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ETWG is dedicated to the memories of :  Pat Leonard and Kay Resnick, co-founders of the Golden 

Triangle Writers Guild, Beaumont, Texas,  

and Rita Gallagher, co-founder of Romance Writers of America, Houston, Texas. Countless writers owe their writing 

successes to these fine ladies. 
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September Meeting 
September 11, 2017   6:30 PM 

Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce 

North Broadway, Tyler, TX 75701  

August Nutz & Boltz 
September 18, 2017 at 6:00 P.M. 

(Board Meeting at 5 P.M.) 

At  

 TJC West Campus 

The Next Chapter 
September 2017 Edition 

  

Start out Your Fall With A Writing Class.       

Several to Choose From  Pg. 5, Pg. 13 

 

Check Out Who Has A New Book  Pg. 7 

 

Steven Woodfin Opens  Bookstore to  

Share Indy Published Books Pg.4 

 

Nancy Larson, aka N.E. Brown is a Finalist in 

the International Diamond Book Awards  

    

Need a Place to Advertise Your 

Book? Pg. 11 



 

 
A Letter From the President 

 
 
 

Dear Members: 
 
I am so excited to announce that the Guild is growing. It seems we are gaining members each 
meeting. 
 
Not only are we growing but opportunities to learn are all around us. This is a great time of 
year to sign up for one of the many classes which will be available in the next few weeks. 
Check out this TNC to find out more about them.  
 
Also, become a part of the members who are sharing each others information. Together we at 
the ETWG can become a team, helping one another to market, and promote both the organiza-
tion and each other. 
 
Don’t forget. October is not far off. It will be a night of fun and fear as we share stories we 
have written. There'll be great food, fellowship, and fun that night.  I hope you are not afraid of 
the dark. 
 
Be on the lookout for subjects you would like to learn about and don’t miss the opportunity to 
become one of the Board Members for 2018. If you have an interest in serving on the Board, 
please let me or Vice President , Nancy Larson know. 
 
Last but not least, if you have enjoyed the refreshments this year, take time to thank Lorna 
Penland who has been doing a great job. If you like the programs and speakers, take time to 
thank Nancy Larson for her work bringing them to us this year. 
 
Don’t stop writing and I hope to see you in print 
soon, 
 

Linda Pirtle, President 

ETWG 
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Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Look What’s Coming to  
August Nutz & Boltz? 
 
 

.September: TBA 

Bring any other questions you 
might have and we’ll try to an-
swer them.  

Send your ideas for future meet-
ings to Nancy Larson, Vice-
President, in charge of the topics. 
Her e-mail is nbl276@yahoo.com. 

We encourage you to always 
bring a friend. 

Guess Who’s Coming 
to Speak This Year? 

 

September: Muffet Frische 

October: Story Sharing 

November: Joyce Buford 

December: Christmas  

Do you have a special subject 
you would like to see cov-
ered at our monthly meet-
ings? Let Nancy Larson 
know. It will help her to 
bring information which you 
can use. 

Want to help with finding 
speakers? Talk with  Nancy 
Larson about volunteering 
for 2018 as a Board Member. 

mailto:nbl276@yahoo.com


August 19, 2017 marked the grand opening of The Bookstore in Kilgore and The Coffee Cherry   
Coffee Shop. Located at 1012 Houston Street in Kilgore, TX., the store is the answer to Author    
Steven Woodfin’s dreams. 

Heart and soul went into this red brick historic home, shelves were sanded and stained, a coffee 
bar set up, comfortable chairs and reading nooks created, along with a community meeting room 
upstairs. 

 The shelves currently contain over 10,000 books ranging from A-Z. Steven is himself an        
independently published author and has established a section of shelves for Texas Independent   
Authors to display their books for sale. 

The shop allows for the purchase of books and the return on 1/2 credit. They also will buy back  
College books. 

Steven was quoted in the Kilgore Newspaper as saying, “Every town needs a bookstore, and 
now, Kilgore has one.” 

He also, in the same article, commented as follows: “I’ve always loved books,” and running a 
bookstore has always been on his bucket list: “I turned 65 in April this year. I figured I better go 
ahead and do it.”  

And,  “I’ve made a lot of contacts in the writing community. I’ve been in contact with a lot of 
those writers who will be bringing their books in for sale,” Woodfin said. “It’s kind of an independent 
author vibe that I’d like to have.”  He invites independent authors to place their books on           
consignment in his store where they will be prominently displayed. 

Book Store Hours Are” 
10 AM to 6 PM Monday through Saturday 

Please Come by for Great Coffee, Great Books, and Good Conversation 
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The Bookstore In Kilgore  

and The Coffee Cherry  

Now Open in Kilgore 



 

 

Register Now for Caleb and Linda Pirtle’s Small 
Group Writing Classes 

 
Caleb and Linda Pirtle are conducting small group writing classes to be held 
in the relaxed atmosphere of their home. Class size is limited to four (4) 
people to ensure that each person will receive the personal assistance 
he/she seeks to improve individual skills. 
 

During each class session, students will receive instruction on the funda-
mentals of writing with examples to illustrate the concept.  Students will 
have ample time to ask questions. A practice writing assignment will be giv-
en at the end of each session and reviewed at the beginning of the next ses-
sion. 
 

DATES AND TIMES OF CLASS:  Each class will meet once per week for four 
weeks. One session will be held from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on each Thursday 

morning, and a second session will be held from 2 p.m. to 4 
 

The August/September classes filled up immediately, and reservations are now being accepted for each Thursday in 
October. 
 

OBJECTIVE:  To provide students with the writing techniques they need to produce stories on a professional level. At 
the end of the four-week classes, students will have written a 1,000 to 1,500-word short story or one or more chap-
ters for a novel. 
 

The morning session in October will cover the following: 
 

October 5 Components of Setting; Description 

October 12 The Hook 

October 19 Conflict; Plot 
October 26 Dialogue; Point of View 

 

The afternoon session in October will focus on the Structuring of a Novel. 
 

Attendance for each class is encouraged; however, we understand there are times a student won’t be able to attend. 
One make-up session will be offered during the month. 
 

COST: $60 Nonrefundable. Payment accepted at the first session. 
 

If you want to participate in either of these sessions, please contact Linda Pirtle at lsgpirtle@gmail.com or by calling 
either 903-881-9000 or 214-202-0711. 

 

If the session fills up before you submit your registration, we will notify you and schedule another session. 
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Nancy Larson aka N.E. Brown’s 
“Galveston, Indignities Series, 

Book Five,  The Arrangement” is 
a Finalist in the 2017 Diamond 

Book Awards 
Nancy Larson is excited to announce that her book is 
one of three  finalist this year in the 2017 Diamond 
Book Awards. 
 
Kev who posted the finalists article on the kcbooks  
andmusic.com website had this to say about the awards: 
 

“It was a very tough decision as all the books entered for 
the competition this year were brilliantly penned and made excellent memorable 
reads. However, after many Mm’s & Ah’s along with scrutinizing reviews, I finally 
made my decision by choosing the books which seemed to stand out that little bit 
more. 

“Of the three books nominated, I would be very hard put to decide which should         
receive the Diamond Book Award this year. For this reason, as well as to avoid bias,  I 
have a panel of at least three people (including myself) who differ widely in their       
favour of genre and approach to vote on the three books after careful deliberation.” 
 
 
 

 
 

♥Congratulations 
Nancy♥ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Michael Wigington Publishes His First Novel in the 

Earth Mother Saga 

 
A young girl seeks answers to her mother’s 

veiled past. 

 

A warlock bent on immortality. 

 

Both paths lead to the Bloodstone. 

 

Tabitha Millhouse has grown up in the shadow 

of her mother’s death. Her father will not speak 

of it or even tell her where they are from, only 

that they had to leave. On Tabitha’s fifteenth 

birthday, a quarrel with her father leads her to a 

frightening encounter with a shape-shifting old 

crone who taunts her with knowledge of her 

past—but more importantly–her future.        

Ultimately her past and future are connected to 

a legendary artifact of terrible power. 

 

The Bloodstone. In the wrong hands it will 

wreak havoc. 

 

Tabitha’s hunt for the truth leads her into dark encounters 

with a vengeful warlock bent on finding the ancient relic.  

Will the old crone’s tutelage provide the answers Tabitha 

seeks, or will the past be something she should have left 

alone?  

 

Sounds like a great read. 

+++Congratulations Michael+++ 
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September’s Speaker is Muffet Frische 
 

Muffet Frische writes novels under 

the name M. M. Frische and picture 

books as Muffet Frische. Her books 
include the novel, MOON TEARS, and 

the MISS MUFFET & BITSY picture 

book series. She is also a speaker and 

consultant, heading up Ten Story 

Books, LLC. Muffet is available for 

school visits and other speaking en-

gagements. She is also an award-

winning photographer. Her photos 
have been featured on CD covers, ap-

peared in Nature's Best Photography 

magazine, and have been award-

winners in the Windland Smith Rice 

International Awards. Muffet travels 
extensively, having been to all fifty 

states and around the world. She loves escaping to the ocean, sneaking as much 

chocolate as she can, curling up with a good book, and getting lost in the Smith-

sonian. She lives in Texas with her husband. For another look into her love of trav-
el, photos, books, and most recently it seems, food, please visit her blogs and web-

sites. http://muffetfrischephoto.com/ and 

https://www.tenstorybooks.com/muffet-frische-m-m

-frische/ 
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October 9, 2017 
At 6:30 PM 
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On August  8, 2017 the Writers 
Guild welcomed Author, Jayna 
Morrow to speak to the members 
about Self Editing and Revision.  

She has written and published books 
on the subject of revising your writ-
ing and self editing. 

There was a large crowd in attend-
ance to hear her lecture. She talked 
about layering your work in order to 
make it more interesting to the read-
er. She also shared information 
about several soft wares available to 
help in the editing process. 

Although, she had no paperback 
books available with her at the 
meeting, she encouraged everyone to download the 
two about self editing. 

Below is a link to one of the blogs posted on her 
website, click and learn more about Jayna and her   
ideas on “The six Biggest Revision Mistakes You 
Can Avoid.” 

http://bookwritingfortherestofus.blogspot.com/2015
/11/the-6-biggest-revision-mistakes-you-can 

 

She is also a  Christian Romance  author, a Devo-
tional , Inspirational writer, and has several books to 
her  credit.  

 

 

 

 

Our Speaker for August 2017 was  Jayna Morrow  
Who Spoke on Self Editing 

http://bookwritingfortherestofus.blogspot.com/2015/11/the-6-biggest-revision-mistakes-you-can
http://bookwritingfortherestofus.blogspot.com/2015/11/the-6-biggest-revision-mistakes-you-can
https://www.amazon.com/Blizzard-Wedding-Bonnie-McCune-ebook/dp/B00DDD8L6G/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Write-Light-Devotionals-Christian-Writers-ebook/dp/B019WYD2CM/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Garrett-Sweet-Home-Book-1-ebook/dp/B00CDW3GQ8/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Gabriel-Jayna-Morrow-ebook/dp/B00HUZD2BW/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Holden-Sweet-Home-Jayna-Morrow-ebook/dp/B00JET2ROU/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Revision-Runway-Creative-Improve-Manuscript-ebook/dp/B017WHHAW4/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Self-Editing-Supermodel-Ultimate-Feature-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01H7M4RA2/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
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Now, 
Raise Your 
Right Paw and 
Repeat After 

Me: 
I, (Your Name Here), promise to 
read and review books published 
by ETWG members, and to share 
information about their successes, 
signings, interviews, with everyone 
I know on Facebook, Twitter, Blog, 
and other social media outlets. 

All this in the knowledge that, 
when I am published, have an 
event, or interview, my fellow 
ETWG members will promote me.  
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Charles Hayes Invites You 

 
 Looking For a Free Place to Ad-

vertise Your Book and Help Build 

Your Brand? (Only taking one 

Hundred Authors, so—-contact 

him soon) 

 

 Looking for a Good Book To Read, 

but just Can’t Choose? 

 

Click this link and check out Charles 

Hayes’ website:: 

Books Galore!  

 

You’ll  Find Books Nicely Displayed,  

Categorized by Genre, Making Your 

Reading Choice Easy and Convenient  

http://www.b17.com/books


Article by Linda Pirtle, ETWG President. 
 

Writers of fiction and nonfiction alike 

are faced with a task of creating a sto-
ry that rings with authenticity. How 

can someone write about a situation 

they have never experienced or un-

derstood? It often requires hours of 
diligent research and interviews. 

 At their August Nutz and Boltz 

meeting at Tyler Junior College, those 

attending the East Texas Writers Guild 

had the rare opportunity to learn 
firsthand about the trials and triumphs 

of two members who have successful-

ly overcome their so-called disabilities 

and distinguished themselves as out-
standing writers.  

The program was given by Nikki 

Brown, who is legally blind and Marsha 

Graham, who is legally deaf. The focus 

of their presentation was to encour-
age guild members to consider using 

characters who might be blind or deaf 

in their novels. 

Both Nikki and Marsha are great 
and articulate resources for providing 

writers with the kind of information 

they need to bring characters with 

disabilities alive. When someone can-

not see or hear, how do they cope 

with life in the most 
precarious surroundings or situations? 

It’s not easy. 

 It can be done. 

 Nikki and Marsha have become 
proficient at accomplishing the most 

arduous tasks in an everyday world.  

 Have a question? 

 Need an answer. 

 Nikki and Marsha can provide it. 

For writers, that kind of person-

al, first-hand instruction can be invalu-

able. 

 
Want to learn more about differ-

ently abled people? Want help over-

coming difficulties in your own life and 

journey? Please feel free to contact 

Coach Nikki Brown at  

Www.CoachNikkib.com 
 

Or 

 

Marsha Graham, retired Social 
Worker and Attorney, and Advocate 

for the Deaf Community 

at:marsha.graham@yahoo.com  
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August Nutz & Boltz in Review 
Nikki Brown, and Marsha Graham Shared About 
how to Present Physically/Differently Challenged 

Characters in Your Books. 

http://coachnikkib.com/
mailto:marsha.graham@yahoo.com


 

Never Stop 
Learning. 

TJC West 
Campus 
Offers: 

Courses in: 

 Marketing 

 Software  

 Website Development 

 Courses on Writing taught by our own 
Caleb Pirtle 

 Dance 

 Art 

 Business Management and Tools 

Brinda Carey         Cordially 
Invites You to Attend  
“Writing My Story” 

Class at the 
Tyler Area Senior Citizens 

Center (TASCA) each 
Wednesday from 12 PM un-

til 2 PM 
 

Need More Information? 
Call: 903-780-6796 
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Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2017 

 

January 2017   December 15, 2016 

February 2017   January 13, 2017 

March 2017   February 20, 2017 

April 2017   March 17, 2017 

May 2017   April 14, 2017 

June 2017   May 12, 2017 

July 2017   June 16, 2017 

August 2017   July 14, 2017 

September 2017  August 18, 2017 

October 2017  September 15, 2017 

November 2017   October 13, 2017 

December 2017  November 17, 2017 

January 2018   December 15, 2017 

Don’t Forget—-October is   

Story Night 

See Page 9 

of this TNC 

for details. 
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East Texas Writers’ 
Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 
etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed in The Next Chapter are those of the respective contributors only 

 

Published      Aspiring      

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  received by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror   Mainstream  
 Romance         Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense  Westerns                
  Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

Send  completed form along with 
appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 

PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 

Register and Pay On Line at 

www.etwritersguild.org,  

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ 

______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base 
by:_______________________ 


