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 The President’s Perspective for July 2018 
 
   Dear Writer’s Guild members:  
 

    Mr. Mike Wiginton has graciously accepted the interim po-
sition as President of the East Texas Writers Guild, and will 
assume his duties August 1, 2018. 

 

Speaker Schedule 2018: 

August: John Moore, The Country Writer 

September: Marlene Dickson—Characterization 

October: Scary Stories 

November: TBA 

December: Christmas Party 

Do you have a special subject you would like to see covered at our 
monthly meetings? Let Bill Burgdorf know. It will help him to bring 
speakers who will share information to broaden your writing knowledge 
base 
 

 

 

 

The 2018 Year is half way over and we want YOU, 

our members to be thinking about what YOU 

want to learn about this next year and we want 

YOU to serve on the Board of the East Texas 

Writers Guild. 

 

Think about which job you would like to fill and 

ask questions of the current member, then let the 

Vice President or President know that you are in-

terested in serving on the 2019 Board. 

 

Remember, all members in good standing may attend the Business Meetings of 

the Board. 



 

“THE POWER OF THE PEN” 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE by April Nunn Coker 

 

 
 

 

 

ETWG’s 15th annual conference, held at TJC West Campus July 15, could not have been better, in the words 
of member Royal Daniel.  Fifty-five attendees from all over Texas and as far away as Oklahoma were treated 
to a day of speakers on the topics of memoir writing, narrative point-of-view, setting the scene, and marketing.   

 ETWG’s own Caleb Pirtle stepped in for Debra Winegarten, who 
couldn’t make it due to health issues.  Caleb mesmerized the audience with 
a presentation titled, “Memoir:  The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly.”  Partici-
pants learned that every piece of writing is a memoir of sorts, since writing 
comes from the past experiences of the author.  

 Next, Dr. Roger Leslie spoke on 
“Narrative Point of View, A Different 
Perspective.”  He explained the different 
points of view in writing and the im-
portance of the writer choosing a point of 
view and keeping it consistent through-
out  the  work.  

       

 

 

The first afternoon speaker was John Foxjohn, who spoke on “The Heart 
of the Story” about the importance of setting the scene for a story.  He 
used visuals to illustrate his point and emphasized how the setting is cru-
cial to the tone of a story. 

 .” 
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“THE POWER OF THE PEN” 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE Continued 
 

Finally, B. Alan Bourgeois of the Texas Association of Authors brought a 
presentation titled “Marketing Renegade Style,” in which he urged writers 
to “think outside the box” and do the unconventional when it comes to 
marketing their work.  He cited authors who dress in the same outfits for 
every book signing or use props at their author tables, and he even applied 
colored hair spray to his own hair to help make him unforgettable. He 
ended his presentation with the audience on their feet moving to a lively 
video and singing “hey, hey, be a renegade. 

 Attendees were given an hour to eat lunch from Jason’s Deli, visit the 
author and presenter tables, and network with one another.  Multiple door 
prizes were given away, including a gift basket of books and supplies 
from author Jamie Jones, four Dinners with an Author, several hardcover 
books by Caleb Pirtle, books by Charlotte Canion, free ETWG member-
ship, free 2019 conference registration, Kindle, and Kindle Fire and 
$35.00 and Dinner for two at Panera Bread by Jan Distributing, LLC..   

 The conference committee hosted a pre-conference Meet and Greet at 
Rudy’s BBQ Friday evening for the speakers.  It was a night of good barbecue 
and conversation and helped break the ice for the speakers. 

 

 Tee shirts were also offered for purchase before and during the conference.  
Shirts were black with art depicting a stack of books and saying, “I Write: 
What’s Your Superpower?”  The ETWG logo was also printed on one sleeve.   

  

Conference chair April Coker wishes to 

thank the conference committee for 
their outstanding work in making this 
year’s conference a successful one.  

Committee members include Bill Burgdorf, Janice Ernest, Marilyn 
Grounds, Nancy Hudgins, Nancy Larson, Patricia La Vigne, Roger 
Middleton, Lorna Penland, Lynn Pinkerton, Caleb Pirtle, and Linda 

Pirtle. 
 

 

 

April Coker is the author of: 

Both of which can be found       

on Amazon.com. You can fol-

low her on Amazon        

at April Nunn Coker 



Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Thank you to all who participated on the 2018 Conference 

Committee. It is because of  this group working together that 

ETWG is able to pull off a great conference every year. 

 

We want to invite each of you members who would like to 

help to let April Coker know and she will put your name on 

the committee.  

 

Your participation makes a big difference and brings members 

closer together. So jump in now and let  April know that you 

want to swim with the conference committee. Your help will be appreciated. 

 

 

If you have good news to share, a new book, a new life, etc. 

Please send an email to janiceernest1@gmail.com  by the 

deadline. She will be glad to put your news into the TNC for 

all to see and celebrate with you. 

 

 

 

 

REVISE 

REad 

REVIew 

SEt it straight 



Four ETWG Authors receive Awards at banquet in Las Colinas held by 

the Texas Association of Authors 
The weekend of July 27-29, Texas Association of Authors held its 2nd Annual Marketing Event at the Mar-

riott Hotel in Las Colinas, TX. The winners from this year’s Writer’s Contest received their prestig-
ious awards at the Celebration of Authors Gala on July 28th.  

Four members of ETWG received their First Place award. 

 

Friday and Saturday were filled with workshops and breakout ses-

sions designed to assist authors to learn new ways to better mar-

ket themselves and their books in the ever-changing world of pub-

lishing. 

The sessions were informative and well attended. 

 

 

 

Patricia Wells - The Eyes of the Doe - Family Life Inspirational/Spiritual 

Caleb Pirtle III - Backside of Blue Moon - Historical Fiction 
Small Town category 

Linda Pirtle - Deadly Dominoes - Cozy Mysteries category 

William Burgdorf - The Arizonan - Historical Western 
category 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday evening a cocktail hour followed by gala banquet recognized the 2018 winner of 
multiple genre of writing. 

Authors had submitted their books a few months prior to the meeting and following review and 
critiques, winners were announced.  

Approximately fifty-two authors were recognized with medals and certificates recognizing their 
work as BEST in its category.  

Texas Authors membership is currently three hundred and twenty-five authors from the State of 
Texas.  
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Have You Met ETWG Member Christopher J. Thomasson? If not, take the time to 

read this Article about Him and Next Time you See Him Shake His Hand and     

Introduce Yourself. 

 

 He was born in Honolulu, Hawaii in 1972. His family permanently set-

tled in the piney woods of East Texas when he was two years old and 

he discovered a love for reading and writing at a very young age. Until 

recently, however, He only ever wrote for himself, his family, and his 

closest friends. 

 

In April 2013, at the age of 40, he suffered a mild heart attack while on 

the tennis court. Within a couple of days, he was undergoing triple-

bypass surgery. Because of his love for tennis and the increased active 

lifestyle the sport provided, the doctors informed him of a miracle-

with the clotting in his veins, his heart created new vessels to 

transport blood to those areas that were being depleted...and as a re-

sult of those new vessels, his heart had sustained no damage! 

 

As a result of this experience, he realized that he had more to add to this life than merely existing. 

 

“-I have a story to share...a lot of stories to share! I love the challenge of writing outside just one or two gen-

res. Many of my early short stories and poetry compositions include fantasy, science fiction, romance, and 

horror. I am a very descriptive writer-in other words, I take pride in being able to use adjectives to paint pic-

tures with my words: but not so much that I slow down the pace.” 

 

He lives in Tyler, Texas with my beautiful wife Debra. They have two children, Camron and Megan; and three 

grandchildren, Braydon, Cheyenne, and Brooklynn. 

 

Below and on the next page is information about the books he has written. 

 

Published June 2018 

 

 

Welcome to SpiralArt. Coloring is a relaxing experience and inside these 

covers, you will find more than 50 illustrations ready for your colored pen-

cils, pastels, or crayons.  
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Christopher J.  Thomasson Continued 

 
Sometimes in life, people are given a rare gift—a gift of foresight, of premoni-

tion—a sixth sense that goes far beyond what we can feel, touch, see, or smell. 

In some cases, these individuals are born with their abilities; they grow up with 

it, nurture it, it’s a part of them and they know no difference. However, in 
some cases, such as with private investigator Joseph Beck, these gifts are be-

stowed unexpectedly—and the results are such that those gifts are miscon-

strued as curses. A haunting memory of childhood tragedy plagues Joe’s sleep, 

and with every waking moment, his curse, his ability to see into the spirit 

realm, threatens to rear its ugly head. To compound his mental anguish, Joe 

finds himself as the target of a serial killer with a personal vendetta. Now, 

forced to face more than just his own internal demons, Joe sets out on an in-

vestigation with the local police to find the serial killer before everything Joe 

loves is destroyed. Forced to face his darkest fears, Joe confides in a local pas-

tor to help him come to terms with his abilities as his search for the killer 

brings him closer and closer to his own spiritual awakening—an enlightening 

that helps him realize his supposed curse is, in fact, a gift from God. Average 

Joe, a thrilling roller coaster ride of suspense, is the debut novel by Christopher J. Thomasson. Played out in 

the mid-sized city of Roseland, Texas, Average Joe delivers colorful characters, a twisting turning plot, and a 

breathtaking ending that will leave readers wanting more.  

 

“ 

Who are you?” you might ask of me. “Well,” I answer, “I am nobody.” Now 

why would I say something like that? Believe me, it is certainly not to discour-

age you from reading or to indicate that I do not have some sort of message to 

convey; but it is to let you know that, while we are strangers to one another 

(and I am not just referring to the writer/reader relationship, but to any 

stranger-to-stranger relationship) each of us has a story to tell...a testimony, if 

you will. I Am Nobody is my personal testimony and my only goal is to reach 

that one person out there that does not know the Lord Jesus Christ as their 

own personal Savior. Yes, you read that correctly: One person. Why just one 

person, you ask? Because the Bible charges us with spreading the word of 

Christ’s death and resurrection to others and we are never promised or guar-

anteed a large audience. So, I have a target of one individual. Big aspirations, 

huh? Where the kingdom of God is concerned, one individual might be all it 

takes. That one individual might end up having a large national (if not global) 

audience. And if what it takes to bring that individual to the Lord is only to 

share my testimony then that is what I will do. To that one person I am somebody.  

 

Continued on next page 
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Christopher has been writing since jr. high school. He never felt that his work 

was worthy of sharing with others; it was his personal hobby that he did strictly 

for himself and a select few of his family and friends. Not until 2013 did he feel 

that his work could be presented for more than just his own enjoyment; it was 

then he decided he would like to share his imagination with others. While many 

of the poems are religiously inspired, Christopher likes to draw his inspiration 

from as many sources as possible, and this collection holds true to that theme. 

The varying topics, subjects, and stories within these pages will appeal to any 

reader. From the tears of Mary Magdalene, to the the flights of dragons, to a 

lone vampire thirsting to feed-this book holds a variety of free-verse poetry, 

commentaries, and short stories written over the past fifteen years that he 

hopes will inspire all who read it.  

 

 

 

 

Robert Daley (a soldier stationed in the Middle East) and Paul Gest (a seven-

teen-year-old gamer) share something in common - they are both pawns in a 

government advanced weaponry prototype. Unable to work out the bugs in the 

software, General Aaron Singleton begins to take drastic measures to keep his 

weapons system alive...he's willing to try anything to maintain government fund-

ing, and that means using the minds of young children and the refurbished bod-

ies of fallen military hero's. Together, Robert and Paul work to end the Gen-

eral's plans but in order to do that, they must first survive The Game.  

 

 

 

 

 

What is Micropoetry? Simply put, micropoetry is a genre of poetic verse charac-

terized by its brevity. The poems contained within this book were written using 

prompts supplied by several Twitter users. The challenging task of micropoetry 

is not just writing a poem of less than 140 characters (the limits of a single 

Tweet on Twitter), but using a prompt to write a poem that stands alone and 

tells a complete story in such a small space. As a writer, including such detail in a 

short space yet telling a story is great practice that spills over into prose. Sen-

tences and paragraphs develop richer detail, becoming something much more 

appealing and read-worthy. The micropoems in this book are presented to en-

tertain and transport the reader, however briefly, beyond everyday reality. From 

love and faith, mortality and grace, vampire to werewolf, and zombies in be-

tween, within this mountain of stones, the reader is sure to find more than a few 

nuggets of gold.  
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Christopher J. Thomasson continued . As was said at the beginning of this article about 

Chris Thomasson, “if you are not familiar with him or his work, check out some of his books. 

I know he would love to receive your review of any one of these listed on the previous pages.  

 

In the meantime:  

 

****Congratulations Christopher on the new Coloring Book**** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S. All of his books are available on Amazon and Kindle 
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Nancy Larson has a new release: 

The Rain Man Murders 
N. E. Brown is an award-winning author and has published over eight novels. 

Her lifelong interest in Texas history inspires her to create true-to-life fictional 

characters from the past. The Galveston, 1900, Indignities Series, is a six-book 

series that takes you on a journey through Texas history, as seen through the 
eyes of a young English woman 

 

Carson Chance, P. I., Over the Edge, and The Rain Man Murders are Mrs. 

Brown’s latest Romantic Suspense novels and place you in the crossfires of 

solving crimes in the 1960’s and 1970’s in Dallas, Texas. She is currently writ-

ing book two in her Carson Chance series. 

Mrs. Brown lives in East Texas with her husband and continues to write histor-

ical fiction. She believes that life is an adventure, and behind every experience 

is a story that waits to become her next novel.  

 

 

1972, DALLAS, TEXAS  

Pounding rains flooded the rivers, streams, and lakes in Dallas, Texas, depress-

ing the city, darkening the days, and leading to murder. Detective Mark Wilder 

had been weathering some storms of his own for a long time. The loss of his 

beloved several years ago remained stained deep into his heart. Detective Wil-

der was good at his job and then the storms came. The first body was found on 

the banks of the Trinity River, the rain wiping away any hopes of clues to the 
murderer. 

One morning at a café, Mark meets Sarah Mason, a legal secretary, and is in-

stantly drawn to her. Is it a coincidence she leads him to his first key piece of 

evidence? Before he can find out, another corpse is found on the banks of 

Bachman Lake. Again, the evidence is washed away by severe thunderstorms 

the previous night.  

Sarah’s volunteer work at Calvary Baptist Church’s thrift shop connects her to 

the case. Her co-worker at the thrift shop may also, but Mark’s concern has more to do with the man’s abu-

sive background and his unholy fascination with Sarah. Is he the man stalking her? 

Although his and Sarah’s relationship deepens, and sparks fly, he can’t completely rule out her involvement. 

Especially when a third murder occurs on another rainy night and more evidence is discovered at the church. 

Mark must solve these murders. He must stop whoever is murdering members of Calvary Baptist, and he 

must still the storms in his heart. He’s convinced of the first two, but even he wouldn’t bet on the last one 

 

****Congratulations Nancy on this newest addition to your work.****.  

 

Check out the rest of her books on the next few pages. 
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After arriving in Galveston, Texas, from England, at the turn of the century, a young 

courageous fifteen year-old girl old, Catherine Eastman must face a new life in an 

orphanage after her mother is murdered by a drifter shortly after they arrive. The 

drifter, David Brooks, has his own dark past and a passion for prostitutes and beauti-

ful women and often leaves them dead. A young man, ten years older than Cathe-

rine, gets permission to marry her and take her from the orphanage on her sixteenth 

birthday. Love and passion ignite as the two fall in love. Catherine becomes Brooks' 

next conquest, and after he abducts and violates her, he is caught and sent to a pris-

on farm. All of this is happening while the city of Galveston is blithely unaware of the 

devastation that waits in the near future. By 1900, a monstrous hurricane is brewing 

in the gulf that will kill thousands and threaten to wipe the city off the map forever.  

The physical and emotional journey of Catherine Merit continues in Book 2 of the 

Indignities Trilogy. A must read historical fiction packed with dark suspense, emo-

tion and romance. Following the aftermath of the Galveston Storm, Catherine Merit 

is faced with new dangers. After putting her past behind her, a year later, Cathe-

rine is again recaptured by villain, David Brooks, and taken to Beaumont, Texas, to 

start a new life as Brook's mail order, mute wife. Oil at Spindletop is discovered 

and the small town's growth provides a good living for them as the undertakers. 

Nine months later Catherine's first son is born and she must leave him at a con-

vent, afraid Brooks will kill him, too. The townspeople of Beaumont get fed up 

with Brooks's underhanded dealings and his cheating leads to his death. Catherine 

is befriended by a handsome oil scout, Alex Cooper, and he saves her life. Once 

Catherine is free, she returns to Galveston only to learn that her husband, John 

Merit, had her declared dead, and married an older socialite who likes to spend 

his money. Complications arise and Catherine is faced with new issues as she tries 

to begin her life alone at the age of twenty with two sons. Catherine and Alex fi-

nally marry, but more tragic circumstances threaten their future and leave Cathe-

rine faced with trying to deal with the indignities of her past and the future of her 

children. 

Emotionally and physically drained of energy after being in captivity for almost two 

years, Catherine Merit's struggles to rebuild her and her children's lives, continue in 

Book 3 of the Indignities Trilogy. After her first husband, John Merit, dies of a terminal 

disease, Alex Cooper, her second husband, who suffered a gunshot wound to his head, 

loses his memory and asks to have their marriage annulled, even though she is preg-

nant with their third child. She is befriended by a young doctor, Samuel Allen, who de-

livers her third child and their love blossoms as they begin an on again, off again heated 

love affair. Catherine returns to medical school and graduates in the top five percent 

of her class. While working at St. Mary's Hospital, gossip and rumors about her ill-fated 

past cause her to be discharged from the hospital where she works. Unable to find 

work in Galveston, she moves to the small town of Rosenberg, Texas, and opens a 

clinic. She meets a powerful man named Michael Atwood, who's interested in finding 

out about Catherine's past. After moving, she discovers Alex Cooper is now married 

to Atwood's sister, and also lives in the same town. Trying to balance life with her chil-

dren, being the town's new doctor, and keeping her past a secret, she find's new chal-

lenges await...   
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The epic journey of Catherine Merit continues as she struggles to build her medical 

practice and raise her children alone in Rosenberg, Texas. She is engaged to her lover, 

Dr. Samuel Allen, who is a resident at Houston General Hospital, but she cancels their 

wedding after finding that he has been unfaithful. She longs to return to Galveston and is 

tempted when her old house comes back on the market. Still distraught over the indigni-

ties of her past, she finds the attention from the powerful and rich Michael Atwood a 

nice distraction. Atwood has also set his sights on Catherine, and his fearless pursuit and 

demands begin to push her away. After she refuses his marriage proposal, Atwood 

schemes to make her life intolerable and interferes when she meets a new suitor. Jeal-

ousy, infidelities, and twisted fate give her reason to re-evaluate her future. Wondering if 

she will ever find love and happiness, Catherine risks everything to find her one true 

love 

 

 

 

The epic journey of Catherine Merit Matthews continues in N. E. Brown’s fifth book of 

her Galveston, 1900, Indignities series. Twenty-six year old Catherine Merit Matthews is 

beautiful, confident, newly married, and mother to four children. Although life appears 

to be perfect, old memories and scars from the past continue to haunt her. Her new 

husband, Trent Matthews, knows she is hiding shocking secrets from her past, and is 

greatly concerned now that she is pregnant with their first biological child. Coping with 

the everyday struggles of life in the early 1900’s is not easy, especially since Trent’s job 

as an oil scout causes him to travel often gone weeks at a time. Catherine, the only doc-

tor in the small town of Rosenberg, hires a French couple to assist in caring for her fam-

ily. But all is not as it should be. Without warning, two trusted friends turn their backs 

on Catherine’s family and even her husband cannot protect her from these unscrupu-

lous people. Three months after their son is born, a tragedy surfaces when he is taken 

during the night while she and Trent are celebrating their first wedding anniversary in 

Galveston. As Trent joins forces with the Texas Rangers in the pursuit of their son, it 

cracks open a vast baby-selling scheme that will impact the lives of many people. Catherine’s faith is sorely tested. Will 

she find her baby? Alive? .  

Trent Matthews, on his death bed, made one last wish: He wanted his wife, Catherine, to 

move the family back to Galveston for a fresh start. In this installment of the Galveston, 

1900, Indignities Series, Catherine has her three youngest children enrolled in school. Her 

eldest son, Daniel, has dreamed of becoming a doctor and is pursuing his dream as a med-

student in the Galveston Medical School. Her second son, Adam, seeks his independence. 

He finds a job at the shipping docks and moves to his own apartment. At the moment, 

Catherine feels that the family will have a bright, prosperous future in Galveston. Howev-

er, Catherine’s greatest secret - dormant for the past two decades – is in danger of being 

exposed when an unidentified stranger comes to Galveston. His presence threatens to 

divide her family. A young man resembling nineteen-year-old Adam creates havoc and Ad-

am bears the scars. A vulnerable nineteen-year-old girl has been lured into prostitution 

with promises of a better life. She mysteriously disappears, and because she is Adam’s 

friend, the authorities look to him for answers. Scared and on the run from the law, Adam 

goes to his birthplace in Beaumont to uncover his mother’s darkest secret. Will the sins 

of his father become an obsession? Will he eventually clear his name? Will the past return 

as a nightmare?  
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The sixties were full of hippies, hitchhiking, drugs and war.A chance meeting on a road-

trip to Dallas finds twenty-four year old Carson Chance smitten with a 
youngfemale hitchhiker he gives a ride to. Sparks fly as the two loners reach out 
toeach other for companionship. Is she who she says she is? Maybe, 
Maybenot.  One review says, "He's aVietnam vet fighting the demons he couldn't 
leave behind. Hitchhiker Amy isrunning from an abusive step-father. Two dam-
aged people thrown together, tryingto make it through life. But Carson Chance P.I. 
is more than a run-of-the-millromance story. This tension-filled book grabbed my 
interest as it portrayed twohuman souls struggling through problems that brought 
them to an understandingof the power of love. "Author N. E. Brown delves deep 
into her characters'emotions and produces a satisfying experience for her read-
ers."  

 

 

 

Don’t count Nancy out of the writing game just yet. She is currently working on another Carson Chance 

novel. 

 

You can follow Nancy on Amazon at N.E. Brown. If you should get one of her books, please remember to 

write a review when you are done. 

 

****Congratulations Nancy on your latest Book, The Rain Man.**** 
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You are invited to  

Have Pie and Visit       
with an Author 

Monday, August 6, 2018 
6:00-8:00 P.M. 

Cameron J. Jarvis Troup Li-
brary 

102 S. Georgia 
Troup, TX 

 

 

Free to the Public 

Come Join Us and Grab a Slice of 
Pie and  Share Your Life With an 

Author 

Janice Ernest 

Author, Storytell-

er, 

Humorist, Publish-

ing Mercenary 

PIE? DID SOME-

ONE SAY PIE? 

AND COMPANY? 

I’M THERE. 

HISTORIAN 

M. K. 

Sherlock 

Author, 

Thriller,    

Horror, 

Suspense 

GREAT 

PIE 

BAKER  

But beware I wouldn’t eat the  apple if I 

was you. 

 

Leonard O. Spurling 

Memoir Author, Pastor, 

Officer of the Court 

LIFE IS BEST WHEN 

CHILLIN’  WITH NEW 

FRIENDS AND  SOME 

LEMON ICE BOX PIE 

Linda Nelson 

Ellis  

Author of Cow-

boy,      Western 

Romance 

THE WAY TO A 

COWBOY’S 

HEART IS  A 

WARM FRESH 

FROM THE 

OVEN PIE. 

 

 

Crysa James, 

Author 

Ro-

mance/Suspense 

EVERY PIE 

SHOULD BE A  

BIT BITTER TO 

BALANCE OUT 

THE SWEET. 

Brinda Carey, 

Memoir 

NO MATTER 

HOW TOUGH 

THE CRUST, EN-

JOY THE SWEET 

FILLING AND 

DON’T MISS OUT 

ON THE ME-

RINGUE AT THE 

TOP! 

 

Patricia LaVigne 

Contemporary, Classic and 

Young Adult Fiction 

PIE IS MEANT TO BE 

SHARED AMONG 

FRIENDS & FAMILY. 
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****Congratulations J.D. Hammer**** 

 
John Dillingham, author name of J. D. Hammer is proud  to announce his first full length novel, 

The Deplorables, Book One Retribution is now in print and available on Kindle and Amazon. 

This is one book that will take you on a roller coaster ride, just when you think you got it to-

gether he will take you further on the journey. A good story arc and an interesting ending. 

 

A book about Murder in East Texas. “Under the peaceful 

pine and hardwood tree covered hills of East Texas runs 

an undercurrent of evil which occasionally rises to the 

surface skewing the moral compass of those it touches. 

East Texas is famous for unsolved crimes. No telling how 

many bodies lay hidden away decaying into compost and 

returning back into the earth in East Texas. 

 

What makes this area so susceptible to terrible events? 

 

What indeed—-JD Hammer 

 

 

 

“After reading this book I went to a local restaurant in Tyler and looked around. This author 

has ripped the covers off  of East Texas revealing the naked underbelly underneath. These 

characters could and do exist all around us.” 

 

Janice Ernest, Author 

 

 

**** Again, Congratulations J. D. Hammer**** 
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****Congratulations Cryssa James**** 
Cryssa James has just published her second Romance novel, Mourning Rose, and it is available 

on Amazon and Kindle. 

 

Jenna Faulkner knew this was her last chance to return to the living. 

Maybe somehow, someway, here, in her dead husband’s beloved Rock-

ies, would show her how to get on with her life. Her entire world had 

shattered when he’d breathed his last breath three years ago and she 

had no idea how to get it back.  

 

But Jenna had to try. And hiring Colorado’s premier guide service, High 

Country Outriders, was the first step. She had seven days to find her 

answer, to roam the backcountry and see if she couldn’t find something, 

anything to mend her heart. 

 

No, not her heart---her soul. She instinctively knew the emptiness inside 

her was just that, emptiness. What hurt the most was knowing she 

would never be whole again. Only the very lucky get a chance at happi-

ness with their one true love. Jenna understood the key word was one. 

You only got one chance at completeness and now, hers was gone. Im-

agining decades and decades alone always sent chills straight to her core 

and each time, a part of her heart froze. Her only hope---finding the an-
swer to what am I supposed to do now? 

 

Concealing deep laugh lines, a ready grin, and the twinkle in his eyes wasn’t something Rock Stevenson was 

good at. Hiding his bitter past was---as over eighteen years of guiding in the Rocky Mountain back country 

attested to. Lounging in God’s backyard had honed a natural sense of seeing the joy in every moment, and he 

had a boisterous way of sharing it. Yet, his very vocal personality tended to be even louder when vexed. 

 

And vexed was the mildest term that came to mind when Rock discovered he’d been wrangled into guiding 

Mrs. New York City. Anger turned into fury for the woman acted as high 

and mighty as he’d feared. But all the ranting and raging in the world would-

n’t get her out of his hair and back where she belonged. 

 

Rock had to disagree with his initial stereotypical assessment of his client 

after witnessing Jenna’s quiet dignity and character first hand. Respect be-

gan to replace contempt and scorn. Still, her apathy tugged on his heart. 

Life was meant to be lived to its fullest.  

And, if he had anything to say about it, Rock was going to make sure she 

knew it.  

 

 

***Congratulations Cryssa James**** 
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Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2018 

 

January 2018  December 15, 2017 

February 2018   January 13, 2018 

March 2018   February 20, 2018 

April 2018   March 17, 2018 

May 2018   April 14, 2018 

June 2018   May 12, 2018 

July 2018   June 16, 2018 

August 2018   July 14, 2018 

September 2018  August 18, 2018 

October 2018  September 15, 2018 

November 2018   October 13, 2018 

December 2018  November 17, 2018 

January 2019  December 15, 2018 
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TNC Submission Guidelines 

 

Announcement of New Books: 

Send jpeg of cover and headshot with 100 word Microsoft word information about book 

(preferably a review) to be placed on Congratulations page. 

 

For Articles on Writing or Events in East Texas: 400 words Microsoft word or less with pho-

tos jpeg 

Use 12 Font Times New Roman 

0.5” paragraph indentions 

 

Submit all to: janiceernest1@gmail.com 
 



 

 

 

East Texas Writers’ 
Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 
etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed in The Next Chapter are those of the respective contributors only 

 

Published      Aspiring      

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  received by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror   Mainstream  
 Romance         Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense  Westerns                
  Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

Send  completed form along with 
appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 

PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 

Register and Pay On Line at 

www.etwritersguild.org,  

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ 

______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base 
by:_______________________ 


