character see the world? Himself? His family?
What is his pace of speech? Does he have an accent? What little sayings does he habitually use? What
does he want to say? How does he say it?
What burdens does he carry? How do they affect his posture? His walk? His movements?
What is he hanging on to that he doesn’t want to let go of?
What does he care about the most?
What obstacles does he encounter?
What causes him to move forward? What are his most wanted desires?
What is his Achilles heel—his chief weakness?
What are his roots (where he comes from)?
In the end, she gave us a prompt to develop in 5 minutes. Choose a character. Answer the following questions:
Who? (gender, nationality, age, occupation, interest, hobbies, personal traits)
What?
When? (era, year, season)
Where? (origin of birth, present location)
Why?
AN ADDITIONAL MOTIVATION OF DEVELOPING A CHARACTER: BECOME YOUR CHARACTER
IN DIFFERENT SITUATIONS. That becomes a different challenge which may bring a better character to
your story.
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Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2018
January 2018
December 15, 2017
February 2018
January 13, 2018
March 2018
February 20, 2018
April 2018
March 17, 2018
May 2018
April 14, 2018
June 2018
May 12, 2018
July 2018
June 16, 2018
August 2018
July 14, 2018
September 2018 August 18, 2018
October 2018
September 15, 2018
November 2018
October 13, 2018
December 2018
November 17, 2018
January 2019
December 15, 2018
TNC Submission Guidelines
Announcement of New Books:
Send jpeg of cover and headshot with 100 word Microsoft word information about book
(preferably a review) to be placed on Congratulations page.
For Articles on Writing or Events in East Texas: 400 words Microsoft word or less with photos jpeg
Use 12 Font Times New Roman
0.5” paragraph indentions
Submit all to: janiceernest1@gmail.com
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East Texas Writers’
Guild
P.O. Box 10074
Tyler TX 75711
etwgmembers@hotmail.com
www.etwritersguild.org

TNC
Submission Guidelines and deadlines
All submitted data must be received by the last Monday of the
month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear.
 Length —up to 500 words.
 Format—single space, indent paragraphs 0.3,
 Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman
 Photos—jpeg with caption instructions
 Send to :
etwgmembers@hotmail.com
ETWG Membership Application

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________
Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________
E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Areas of writing interest:
(mark all that apply)

Regular Membership:

Fiction: Fantasy

Horror
 Mainstream 
Romance 
Historical 
Contemporary 
Science Fiction 
Suspense  Westerns

Childrens/Young adult ____ 
Non-Fiction

Poetry

Screen Play

Other: ________________ 

Student Membership:

Aspiring



$18.00





Send completed form along with
appropriate dues to:
Treasurer, ETWG

PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711
Register and Pay On Line at
www.etwritersguild.org,
Office Use Only:
Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $
______________







Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00


Published

$ 24.00

 Check #: ____________
Entered into data base

Cash:

by:_______________________

Opinions expressed in The Next Chapter are those of the respective contributors only

