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ETWG is dedicated to the memories of :  Pat Leonard and Kay Resnick, co-founders of the Golden Triangle Writers 

Guild, Beaumont, Texas,  

and Rita Gallagher, co-founder of Romance Writers of America, Houston, Texas. Countless writers owe their writing 

successes to these fine ladies. 

 

2018 ETWG Officers 

Founder—”K” Sellers 
President—Nancy Hudgins 
Vice President—Bill Burgdorf 
Recording Secretary—Patricia 
Wells 
Correspondence Sec—Pat 
LaVigne 
Treasurer—Marilyn Grounds 
Historian—April Coker 
TNC Editor—Janice Ernest 
Membership—Brinda Carey 
Publicity—Lynn Pinkerton 
WebSmith—Web Committee 
Hospitality—Lorna Penland 
Technical—-Mike Wiginton and 
Roger Middleton 

2018 Conference Committee 
Linda Pirtle 
Nancy Larson 
Caleb Pirtle 
April Coker 
Roger Middleton 
Lynn Pinkerton 
Marilyn Herrington-Grounds 
Patricia LaVigne 
Lorna Penland 

Nancy Hudgins 
 
 

March 12, 2018 Meeting 

 6:30 P.M. At the Genecov Room of 

The Tyler Chamber of Commerce 

North Broadway, Tyler, TX 75701 

 

March 19, 2018 Meeting 

5:00 P.M. Board Members 

6:00 P.M. Nutz & Boltz  

 TJC West Campus 

The Next Chapter 
March 2018 Edition 
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From Nancy Hudgins, President  

 
 

It’s All in How You 

Think About Your Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

I am excited about our upcoming March Speaker, 
Dr. Joe Bates. His topic is Thinking About Your 
Writing. His specialty lies in helping people to acti-
vate their brains so that they might reach their high-
est potential.  

Hope you all will join me at this meeting in March. 

 Nancy Hudgins, President and Author 



 

Speaker Schedule 
2018: 

March: Dr. Joe Bates,  How 
you think about writing 

April: Patricia Wells– Point of 
View 

May: Nita Fran Ward 

June: Cody Morgan Williams-
Book trailers and marketing 

July:  No Speaker Conference 

August: John Moore, The 
Country Writer 

September: Marlene Dick-
son—Characterization 

October: Scary Stories 

November: TBA 

December: Christmas Party 

Do you have a special subject 
you would like to see cov-
ered at our monthly meet-
ings? Let Bill Burgdorf 
know. It will help him to 
bring speakers who will 
share information to broaden 
your writing knowledge base. 

. 

 

 

 

 

Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Bob Campbell, Cowboy Poet Speaker at ETWG February Meeting 

Bob is a singer/songwriter grounded in the folk traditions 

of old English ballads, authentic cowboy songs and the 

ballads of Texas and the American west was our Speaker 

at the February meeting.  

He was a true cowboy gentleman who shared with the 

Guild about what inspires him to write. “Everyone is dif-

ferent,” he said. He finds his inspiration on the road trav-

eling from place to place. He likes to travel. He talked 

about how other writers might find a particular place or 

space which inspires them. 

He treated the Guild members to some of his music.  Members of the audience comment-

ed on how his music took them back in time. He responded 

that your writing and your music need to present a picture to 

the listening or reader. 

Although his songs have been recorded by Red Steagall, Buck 

Ramsey, and Chris LeDoux as 

well as many other artists he 

remains humble, simply 

pleased that people want to 

hear what he has to offer. 

One of his songs, “Roundup 

Time” was named Song Of The Year in 1997 by the  Acade-

my of Western Artists and he is also a former Artist in Res-

idence with the Texas Commission on the Arts. Lucky for 

those of us who attended, he 

had several copies of his CD, for sale. 

He is a sponsor of the Texas Cowboy Poetry  Gathering held 

in Alpine, TX. For information on this event, directions, and 

how to attend check out:  http://texascowboypoetry.com/  

Whether you are a poet, a songwriter, storyteller, or writer 

this was one speaker who was worth hearing. 

http://texascowboypoetry.com/
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So, Leonard Went to the Dentist’s Office and… 

A Review of the February Nutz and Boltz Meeting 

 

Monday Night, February 19, 2018 the Nutz and Boltz topic was “Point of  View 101” with a lesson and  

writing  exercises shared by Janice Ernest, Member of the East Texas Writer’s Guild. 

After a short lecture which included a handout on First Person, Second Person, and Third Person, practical 

exercises began. Each centered around a visit to the dentist.  

 

Each attendee wrote their first person version of a visit to the dentist. Next, each wrote a second person 

version of a visit to the dentist which let the reader know what to expect. The third exercise was to write a 

third person version in which our protagonist, Lenard went to the dentist. 

 

It was interesting to hear the different voices of the author’s writing as well hear of Leonard’s fear of the 

dentist office. Smiles and laughter were shared by all as we read our stories out loud. 

 

Next, Janice talked about the importance of perspective characters, saying that sometimes a character other 

than the main character can observe more and make a scene more interesting. For our next exercise we 

wrote from a different perspective. Some of the items that came from this exercise gave us a deeper look 

into Leonard’s physical appearance and physical movements and attitudes. Janice said that sometimes it is a 

good idea to look at what you have written and then take it from another character’s perspective and see if 

that enhances and makes the story better. One question 

that she has heard people ask is “How can you write a ro-

mantic scene from one perspective without jumping back 

and forth between the characters. Her response was to first 
decide who is more important in the scene and write it 

from their view first, then you can change perspective or 

viewpoint character and add the missing pieces. Occasionally 

falling into the opposite character’s perspective will occur 

and as long as the reader can smoothly transition with this 

you will be okay, it is when the reader gets thrown off by it 

that you should definitely consider changing it. 

 

Janice also mentioned that when you write using a viewpoint 

character, it allows that character to have his own first, sec-

ond, and third point of view. He becomes a sensing, think-

ing, feeling, moving, spiritual and physical being. 

 

Overall it was educational and fun as everyone got to share their writing with the class. 

 

—-Point Of View—- 
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Welsh Poetry Competition 2018 

The 12th International Welsh Poetry Competition 2018 is now open and accepting en-

tries!  www.welshpoetry.co.uk  
 

ETA-C Plans Anthology 
East Texas Authors-Connect is a group of local authors who have combined their efforts in support of each other for the promot-

ing and selling of their books. Our community service project for 2019 is to create an anthology. All sale monies will be donated to 

a local charity to be decided at a later date. We are inviting area writers to submit for this anthology. 

Submissions must reflect the anthology's title, Angels Among Us, and be between 2,500 and 5,000 words in length. Please adhere to 

the following requirements: 

1. Word count confined to between 2,500 & 5,000 words 

2. Header to include author's name, title, and page number 

3. Use Times New Roman - 12 point font 

4. Double-spaced lines and front page only 

5. Include brief (2-3 lines) bio, .jpg photo of author, and if available, a link address to your published works 

 

Submission deadline ends April 15th with a projected publication date of August 2018. Submissions must be print-ready; any manu-

scripts needing editing will be rejected. Send your submissions as an attached file to etathorconnect@gmail.com. 

https://welshpoetry.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6546a6d22318067526674d98d&id=4f4700a2d0&e=c3b2ba6b61
mailto:etathorconnect@gmail.com


Page 7 The Next Chapter 

 

March 2018 Speaker for the East Texas Writer’s Guild is Dr. Joe Bates, 

Author of the Book, “Making Your Brain Hum.” 

 

Dr. Joe Bates is a double board-certified award-winning psychiatrist 

and pediatrician who recently retired as clinical director at Rusk 
State Hospital in Rusk, Texas to spend more time serving his fel-

low veterans in his current role, leading psychiatrist for the Tyler VA 

Clinic. He is a native of Homer near Shreveport, Louisiana, and gradu-

ated from LSU School of Medicine in New Orleans, where he was 

president of the Alpha Omega Alpha medical honor society and was 

honored with the "Highest Ideals of Medicine" Award.  

Dr. Bates received the Bronze Star for his service in Vi-

etnam with the US Army as a major in the Medical Corps. He 

completed residencies at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston and 

has taken a leadership role in medical practice and teaching for the past fifty years. In 2013, Dr. Bates’s de-

signed the Wellness Program that was the recipient of the David Pharis Award for making significant 

contributions to the safety and quality of inpatient care and outcomes for Texas state psychiatric hospitals. 

This program has recently been endorsed by the Joint Commission and is included in the national 

Leading Practice Library.  

Dr. Bates is a member of the Christian Medical Society and has traveled to Russia, Estonia, and Belize on 

mission trips. He was awarded The National 2015 Mensa Intellectual Benefits to Society Award for 

his work with cognitive remediation training. He and his wife, Paula, live in Tyler, Texas, and are the proud 

parents of four children and grandparents of thirteen 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

His latest and ongoing achievement is helping people age, think, feel and live better with a series of 

personal brain fitness workouts he developed proven to increase confidence, hope, well-being, energy, and 

best of all memory. The exercise method is called braincardio™. He is the author of the award winning 

book, Making Your Brain Hum: 12 Weeks to A Smarter You. The scientific success of the book stems from 

the CRT (cognitive remediation therapy) study that was published in Current Psychiatry, April 2016. 



 

Never Stop 
Learning. 

TJC West 
Campus 
Offers: 

Courses in: 

 Marketing 

 Software  

 Website Development 

 Courses on Writing taught by our own 
Caleb Pirtle 

 Dance 

 Art 

 Business Management and Tools 
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Charles Hayes Invites You 

 
 Looking For a Free Place to Adver-

tise Your Book and Help Build Your 

Brand? (Only taking one Hundred 

Authors, so—-contact him soon) 

 

 Looking for a Good Book To Read, 

but just Can’t Choose? 

 

Click this link and check out Charles 

Hayes’ website:: 

Books Galore!  

 

You’ll  Find Books Nicely Displayed,  

Categorized by Genre.  

http://www.b17.com/books


 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2018 

 

January 2018  December 15, 2017 

February 2018   January 13, 2018 

March 2018   February 20, 2018 

April 2018   March 17, 2018 

May 2018   April 14, 2018 

June 2018   May 12, 2018 

July 2018   June 16, 2018 

August 2018   July 14, 2018 

September 2018  August 18, 2018 

October 2018  September 15, 2018 

November 2018   October 13, 2018 

December 2018  November 17, 2018 

January 2019  December 15, 2018 
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TNC Submission Guidelines 

 

Announcement of New Books: 

Send jpeg of cover and headshot with 100 word Microsoft word information about book 

(preferably a review) to be placed on Congratulations page. 

 

For Articles on Writing or Events in East Texas: 400 words Microsoft word or less with pho-

tos jpeg 

Use 12 Font Times New Roman 

0.5” paragraph indentions 

 

Submit all to: janiceernest1@gmail.com 
 



 

 

 

East Texas Writers’ 
Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 
etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed in The Next Chapter are those of the respective contributors only 

 

Published      Aspiring      

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  received by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror   Mainstream  
 Romance         Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense  Westerns                
  Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

Send  completed form along with 
appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 

PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 

Register and Pay On Line at 

www.etwritersguild.org,  

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ 

______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base 
by:_______________________ 


