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The Next Chapter 
June 2017 Edition 

Have You Entered the 2017 Cover 

Contest Yet?  

Did you go like our new Facebook Page Yet? 



Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Look What’s Coming to  
June&July Nutz & Boltz? 
 
 

June: Brinda Carey will be shar-
ing some fun writing exercises 
and prompts. 

July: April Coker will share about 
writing blogs 

Bring any other questions you 
might have and we’ll try to an-
swer them. Send your ideas for fu-
ture meetings to Nancy Larson, 
Vice-President, in charge of the 
topics. Her e-mail is 
nbl276@yahoo.com. 

We encourage you to always 
bring a friend. 

Guess Who’s Coming 
to Speak This Year? 

 

June: Janice Ernest, Make 
Money with Your Writing 

July: Prepare for Confer-
ence 

August: Jayna Morrow—
Self Editing 

September: Muffet Frische 

October: Story Sharing 

November: TBA 

December: Christmas  

Do you have a special subject 
you would like to see cov-
ered at our monthly meet-
ings? Let Nancy Larson 
know. It will help her to 
bring information which you 
can use. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nbl276@yahoo.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Texas Writers Guild 14th Annual Summer Conference 
 

           KEYS TO SUCCESSFUL WRITING  
        Mystery, First Draft, Emotion, Drama, Humor 

 

Saturday, July 15  *  9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Tyler Junior College - West Campus - 1530 S SW Loop 323, Tyler, Texas 75701 

 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 

8:30 – 9:00 Registration 
9:00 - 10:30  Claire Sanders - How I Learned to Show and Not Tell 
10:30 - 10:40  Break 
10:40 - 12:10  Jamie Jones - The Craft of Rewrite – When Revising is Not Enough 
12:10 - 1:30  Lunch catered by Jason’s Deli 
Announcement of winners of ETWG Blue Ribbon Book Cover Contest 
Fabulous Door Prizes 
1:30 - 3:00  Patricia Burroughs – Writing With Passion 
3:00 - 4:00  Mix and Mingle with speakers, authors & vendors 
 

 
CONFERENCE FEE 
 

$65 members; $75 non-members; $25 students; $10 Early Bird discount before June 1 
  (Lunch included) 

Page 3 The Next Chapter 



Page 4 The Next Chapter 

 
 
 

East Texas Writers Guild’s 
 

Got ‘ya Covered Book Cover Contest 2017 
 

You know how great your book cover is. Give the 
world an opportunity to know it is a winner. 

THE EAST TEXAS WRITERS GUILD is sponsoring its annual national and international Blue Rib-
bon Book Cover Contest. Winning entries will receive beautiful badges, another valuable tool for pro-
moting and marketing your books. 
The competition is open to all authors who have published books between January 1, 2015 and June 
1, 2017. 
Entry fee is $15 per book cover. Authors may submit as many book covers as they want, but the fee is 
$15 for each cover. 
Submit the Amazon URL of your entries by email to Caleb Pirtle at 
caleb@venturegalleries.com. 
Entry fee payments will be made via PayPal to the East Texas Writers Guild.  
Badges will be awarded for the following Genres: 
 Romance 
Mystery/Thriller 
Science Fiction/Fantasy 
Historical Fiction 
Nonfiction/Memoir 
Eligibility 
The contest is open to all books, fiction or nonfiction, published between January 1, 2015 and June 1, 

2017. 
An author may submit as many entries as he or she would like. 
Please submit only the URL link of the book on Amazon 
Prestigious Badges 
There will be a total of eighteen (18) attractive, prestigious badges awarded in each category. Win-
ners can place the high-resolution digital badges on either their winning eBooks or paper books or 
both. The goal is to provide authors another opportunity to showcase the value and status of 
their books. 
Each of the five genres will receive: 
A First Place Award 
A Second Place Award 
A Third Place Award 
A total of five (5) Finalist Awards 
A total of ten (10) Semi-Finalist Awards 
Judging 
Book covers will be judged on impact, design, and originality. Does the cover help the author tell the 
story and inspire sufficient interest for a reader to purchase the book? 
You know how great your book cover is. Give the world an opportunity to know it is a winner. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=879YDZ9NXK5CQ
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With a degree in English, James in-
tended to write. But writing would not 
support a family. So, he entered a 
Ph.D. program in the field of mathe-
matics. This led him on a thirty-five 
year detour which included serving as 
a consultant at the Aerospace Research 
Laboratory in Dayton, Ohio and the 
Water Resources Authority for the 
State of Oklahoma. He worked at a re-
search center prominent in the search 
for oil and gas on projects such as 
mapping salt domes, determining formation porosi-
ty, and interpreting data. He co-founded a database 
company and served as VP of technology.  

 

Along the way, he received grants from the Nation-
al Science Foundation, the National Aviation and 
Space Administration (NASA), and the Data Pro-
cessing Managers Association. He has been listed 
in Who's Who in Computer Science, and Two Thou-
sand Notable Americans. 

 
Then one day, he said, All the kids are out of col-
lege and self-supporting. I no longer have to support 
a family. So, he returned to his first love, writing. 
For two years, he wrote a monthly column for a na-
tional magazine and for six months wrote a weekly 
column that appeared in newspapers in four states. 

He has four published non-fiction books and five 
published mystery/suspense novels. All of his mys-
tery/suspense novels have been released in both 
print and e-pub editions. Two of those have also 
been released as audio books. One of the audio 
books reached number seven on the Books in Mo-
tion list. Two of his novels took first place honors in 

contests. 

  

He spoke on Dialogue. Giving tips and ways to 
make your story more interesting with  dialogue .  

 

(continued on next page) 

Our Speaker for May 2017 was James Callan  Speaking on 
Dialogue 
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Now, Raise 
Your Right Paw and Re-
peat After Me: 

I, (Your Name Here), promise to 
read and review books published by 
ETWG members, and to share in-
formation about their successes, 
signings, interviews, with everyone I 
know on Facebook, Twitter, Blog, 
and other social media outlets. 

All this in the knowledge that, when 
I am published, have an event, or in-
terview, my fellow ETWG members 
will promote me.  

James Callan Continued 

Mr. Callan used a  power point demonstration 
showing how dialogue can help to create suspense, 
mood, and give information to the reader by show-
ing emotion, giving out clues.  

 

Good dialogue keeps the reader reading further to 
find out what will happen next and how the infor-
mation they just gathered in a conversation will fig-
ure in the character’s next move.  

 

Using dialogue to deliver information at just the 
right time affirms the reader’s already built belief in 
the writing and increases the reader’s over all enjoy-
ment. 

 

Afterward, he allowed for  meeting time  with the 
members and question answering. All in all, a good 
meeting. 

 

Page 6 The Next Chapter 

“Summer afternoon—summer 
afternoon; to me those have al-
ways been the two most beauti-

ful words in the English lan-
guage.”  

― Henry James  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/159.Henry_James


There was a small group in attendance at TJC West 
Campus this Nutz and Boltz. The group did two 
writing exercises and shared their finished prod-
ucts,. In the process, everyone learned some new 
words: sophistry, peregrinate,  salivagant, and crash 
bar as it relates to the trucking industry. 
 
Moral of this story: Never invite intelligent writers 
to contribute words for a writing exercise. :) 
 
Janice Ernest passed out some forms to get people 
started on Making Success with Your Life and Your 
Writing. Personal Assessment sheets were given as 
well as a beginning talk on business tools, namely 
business cards. 
 
She passed around several samples for members to 
look at and then asked them what their opinions 
were of the cards.  
 
One of the most expensive cards was a plastic card 
that was totally unreadable. Not worth the expense 
of printing. Another card, had beautiful dragon flies 
on a black background. The card offered a punch 
out area on one side so that when you have pur-
chased ten times you would get something free.  
The card did not give the location of the place in 
question. So, unless you remember where you got 
the card you probably won’t be getting anything 
free anytime soon.  
 
Other cards had tiny writing, difficult to read. One 
card was for a salesperson at a long term care facili-
ty in Tyler Texas. His name was on the front with 
no address. On the back was the name of the corpo-
rate office in Tennessee. Sort of confusing if you 
are wanting to put your mother in a nursing home in 
Tyler, Texas. 
 
Janice informed the members that a business card 
done well can be a very good selling tool. She fur-
ther stated that your business card should contain 
your name in a large readable font. Your contact 
information should be readable and easy to see. She 
also stated that if you are going to use a company 
like Vista Print, make sure to order the back either 
blank or with something on it so that Vista Print 
will not print their advertisement for Vista Print on 

the back of your cards. 
 
She suggested that you opt for a good quality paper, 
and that you use the back for something that will 
benefit your business such as a quote from someone 
for whom you have worked, or a motto for your 
books. 
 
Last but by no means least, a business card does no 
good unless you give them out and supplement 
them with your own personality. People want to 
know you, and if they know and like you, they will 
keep your card, and tell others about you. 
 

So, stop your peregrinating, don’t be a 
salivagant, and come to the June meet-
ing where, hopefully, you won’t en-
counter any sophistry. 
PS. And on the way there do not get 
hit in your crash bar. 
 
On June 12, 2017 Janice Ernest will be speaking 
about how to make income with your writing. 
Come and join in the conversation. 
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May Nutz & Boltz in Review 
Janice Ernest 



 

Never Stop Learning. 

TJC West Campus Offers: 

Courses in: 

 Marketing 

 Software  

 Website Development 

 Courses on Writing taught by our own 
Caleb Pirtle 

 Dance 

 Art 

 Business Management and Tools 

Brinda Carey         
Cordially Invites You 

to Attend  
“Writing My Story” 

Class at the 
Tyler Area Senior Citi-
zens Center (TASCA) 
each Wednesday from 

12 PM until 2 PM 
 

Need More                
Information? 

Call: 903-780-6796 
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Some Writing Quotes About Summer 

 

“I almost wish we were butterflies and liv'd but three 

summer days - three such days with you I could fill 

with more delight than fifty common years could ev-
er contain.”  

― John Keats, Bright Star: Love Letters and Po-
ems of John Keats to Fanny Brawne  

 

“I know I am but summer to your heart, and not the 

full four seasons of the year.”  

― Edna St. Vincent Millay  

 

“What good is the warmth of summer, without the 
cold of winter to give it sweetness.”  

― John Steinbeck, Travels with Charley: In Search 
of America  

 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11978.John_Keats
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6875281
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6875281
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/33998.Edna_St_Vincent_Millay
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/585.John_Steinbeck
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1024827
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1024827


 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2017 

 

January 2017   December 15, 2016 

February 2017   January 13, 2017 

March 2017   February 20, 2017 

April 2017   March 17, 2017 

May 2017   April 14, 2017 

June 2017   May 12, 2017 

July 2017   June 16, 2017 

August 2017   July 14, 2017 

September 2017  August 18, 2017 

October 2017  September 15, 2017 

November 2017   October 13, 2017 

December 2017  November 17, 2017 

January 2018   December 15, 2017 

East Texas Writers Guild Conference July 15, 2017 
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East Texas Writers’ 
Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 
etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed in The Next Chapter are those of the respective contributors only 

 

Published      Aspiring      

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  received by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror   Mainstream  
 Romance         Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense  Westerns                
  Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

Send  completed form along with 
appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 

PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 

Register and Pay On Line at 

www.etwritersguild.org,  

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ 

______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base 
by:_______________________ 


