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ETWG is dedicated to the memories of :  Pat Leonard and Kay Resnick, co-founders of the Golden Triangle Writers 

Guild, Beaumont, Texas,  

and Rita Gallagher, co-founder of Romance Writers of America, Houston, Texas. Countless writers owe their writing 

successes to these fine ladies. 
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October Meetings 
October 9, 2017   6:30 PM 

Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce 

North Broadway, Tyler, TX 75701  

October Nutz & Boltz 
October 16, 2017 at 6:00 P.M. 

(Board Meeting at 5 P.M.) 

At  

 TJC West Campus 

The Next Chapter 
October 2017 Edition 

  

Start out Your Fall With A Writing Class. Pg. 5,  

Pg. 13 

 

Check Out Who Has A New Book  Pg. 4 

 

Need a Place to Advertise A Book? Pg. 12 

 

Writing Prompt Pg.15 



 

 
A Letter From the President 

 
 
 

Dear Members: 
 

2018 Officers 

 

 

The current board members of the Guild work diligently to provide opportunities for ETWG 
members to learn more about the craft of writing and to network with fellow writers. 

I’m so proud to be a member of an organization that provides so much support to its members. 

 

The year 2017 has flown by, and it’s that time of year we begin thinking about new officers.  
As president, I encourage you to think about your talents and how you can serve the Guild.  If 
you would like to serve on the board or know of a member who would like to do so, please 
send me an email or let one of the current board members know.  

 

Be sure to attend our October general meeting during which each of the board members will 
give a brief highlight of the duties of our officers. Then, you will have an opportunity to either 
volunteer or to nominate a fellow author to be a candidate for a position.   

 

The election will be held during November and officers will be announced at our Christmas 
Party in December. 

 

Looking forward to working with all of you in 2018. 

 

 

Linda Pirtle, President 

ETWG 
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Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Look What’s Coming to  
October Nutz & Boltz? 
 

October:  Nancy Larson 

Bring any other questions you 
might have and we’ll try to an-
swer them.  

Send your ideas for future meet-
ings to Nancy Larson, Vice-
President, in charge of the topics. 
Her e-mail is nbl276@yahoo.com. 

We encourage you to always 
bring a friend. 

Guess Who’s Coming 
to Speak This Year? 

 

October: Story Sharing 

November: Joyce Buford 

December: Christmas  

Do you have a special subject 
you would like to see cov-
ered at our monthly meet-
ings? Let Nancy Larson 
know. It will help her to 
bring information which you 
can use. 

Want to help with finding 
speakers? Talk with  Nancy 
Larson about volunteering 
for 2018 as a Board Member. 

 

mailto:nbl276@yahoo.com


Congratulations Sandra Clarke aka Crysa James 
On Your Debut Novel 

“Save Me” 
 

Who would want to kidnap her? And Why? Lia Von 

Stratham knew she was a nobody. What would anyone 

want with a simple humanitarian who spent long days 

dispensing food and medicine to third world refugees? 

She owned little, and certainly nothing of interest to an-

yone else. Nor did she possess any political leverage. 

Her use as a bargaining chip would amount to nothing. A 

ransom demand would yield similar results. Neither her 

family or employer had any money. So, what did they 

want with her? Who would gain by her abduction? Her 

kidnapper identified Marcel DuPries as the genius be-

hind her kidnapping, but the name meant nothing to Lia. 

Absolutely nothing. And questioning the man responsible 

for her captivity gained even less. The man remained as 

silent as death. Verifying his victim by her unusual birth-

mark revealed far more than positive identification for 

the mercenary hired to bring in Von Stratham. The wom-

an was a Goddess. As each step brought them toward an 

increasingly unacceptable confrontation with DuPries, 

Lia's endurance and resolve sucker-punched him square 

into his heart. As much as he marveled at the woman's strength and fortitude, it was Lia's zest, 

her utter determination to live, that hammered at the shield covering his soul. He Hadn't 

known life could inspire such passion. Or how infectious it was. A stand alone book. 
 
Beginning her writing career on a typewriter Crysa James now con-

siders a keyboard her best friend. She writes in several genres, includ-
ing Mystery, Science Fiction, Chic Lit, Inspirational, Horror, and Chil-

dren's Literature but her favorite will always be Romance. ‘Love is as 
necessary as breath’. Crysa shares her East Texas home with her won-

derful husband, four dogs and two cats. The dust bunnies don’t count.  
 

***Congratualtions Sandy 

aka Crysa James*** 
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Register Now for Caleb and Linda Pirtle’s Small 
Group Writing Classes 

 
Caleb and Linda Pirtle are conducting small group writing classes to be held 

in the relaxed atmosphere of their home. Class size is limited to four 

(4) people to ensure that each person will receive the personal assistance 
he/she seeks to improve individual skills. 
 

During each class session, students will receive instruction on the funda-
mentals of writing with examples to illustrate the concept.  Students will 
have ample time to ask questions. A practice writing assignment will be giv-
en at the end of each session and reviewed at the beginning of the next ses-
sion. 
 

DATES AND TIMES OF CLASS:  Each class will meet once per week for four 
weeks. One session will be held from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on each Thursday 

morning, and a second session will be held from 2 p.m. to 4 
 

The August/September classes filled up immediately, and reservations are now being accepted for each Thursday in 
October. 
 

OBJECTIVE:  To provide students with the writing techniques they need to produce stories on a professional level. At 
the end of the four-week classes, students will have written a 1,000 to 1,500-word short story or one or more chap-
ters for a novel. 
 

The morning session in October will cover the following: 
 

October 5 Components of Setting; Description 

October 12 The Hook 

October 19 Conflict; Plot 
October 26 Dialogue; Point of View 

 

The afternoon session in October will focus on the Structuring of a Novel. 
 

Attendance for each class is encouraged; however, we understand there are times a student won’t be able to attend. 
One make-up session will be offered during the month. 
 

COST: $60 Nonrefundable. Payment accepted at the first session. 
 

If you want to participate in either of these sessions, please contact Linda Pirtle at lsgpirtle@gmail.com or by calling 
either 903-881-9000 or 214-202-0711. 

 

If the session fills up before you submit your registration, we will notify you and schedule another session. 
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Seats are going Fast. Make 

Your Reservation Now! 

mailto:lsgpirtle@gmail.com
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   Who? Who?Who? Who?Who? Who?   

Will Serve on The Board For 2018? 

We Have Positions to Fill and We Need You. That’s 

               WhoWhoWho   
To know more about the openings which will be available, please contact  To know more about the openings which will be available, please contact  To know more about the openings which will be available, please contact     

Linda Pirtle, President. Linda Pirtle, President. Linda Pirtle, President.    

The Guild is well established and the open positons are established also, so serving is not a The Guild is well established and the open positons are established also, so serving is not a The Guild is well established and the open positons are established also, so serving is not a 

chore as you will be entering into the grooves and pathways already set before chore as you will be entering into the grooves and pathways already set before chore as you will be entering into the grooves and pathways already set before 

you..  Become a member of the Board.you..  Become a member of the Board.you..  Become a member of the Board.   

It will be one of the wisest decisions you ever made!It will be one of the wisest decisions you ever made!It will be one of the wisest decisions you ever made!   



 

Janice Ernest Uses Her Virtual Assistant and       

Networking  Skills to Help Writers 

 
Recently, Janice Ernest, Author  and member of East Texas Writers Guild was asked to elabo-

rate on the definition of being a Publishing Mercenary. Her response: 

“A Publishing Mercenary is a business person who helps authors, business owners, and 

others to accomplish various jobs related to publishing and promoting for a fee.” 

 

She stated that along these lines she has done many different jobs: 

 Type up manuscripts 

 Investigate and research publishers for authors wanting to publish but who don’t have the 

time to do this research.  

 Critique and edit manuscripts, short and long fiction, along with poetry, using both the APA 

and Chicago Manual of Style. 

 Counsel with Authors  and Help them Brainstorm Marketing Strategies. 

 Assist with and lift the burden of social media. 

 Create, send, and follow up on Press Releases. 

 Create Media Sets/Press Sets 

 Set up bookshelves so that authors may independently publish 

 

Then are you a publisher? We asked. Her response: “No, I am an assistant who will help the 

author through the whole process  and help them to set up and independently receive their 

royalties. I do not take royalties from their work. The money they make once published is 

their own. I simply educate, and help facilitate.” 

 

A list of her fees and services is on her website at: 

 

www.janiceernest.com 
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  Member of ETWG, Nikki Brown is a Certified Life 

Coach With the Goal of  Helping Writers  Progress 

Along on Their Hero’s Journey 
ETWG member, Nikki Brown has been a life coach for seven years and creden-

tialed for four years. Life coaches in general are partnered with a client to help 

them reach whatever goals they are wanting to obtain.  They work with people on 
issues pertaining to weight loss, physical health, mental health, spiritual health, and 

business. 

 

Nikki has,  in relationship to her writing experience, the desire to help writers 

along their ‘hero’s journey’ When asked how she can help writers she said, “By as-

sisting them to: 

 Create a roadmap to their big vision 

 Improve creativity and overcome writers block. 

 Overcome old habits and limiting beliefs in order to help them make progress 

toward their creative goals. 

 Help them shift their perspective and Discover new ways of doing things.  

 Let her be a sounding board for ideas, a listener and an accountability partner” 

 

The first step to creating that map to success is to have a vision and then begin 
the process of setting goals. She can assist in helping you to set realistic obtainable 

goals. And she is offering a free Discovery Session in which she will work with you 

on learning where you are on your journey now, and what you want to accom-

plish, as well as what obstacles are getting in your way.  

 

To contact her for your free Discovery Session go to: 

www.coachnikkib.com 
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http://coachnikkib.com/make-an-appointment/


All of Our Thanks to Neta Fran Ward of  Valerosa Art Gallery for the  Recent Booksigning 

held September 23, 2017 at her Gallery. 

A Picture Paints a Thousand Words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thousand Words Paint a Story 

 
Janice Ernest Shares Brocksport and Marvin   

Mayer’s Books with Two Prospective Buyers 

Caleb and Linda Pirtle Visit with Neta Fran 

and  a prospective customer. 



VALEROSA BOOKSIGNING CONTINUED 

 

Sandra Clarke, aka Crysa 

James and her new book, 

Save Me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Burgdorf and      

Kim Whitehill 

 

 

 

Linda and Caleb 

Pirtle with their   

novels  

 

In Background Sha-

ron Thayer’s Books 
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October 9, 2017 
At 6:30 PM 
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Charles Hayes Invites You 

 
 Looking For a Free Place to Ad-

vertise Your Book and Help Build 

Your Brand? (Only taking one 

Hundred Authors, so—-contact 

him soon) 

 

 Looking for a Good Book To Read, 

but just Can’t Choose? 

 

Click this link and check out Charles 

Hayes’ website:: 

Books Galore!  

 

You’ll  Find Books Nicely Displayed,  

Categorized by Genre, Making Your 

http://www.b17.com/books
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By Patricia La Vigne 

 At the September 11th. meeting 
of East Texas Writers Guild, Muffet 
Frische presented her Power Point 
about editing—what to do, and 
what to avoid.  
 
 Her presentation, although sim-
plified, carried the message every 
writer needs to keep in the forefront 
of the mind. Editing procedures 
might be time consuming, and even 
boring, especially if attacked sever-
al times on one manuscript. Muffet 
stated how important it is to review 
your manuscript more than once, 
and even with more than one per-
son. She will review and edit her 
manuscripts fourteen or fifteen 
times until she is satisfied that all 
corrections and adjustments had 
been made.  
 
 In her handout, she outlined 
Content, Line edits, Picture Book 
Page Turns and Novel Chapter 
Turns, Rewriting or Removing Cli-
chés, Reading Aloud, and Sharing 
with Critique Partners. 
  
 She emphasized that every sce-
ne must continue to move the story 
forward or risk losing the reader. 
The little things—spelling, gram-
mar, punctuation, repetition of 

words--must be corrected best by 
doing line edits. Make sure your 
chapter or page “hooks” the reader 
to go on. Look for scenes that are 
too long or too short. Make sure 
your sentences all make sense. 
 
 Muffet summarized the 
DON’T’s in six phrases: Don’t 
preach. Don’t have a grown-up or 
stranger in a children’s book be the 
problem-solver. Don’t be a Back-
story “Junkie.” Don’t overuse cli-
chés. Don’t stop short of the First 
Draft. Don’t forget to edit. 
 
 Muffet provided something for 
everyone that evening. Her handout 
included outlines for summarizing 
scenes, busting your backstory, and 
working on those clichés. It was an 
evening well worth our presence. 

Our Speaker for September 2017 was  Muffet Frische  
Who Spoke on Writer’s Do’s and Don’ts 



There was a small crowd present at 

Nutz & Boltz this month. The lecture was by 

Linda Pirtle and the topic was How to 

Create a Bestselling Novel, the first pro-

gram in a series which she and Nancy Lar-

son are creating to utilize for speaking en-

gagements in the future. 

Her presentation contained a lot of 

information which skimmed topics to be lat-

er addressed in longer seminars.  

She touched on Story Arc, Character-

ization, Point of  View, Creation of Hooks, 

and Saving the Cat. 

All ingredients necessary for creating 

a gripping and interesting read intended to 

keep the reader involved and cheering for 

the characters. 

In touching base on the Story Arc she 

spoke of how characters must react like re-

al people. That they must grow and change 

(be dynamic) and not static. The reader 

wants to go on the journey with them. 

Afterwards , she had a time of asking 

the Guild members their reactions to her 

presentation. She received some very good 

feedback. 

Oh and P.S. Nancy she was able to do 

the whole presentation sans circle graph in 

less than one hour. :) 

 

Presenter Linda Pirtle earned her B.A. 

in English at the University of Texas at Ar-

lington and her Masters Degree in Educa-

tion at East Texas State, now known as Texas 

A&M. She has taught all upper grade levels, 

eight grade through twelfth grade and junior 

college.  

She has published The Mah Jongg 

Murders, book one, and Deadly Dominoes, 

book two, in her series entitled The Games 

We Play. Book three, Tarot Terrors is sched-

uled for 2018.    
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September Nutz & Boltz in Review 
Presenter: Linda Pirtle 



 

Never Stop 
Learning. 

TJC West 
Campus 
Offers: 

Courses in: 

 Marketing 

 Software  

 Website Development 

 Courses on Writing taught by our own 
Caleb Pirtle 

 Dance 

 Art 

 Business Management and Tools 

Brinda Carey         Cordially 
Invites You to Attend  
“Writing My Story” 

Class at the 
Tyler Area Senior Citizens 

Center (TASCA) each 
Wednesday from 12 PM un-

til 2 PM 
 

Need More Information? 
Call: 903-780-6796 
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A WRITING CHALLENGE FOR YOU! 
Thanksgiving is Coming. 

See if you can use the following Five Words in 

A 100-150 word Thanksgiving Story 

Carnival * Balcony * Quirky  

 Humble * Kickstand 
 Complete your story by October 13, 2017 and send to: 

janiceernest1@gmail.com  

 

Must be 12 font Times New Roman 

Include Your name and Phone Number 

so that I may call to request your per-

mission to publish it in the TNC. 



 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2017 

 

January 2017   December 15, 2016 

February 2017   January 13, 2017 

March 2017   February 20, 2017 

April 2017   March 17, 2017 

May 2017   April 14, 2017 

June 2017   May 12, 2017 

July 2017   June 16, 2017 

August 2017   July 14, 2017 

September 2017  August 18, 2017 

October 2017  September 15, 2017 

November 2017   October 13, 2017 

December 2017  November 17, 2017 

January 2018   December 15, 2017 
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I Heard the Elves  

Of Christmas Say 

That Christmas Party 

Is on Its Way. 

Be Watching for Further Information 



 

 

 

East Texas Writers’ 
Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 
etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed in The Next Chapter are those of the respective contributors only 

 

Published      Aspiring      

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  received by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror   Mainstream  
 Romance         Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense  Westerns                
  Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

Send  completed form along with 
appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 

PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 

Register and Pay On Line at 

www.etwritersguild.org,  

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ 

______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base 
by:_______________________ 


