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ETWG is dedicated to the memories of :  Pat Leonard and Kay Resnick, co-founders of the Golden Triangle Writers 

Guild, Beaumont, Texas,  

and Rita Gallagher, co-founder of Romance Writers of America, Houston, Texas. Countless writers owe their writing 

successes to these fine ladies. 
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December 11, 2017 Meeting 

 6:30 P.M. At 

The Tyler Chamber of Commerce 

North Broadway, Tyler, TX 75701 

 

December Nutz & Boltz has been cancelled due to 

the Holiday Season At  

 TJC West Campus 
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First, I would like to say thank you to all of the board members and committee 

members this last year.  You made me look good as your President. Your ideas, 

your input, your love of  ETWG has been wonderful to be around.  We, as a group 

have been blessed to have so many willing, caring people on our Board.  I can’t 

wait to see what this next year brings! 

 

Thank you ETWG Members for a wonderful year as your President. Thank you for 

your participation, your interest, and your attendance, it means so much to me. 

 

Linda Pirtle, President ETWG 
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Guess Who’s Coming 
to Speak This Year? 

 

December: Christmas Party 

January: Steven Woodfin 

February: Songwriter, Poet, 
Bob Campbell 

Do you have a special subject 
you would like to see cov-
ered at our monthly meet-
ings? Let Bill Burgdorf 
know. It will help him to 
bring speakers who will 
share information to broaden 
your writing knowledge base. 

. 

 

 

 

 

Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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**** 

December 

Nutz & Boltz 

has been     

cancelled due 

to the Holiday 

Season and will 

restart in     

January 2018 

**** 

Lively Speakers 
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Author of: 

Don’t Cry, Daddy’s Here 

True Intimacy 
Grandma’s Cactus Garden 

Bridges—Anthology 

Tis the Season—Anthology 

Joyce Buford Inspires Members at November’s General Meeting 

By Brinda Carey 

At the November meeting of ETWG, we were honored to hear from author and entrepre-
neur, Joyce Buford. She shared some of her personal life and business experiences that 
many people  could relate to.  At the age of thirty, she endeavored to find something in life 
for which she had passion. This lead to finding and being mentored by Jack Canfield, being 
a weekly guest on a radio talk show, creating the Uncover Your Hidden Genius Program, 
writing Effortless Happiness, and developing her own successful weekly podcast, Second 
Wind with Joyce. 

In her smooth and personal presentation, she talked about seeking your passion in life. 
“Each of us has unique talents and a purpose in life.  We are responsible for our own happi-
ness, and by knowing ourselves and what we believe in, we can achieve a rewarding and 
happy life.” 

Joyce invited attendees to start making a list of one hundred things they like about them-
selves. In this way we gain a deeper understanding of who we are, what our core values 
are, and what we are passionate about. We all have negative voices in our head which keep 
us from reaching our full potential. The negative thoughts must be identified as we work to 
change our mindset.  During this process, we can strive to learn our core values- what is 
most important to us. Do the people and activities in our lives align with these core values? 
If not, we should make some healthy changes. 

Learning is a lifelong process. We are constantly evolving, learning, and making changes to 
achieve our potential through steady growth. Where are you at this point in life? Do you 
feel satisfied in all aspects of your life? Are there any areas needing improvement? 

Ms. Buford’s book, Effortless Happiness; How to Find Your Voice and Finally Ask for What 
You Really Want walks the reader through a six-step process. It’s a self-help textbook and 
workbook built on her personal knowledge and experiences to assist in creating a success-
ful life. Learn more about Joyce Buford at JoyceBufordEmpowers.com. 
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Encourager 

and Public 

Speaker, Joyce 

Buford is a 

Transition 

Coach and a 

Motivational 

Speaker who 

also hosts a ra-

dio show called 

“Second 

Wind.”The mis-

sion of the show—-To help women in 

Transition Uncover Their Hidden Geni-

us. She invites you to go her website:  

Joyce Buford Empowers.com and “take 

back your life today.” 

She spoke to us about finding your core 

values and beliefs and following them to 

find true happiness. If you like horses, 

write about horses, If you feel strongly 

about helping people, write help 

books. She gave everyone an exer-

cise. “This week, write a list of 100 

items you like . The first few will be 

easy, but stay the course, finish the 

list. Once finished look at it. What is it 

you truly love? Are you working within 

the realm of something you love?” 

Lorna Penland commented, “I got a lot 

out of  her speech and bought her 

book immediately. I felt she was talking 

directly to me when she talked about 

how we let everyone around us dictate 

to us how we should be. She told us it 

was time to speak up for yourself, for 

who you are, and what you need.. I’ve 

started making a list of things I am 

thankful for, but I am going to start mak-

ing a list of what I like about myself. So, 

I am excited about the new journey she 

has set me on.” 

Joyce’s new book,  

takes the reader on 

a life journey to find 

their true happi-

ness and live in it. 

 

Our Speaker for November2017 was  
Inspirational Speaker Joyce Buford 

http://joycebufordempowers.com/


***Congratulations Janice Ernest*** 

On the Publication of Several Kindle Shorts. 
In 2017 I have had the privilege to do a talk on making money with your writing. After 

that talk I had the opportunity to work with Life Coach, Nikki Brown on a series of blogs 

which centered around setting goals and achieving them, or as Nikki called them, starting on 

your ‘heroes journey.’  

One of the goals that I set for myself in 2017 was to write and submit three items 

monthly to magazines, contests, or anthologies, all of which pay money  to writers. I am happy 

to say that during the last  six months I have met my goal on submissions.  Some of them are 

still in the selection process with the publisher, some have paid, and some have been rejected. 

But guess what?  The ones that have come back home to me have given me a treasure 

trove from which to choose, combine, and publish as Kindle shorts. I am so proud to share 

with you the new publications I have out on Kindle Kindle direct publishing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I invite you to take the challenge, to buy and read each of these and leave a review, and 

then to take the bigger challenge and set your own goal to write and submit at least three 

essays, articles, or contest pieces each month during 2018. 

Then, you too, can give yourself a really fun Christmas gift in 2018, a book, or short, with 

your name on it, written by you, and share your work with others. 

And, I’m not finished yet. I have a set of Christmas stories, and poetry to get out there by  

December 1st..  

If you choose to take the challenge let me know. We can share information on places to 

submit too. Merry Christmas! 
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****Congratulations Caleb Pirtle, III**** 
Winner of The National  Beverly Hills Book Awards 

 
Caleb Pirtle, III has won The National Beverly Hills Book Award 
for his novel, Back Side of a Blue Moon.. A  novel which shares 
the story of how times are hard along the Sabine River, and the 

little East Texas town of Ashland is crumbling under the weight 

of the Great Depression. Families are broke and hungry. For 

many, their last meal may well have been their last meal. Families 

are giving up and leaving town. Everyone knows the fate that awaits the scattered farms. 

No one can save Ashland. It is as isolated as the back side of a blue moon. 

 

Other books recently published by Caleb Pirtle  in 2017 were: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations Caleb on a Great 2017! 
Keep up the Great Writing 
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Congratulations Marilyn Herrington-Grounds on 

Your Poem Published in the 2017  Art of Peace 

Competition—Tyler 

 
Love Is the Bridge 
 
Love started all things living 
A bridge to me, a bridge to peace, 
Love is not wanted by all, but the first thing we must have. 
 
Will I cross the bridge to save you? 
Will I blow up a bridge to save you? 
Yes, Yes, and it has been done through the ages. 
I do not want an argument, a fight, or war, 
I want life enjoyed; don’t we all? 
 
Conflict, strife, irritation, nerves, last nerve, 
Responses, retorts, comebacks, gestures, 
Reactions to trouble, to problems, and to rivalry. 
 
The discord of life can lead to war and madness of heart. 
How do we calm these to tranquility? 
I have no solution except love, friendship, devotion and appreciation. 
As love can bring empathy, feelings of – I understand. 
Or I want to understand; can I help; do you want my help? 
 
Love is peace and we can bridge the gap with affection, 
This brings harmony, caring, kindness, and devotion. 
When there is love there is no war. 
 
So come after the bride and groom, give love to your neighbor, 
And neighbor to neighbor on and on, up and over, 
A smile to bond, a hand shake, kindness to support, 
Cross over the discord together so that 
Love will build the bridge to friendship then to peace. 
 
Can we ease the pain of others? 
Only if we try when we know, or asked, or we rally 
With an effort to be known as the peacemakers. 

 

***Congratulations*** 
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The Gift and the Giver by Janice Ernest 
 

“Come and sit by me.” The old woman patted the 
space beside her.  

“There now, child, put your feet up by the 
fire. Let’s get those wet cold socks off of 
you.” 

The small brown haired mop- pet said nothing, 
just watched as the old woman removed the wet 
socks from her feet.  “Here dear- ie, let’s pull that 
old wet dress off of you. I have a warm blanket for you to 
wrap around yourself.” 

She helped the small, unspeaking child to pull the worn, 
wet, dress off over her head and then, using a cloth she had 
brought along with the blanket she dried the chld’s face and 
body. Not a sound from the little one. She thought she saw 
the girl glance at her hands once as she rubbed the cloth 
down her arms. 

“Here Sweety, wrap this around yourself.” The plump 
white haired woman wrapped the soft lamb’s wool blanket 
around the girl. “Now, now, you just relax. I’ll make us some 
hot cocoa.” 

As Melda Lightfoot pushed her way up from her seated po-
sition, she wondered, who is this child? And why was she 
out in the cold all alone on a Christmas night? Well, no mat-
ter I will take care of her. 

Melda shuffled slowly to the kitchen, the broken sole of 
her right shoe dragged the ground. “Darn shoe,” she mut-
tered aloud to herself as she pulled the old kettle off the 
shelf, filled it with milk and placed it on top the gas stove. 
The flames flickered like candles and were reflected in the 
clean window above the stove, beacons in the night to any-
one in need. 

Looking in her cabinet, she found the tiniest bit of choco-
late, and a smidgen of sugar. Adding what she had to a cup 
from the shelf she was reminded of her childhood, spent In a 
big house in Derbyshire before the war. (continued next pg) 
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Suddenly, a memory, a vision of the tree, brilliant, filling 
the entryway. Every branch candlelit. Ornaments of blown 
glass decorated the branches, and icicles, oh the icicles, 
and chains of cranberries running around and up the tree to 
the top, and most majestic of all was the angel. The angel 
at the top of the tree seeming to smile down over every-

thing and everyone. Those were wonder-
ful times, rich times, but now with the 
war, times had changed. The freshly 
baked bread of those days was replaced 
by the hard crumbs of today.  
She sighed as she poured the last cup of 
milk she had and took it to the child. The 
child, so silent, looked up at her. There 
was a light in those young eyes, a joy, a 
thanks. “Thank you.” The small girl whis-
pered. 

Melda felt such joy at those few words. Her gift was only 
what she had to give, a small bit of chocolate, a smidgen of 
sugar, and a warm cup of milk, but to her it felt like the best 
Christmas ever. This was Melda’s first Christmas alone. The 
government had taken her sons and husband away weeks 
ago. All  gone in the war. She had been sitting alone when 
she saw the small girl peering in the window.  

The little girl finished her cup, looked up and lifted the 
mug toward Melda. “is there more?” 

“No dear, that is all I had. It is all I can give you tonight.” 

Melda’s heart fell within her chest. 

“But, ma’am, please go and see. I’ll bet there is some more.” 

“Oh little one, I will go for you, but I know there is nothing left.” 

Melda pushed herself up again from her seat and shuffled off to 

the kitchen. She swore she had removed the kettle off of the fire 

earlier, but there it was, sitting on the burner and whistling as if it 

contained something. She picked up the kettle, it was heavy. Pull-

ing a cup from the shelf she tilted the kettle and out poured pure 

hot chocolate, dark and rich. (continued on next pg.) 
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She opened her cabinet  to find the sugar canister full and a 

large block of chocolate on the shelf. How could this be? Amazed 

she carefully shuffled back into the den, “Look, sweetheart we 

have…”  

Her voice trailed off as she saw the empty blanket sitting by the 

hearth, and below it on the floor was a new pair of shoes just her 

size. The empty cup set on the bricks beside the Hearth.  

 

 
Merry  
Christmas. 

 
 
 

Wishing You all a Very   
Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year. 
 

Janice Ernest, TNC Editor 
 



 

Never Stop 
Learning. 

TJC West 
Campus 
Offers: 

Courses in: 

 Marketing 

 Software  

 Website Development 

 Courses on Writing taught by our own 
Caleb Pirtle 

 Dance 

 Art 

 Business Management and Tools 
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Charles Hayes Invites You 

 
 Looking For a Free Place to Adver-

tise Your Book and Help Build Your 

Brand? (Only taking one Hundred 

Authors, so—-contact him soon) 

 

 Looking for a Good Book To Read, 

but just Can’t Choose? 

 

Click this link and check out Charles 

Hayes’ website:: 

Books Galore!  

 

You’ll  Find Books Nicely Displayed,  

Categorized by Genre.  

http://www.b17.com/books


 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2018 

 

January 2018  December 15, 2017 

February 2018   January 13, 2018 

March 2018   February 20, 2018 

April 2018   March 17, 2018 

May 2018   April 14, 2018 

June 2018   May 12, 2018 

July 2018   June 16, 2018 

August 2018   July 14, 2018 

September 2018  August 18, 2018 

October 2018  September 15, 2018 

November 2018   October 13, 2018 

December 2018  November 17, 2018 

January 2019  December 15, 2018 
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East Texas Writers’ 
Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 
etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed in The Next Chapter are those of the respective contributors only 

 

Published      Aspiring      

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  received by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror   Mainstream  
 Romance         Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense  Westerns                
  Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

Send  completed form along with 
appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 

PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 

Register and Pay On Line at 

www.etwritersguild.org,  

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ 

______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base 
by:_______________________ 


