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ETWG is dedicated to the memories of :  Pat Leonard and Kay Resnick, co-founders of the Golden Triangle Writers 

Guild, Beaumont, Texas,  

and Rita Gallagher, co-founder of Romance Writers of America, Houston, Texas. Countless writers owe their writing 

successes to these fine ladies. 

 

2018 ETWG Officers 

Founder—”K” Sellers 
President—Nancy Hudgins 
Vice President—Bill Burgdorf 
Recording Secretary—Patricia 
Wells 
Correspondence Sec—Pat 
LaVigne 
Treasurer—Marilyn Grounds 
Historian—April Coker 
TNC Editor—Janice Ernest 
Membership—Brinda Carey 
Publicity—Lynn Pinkerton 
WebSmith—Web Committee 
Hospitality—Lorna Penland 
Technical—-Mike Wiginton and 
Roger Middleton 

2018 Conference Committee 
Linda Pirtle 
Nancy Larson 
Caleb Pirtle 
April Coker 
Roger Middleton 
Lynn Pinkerton 
Marilyn Herrington-Grounds 
Patricia LaVigne 
Lorna Penland 

Nancy Hudgins 
 
 

May 14, 2018 Meeting 

 6:30 P.M. At the Genecov Room of 

The Tyler Chamber of Commerce 

North Broadway, Tyler, TX 75701 

 

May 21, 2018 Meeting 

5:00 P.M. Board Members 

6:00 P.M. Nutz & Boltz  

 TJC West Campus 
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Time to Begin Registration for 

The Power of the Pen 

 
Go to www.etwritersguild.org  

Click on the blue nav bar where it says 2018 



 

Readers will love to fall into the pages and climb out with the great-
est of         satisfaction. 

Texas Authors, Inc., is an organization dedicated to helping Texas Au-
thors with learning how to better market and sell themselves in this satu-
rated arena of publishing. You love what you do, and you want to make 
money from it, but you don’t know how to market your book. With seven 
years of experience helping authors across this Great State, we are con-
stantly looking for new programs, apps, software, events, anything to 
help the author stay one step ahead of the competition.  You can learn 
more about our radio show, social media outlets, bookstore and so 
much more here:https://txauthors.com/index.php/what-we-offer 

Books written by five members of the East Texas Writers Guild in Tyler have won 2018 Best of Tex-
as Book Awards presented by Texas Authors in Austin. They are, in alphabetical order, William 
Burgdorf, Caleb Pirtle III, Linda Pirtle, Patricia Taylor Wells, and Patty Wiseman, who was a dual 
winner. 

B. Alan Bourgeois, director and founder of the organization, pointed out, “By any measure, the dis-
tinguished books from this year’s winners are of stellar quality. Readers will love to fall into the pag-
es and climb out with the greatest of satisfaction.” 

Winners of the prestigious awards will receive their prestigious awards at the Celebration of Authors 
Gala event in Dallas on July 28, part of the second annual Authors Marketing Event, scheduled for 
July 27-29. 

William Burgdorf for the Arizonan Historical Western Series 

The Arizonan 

“What’ll we do with this huckleberry?” asks the Cowboy whose Winchester 
presses again Byron’s belt buckle. 

“We take ’em to the boss. He’ll figure out what to do with him,” answers the 
Segundo. 

The Bierman brothers deal with characters the likes of which only the West 
breeds and nurturers: the Earp brothers, Texas John Slaughter, Governor F.A. 
Tritle, Ike Clanton, Curly Bill Brocius, Al Sieber, and La Araña. 

“If there are those who can’t defend themselves and wind up vulnerable, then 
Arizona Territory ain’t the place for them to stay,” says Byron. “It is what it is.” 

Arizona Territory,1880s, is enough to challenge anyone, but little do Byron and 
Braxton Bierman know that every turn on the trail brings them to defining mo-
ments. From Tombstone to Prescott, and Springerville to Phoenix, they face 

friends, foes, and nature. Braxton’s last line in the story is, “Brother, have I got a lot to tell you.” 

Reader, The Arizonan has a lot to tell you too. 

(more on next page) 
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https://www.amazon.com/Arizonan-William-Burgdorf-ebook/dp/B076ZWG3P7/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1524510288&sr=1-1&keywords=the+arizonan+William+burgdorf
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Blue Moon will be considered a romance or maybe a mystery but definitely his-

torical fiction. But I worked hard on adding a literary quality to the writing. I 

wanted to reader to be glad that he or she came along for the ride.  

Caleb Pirtle III for Historical Fiction Small Town 

Back Side of a Blue Moon 

Times are hard along the Sabine River, and the little East Texas town of 
Ashland is crumbling under the weight of the Great Depression. Families 
are broke and hungry. For many, their last meal may well have been their 
last meal. Families are giving up and leaving town. Everyone knows the 
fate that awaits the scattered farms. No one can save Ashland. It is as iso-
lated as the back side of a blue moon. 

Into town comes Doc Bannister wearing a straw boater and a white suit. He is the miracle man. He 
has a homemade doodlebug machine that, he says, can find oil and make them all rich. Oil, he 
swears, lies beneath the blistered farmstead of Eudora Durant. She thinks Doc is a flim-flam man. 
The Sheriff believes he is a con artist. Both are convinced that Doc has come to town to swindle 
every dime he can get before hitting the road again. Ashland knows Doc may be crooked, but he 
has brought hope to a town that had no hope. 

Eudora has everything Doc wants. She is a beautiful woman who owns cheap land. In Ashland, she 
is known as the scarlet woman. Whispers say she murdered her husband. No one has seen him 
since the night they heard a shotgun blast on her farm. The town wants oil. Doc wants Eudora. But 
Eudora is too independent and stubborn to fall for the charms of a silver-tongued charlatan. 

She holds the fate of Ashland in her hands. Will she let Doc drill? Is there really oil lying deep be-
neath her sunbaked land? Can Doc find it? Or is he more interested in finding love than oil? What 
happens when a man with a checkered past comes face to face with a woman whose past is as 
mysterious as his? 

Linda Pirtle for Cozy Mystery 

Deadly Dominoes 

Bill knows his wife likes to travel. He also knows she won’t leave her white 
Standard Poodle named Eli behind, so for their fiftieth anniversary, he sur-
prises Lillian with a brown and tan Forester RV. In late August, they drive 
away from Leisure Lake in their new RV and plan to visit Caddo Lake and 
nearby historic Jefferson, Texas. Lillian looks forward to a peaceful vaca-
tion, one not involving any kind of death. Fate, though, does honor her de-
sire. 

The setting for Deadly Dominoes is Caddo Lake. Situated in the Cypress 
basin of northeast Texas, Caddo Lake, with its cypress and ancient oaks 
dripping with Spanish moss, provides the perfect backdrop for mystery, 
murder, and militia mayhem. Lillian’s curiosity is piqued right from the 

start. She meets Brandon, a young man who sacks groceries at a convenience store and service 
station. He gives her a warning. 

“You’d better be careful. Crazy things have been happening out at that RV Park at Caddo.” Goto 5 

https://www.amazon.com/Back-Side-Blue-Moon-Boom-ebook/dp/B071XN6FY6/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1524510216&sr=1-1&keywords=back+side+of+a+blue+moon
https://www.amazon.com/Deadly-Dominoes-Ms-Linda-Pirtle/dp/1544012993/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524510167&sr=1-1&keywords=deadly+dominoes


 

 

 

Patricia Taylor Wells for Family Life Inspirational/Spiritual 

The Eyes of the Doe 

In 1963, Holly Hendricks and her family moved from the small East Texas 
town where they have strong family roots to the impersonal city of Dallas. 

Against a backdrop of local and worldwide turbulence, their once close ties 
are fragmented. Fourteen-year-old Holly returns to the small town to stay 
with her Grandma as she tries to cope with the loss of her brother. 

 

 

 

Patty Wiseman for Children/Family Life 

Rescue at Wiseman’s Pond 

Rescue at Wiseman’s Pond is a tale of a daring rescue by a little boy named 
Ronnie and his dog, Cutter. A heavy rain storm floods the pond by Ronnie’s 
house and two baby foxes are stranded in the mud. 

Ronnie’s friends work together to save the babies. Each character plays a 
part. Mrs. Barnswallow sounds the alarm. Cutter prods Ronnie to follow him. 
Fred the Turtle keeps watch by the pond. Working together they all help to 
save the babies. 

A kind fireman gives Ronnie advice on what to do next, which results in a big 
surprise. 

Beautiful illustrations and nimble rhymes help to tell the story of how teamwork saved the day. 

 

Patty Wiseman for Romance 

That One Moment 

Ricki Sheridan traveled a long way to seek refuge at Wolf Den’s Lodge high in 
the mountains after a devastating betrayal. Heartbroken, she signed up for a 
survivalist backpacking trip to live off the land and forget. 

An injury on the first day puts her in the capable hands of the handsome trail 
boss, Kory Littleton. The attraction is instant, mutual, and terrifying. She trust-
ed her emotions once and vowed never to make the same mistake again. 

Kory’s heart, trampled and bruised, is unprepared to ever love again, until his 
unexpected reaction to Ricki reveals some things are worth taking a chance 
on. 

When evil finds its way back into Ricki’s world, their fragile bond is tested, forcing them to face their 
greatest fear: can a wounded heart ever trust anew? 
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https://www.amazon.com/Eyes-Doe-Patricia-Taylor-Wells/dp/1945805536/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1524510130&sr=8-1&keywords=the+eyes+of+the+doe
https://www.amazon.com/Rescue-Wisemans-Pond-Patty-Wiseman/dp/1940460972/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524510061&sr=1-1&keywords=rescue+at+wiseman%27s+pond
https://www.amazon.com/That-One-Moment-Patty-Wiseman/dp/1940460913/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524507768&sr=1-2&keywords=that+one+moment


 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to All of You! 

Keep On Writing. 

Keep On Submitting. 

Keep on Winning. 

The detectives uncover secrets, betrayal, voodoo curses—and 
murder. 

Though This Be Madness by Penny Richards has received the Best in 
Texas Book Award for Historical Mystery. The award is presented by 
the Texas Association of Authors. 

Texas Authors, Inc., is an organization dedicated to helping Texas Au-
thors with learning how to better market and sell themselves in this 
saturated arena of publishing. You love what you do, and you want to 
make money from it, but you don’t know how to market your 
book. With seven years of experience helping authors across this 
Great State, we are constantly looking for new programs, apps, soft-
ware, events, anything to help the author stay one step ahead of the 
competition.  You can learn more about our radio show, social media 
outlets, bookstore and so much more 
here:https://txauthors.com/index.php/what-we-offer 

The Story: 

Shakespearean actress turned Pinkerton detective Lilly Long and her reluctant partner, Cade 
McShane, travel to New Orleans to save a young widow from a fate worse than death… 

1881, Chicago. Assigned to her second case as a Pinkerton, Lilly still needs to prove herself—both 
as a novice detective and as a woman in a man’s world. Ordered to once again work with Lilly, 
Cade needs to redeem himself for conduct unbecoming to a Pinkerton—a grief-driven drunken 
brawl. As if their forced partnership wasn’t bad enough, the agents must pose as husband and wife 
servants in the troubled household of a wealthy New Orleans family. An acting challenge if ever 
there was one… 

The elderly matriarch of the Fortenot family is convinced her grandson’s former widow has been 
unjustly committed to an insane asylum by her second husband. She believes the man is attempt-
ing to wrest the family fortune away from his new wife. Soon, behind the beautiful façade of the 
Fortenot mansion, the detectives uncover secrets, betrayal, voodoo curses—and murder. Even as 
Lilly and Cade chafe against their roles, they must work together to expose the true villain of this 
tragedy before the hapless widow faces her final curtain call. 
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Speaker Schedule 
2018: 

March: Dr. Joe Bates,  How 
you think about writing 

April: Patricia Wells– Hearing 
Voices-Multiple Point of View 

May: Nita Fran Ward 

June: Cody Morgan Williams-
Book trailers and marketing 

July:  No Speaker Conference 

August: John Moore, The 
Country Writer 

September: Marlene Dick-
son—Characterization 

October: Scary Stories 

November: TBA 

December: Christmas Party 

Do you have a special subject 
you would like to see cov-
ered at our monthly meet-
ings? Let Bill Burgdorf 
know. It will help him to 
bring speakers who will 
share information to broaden 
your writing knowledge base. 

. 

Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Charles Hayes Invites You 

 
 Looking For a Free Place to Adver-

tise Your Book and Help Build Your 

Brand? (Only taking one Hundred 

Authors, so—-contact him soon) 

 

 Looking for a Good Book To Read, 

but just Can’t Choose? 

 

Click this link and check out Charles 

Hayes’ website:: 

Books Galore!  

 

You’ll  Find Books Nicely Displayed,  

Categorized by Genre.  

Food for Thought: 
 

 

How Many Hours 
Will You Spend 
Writing This Week? 

 

How Many Pages 
Will You Complete? 

 

 

How Will You Reward Yourself if You 
Meet The Above Set Goals? 

http://www.b17.com/books
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Click on the pic-

ture to your left 

to view the hyper-

link to The Festival 

of Books 

 

 

 

“I know nothing in the world 

that has as much power as 

a word. Sometimes I write 

one, and I look at it, until it 

begins to shine.” ―Emily 

Dickinson  

https://www.facebook.com/882532435111217/photos/gm.407265809685164/1802027299828388/?type=3


 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2018 

 

January 2018  December 15, 2017 

February 2018   January 13, 2018 

March 2018   February 20, 2018 

April 2018   March 17, 2018 

May 2018   April 14, 2018 

June 2018   May 12, 2018 

July 2018   June 16, 2018 

August 2018   July 14, 2018 

September 2018  August 18, 2018 

October 2018  September 15, 2018 

November 2018   October 13, 2018 

December 2018  November 17, 2018 

January 2019  December 15, 2018 
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TNC Submission Guidelines 

 

Announcement of New Books: 

Send jpeg of cover and headshot with 100 word Microsoft word information about book 

(preferably a review) to be placed on Congratulations page. 

 

For Articles on Writing or Events in East Texas: 400 words Microsoft word or less with pho-

tos jpeg 

Use 12 Font Times New Roman 

0.5” paragraph indentions 

 

Submit all to: janiceernest1@gmail.com 
 



 

 

 

East Texas Writers’ 
Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 
etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed in The Next Chapter are those of the respective contributors only 

 

Published      Aspiring      

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  received by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror   Mainstream  
 Romance         Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense  Westerns                
  Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

Send  completed form along with 
appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 

PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 

Register and Pay On Line at 

www.etwritersguild.org,  

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ 

______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base 
by:_______________________ 


