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A Note from the President 

Spring 

With Spring comes Easter, a day most 
folks set aside for early sunrise wor-
ship services, bunny rabbits and bas-
kets,  Easter Egg Hunts, and the joy of 
watching young children bound 
through the lawn seeking plastic pull 
apart colorful eggs, usually filled with 
candy and/or coins. 

The Easter egg always makes me think 
of rebirth and new beginnings. This 
year, most of my days are occupied 
with a new puppy named Piper. What 
a new beginning this has been. After 
almost twenty years without a new 
puppy, Caleb and I have begun anoth-
er new chapter in our lives. At 3:00 
a.m. this morning, I decided we must 
have had out-of-body experiences to 
even consider adopting a new black 
and white Standard Poodle. Then she 
licked my cheek, and once again, I 
knew we had done the right thing. 

Speaking of new beginnings, East Texas 
Writers Guild is experiencing  growth 
with several new members.  Our mem-
bership now sits at sixty-nine.  I en-
courage each of our members to invite 
your friends, family, and colleagues to 

attend our meetings. 

 

Ask them to come and see what we’re 
all about and begin networking with 
fellow writers. 

 

Linda Pirtle 
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Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Look What’s Coming to  
May Nutz & Boltz? 
 
 

Janice Ernest will be sharing in-
formation regarding the upcoming 
June meeting on “Making Money 
With Your Writing.” Come pre-
pared to have some fun with a 
writing exercise, and a start to-
ward making cash with your 
words. 

Bring any other questions you 
might have and we’ll try to an-
swer them. Send your ideas for fu-
ture meetings to Nancy Larson, 
Vice-President, in charge of the 
topics. Her e-mail is 
nbl276@yahoo.com. 

We encourage you to always 
bring a friend. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Guess Who’s Coming 
to Speak This Year? 

 

May: Jim Callan, Author,  
Dialogue 

June: Janice Ernest, Make 
Money with Your Writing 

July: Prepare for Conference 

 

Do you have a special subject 
you would like to see cov-
ered at our monthly meet-
ings? Let Nancy Larson 
know. It will help her to 
bring information which you 
can use. 

 

mailto:nbl276@yahoo.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Texas Writers Guild 14th Annual Summer Conference 
 

           KEYS TO SUCCESSFUL WRITING  
        Mystery, First Draft, Emotion, Drama, Humor 

 

Saturday, July 15  *  9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Tyler Junior College - West Campus - 1530 S SW Loop 323, Tyler, Texas 75701 

 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 

8:30 – 9:00 Registration 
9:00 - 10:30  Claire Sanders - How I Learned to Show and Not Tell 
10:30 - 10:40  Break 
10:40 - 12:10  Jamie Jones - The Craft of Rewrite – When Revising is Not Enough 
12:10 - 1:30  Lunch catered by Jason’s Deli 
Announcement of winners of ETWG Blue Ribbon Book Cover Contest 
Fabulous Door Prizes 
1:30 - 3:00  Patricia Burroughs – Writing With Passion 
3:00 - 4:00  Mix and Mingle with speakers, authors & vendors 
 

 
CONFERENCE FEE 
 

$65 members; $75 non-members; $25 students; $10 Early Bird discount before June 1 
  (Lunch included) 
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East Texas Writers Guild’s 
 

Got ‘ya Covered Book Cover Contest 2017 
 

You know how great your book cover is. Give the 
world an opportunity to know it is a winner. 

THE EAST TEXAS WRITERS GUILD is sponsoring its annual national and international Blue Rib-
bon Book Cover Contest. Winning entries will receive beautiful badges, another valuable tool for pro-
moting and marketing your books. 
The competition is open to all authors who have published books between January 1, 2015 and June 
1, 2017. 
Entry fee is $15 per book cover. Authors may submit as many book covers as they want, but the fee is 
$15 for each cover. 
Submit the Amazon URL of your entries by email to Caleb Pirtle at 
caleb@venturegalleries.com. 
Entry fee payments will be made via PayPal to the East Texas Writers Guild.  
Badges will be awarded for the following Genres: 
 Romance 
Mystery/Thriller 
Science Fiction/Fantasy 
Historical Fiction 
Nonfiction/Memoir 
Eligibility 
The contest is open to all books, fiction or nonfiction, published between January 1, 2015 and June 1, 

2017. 
An author may submit as many entries as he or she would like. 
Please submit only the URL link of the book on Amazon 
Prestigious Badges 
There will be a total of eighteen (18) attractive, prestigious badges awarded in each category. Win-
ners can place the high-resolution digital badges on either their winning eBooks or paper books or 
both. The goal is to provide authors another opportunity to showcase the value and status of 
their books. 
Each of the five genres will receive: 
A First Place Award 
A Second Place Award 
A Third Place Award 
A total of five (5) Finalist Awards 
A total of ten (10) Semi-Finalist Awards 
Judging 
Book covers will be judged on impact, design, and originality. Does the cover help the author tell the 
story and inspire sufficient interest for a reader to purchase the book? 
You know how great your book cover is. Give the world an opportunity to know it is a winner. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=879YDZ9NXK5CQ
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  ‘Blessed Beginnings’ 
        By Marilyn Grounds (2004)Mother of  the Bride 
 

Love is the root of  all blessed beginnings; 
Praise God for the love he invented for us to enjoy. 
 

With the foundation of  The Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Love will sustain all things, for all things 
are possible Through God’s power that strengthens us. 

 

Say kind words that will grow love, 
Do the unexpected, be ready for the 

Unexpected, and Surprise with patience. 
 

Being supportive and encouraging will evoke the Greatness of  self-esteem and pride 
in each other. 
Leave angry and harsh words out of  your life, 
For harsh words are not forgotten and 

Sweet words must be repeated often. 
 

Your humor and laughter are the sweetest 
Of  all sounds, 
Happiness permeates in your presence, and 

Is infectious to us all. 
Your love for each other, given by God, 
Received in gratitude and respectful harmony 

Brought you to this day of  celebration! 
 

Your wedding day is all our joy, and 

We pray that God’s Blessed Beginnings 
Be with you both 

All the days of  your life. 
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With a degree in English, James in-
tended to write. But writing would not 
support a family. So, he entered a 
Ph.D. program in the field of mathe-
matics. This led him on a thirty-five 
year detour which included serving as 
a consultant at the Aerospace Research 
Laboratory in Dayton, Ohio and the 
Water Resources Authority for the 
State of Oklahoma. He worked at a re-
search center prominent in the search 
for oil and gas on projects such as 
mapping salt domes, determining formation porosi-
ty, and interpreting data. He co-founded a database 
company and served as VP of technology.  

 

Along the way, he received grants from the Nation-
al Science Foundation, the National Aviation and 
Space Administration (NASA), and the Data Pro-
cessing Managers Association. He has been listed 
in Who's Who in Computer Science, and Two Thou-
sand Notable Americans. 

 
Then one day, he said, All the kids are out of col-
lege and self-supporting. I no longer have to support 
a family. So, he returned to his first love, writing. 
For two years, he wrote a monthly column for a na-
tional magazine and for six months wrote a weekly 
column that appeared in newspapers in four states. 

He has four published non-fiction books and five 
published mystery/suspense novels. All of his mys-
tery/suspense novels have been released in both 
print and e-pub editions. Two of those have also 
been released as audio books. One of the audio 
books reached number seven on the Books in Mo-
tion list. Two of his novels took first place honors in 

contests. 

 

(continued on next page) 

Our Speaker for May 2017 will be James Callan  
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 Open your eyes 

and ears in 2017 

 Share with ETWG at the meetings 
any upcoming events, signings, in-
terviews, etc. 

 Attend  events, workshops, sign-
ings, watch TV interviews, listen to 
radio, and share all information on 
your social media and work of 
mouth. 

Now, Raise Your Right Paw and Re-
peat After Me: 

I, (Your Name Here), promise to 
read and review books published by 
ETWG members, and to share in-
formation about their successes, 
signings, interviews, with everyone I 
know on Facebook, Twitter, Blog, 
and other social media outlets. 

All this in the knowledge that, when 
I am published, have an event, or in-
terview, my fellow ETWG members 
will promote me.  

 

James Callan Continued 

He has edited one anthology, and had his 
work published in three other anthologies. 

James also presents workshops in the U.S. 
and in Mexico on various aspects of the 
writing craft. 

James is active in several writers' organiza-
tions, including The Northeast Texas Writ-
ers' Organization (NETWO), the Ozarks 
Writers League (OWL), the Oklahoma Writ-
ers Federation, Inc. (OWFI), and the Puerto 
Vallarta Writers' Group. For fourteen years, 
he served as director of the NETWO annual 
writers' conference, a highly respected con-
ference held in northeast Texas each spring. 
He helped establish the Trails Country Cen-
ter for the Arts - now called The Winnsboro 
Center for the Arts - and served as its presi-
dent for a year. 

James and his wife, Earlene, split their time 
between their home in the middle of a forest 
in east Texas, and their condo on the beach 
in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. 

Please come listen to this intelligent, experi-
enced author as he speaks about Dialogue.  
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A large crowd was gathered at TJC’s West Campus 
Monday night, to receive tips on ways and places to 
advertise your book for free. 

Nancy Larsaon, Author of the Galveston Indignities 
Series and  Carson Chance P.I. shared and demon-
strated places you can advertise your book on for  

minimal or no money. She also gave out a  handout 
with information and web sites to each attendee. 

 

Bil Burgdorf shared about the upcoming  “One Act 
Play contest at the Tyler Civic Theatre, and after the 
meeting, Tamara Kratzer showed and shared some 
of the books about writing which she had purchased 
at the Book Sale this year. 

 

Our thanks to Nancy , Bill, and Tamara for sharing 
with us at the meeting and also, Congratulations to 
Sandy Clarke whose first book is in the process of 
final changes on the galley proof. I know we all 
look forward to the final printed copy of “Save 
Me.” 
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April Nutz & Boltz in Review 
Nancy Larson’s List of Places to Advertise 



Nancy Hudgins aka Dana 
Wayne Wins                                             

2017 Best of Texas Book 
Award  

Local author Dana Wayne has been awarded the 
2017 Best of Texas Book Award for Contempo-
rary Romance by the Texas Association of Au-
thors. Her winning entry, Secrets of The Heart, 
was also her debut novel. 

The contest spotlights works by Texas authors 
and this year produced winners in forty-eight dif-
ferent categories. It also marked the fifth year for 
the event and had the largest number of entries to 
date. TxAuthors promotes authors from the Lone 
Star State by leveraging the knowledge and exper-
tise of its members to promote their works both lo-
cally and globally. 

Awards will be presented during the Celebration of 
Authors Gala in Houston on July 29th which is part 
of the 2nd Annual Authors Marketing Event taking 
place July 28-30. 

Winners will also have their books on display and 
for sale at the event. Sample chapters from winning 
books as well as a list of previous years’ winners 
can be found at http://Books.TxAuthors.com. 

Dana Wayne is the pen name for Gilmer resident, 
Nancy Hudgins. “My mother actually chose my pen 
name when I was still in high school, which is why 
I use it today. I grew up listening to my father read 
passages from his collection of paperback westerns, 
and was fascinated by how the writer could paint a 
picture with words so vivid, I could see it. That’s 
when I decided that one day, I would be a writer.” 

Over the years, life happened and her dream re-
mained in a holding pattern. She did squeeze in the 
usual gamut of poetry, short stories and the occa-
sional newspaper article, but nothing that fulfilled 
the hunger inside until she retired in 2013. Since 
then, she has published two books and is working 
on a third, as well as contributing to local writing 
anthologies. 

Her books, Secrets of The Heart and Mail Order 

Groom, are available online at 
Amazon and all major retailers, 
or through her website at 
www.danawayne.com.Local 
author Dana Wayne has been 
awarded the 2017 Best of Tex-
as Book Award for Contempo-
rary Romance by the Texas As-
sociation of Authors. Her win-
ning entry, Secrets of The 
Heart, was also her debut nov-
el. 

The contest spotlights works by 
Texas authors and this year 

produced winners in forty-eight different catego-
ries. It also marked the fifth year for the event and 
had the largest number of entries to date. TxAu-
thors promotes authors from the Lone Star State by 
leveraging the knowledge and expertise of its mem-
bers to promote their works both locally and global-
ly. 

Awards will be presented during the Celebration of 
Authors Gala in Houston on July 29th which is part 
of the 2nd Annual Authors Marketing Event taking 
place July 28-30. 

Winners will also have their books on display and 
for sale at the event. Sample chapters from winning 
books as well as a list of previous years’ winners 
can be found at http://Books.TxAuthors.com. 
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Fiction Needs Fact! 

By J.R. Lindermuth as seen on James Cal-
lan’s blog. 

Today’s guest is a retired newspaper editor, J. R. Lin-
dermuth.  He lives and writes in a house built by a 
man who rode with Buffalo Bill Cody. He has 
published 16 novels, including six in his Sticks 
Hetrick crime series, plus a non-fiction regional 
history. His short stories and articles have been 
published in a variety of magazines. He is a 
member of International Thriller Writers and is a 
past vice president of the Short Mystery Fiction 
Society. He currently serves as librarian of his 
county historical society, where he assists pa-
trons with genealogy and research 

If you write fiction, you have to pay attention to facts. 

That may sound like a contradiction, but it isn’t 
meant to. Fiction offers a simulation of reality and if 
you wrongly portray something your reader knows as 
‘fact’ you may be called out on it. 

Suppose you’re writing a story set in Arizona in the 
1870s (as I did with Geronimo Must Die). You can rely 
on imagination and create a world to suit your pur-

pose. That’s called 
fantasy and, if your 
reader is informed 
that’s the intent, it’ll 
probably be accepted 
without question. 

On the other hand, if 
you want your reader 
to believe the story is 
set in this place and 
time, it becomes im-
portant to express 
things as they actually 
were. You can twist 
things a little to suit 
your purpose (that’s 

called fiction), so 
long as your reader 
is willing to accept 
them. For instance, 
your reader will ac-
cept your character 
riding a horse or 
mule but may frown 
if you seat them on a 
dragon (that would 
be fantasy). 

There are two meth-
ods. One is called empathy. The other is research. 

Empathy is vicariously experiencing the emotion, 
thought or action of another person. This is a useful 
tool for a writer in many circumstances. However it 
has its limits. Some characteristics are timeless. But 
you live in the 21st century and attitudes today differ 
to a certain degree from those of the 19th century. 
How can you know what’s true today was also true 
then? 

The answer is through research. You don’t have a 
time machine, but we do have a good substitute to 
give us some idea of what life was like in those days. 
Reading biographies, histories and fiction of the peri-
od provides some insight. These sources were im-
portant to me in accurately depicting the Apache and 
life on the San Carlos reservation. An even better 
choice for general historical fiction is newspapers of 
the period. Newspapers reflect the character of the 
times in which they’re created–they show us what 
was important to people, what they did with their 
time, their morals, their prejudices. Everything you 
need to create a believable character of the period. 

These newspapers are available in collections at his-
torical societies, in many libraries and even on line. 
Librarians are good at telling us where to find news-
papers to suit our needs. Reading them is fun and 
sure to stimulate your imagination. 



April Speaker in Review 
 

 
Award Winning Au-
thor and Professional 
Editor, Linda Yezak  
spoke at the East 
Tesxas Writers’s 
Guild located at the 
Tyler Area Chamber 
of Commerce on 
North Broadway in 
Tyler, TX. 
 
 

Her talk centered on , “How to Put Emotion into  
Your Writing.” 
 
She discussed the usage of sentence fragments, and 
when they are most effective, and when are run on 
sentences the right tool to use. 
 
So many times, we use the word, ‘he felt’, or ‘she 
was terrified’ or ‘she was sad.’ Putting emotion into 
your writing .is more than just telling the reader 
how your character is feeling. It is found  in bring-
ing the reader into an empathy/sympathy with the 
character. The art of bringing emotion is not to tell 
the  reader what they need to feel, but to show and  
expect the reader’s intelligence to fill in the blanks. 
 
She used several excerpts to show  emotion through 
the written word. 
 
Her talk was excellent and thoughtful. She set a goal 
for each of the writers in the room, to take their 
writing further than ever before in its thoughtfulness 
and depth. 
 
Thank you Linda for sharing with us. It is golden 
information which was eye opening and encourag-
ing. 
 
 
(more photos on  Next Page)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linda Read Excerpts which Demonstrated ways of 
communicating Emotion to the Reader 

Brinda Carey         
Cordially Invites You 

to Attend  
“Writing My Story” 

Class at the 
Tyler Area Senior Citi-
zens Center (TASCA) 
each Wednesday from 

12 PM until 2 PM 
 

Need More                
Information? 

Call: 903-780-6796 
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More Photos from the April Meeting 

with Linda Yezak. 

 

 

 

 

 

Released April 1st, the second edition of the seven-
time award-winning book, "If You Tell Me, I Can 
Fly!" now comes in a male and female version. With 
stunning illustrations and Sharon Thayer’s subtle 
metaphors and inspirational conclusion, "If You Tell 
Me, I Can Fly!" is the perfect gift for anyone starting 
a new phase in their life. From small steps to giant 
leaps, the dream within takes flight with one simple 
yet powerful message, “You can fly!”  Who do you 
need to tell?  (Available at www.Carousel-
Publishing.com with free inspirational window cling 
and signed by the author or barnesandnoble.com) 

Tell them and they will fly! 

Sharon Thayer, Author/Speaker 

sharon@Carousel-Publishing.com 

Sharon Thayer, New Release 
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Have you ever read a book and right in the mid-
dle of the story there is something so unreal it 
makes you stop reading?  There is an actual 
name for this. It is known as Suspension of be-
lief. There you were getting into the story when 
something occurs that interrupts your thought 
and makes you think: There is no possible way 
that could happen. Sometimes, this response is 
so interruptive that you put down the book, nev-
er to pick it up again. 
 
So, what makes authors decide to write these 
scenes? Many times the author is writing about 
a place or situation with which they are unfa-
miliar and tend to fill in the blanks with inade-
quate information. If you are reading this, you 
might be asking the question, “What does this 
have to do with having fun with my writing?” 
 
It has a lot to do with it. As a Freelancer, graph-
ic artist, or author, you live in a very special 
occupational realm. Your perameters stretch far 
beyond your own life knowledge base. As a 
writer, you can ask questions and seek answers. 
You can explore new places, learn more, write 
down your ideas and concepts, keep files of in-
spirational  and interesting sayings.  
 
Take a day trip and open your senses to every-
thing around you. Look at the people, listen to 
their conversations, meet someone new on each 
journey. Take pictures, write down your obser-
vations.  
 
If you are writing a police based novel, go to 
the police department and see if they’ll let you 
ride along. 
 
If you are writing about horses, go to a stable, 
learn as much as you can.  
 
In the news business they will tell you that the 
closer you are to the source the more accurate 
your reporting will be. It is the same with writ-
ing your short story or novel. 

 
Keep a file 
of your 
ideas, keep 
your note-
book by 
your bed at 
night, if 

you wake with a new concept, write it down. 
 
Then, when you write, pull from this wealth of 
gathered information and you might create a 
best seller. But, in the meantime, get up from 
the desk and get started living. It will make 
writing a 
lot more 
fun! 
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Want to Make Writing More Fun?  

By Janice Ernest 
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May, Nutz & Boltz Assignment #1 
Goal to Set if You Want to Make 

Money With Your Writing 

 

1. Go to the Bookstore nearest you and look at the-

magazines and books.  

2. Write down what kind of things interest  you? 

3. What things are hot and what things are not. 

4. If you write novels, go to the  section of the store 

where a novel of your genre would be and look at the  

covers. Does one style catch your eye more than oth-

ers? 

5. If you want to write for magazines, pull them off 

the shelf and sit down and look at their format, look 

to see if they are accepting unsolicited submissions. 

If they are, write down their information and criteria 

for submission. (this may sometimes be listed as an 

email address or website.) 

Try these first few steps before the May Nutz & Boltz 

Meeting.. Come prepared to share what you have dis-

covered.. 



Got Questions About Blogging, or How To Set Up and Run Your Blog Most Effectively? 

As I was searching the internet for this newsletter I came across this site: 

 http://www.buildyourownblog.net/blog/   

The site above has videos, articles, and how tos on starting your blog, and making it successful. The man do-
ing the video instruction talks slow and uses good screenshots to help you along the way. I would definitely 

suggest this as a source for anyone who is wanting to start their blog. 

Generate Immediate Exposure for Your Book with a Free BookDaily Author Account 

We invite you to set up a free author account on BookDaily to promote your book to our readers. BookDaily 
introduces authors to new readers by providing a sample chapter from the author's books. Just yesterday, 
14,869 sample chapters were sent to our readers by email. 

It only takes a few minutes to set up your account and you'll see your books next to those by best-selling au-
thors on BookDaily.com, just waiting to be discovered by new readers! 

Book Marketing Benefits 

Join the growing community of authors who use BookDaily as a tool in developing their online promotional 
strategies. A free BookDaily author account allows you to: 

 Post the first chapter of any of your books for reader review 

 Post your biography and photo 

 Include a link to your website or your blog for new traffic and SEO value 

 Load video about your book 

 Receive a regular author marketing newsletter from thought leaders in digital book marketing 

 Promote your work with our free widget, press release information, and more 

Free Bonus: Receive a free copy of our ebook, “Online Marketing for Authors”, loaded with online mar-
keting information 

It's Easy to Get Started! 

If you have already begun promoting your book online, the chances are very good that you already have every-
thing you need and it should only take a few minutes. We'll walk you through the following steps to make it 
easy: 

 Set up account name and password 

 Verify your email address 

 Load your bio, picture and videos 

 Add your sample chapter 

 Begin promoting! 
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2017 Writers Contests 

 

The 2017 East Texas Writer’s Guild First 

Chapter Contest has changed. This year the 

judges will not be judging manuscripts. 

 They will be judging book covers. Keep 

watching the TNC for further information 

as it comes forth.  

_________________________________________     

A link you should check out: 

http://www.fanstory.com/index1n.jsp?wc=1&
at=3&wct=1&noentryfee=1&gclid=CIC1n7e

e49ECFR6ewAod3qkOrA 

 

_________________________________________      

Are you a poet? Check out this link: 

http://www.poetrynation.com/contest_entry

.php?ad=poetrycontest&gclid=CPWsrvef49E

CFR61wAodn2oFSg 

 

_________________________________________ 

For those of you who would like to write for 

the big screen, check out this link: 

https://pageawards.com/?gclid=CNKDpOSh

49ECFU1gfgodHucE0w 

 

 

 

You have 

to Enter 

To Win. 
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Have You Checked Out the Link Be-

low and Set Your Goal to Write An 

Anthology Piece This Month? 

 

 

Check out 

http://writingcareer.com/cal

l-for-anthology-submissions 

to see some great oppor-

tunities to write in differ-

ent genres and submit to 

these listed anthologies. 

http://www.fanstory.com/index1n.jsp?wc=1&at=3&wct=1&noentryfee=1&gclid=CIC1n7ee49ECFR6ewAod3qkOrA
http://www.fanstory.com/index1n.jsp?wc=1&at=3&wct=1&noentryfee=1&gclid=CIC1n7ee49ECFR6ewAod3qkOrA
http://www.fanstory.com/index1n.jsp?wc=1&at=3&wct=1&noentryfee=1&gclid=CIC1n7ee49ECFR6ewAod3qkOrA
http://www.poetrynation.com/contest_entry.php?ad=poetrycontest&gclid=CPWsrvef49ECFR61wAodn2oFSg
http://www.poetrynation.com/contest_entry.php?ad=poetrycontest&gclid=CPWsrvef49ECFR61wAodn2oFSg
http://www.poetrynation.com/contest_entry.php?ad=poetrycontest&gclid=CPWsrvef49ECFR61wAodn2oFSg
https://pageawards.com/?gclid=CNKDpOSh49ECFU1gfgodHucE0w
https://pageawards.com/?gclid=CNKDpOSh49ECFU1gfgodHucE0w
http://writingcareer.com/call-for-anthology-submissions
http://writingcareer.com/call-for-anthology-submissions


 

 

 

 

 

Fanstory.com—lots of contests, updated daily. 

 

Poets and Writers Submission Deadlines for Contests 

 

http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/blo 

 

https://thewritelife.com/writing-contests/ 

 

https://theprose.com/challenges/newest 

 

Aerogramme Studios 

 

Diamond Book Award 

 

https://www.poets.org/academy-american-poets/james-laughlin-
award-guidelines 

 

 
The above are just a few of the resources I found that might help you to set some goals for your writing 
and don’t forget  NANOWRIMO in November, it will help you exercise your writing muscles and get 
you on track to completing your next novel. 
The blue link in this paragraph will take you to information about how to professionally Format your manuscript entries. 
Realize though, that you must always read the publisher’s or contest holder’s rules for specific instruction as to how to 
format. This example is a general one, but can be quite helpful when entering your work. Proper Manuscript Format : 
Short Story Format  

 

 
. 
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Why Not Enter  One of These Contests in 2017 

#1 

http://www.fanstory.com/contestsall.jsp
http://www.fanstory.com/contestsall.jsp
http://www.pw.org/submission_calendar
http://www.pw.org/submission_calendar
http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/blo
https://thewritelife.com/writing-contests/
https://theprose.com/challenges/newest
http://www.aerogrammestudio.com/2016/09/20/opportunities-for-writers-october-and-november-2016/
https://kcbooksandmusic.wordpress.com/diamond-book-award/
https://kcbooksandmusic.wordpress.com/diamond-book-award/
https://www.poets.org/academy-american-poets/james-laughlin-award-guidelines
https://www.poets.org/academy-american-poets/james-laughlin-award-guidelines
http://www.shunn.net/format/
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What are Your Plans for 2017? 

 

Book fairs and festivals in Texas: This site just updated 2/19/2017 
 

Book Clubs in Texas 

Texas Independent Bookstores 

Writers Workshops and Conferences 

For all you aspiring and already published poets in our group here 
is a list of Texas Slams, storyteller events. 

All of the great information above came from: 
www.texasbooklover.com 

During the year keep checking back on these sites; you might just 
find the right events for you! 

Writers Groups in Texas 

http://writersrelief.com/writing-groups-for-writers/#texas 

Never Stop Learning. 

TJC West Campus Offers: 

Courses in: 

 Marketing 

 Software  

 Website Development 

 Courses on Writing taught by our own 
Caleb Pirtle 

 Dance 

 Art 

 Business Management and Tools 

http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/texas-book-fairsfests.html
http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/texas-book-clubs.html
http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/shop-your-texas-indie-bookstores.html
http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/texas-writers-workshops.html
http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/texas-poetry-slams.html
http://www.texasbooklover.com
http://writersrelief.com/writing-groups-for-writers/#texas
http://www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies/info/2/catalog
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The Silver Leos Writing Group 
Invites you to attend 

A Workshop by 

Caleb Pirtle  

“The ABC’s Of Writing” 

May 6, 2017 from 8:00 A.M. to 4:45 P.M. 

At  

Texas A&M Commerce  

Alumni Center 

 

Attendance cost is $40.00 

For information on how to register call: 

Sharon Feldt @ 1-903-335-8502 

 

 

“When spring came, even the false spring, there were no problems except 
where to be happiest. The only thing that could spoil a day was people and 
if you could keep from making engagements, each day had no limits. People 
were always the limiters of happiness except for the very few that were as 
good as spring itself.” -Ernest Hemingway  



 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2017 

 

January 2017   December 15, 2016 

February 2017   January 13, 2017 

March 2017   February 20, 2017 

April 2017   March 17, 2017 

May 2017   April 14, 2017 

June 2017   May 12, 2017 

July 2017   June 16, 2017 

August 2017   July 14, 2017 

September 2017  August 18, 2017 

October 2017  September 15, 2017 

November 2017   October 13, 2017 

December 2017  November 17, 2017 

January 2018   December 15, 2017 

East Texas Writers Guild Conference July 15, 2017 
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East Texas Writers’ 
Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 
etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed in The Next Chapter are those of the respective contributors only 

 

Published      Aspiring      

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  received by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Page 23 The Next Chapter 

Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror   Mainstream  
 Romance         Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense  Westerns                
  Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

Send  completed form along with 
appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 

PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 

Register and Pay On Line at 

www.etwritersguild.org,  

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ 

______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base 
by:_______________________ 


