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ETWG is dedicated to the memories of :  Pat Leonard and Kay Resnick, co-founders of the Golden Triangle Writers 

Guild, Beaumont, Texas,  

and Rita Gallagher, co-founder of Romance Writers of America, Houston, Texas. Countless writers owe their writing 

successes to these fine ladies. 

 

2017 ETWG Officers 

Founder—”K” Sellers 

President—Linda Pirtle 
Vice President—Nancy Larson 
Recording Secretary—Brinda 

Carey 
Correspondence Sec—Pat 
LaVigne 
Treasurer—Marilyn Grounds 

Historian—Linda Nelson Ellis 
TNC Editor—Janice Ernest 
Membership—April Coker 

Publicity—Lynn Pinkerton 
WebSmith—Web Committee 
Hospitality—Lorna Penland 

 

 
Conference Committee 
Linda Pirtle 
Nancy Larson 
Caleb Pirtle 

April Coker 
Roger Middleton 
Sandra Clarke 
“K” Sellers 

Marvin Mayer 
Lynn Pinkerton 
Marilyn Herrington-Grounds 

November 13, 2017 Meeting 

And December Meeting 

Will Be at 6:30 P.M. At 

The Tyler Chamber of Commerce 

North Broadway, Tyler, TX 75701 

November and December Nutz & Boltz have been 

cancelled due to the Holiday Season At  

 TJC West Campus 

 

The Next Chapter 
November 2017 Edition 

  

Start out Your Fall With A Writing Class. Pg. 5,  Pg. 13 

 

Check Out Who Has A New Book  Pg. 4 

 

Need a Place to Advertise A Book? Pg. 12 

 

Writing Prompt Pg.15 



 

 
From the President 

 
 
 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you ETWG Members for a wonderful year as your President. Thank you for 

your participation, your interest, and your attendance, it means so much to me. 

 

 

Linda Pirtle, President ETWG 

Page 2 The Next Chapter 



Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Guess Who’s Coming 
to Speak This Year? 

 

November: Joyce Buford 

December: Christmas Party 

January: Steven Woodfin 

February: Songwriter, Poet, 
Bob Campbell 

Do you have a special subject 
you would like to see cov-
ered at our monthly meet-
ings? Let Bill Burgdorf 
know. It will help him to 
bring speakers who will 
share information to broaden 
your writing knowledge base. 

. 

 

**** 

November and 

December 

Nutz & Boltz 

have been   

cancelled due 

to the Holiday 

Season and will 

restart in     

January 2018 

**** 
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   Who? Who?Who? Who?Who? Who?   

A Historian, That’s Who is Still Needed for the 

2018 ETWG Board of Directors         

      Will it be You?Will it be You?Will it be You?   
To know more about the opening, please contact  To know more about the opening, please contact  To know more about the opening, please contact     

Linda Pirtle, President. Linda Pirtle, President. Linda Pirtle, President.    

It will be one of the wisest decisions you’ve ever made!It will be one of the wisest decisions you’ve ever made!It will be one of the wisest decisions you’ve ever made!   
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Encour-

ager and 

Public 

Speaker, 

Joyce 

Buford is 

a Transi-

tion 

Coach 

and a 

Motiva-

tional 

Speaker 

who also 

hosts a 

radio show called “Second Wind.”The 

mission of the show—-To help women in 

Transition Uncover Their Hidden Geni-

us. She invites you to go her website:  

Joyce Buford Empowers.com and “take 

back your life today.” 

She is definitely a speaker you won’t 

want to miss! Hope to see you there! 

Joyce Buford is an Effortless Happi-

ness Strategist. 

As a woman who has had to reinvent 

herself in her own life more than a doz-

en times, her private and group coach-

ing programs focus on helping women 

who have experienced their own transi-

tions, such as divorce, death of a loved 

one, career change or empty nest syn-

drome find what would make them feel 

like they are living on purpose. She was 

personally mentored and assisted in 

training programs by Jack Canfield, au-

thor of the “Chicken Soup for the Soul” 

book series. 

Through the Uncover Your Hidden Ge-
nius System, women receive support 
during their transition and are able to re-
claim their true purpose and strengths. 
They receive the tools they need to map 
out their new lives. You can find out 
more about her coaching programs here 

Her weekly podcast, SecondWind with 
Joyce Buford, facilitates her listeners to 
find support in the growing community of 
over 1 million women, who have con-
quered some life-changing transi-
tions. To find out more about the show 
visit click here 

Professional and Social Organizations 

as well as Corporations request Joyce 

to provide motivation, inspiration and 

encouragement to their audiences 

around the world through live trainings, 

telesminars and events. 

Joyce is a proud mother of Lauren and 

Christopher. Music, travel and learning 

make her happy and feel fulfilled. 

You can connect with her on Facebook. 

See You at The Chamber! 

Our Speaker for November2017 will be  
Inspirational Speaker Joyce Buford 

http://joycebufordempowers.com/
http://www.joycebufordempowers.com/services
http://www.joycebufordempowers.com/services
http://www.toginet.com/shows/secondwind
http://www.toginet.com/shows/secondwind
https://www.facebook.com/joyce.buford


Congratulations Marsha Graham 

Pen Name: M J Graham 

On 

Your First Self Published Memoir 

Recollections of  A Tundra Dancer 

 
Recollections of a Tundra Dancer is about MJ Graham's life in 

Alaska featuring glaciers, moose, reindeer, fifty-five below 

weather, earthquakes, volcanoes, native culture, and hair-raising 

air flights. It is perfect for general information and book re-

ports as it contains myth, legend, nature, and science with a 

dash of humor thrown in. Grandparents will enjoy reading it to 

grandkids while enjoying it themselves. If you've ever won-

dered what it is like to live in Alaska, here's your chance to find 

out. Families relocating to the large military bases near An-

chorage and Fairbanks will get an eagle-eye view of life in the 

Great Land. Tourists will find explorations more enjoyable with 

a guide to interesting locations. Alaskans who have moved 

Outside will enjoy reminiscing.  

 

MJ is a vagabond who has lived from Anchorage to Australia, 

and Boston to Baja. She blogs, and photoblogs. She’ll wax 

eloquent on the East Coast, Midwest, West, Alaska, Australia, 

and Baja California, Mexico, if given half a chance. Her East 

Texas Hobbit hole offers Celtic Hospitality and long as she’s 

not out walking with her wee little dog. Dog greetings and 

licks are the price of admission. She can be found in the 

wild at writer’s meetings.  

  ***Again, Congratulations, Marsha*** 

 

Also, Congratulations Marsha for 

Your Short Story,    Reuben’s Village,  Placement in the 

2017 Texas Observer Short Story Contest 
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Congratulations Patricia Wells on Your New Novel, 
The Eyes of the Doe 

 
 

In 1963, Holly Hendricks and her family 

moved from the small East Texas town 

where they have strong family roots to the 

impersonal city of Dallas. Against a back-

drop of local and worldwide turbulence, 

their once close ties are fragmented. Four-

teen-year-old Holly returns to the small 

town to stay with her Grandma as she tries 
to cope with the loss of her brother.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Patricia Taylor Wells published her first 

book in 2016: Camp Tyler, A First of its Kind for 
the benefit of Camp Tyler, the oldest out-

door education school in the country. In ad-

dition, the first chapter of The Eyes of the 

Doe placed as a finalist in the 2016 First 

Chapter Competition for Historical Fiction sponsored by East Texas Writers 

Guild. She currently lives in Tyler, TX.  

**Congratulations Pat** 
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October 9, 2017 At 6:30 PM 

The Evening began with a scary business meeting of the ETWG in which Linda Pirtle Presi-
dent put out the word for volunteers to sacrifice themselves for 2018 and become Board Mem-
bers of the ETWG. Silence filled the room, and then after a pause Linda declared that Nancy 
Hudgins has vounteered to be President in 2018 

Once the business portion of the meeting ended it was time for the fun to begin when Janice 
and Tamara started the night out with, “An American Horror Story, What Happens When all 
Hell Breaks Loose During a Performance.” After much laughter, it was April Coker’s turn to 
take the podium. Turning out all the lights and with just a flashlight to light her face she told 
the story of a woman who had a doll collection. What happens next is horrifying and you can 
read about it later in this TNC. 

Pat LaVigne told a Spooky Tale about playing Hide and Seek and how it can kill you. Caleb 
Pirtle was heard to say that after that story, he wasn’t going to play Hide and Seek anymore. 
Too scary for him. 

Linda Nelson Ellis told a horrifying internet tale. She had looked up a military installation and 
felt certain that Russia’s leader, Putin had been able to see her actions, over the evening she be-
came more and more paranoid and the sound “Putin, Putin” kept following her around the 
house. She was terrified, and then she remembered, she  had eaten beans earlier that evening 
and it was her ‘pootin’’. 

Mathew Carey told us all a haunting tale of alien abduction. Was it just a dream, or did it really 
happen? He left it up to you to decide. 

There were poems about ghosts, tales about ghouls, both spooky and fun. As mentioned earlier 
in this article on the next few pages you can read The Doll Story contributed by April Coker to 
the TNC. But beware—-you might want to keep the lights on. 

Blah-hah-hah! 
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Her Doll Collection  

By April Coker 

She always loved dolls.  Barbie dolls, rag dolls, porcelain 
dolls, vinyl dolls, celluloid dolls, any kind of doll.  Her col-
lection began when she was just a toddler and was given 
a faceless rag doll by her grandmother.  She dragged 
that doll everywhere she went.  Somehow it survived 
her childhood and was given a special place in a glass 
cabinet in the doll room. 

But I get ahead of myself.  She received a doll every 
Christmas, and when her family and friends discovered 
how much she loved them, she received dolls for Valen-
tine's Day, Easter, her birthday, and often other days 
during the year.  By the time she was grown, she owned 

hundreds of dolls.  Her father even built floor-to-ceiling shelves in her bedroom to hold all of them.  She had 
played with many of them, but she derived the most pleasure out of admiring her collection as they sat look-
ing at her with their slight smiles, unseeing eyes, and sweet faces. 

None of the other children she knew had such an extensive collection of dolls, and when she received a new 
one, she would be sure and inform all her friends so that they could come and admire her new addition. 
 They would ooh and ah as expected and out of satisfaction she usually allowed them to hold the new doll, 
but just for a moment.   

By the time she was a teenager, she had ceased sharing her new additions for fear of being made fun of. 
 Those who did dare to make fun of her sometimes seemingly disappeared.  Whenever she babysat she 
would bring the youngsters to her home to see her growing collection until she tired of them being fright-
ened.  Only a few of the children she babysat really appreciated them. The others mysteriously disappeared, 
never to be seen again. 

When she went away to college she was forced to leave her dolls behind, save for a couple of favorites.  She 
was always happy to return home for the holidays to see her family, but mostly to see her dolls.  She missed 
them terribly while she was away, and she could swear they smiled bigger when she returned.  She would 
take each one down to give it individual attention, cooing to it as she dusted it, and talking to it as she re-
turned it to its place on the shelf. 

Soon she met the man of her dreams and when he proposed she told him about her doll collection.  He told 
her that he loved everything about her, even her hundreds of dolls, but when they married she brought only 
about 20 of her favorites to their new apartment.  The rest she sadly packed away in storage to wait patiently 
for a new home someday. 

After several years of careful spending and saving, the couple moved into their newly built home, which in-
cluded a special room lined with shelves and cabinets for her doll collection.  She gleefully unpacked the 
many boxes he brought in for her and placed each doll in the place she had designated for it.  She could have 
sworn their smiles were brighter than they had ever been. 
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A Doll Collection Continued 

 

She excitedly showed her husband her entire collection for the first time.  To his astonishment and dismay 
over three hundred dolls lined the shelves, cabinets, and floors of the room he had built for her, all staring at 
him with their large unseeing eyes and fixed smiles.  Evil smiles, he thought.  But he squeezed his wife's 
shoulders and said, "Very nice, my dear." 

She smiled happily but after he  left she had this odd feeling that her beloved dolls were trying to tell her 
something.  "He hates us; you don't need him" were the words she heard, although their expressions re-
mained the same.   

"But I love him," she said out loud. 

"He doesn't love us," she heard them say.  "Kill him." 

They chanted,  "Kill him.  Kill him." 

She realized the dolls were right.  How could she live with a man who hated her precious dolls?  She called to 
him, asking him to return to the room.  In her hand she gripped the pair of scissors she had used to open all 
those boxes. 

No one heard the cries of horror from that room, and she was very proud of her new doll, the boy doll that 
looked very much like her handsome husband and sat in its own special place with a slight smile on his plastic 
face. 
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Beware of Putin! 

   

Linda Nelson Ellis Shared a Terrifying Tale of  

  Paranoia. Could Russian President Putin have             

hacked into her computer system?  After looking 

at some military information on the computer 

she kept hearing his name. Putin! Putin! The door 

knob rattled,. Who was it? Who could it be? She 

was mortified as she approached the door and 

heard it...Putin.  “Oh no!”  She stepped away from 

the door and plopped down on the sofa, her heart 

raced, sweat beaded on her forehead.  Then she 

heard it, really loud and long PUUUTIN. It was 

then she laughed when she realized that what she was hearing, Putin, was related 

to the beans she had eaten for dinner earlier. 



 

 Pat LaVigne told the story of a fatal game of hide and 

seek or what can happen if you have a weak heart and 

someone surprises you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Janice Ernest and Tamara did a skit, “An American  

Horror Story ,  When Scripts and Backups Fail.” A 

very funny skit which represented a script writers 

and producers worst nightmares. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The room was wrapped up and silent as Matthew 

told of a horrific alien abduction, sayng he awoke to 

find it was only a dream until his son entered the 

room and jumped up on the bed next to him.  In his 

vignette the aliens had abducted him and placed 

something behind his ear which left an  x-shaped 

scar. When he awoke he felt behind his ear and found 

no scar,  but when his son jumped up on the bed be-

side him, Matthew read that he reached behind his son’s ear and felt it, A scar in the shape of 

an ‘x’. It was enough to make you subconsciously hear the swoopy sound of a spacecraft in the 

background. 
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Lynn shared a story of a young college student and 

her friend. The young girl had been raised in a primi-

tive Baptist home and had never experience psychics, 
or Ouija boards. Most young people, out on their 

own for the first tend to break with cautions taught 

them by their parents. With no one to stop them a 

walk on the wild side was due to happen.  

While experimenting with a Ouija board, she re-

ceived the message, “Beware of stairs.” She laughed 

off the warning. Not long afterward, she and her friend went to see a psychic. The 

psychic warned her, “Beware of the Stairs. “  Again, she ignored the warning, until 

one day as she went to carry her laundry down to the washroom she took the 
first stair down and her foot slipped. She fell to her death, all because she forgot 

to beware of the stairs. 

 

Carol Mercier read a tale about a young soldier’s go-

ing away party, held in the swamp land near his 

home. He thought his friends were playing a joke on 
him when he saw an apparition in the swamp. They 

denied it. He never desired to visit that place again. 

 

 

 

Dave read a poem about digging up a shoe with a 
foot still in it. Afterward he was visited by a one leg-

ged irate pirate who wanted his leg back and Dave 

knew the apparition was malicious. Dave, being a 

good Christian man, stood up and said , you can kill 

me if you want but I am covered in the blood of Je-

sus. The apparition disappeared. Dave remained victo-

rious.   
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Marvin Mayer  brought  a friend of  
his family , Donna Cassel who read a 
poem which was enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

**Just A Reminder: 

There Will Be No 

November or December** 

Nutz & Boltz 

Both Will Start 

Again in January 

2018 
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Award Winning Author,  Nancy 

Brown was the speaker at the October 

2017 Nutz & Boltz Meeting. She continued 

the talk started in September by Linda 

Pirtle, “How to Write a Best Selling Novel.” 

Using a Story Arc she had the mem-

bers of the Guild to create a story. She 

showed them how to begin, build tension, 

turning into conflict. She then demonstrated 

how to decelerate the conflict, and how de-

celeration showed the growth of the char-

acters, followed by the denouement. 

All members present agreed that this 

was an enjoyable and informative experi-

ence. 

The Guild is a great place for sharing 

information and learning more about the 

skill and challenges of writing a good novel, 

short story, or poem. Whatever your en-

deavors, the Guild is a great place to come , 

learn, and share. 
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October Nutz & Boltz in Review 
Presenter: Nancy Larson 

Hyacinth says” 

Happy Thanksgiving Dearies! 



 

Never Stop 
Learning. 

TJC West 
Campus 
Offers: 

Courses in: 

 Marketing 

 Software  

 Website Development 

 Courses on Writing taught by our own 
Caleb Pirtle 

 Dance 

 Art 

 Business Management and Tools 
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Charles Hayes Invites You 

 
 Looking For a Free Place to Adver-

tise Your Book and Help Build Your 

Brand? (Only taking one Hundred 

Authors, so—-contact him soon) 

 

 Looking for a Good Book To Read, 

but just Can’t Choose? 

 

Click this link and check out Charles 

Hayes’ website:: 

Books Galore!  

 

You’ll  Find Books Nicely Displayed,  

Categorized by Genre.  

http://www.b17.com/books


 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2017 

 

January 2017   December 15, 2016 

February 2017   January 13, 2017 

March 2017   February 20, 2017 

April 2017   March 17, 2017 

May 2017   April 14, 2017 

June 2017   May 12, 2017 

July 2017   June 16, 2017 

August 2017   July 14, 2017 

September 2017  August 18, 2017 

October 2017  September 15, 2017 

November 2017   October 13, 2017 

December 2017  November 17, 2017 

January 2018   December 15, 2017 
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Christmas Party This Next 

Meeting, 2nd Week of 

December, 2017 

Come celebrate with us! 



 

 

 

East Texas Writers’ 
Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 
etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed in The Next Chapter are those of the respective contributors only 

 

Published      Aspiring      

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  received by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror   Mainstream  
 Romance         Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense  Westerns                
  Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

Send  completed form along with 
appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 

PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 

Register and Pay On Line at 

www.etwritersguild.org,  

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ 

______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base 
by:_______________________ 


