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March Nutz & Boltz 
March 19. 2017 at 6:00 P.M. 

(Board Meeting at 5 P.M.) 

At  

 TJC West  Campus 

The Next Chapter 
March 2017 Edition 



Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Look What’s Coming to  
March Nutz & Boltz? 
 
 

March will be equally excit-
ing. Everyone will be invited 
to read a short story to the 
group. There will be a time 
limit of three minutes,( about 
300 words). Make sure you 
time it before you come. Po-
etry, short story, or a chapter 
from your book is suggested. 
We have done this before and 
it is always fun. 

Bring any other questions you 
might have and we’ll try to an-
swer them. Send your ideas for fu-
ture meetings to Nancy Larson, 
Vice-President, in charge of the 
topics. Her e-mail is 
nbl276@yahoo.com. 

We encourage you to always 
bring a friend. 

  

 

 

 

Guess Who’s Coming 
to Speak This Year? 

 

March:  Gail Reed and Hel-
en Myers, Authors of “A 
Flock of Sparrows.” Their 
topic will be Collaborative 
Writing. 

April:  Linda Yezak, Author  
Putting Emotion  into Fiction 

May: Jim Callan, Author,  
Dialogue 

June: Janice Ernest, Make 
Money with Your Writing 

Do you have a special subject 
you would like to see cov-
ered at our monthly meet-
ings? Let Nancy Larson 
know. It will help her to 
bring information which you 
can use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nbl276@yahoo.com
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Helen Foster Reed is the pseudonym made 
from the combined name of three authors 
who wrote “A Flock of Sparrows, A novel.” 

Who are these three authors?  

How did they get together? 

What’s it like to collaborate with another 
writer and write a book? 

How can you team up and write a novel? 

These are all questions that can be asked 
and answered at the March, 2nd Monday 
meeting at the Genecov Room of the Tyler 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Since beginning their merger into one writ-
er, they have now moved to separate states 
but  have decided to continue as a team and 
are already planning more novels for the fu-
ture. 

Helen R. Myers was 
born in New Jersey; however, 

she has called Texas home for 
over four decades. A writer 
and poet since she was a child, 
she won an honorable mention 

in poetry in a Writer’s Di-
gest competition, but then 
spent a number of years in the 
metals industry and banking 

before selling her first book in 1986. Since then she has writ-

ten forty-seven romances, and seven suspense novels, and is 

currently working on her second mainstream novel..  

Madeleine June 
Foster was born in Loui-
siana, and later moved to Tex-

as where she met her husband 
and reared a family. She has a 
Master’s degree in Education 
and certification in counseling. 
Shortly after retirement her 

traditional family life came to 
an abrupt end when her be-

loved husband, Wayne, died and her two grown children 
accepted career advancements. Within a year her entire fam-

ily relocated, giving her the opportunity to move to North 

Carolina and continue her love of being a grandmother.  

 

Mary Gail Reed is a 
native Texan who 
has had a lifelong 
passion for writing. 
She and her veteri-
narian husband of 
thirty-eight years 
raised four children 
in the Northeast re-
gion of the state. 
After the youngest 
graduated, she trav-

eled extensively through her work for USDA 
and as an auditor for a Fortune 500 compa-
ny. Continually honing her craft as a writer, 
she had short stories published in college 
library collections, as well as articles in a  
regional newspaper. 

To Learn more go to: 
http://www.myersandreed.com/about.html 

Our Speaker for March is a Writer With Three Personalities 



Page 4 The Next Chapter 

April will bring us showers and Linda 
Yezak will bring us words about how 
to add emotion to you writing. 

Linda Yezak is  a Texan through 
and through.  She believes Texas is 
the best. “Sweet tea, grits, and “bless 
your heart’ are also part of her cul-
tural background. She also enjoys a 
little Mexican spice in her life in the 
form of jalepenos. 

In 2014, her short story, “Slider,” won first 
place in short stories and a grand prize in the 
East Texas Baptist University Writers’ Confer-
ence.  This same story received honorable men-
tion in Saturday Evening Post’s “Great Ameri-
can Fiction Contest” n 2015, and is included in 
their 2016 anthology. 

Aside from writing, she is a freelance editor 
who enjoys speaking for writing groups and con-
ferences.  She is a member of American Chris-
tian Fiction Writers (ACFW), Women’s Ficiton 
Writer’s Association (WFWA), and The Chris-
tian PEN (Proofreaders and Editors Network). 

Here are some of her books : 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Speaker for April 2017 will be Linda Yezak 

https://lindayezak.com/ 

https://lindayezak.com/
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We didn’t mean to fall in love. It just hap-
pened. I’d known her from a distance for years, but 
I never knew how much she’d mean to me. When 
she came to live with us she was so hurt she needed 
help to get out of bed. She couldn’t get dressed or 
undressed alone.  

All I could do was sit next to her. Lay next 
to her. I think the day I licked her face to see if she 
was still breathing and accidentally stuck my tongue 
up her nose, maybe that was when it happened. The 
falling in love part. She laughed. She hadn’t 
laughed for a long time before that.  

My Mom, the one who got me when I was a 
puppy, well, she didn’t need me like Grandma did. I 
still loved her and the other pups in the pack – 
Caleb and Crista and Clair. But they were too busy 
for a tiny dog.  

Grandma sat next to me on the couch and 
I’d watch the world go by. I slept by her feet. Or 
crawled onto her chest, even though she told me it 
hurt and moved me a little. She never told me to get 
away. She’d tell me I was beautiful and perfect. She 
said I could not do anything wrong and she never 
yelled.  

I’m not good with time, being a dog, but she 
came during the hot time of year and was there dur-
ing the snow time. During the next hot time, she 
was leaving. I was sad, because she taught me to 
walk on a leash, took me places, showed me things, 
fed me, and made sure I was taken care of. I was the 
most important person in her life. I’d never have 
anyone like her again. I loved her more than anyone 
there. And she loved me too.  

I heard Mom say, “You’re stealing my dog.” 
Grandma said, “She’s not your dog anymore. I’m 
taking her with me.  We belong together.” My heart 
sang with joy, because we do belong together!  

 

My first family got a bigger dog that could 
play with the kids. I was fine with that because I 
have Grandma – now and forever. I’ve seen them 
again, but Grandma and I – we come and go togeth-
er. She’s mine and I’m hers.  

We are never apart more than a few hours. 

Grandma tells me how much she loves me and that 
she’ll always be here for me. I still end up sticking 
my tongue up her nose now and then because my 
tongue is so tiny. It’s an accident. Well, not really. 
She still laughs.  

I go everywhere with her. We’ve even been 
to Mexico! I got to run on the beach! We haven’t 
traveled much lately and sometimes I get bored. But 
I will never be bored being told I’m the best girl in 
the world, that she will love me forever, and she 
can’t live without me.  

 Open your eyes and ears in 2017 

 Share with ETWG at the meetings any upcom-
ing events, signings, interviews, etc. 

 Attend  events, workshops, signings, watch TV 
interviews, listen to radio, and share all infor-
mation on your social media and work of 
mouth. 

Now, Raise Your Right Paw and Repeat After 
Me: 

I, (Your Name Here), promise to read and re-
view books published by ETWG members, and 
to share information about their successes, sign-
ings, interviews, with everyone I know on Face-
book, Twitter, Blog, and other social media out-
lets. 

All this in the knowledge that, when I am pub-
lished, have an event, or interview, my fellow 
ETWG members will promote me.  

We Didn’t Mean To Fall In Love: A Dog Love Story 

By Marsha Graham 
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A Rim Symphony By Wm. A. Burgdorf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was close. It happens every summer afternoon. I 
sit on the cabin porch with my brogan covered feet 
resting on the porch rail and feel the air seem to 
suck into itself.  

The hair on my arms tingles momentarily—then 
lightning splits the air with a flash.  

I watch the sapphire-blue sky above the Mogollon 
Rim begin its convulsion into a dramatic climatic 
thunderstorm.  

Huge, billowing, rolling cumulous clouds begin a 
boiling, tumbling advance across and over the top 
of the Rim. The clouds build, shatter, concussively 
collide, and rebuild growing fuller, fluffier, billow-
ing higher and higher after each joining.  

During the summer months, I sit on my cabin porch 
and watch the sky above the Mogollon Rim begin 
its daily conversion into its symphony of a thunder-
storm. 

Cloud color begins to change from shocking bril-
liant white to subtle shades of gray underbellies. 
Eventually the gray evolves into dark, black, growl-
ing clouds scudding low along the Rim top.  

Suddenly, unexpectedly, shockingly there is a flash. 
Electricity springs from the clouds to the ground. 
Stabs of lightning precipitate the ominous thunder 
that crashes and volleys against the canyons and 
cliffs of the Rim, and it’s percussion rolls down the 
valleys. The thunderstorm is underway.  

During my youth, I spent many summers under the 
craggy face of Arizona’s Mogollon Rim. This spec-
tacular geological feature of ruddy red sandstone 
and cream-colored limestone rises as an inspiring 
wall across the middle of the state, running 200 
miles, from the northwest to southeast corners.  

 

Formed from sediments deposited during the Car-
boniferous and Permian Periods, convulsions of the 
earth’s surface thrusts this end of the Colorado Plat-
eau to a soaring 8000 feet above sea level.  

Payson, Arizona, “The Gateway to Rim Country,” 
at the foot of the Mogollon is the closest town to 
my summer home, Boy Scout Camp “Geronimo.” 
Ponderosa and Pinon pine forests surround the 
town. Interspersed among the pines are Juniper and 
Oak as well as some hearty cacti species, Manza-
nita, century plant, and yucca that climb up from 
the desert below. As vegetation ascends the Rim 
wall above Payson’s 5000 feet elevation, desert va-
rieties recede. Covering and crowning the Mogollon 
is the largest Ponderosa pine forest in the country  

The face of the Rim has been assaulted over eons 
by exposure to wind and water. Faulting contributed 
in shattering the surface and aiding erosion to create 
canyons, valleys, rocky out-cropping, buttes, and 
overhangs. All of these physical features, beautiful 
in their ruggedness, are enhanced even more with 
the forest covering them. This afternoon, I watch 
enthralled as the black threatening cumulous clouds 
spill from the Rim spreading over the canyons and 
valley. Sharp, stark, jagged, jabbing lightning crash-
es from left to right. Some striking the ground and 
even more leaps from cloud to cloud. Each brief 
flash lights up and exposes the body of stacked 
clouds revealing their immense size and beauty. 
This masterful work of art splashes on the ‘cumulus 
canvas.’ With each lightning strike a masterpiece is 
there for an instant, then gone, never again repeat-
ed. All I can do it sit and watch in awe as nature 
reveals its beauty  

While the lightning flashes beauty on the clouds, 
some of the strikes find their way into the tall pines 
that stretch skyward to grasp the passing clouds. 
Some of the trees are dead wood ‘snags’ looking to 
end their existence by being plunged into fire  

(continued on page  8) 
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A Rim Symphony  

By Wm. A. Burgdorf (Continued) 
from the lightning. Across the face of the Rim 
smoke is seen rising from scattered locations as the 
‘snags’ begin to burn.  
 
Then comes the rain.  
 
Sweet smelling drops crash and rattle on the porch’s 
metal roof as wave after wave saturates everything. 
The initial deluge sweeps over then follows a steady 
shower for thirty minutes. Sometimes this shower 
makes it difficult to clearly see the top of the Rim. 
The ‘snags’ that burn now smolder, lifting their 
inky, snaky, smoke trails skyward mixing with the 
clinging clouds.  
 
I sit enthralled in the sounds, sights, and smells of 
this natural symphony, and notice that the drifting 
clouds are followed by a crystal clear sapphire blue 
sky.  
 
After forty-five minutes, the overture is complete. 
 
 The rains diminish and drift southward. Once 
again, I’ve participated in the unprecedented 
uniqueness of nature below the Mogollon Rim.  
 
Tomorrow, I’ll enjoy this Rim symphony again.  
 
 
 

Happy St. 
Patricks 
Day! 
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Brinda Carey Cordially 
Invites You to Attend  
“Writing My Story” 

Class at the 
Tyler Area Senior Citi-
zens Center (TASCA) 
each Wednesday from 

12 PM until 2 PM 
 

Need More Infor-
mation? 

Call: 903-780-6796 



 
 

2017 Writers Contests 

 

The 2017 East Texas Writer’s Guild First 

Chapter Contest has changed. This year the 

judges will not be judging manuscripts. 

 They will be judging book covers. Keep 

watching the TNC for further information 

as it comes forth.  

_________________________________________     

A link you should check out: 

http://www.fanstory.com/index1n.jsp?wc=1&

at=3&wct=1&noentryfee=1&gclid=CIC1n7e

e49ECFR6ewAod3qkOrA 

 

_________________________________________      

Are you a poet? Check out this link: 

http://www.poetrynation.com/contest_entry

.php?ad=poetrycontest&gclid=CPWsrvef49E

CFR61wAodn2oFSg 

 

_________________________________________ 

For those of you who would like to write for 

the big screen, check out this link: 

https://pageawards.com/?gclid=CNKDpOSh

49ECFU1gfgodHucE0w 

 

 

 

You have 

to Enter 

To Win. 
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Have You Checked Out the Link Be-

low and Set Your Goal to Write An 

Anthology Piece This Month? 

 

 

Check out 

http://writingcareer.com/cal

l-for-anthology-submissions 

to see some great oppor-

tunities to write in differ-

ent genres and submit to 

these listed anthologies. 

http://www.fanstory.com/index1n.jsp?wc=1&at=3&wct=1&noentryfee=1&gclid=CIC1n7ee49ECFR6ewAod3qkOrA
http://www.fanstory.com/index1n.jsp?wc=1&at=3&wct=1&noentryfee=1&gclid=CIC1n7ee49ECFR6ewAod3qkOrA
http://www.fanstory.com/index1n.jsp?wc=1&at=3&wct=1&noentryfee=1&gclid=CIC1n7ee49ECFR6ewAod3qkOrA
http://www.poetrynation.com/contest_entry.php?ad=poetrycontest&gclid=CPWsrvef49ECFR61wAodn2oFSg
http://www.poetrynation.com/contest_entry.php?ad=poetrycontest&gclid=CPWsrvef49ECFR61wAodn2oFSg
http://www.poetrynation.com/contest_entry.php?ad=poetrycontest&gclid=CPWsrvef49ECFR61wAodn2oFSg
https://pageawards.com/?gclid=CNKDpOSh49ECFU1gfgodHucE0w
https://pageawards.com/?gclid=CNKDpOSh49ECFU1gfgodHucE0w
http://writingcareer.com/call-for-anthology-submissions
http://writingcareer.com/call-for-anthology-submissions


 

 

 

 

 

Fanstory.com—lots of contests, updated daily. 

 

Poets and Writers Submission Deadlines for Con-
tests 

 

http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/blo 

 

Aerogramme Studios 

 

 

The above are just a few of the resources I found that might 
help you to set some goals for your writing and don’t forget  
NANOWRIMO in November, it will help you exercise your 
writing muscles and get you on track to completing your next 
novel. 

 

The blue link in this paragraph will take you to information about 
how to professionally Format your manuscript entries. Realize 
though, that you must always read the publisher’s or contest hold-
er’s rules for specific instruction as to how to format. This exam-
ple is a general one, but can be quite helpful when entering your 
work. Proper Manuscript Format : Short Story Format  

 

 
. 
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Why Not Enter Your Book into One of These Contests in 2017 

#1 

http://www.fanstory.com/contestsall.jsp
http://www.fanstory.com/contestsall.jsp
http://www.pw.org/submission_calendar
http://www.pw.org/submission_calendar
http://www.pw.org/submission_calendar
http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/blo
http://www.aerogrammestudio.com/2016/09/20/opportunities-for-writers-october-and-november-2016/
http://www.shunn.net/format/
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What are Your Plans for 2017? 

 

Book fairs and festivals in Texas: This site just updated 2/19/2017 
 

Book Clubs in Texas 

Texas Independent Bookstores 

Writers Workshops and Conferences 

For all you aspiring and already published poets in our group here 
is a list of Texas Slams, storyteller events. 

All of the great information above came from: 
www.texasbooklover.com 

During the year keep checking back on these sites; you might just 
find the right events for you! 

Writers Groups in Texas 

http://writersrelief.com/writing-groups-for-writers/#texas 

Never Stop Learning. 

TJC West Campus Offers: 

Courses in: 

 Marketing 

 Software  

 Website Development 

 Courses on Writing taught by our own 
Caleb Pirtle 

 Dance 

 Art 

 Business Management and Tools 

http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/texas-book-fairsfests.html
http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/texas-book-clubs.html
http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/shop-your-texas-indie-bookstores.html
http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/texas-writers-workshops.html
http://www.texasbooklover.com/p/texas-poetry-slams.html
http://www.texasbooklover.com
http://writersrelief.com/writing-groups-for-writers/#texas
http://www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies/info/2/catalog


AN OLD IRISH PUB 
By Patricia LaVigne 

 
My son, Ian, and his wife, Sandra, treated me to 
an eighteen-day trip abroad to Ireland and the 
United Kingdom in June, 2016. The occasion 
was given as a special birthday gift. One of the 
first places we visited is located at 20 Bridge 
Street in Dublin. 
 
We wandered into the old stone building. San-
dra said it was an absolute must to eat at The 
Brazen Head, which claims to be Ireland’s old-
est pub. Established in 1198, (we couldn’t even 
imagine that long ago), The Brazen Head was a 
former carriage house.  
 
Hanging baskets of a variety of colorful blos-
soms of lavender, red, and white poking 
through greenery are indicative of a true Irish 
welcome. Against a background of varied 
shades of brown stone, your eye can’t help but 
wander toward the scented blooms. Beneath the 
prominent golden letters spelling out the name 
of the pub are two fair-sized windows, sporting 
green panes. Between them is a carved wooden 
sign announcing: 

The Brazen Head 
Ireland’s Oldest Pub 

Music and Food 
Function Room Available 

If rooms could expand just 
from the number of people 
within, one might say the 
Brazen Head is endless. 
There are tables, long bars 
with stools, and more bottles of whiskey lined 
up against the mirrored wall behind the bar than 
one could ever imagine.  
 
The Irish love to talk, and there is much of that 
as you wander through the pub to the table 
where you will eat your meal. Music is on the 
menu every evening. You know you’re in Ire-
land when you watch young dancers rhythmi-
cally tap and twist their feet in time to peppy 
music while their motionless arms stay by their 
sides.  
 
I learned one of the more famous meals is 

called “Bangers and Mash.” Sandra ordered that 
and when it arrived, I was surprised to see it 
was beef and mashed potatoes. I think I like the 
“Bangers and Mash” reference.  
 
I had a soup that had a 
strong flavor, was red in 
color. I forget the ingredi-
ents, but it was so good. Not 
a drop remained. And I had 
a glass of Guinness—that 
rich dark beer with a cream-
colored foam covering 
about an inch on top. I 
found out how strong that 
drink is, and was very sorry 
I couldn’t finish it. Other-
wise, Ian and Sandra would 
find me joining the dancers 
clicking their way out on 
the floor! I only wish I had 
asked if I could take the rest back to the hotel, 
like a “doggy” bag. I would even have pur-
chased the glass. 
 
  
 Visiting the land of the leprecahns, the fairies 
and gnomes, the Druids and the Celts, the ca-
thedrals and castles can only instill in me the 
desire to return to home of some of my ances-
tors. Everyone should have that blessed oppor-
tunity. It should begin with a festive night at 
The Brazen Head Pub. 
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Tax Deductions for Writers 
by Carol Topp, CPA 

 
“Can I take a tax deduction for my car, a writers 

conference, the books I read, etc.?” 
Writers frequently ask me questions about what they 
can deduct on their tax returns. Like all Americans, 
they wish to legally reduce their tax burden every 
way they can. There are several ordinary expenses 
that a writer use to reduce their taxes. 

 Advertising and promotional costs including 
your website, ads, bookmarks, and business cards 
that serve as advertisements. 

 Commission and fees. If you have 
an agent who is paid a commission, 
record it here. Additionally, some au-
thors prefer to put their Paypal or 
shopping cart fees from book sales in 
this category. Alternatively, the IRS 
also allows merchant fees to be includ-
ed in cost of goods sold. Some authors 
prefer merchant fees to be visible so 
they know what they are spending on 
merchant fees. 

 Car expenses. Use a mileage log or 
a calendar to record trips with a busi-
ness purpose. The IRS requires the 
records be kept contemporaneously, 
meaning you should not rely on your 
memory. Estimates are not allowed; 
there must be actual mileage records. 
The IRS sets the per mile rate and ad-
justs it annually. For example in 2011 
the mileage rate for business miles was $.51/mile 
for January through June and $.55/mile from the 
latter half of the year. 

 Contract labor for your editor, graphic designer, 
or anyone you hire as an independent contractor. 

 Depreciation applies to purchases of computers, 
furniture or equipment that will last longer than a 
year. Depreciation is an accounting term meaning 
that the value of the equipment is deducted on the 
tax return over several years. A Section 179 expense 
means that the full cost of the equipment is deducted 
in the year it was purchased. Your CPA can deter-
mine whether you should depreciate your equipment 
expense or deduct all of it as a Section 179 expense. 
Depreciation calculations can be complex. Give 

your CPA information on your purchase including 
the cost and the date of purchase and he or she will 
calculate the correct deduction to use on the tax re-
turn. 

 Insurance on your inventory or professional lia-
bility insurance on your business. 

 Legal and professional services to lawyers and 
accountants. Other professionals are listed under 
contract labor. 

 Office expenses including postage, paper, ink, 
envelopes, etc. 

 Taxes and licenses including sales tax paid to 
your state from book sales and business or vendor’s 
licenses. 

 Travel, meals, and entertainment for business 
including writer’s workshops and 
conferences. Deduct the mileage 
or car rental cost, lodging and one
-half of the meals spent while on a 
business trip. If you take your 
spouse or family, only the portion 
for you, the business owner, is de-
ductible. 

 Utilities such as telephone, 
cell phone and internet service 
charges. The first phone line into a 
home is considered a personal ex-
pense and not deductible as a busi-
ness expense. See my caution be-
low about mixing personal and 
business use of telephones and the 
internet. Only the business portion 
is a tax deduction. 

 Other Expenses. Some com-
mon business expenses for authors to include in this 
category include: 

 Books, magazines, and subscriptions. Any publi-
cation that helps your writing and publishing busi-
ness or used in researching your book is deductible. 
The cost of this book is a tax deduction. 

 Professional organization dues. 

 Professional development to make you a better 
writer including classes, conferences and writers 
workshops. 
Fees to purchase an ISBN, a Library of Congress 
Number (LCCN) and bar codes 
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February 2017 Meeting in Review 

 

Our Speaker for February was  Award Winning Author, Sharon Thayer.  At the 

end of 2016 she had sold more than 20,000 books . Her knowledge of how to 

achieve these numbers comes from more than 10 years experience in  training her 

creative side to learn the business of business.   

During her presentation she passed out a goal sheet on which she asked members 

to write their long term 10 year goals, then to write their one year goals and then 

to break it down even further.  She told everyone that they should confess these 

goals aloud with others who could encourage their accomplishment.  

She also gave a great visual  involving the two of hearts. “When you have written 

your book you hold the first two of hearts in your hand, now, all you have to do is collect three more and then 

you will find an ace and start again. So, how do you do this?  

1. Set goals to get others to read your manuscript, tell people about your book,  

2. Offer a copy to them to read and review 

3. Give  them a copy as a promotion for yourself. A good person or group to do this with is a store 

owner or someone who can promote your book in a public forum.  

Now, you can collect your first (pat on the back) Ace, but keep in mind that your first project is just a 

beginning and you need to be working on your next one. Don’t just stop when one project// book takes off. 

Come prepared to offer more in a timely manner. 

Sharon is a firm believer in the Inspirational Message of her book, “If you Tell Me, I Can Fly.”  

Exactly like the title she speaks and encourages others to be the very best they can and to have the confi-

dence to move forward  in completing their goals and making their success come  to fruition. She would be 

the first to tell you that success isn’t easy, but it is possible if 

you believe in yourself and work hard. It can be done. 

The award winning, “If you Tell Me, I Can Fly” will be issued 

in its new gender specific versions and is a book for all people 

of all genders and cultural backgrounds with its inspirational 

message. 

You can learn more about and connect with Sharon at: 

http://www.carousel-publishing.com/pages/programs  

 

http://www.carousel-publishing.com/pages/programs


More Tax Deductions for Writers by 
Carol Topp, CPA 

 Schedule C 
(Form 1040) Profit or Loss From Business 
Advertising and promotional costs including your 

website, ads, bookmarks, and business cards that 

serve as advertisements. 

Commission and fees. If you have an agent who is 
paid a commission, record it here. Additionally, 
some authors prefer to put their Paypal or shopping 
cart fees from book sales in this category. 

 

Car expenses. Use a mileage log or a calendar to 
record trips with a business purpose. The IRS re-
quires the records be kept contemporaneously, 
meaning you should not rely on your memory. 
Rental Cars 

 Contract labor for your editor, graphic designer, 
or anyone you hire as an independent contractor. 

   

 Legal and professional services to lawyers and 
accountants. Other professionals are listed under 
contract labor. 

   

 Office expenses including postage, paper, ink, 
envelopes, Flashdrives,etc. 

   
Taxes and licenses including sales tax paid to your 

state from book sales and business or vendor’s li-

censes. 

 
Travel, meals, and entertainment for business in-

cluding writer’s workshops and conferences. De-

duct the mileage or car rental cost, lodging and one-

half of the meals spent while on a business trip. If 

you take your spouse or family, only the portion for 

you, the business owner, is deductible.

 

Utilities such as telephone, cell phone and internet 
service charges. 

 Other Expenses. Some common business ex-
penses for authors to include in this category in-
clude: 

 Books, magazines, and subscriptions. Any pub-
lication that helps your writing and publishing busi-
ness or used in researching your book is deductible. 
The cost of this book is a tax deduction. 

   

 Professional organization dues. 

   

 Professional development to make you a better 
writer including classes, conferences and writers 
workshops. 

   

 Fees to purchase an ISBN, a Library of Con-
gress Number (LCCN) and bar codes, for your 
Books.  

KEEP GOOD RECORDS
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Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2017 

 

January 2017   December 15, 2016 

February 2017   January 13, 2017 

March 2017   February 20, 2017 

April 2017   March 17, 2017 

May 2017   April 14, 2017 

June 2017   May 12, 2017 

July 2017   June 16, 2017 

August 2017   July 14, 2017 

September 2017  August 18, 2017 

October 2017  September 15, 2017 

November 2017   October 13, 2017 

December 2017  November 17, 2017 

January 2018   December 15, 2017 

East Texas Writers Guild Conference July 15, 2017 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror   Main-
stream   Romance 
        Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense  Westerns                
  Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

East Texas Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

 

Opinions expressed 
in The Next Chapter 
are those of the re-
spective contributors 
only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the 
views of ETWG, its 
members, officers, 
board members, or 
the editor. 

 

Published      Aspiring      

Thank you to the Above  

Sponsors for their  

support. 

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and 

deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  re-

ceived by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in 

which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent 

paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New 

Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption 

instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    
 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 
 

 

Register and Pay On Line at www.etwritersguild.org,  

 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ ______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base by:_______________________ 
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PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 

Your Company Could be Here 


