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Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Is Santa Real? Answering the inevitable question                       

by Sharon Thayer 

Is Santa Real? Answering the Inevitable Question.  

Since the very first child plotted to delay bedtime, we have told stories, myths, and fables to buffer this 

transitional time of day. During these bedtime rituals, our children have discovered storybook heroes in-

cluding Winnie-the-Pooh, Superman, a spider named Charlotte, and Santa Claus. None of them are real, or 

are they? Sometimes the line between two entities is hard to see.  

For example, have you ever heard someone describe a relationship as being so close it is hard to distin-

guish where I end and you begin? I believe the same phenomena happens in our relationships with story-

book characters. We understand them, build inseparable relationships, go on grand adventures together, as 

they teach us lessons along the way. Where exactly does the fictional character end and the effects of the 

lessons begin?  

Examples of these life-changing lessons can be found in nearly every classic children’s story. A child who 

has heard Winnie-the-Pooh stories will acquire behavioral guidelines that will help her understand her own 

friends. When she has a friend as gloomy as Eeyore, she will know how to show empathy and come up 

with ideas to help cheer her friend. She will understand and respect someone’s deep love for one special 

thing, like Pooh loves honey. And she will contemplate ways to work together to accomplish goals and 

solve problems as the friends in The Hundred Acre Wood have done so many times.  

I cannot show you the exact place or the moment when the fictional character ended and value of the les-

sons it taught became real, but I have witnessed the innocence of Pooh in numerous children, sang funny 

songs to hedge Eeyore-like gloominess away, and on the very best of days, I have bounced enthusiastically  
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Is Santa Really Real? By Sharon Thayer contin-

ued. 

with children - just like Tigger. Should we preface 

each Winnie-the-Pooh book by telling our children 

this story is not true, there is really no Pooh, Eeyore, 

Kanga, and little Roo? Or is there a part that is real? 

Perhaps we should go ask Owl.  

When my son was three, he lived in his Superman 

cape. Now my grandson demands to wear his Super-

man shirt every day. We watched Superman movies 

and read Superman books as together we learned 

when you are strong you can protect the weak, over-

power the bad guys, prevent disaster, and help the 

underdog.  

 

More little boys than I could venture to imagine have 

worn the big S proudly on their chests. Now, little 

girls outfitted in pink shirts and dresses proudly dis-

play their big S. We all want to be Super. We all are 

Super. It takes some growing up to discover our su-

per powers, but until then, Superman, our larger-

than-life role model, will help children dream about 

their own Super Powers - the real strengths that will 

help them grow into wonderful successful adults. Is 

Superman real? I think so.  

 

My little Superman is now a Super father raising two 

Super boys whose powers are just beginning to de-

velop. Some stories teach us to gain a new perspec-

tive when things don’t go the way we had planned. 

  

Every year 120,000 babies are born in the US with 

birth defects. It is my hope that every mother in this 

situation read Charlotte’s Web when she was young. 

I hope she read it over and over and remembers 

how Fern and Charlotte saw the value in Wilbur, the 

puny runt pig, loved him from the very beginning, 

saved him from an untimely death, and helped him 

grow up to be “Terrific,” “Radiant,” “Humble,” and 

“Some Pig!”  

Was Charlotte real? Did she really spin those words 

into her web? It doesn’t matter, because the lessons 

taught in that story have given real strength to real 

people through the sixty-four years and the 

45,000,000 copies of Charlotte’s Web sold and read 

throughout the world.  

Today, many millennial parents do not let their chil-

dren believe in Santa because they don’t want to lie 

to their children. I think we all can agree on that 

point - we shouldn’t lie to our children. But let’s put 

that so-called Santa lie under our adult microscope 

for a closer examination.  

As I fine-tune the focus, I see Santa at the North 

Pole, but I see more. There, just behind his red suit, 

can you see the senior citizens volunteering at the 

food bank, and the business woman writing the check 

that helps to stock its shelves? Look carefully and you 

will also see a father who loves to tinker on bicycles 

in his basement workshop. Long after his kids have 

gone to bed, he repairs and paints the bikes he will 

donate at Christmas.  

And over there, do you see the woman at the nurs-

ing home in her wheelchair crocheting colorful baby 

hats and delicate sweaters to give to mothers who 

can’t afford a wardrobe for their new babies?  

Do you see your neighbors ringing the bell for just a 

few hours, for a small amount of change that adds up 

to big changes in people’s lives?  

I see these different aspects of Santa and more, but 

even with my grandmother super powers, I cannot 

see a line that separates the many dimensions of San-

ta.  

A child cannot see the dimensions at all. A child does 

not have life’s microscope yet, but he can see the 

bright red suit, imagine the North Pole, and believe in 

flying reindeer while he strives to be good for a de-

sired gift.  

A young child understands receiving - receiving food, 

clothing, shelter, love, safety, and TOYS! Childhood 

is a time to enjoy the receiving, to know how good it 

feels so someday, they will understand the joy of giv-

ing.  

But right now, there is much to do as the holiday 

season is quickly upon us.  

We must write our lists and plan gifts for others.  

We must visit Santa, then make a donation to our 

favorite charity on the way home. (Cont. Pg. 4) 

In the evening, we will bake cookies for Santa and ,  



A Surprise 
Letter to 

Santa 

 

What did Adam say on the day before 

Christmas? 
 Ans. It’s Christmas, Eve. 
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Venture Galleries 
Is currently being remodeled but 

 is scheduled to open soon. 

Contests 

Boulevard is accepting entries for its 
annual short fiction contest for 
emerging writers. The winner will re-

ceive US $1500 and have their story 
published in the magazine. 

Boulevard is an American literary magazine estab-
lished in 1985 and based at St. Louis University 
in Missouri. Boulevard aims to publish the finest in 
fiction, poetry and non-fiction and was de-
scribed by Poet Laureate Daniel Hoffman as ‘one 
of the half-dozen best literary journals’. The maga-
zine has been edited throughout its history 
by Richard Burgin, a five-time Pushcart Prize win-
ner. 

Boulevard’s Short Fiction Contest for Emerging 
Writers is only open people who have not yet pub-
lished a book of fiction, poetry or creative non-
fiction with a nationally distributed press. Stories 
may be up to 8000 words and must be previously 
unpublished. 

The 2015 contest was won by Joshua Idaszak for 
his story ‘The Last Laz of Krypton’. 

An entry fee of $16 is payable but all entrants will 
receive a one-year subscription to the magazine. 
The contest is open to writers around the world and 
entries may be submitted online or in hard copy. 

Entries for the Boulevard Short Fiction Contest for 
Emerging Writers close on 31 December 2016. For 
full entry information and conditions visit 
theBoulevard website. 

Between 1 October and 1 May, Boulevard also 
welcomes unsolicited submissions from both estab-
lished and emerging writers. The minimum pay-
ment for prose is $100, maximum $300. 

 ****** 
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Is Santa Really Real? by Sharon Thayer                   
continued 

In the evening, we will bake cookies for Santa and 

some for our neighbors, then before bed, read The 

Christmas Story along with our favorite Santa stories, 

and of course, through it all, we must be good!  

One the day your children will ask the inevitable 

question, “Is Santa Claus real?” On that day, you must 

pull out your microscope and pass along the gift as 

you celebrate this rite-of-passage. Show them all that 

is behind the red suit, then take their hand in yours 

and help them make the leap-of-faith from the receiv-

ing side of Santa to the giving side, where our Chris-

tian values most surely live and grow, right there be-

hind the red suit.  

By Sharon Thayer, national award-winning author of 

The Myth of Santa’s Beard. Copyright © 2016 

www.carousel-publishing.com 

http://venturegalleries.com/blog/east-texas-writers-guild-first-chapter-awards-wip/
http://www.richardburgin.net/
http://www.boulevardmagazine.org/short-fiction-contest/
http://www.boulevardmagazine.org/guidelines/
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Now that the election is over, we 
can get back to writing and mar-
keting. Just as a reminder 
though, social media is playing a 
huge role in everyday business. 
It’s inexpensive and simple to 
use. President-Elect Donald 
Trump was recently interviewed 
on sixty minutes and here is 
what he said about Twitter. 

“It’s a great form of communication. I think it 
helped me win all these races where they spent 
much more money than I did. I think social media 
has more power than the money they spent.” 

President-Elect Trump also said he knew very little 
about social media and that Twitter was easy to use, 
and a great way to get your point across in just a 
few words. 

For those of you who were not at our regular meet-
ing at the Chamber, here is a hand-out that I shared. 
The hyperlinks will help you in learn more about 
using Twitter.  

Benefits of Twitter:                                      

 Increase lead generation / sales 

 Drive traffic to your website or blog 

 Increase brand awareness 

 Improve relationships with customers 

 Position  your business as a leader in your 
industry 

 Offers great resources. 

 Connecting with influencers in your niche 

1 It’s not about what you want to tweet -- it’s 
about what pleases your audience. 

2 Be careful! Too much self promotion will get 
you unfollowed in a hurry!   

 

Best times to tweet Weekdays: 

 Mornings:  7:30-8:300 

 Lunch: 12:00-1:00PM 

 Afternoons 4:30-6:00PM 

 Evenings: 9:00-10:00PM 

 Weekends: Between 3:00-9:00 

1 http://coschedule.com/blog/best-times-to-post-
on-social-media/ 

2 Content is not hard to find. If you haven’t 
already… start compiling a list of your go-to 
places for great content. Keep those handy at all 
times. Try to schedule at least six tweets per day. 

3 Use an app life “Buffer.com” to schedule at 
least a week’s worth of tweets. (This frees up a 
lot of time for you to write.)Cost is $10 mo. 

4Create a List 

1. Visit your Lists page via the gear icon drop-
down menu or by clicking Lists on your profile 
page 
2. Click Create List 
3. Name the List & provide a description 
4. Designate the List as Public or Private 
5. Save the List 

To add or remove people from your lists: 

1. Use the person icon drop-down menu on 
somebody's profile 
2. Choose add or remove from Lists 
3. Choose the List you would like to add the 
person to or uncheck the List the person was 
already a member of. Now that you see how 
easy it is to build a Twitter List, follow theses 
influential people and sites: (continued on 
pg.17) 

Navigating the World of Digital Marketing 

By Nancy Brown, Author of the Galveston Indignities Series 

http://coschedule.com/blog/best-times-to-post-on-social-media/
http://coschedule.com/blog/best-times-to-post-on-social-media/
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INTERVIEW WITH MARVIN MAYER 

Marvin Mayer has been a member of East Texas Writers Guild for several years. We thought it would be ap-
propriate that a little “Marvin” history with ETWG be included in this issue of The Next Chapter.  

1. Marvin, I know you began your second “career” of writing children’s stories by taking the course of-
fered by the Children’s Institute. What prompted you to concentrate on doing just stories for children? 
Fear! I was afraid to write for adults as they would see how little I knew about whatever subject on which I 
was writing! Children are so innocent and easily pleased.  They read my books for entertainment and sel-
dom question the reality of things, for after all, talking animals, talking letters, etc. are all imaginary things.  

 
2.    You have written a number of children’s stories and received wonderful reviews for them. What do 
you use as your inspirations for your topics? 

 
Mostly, I draw from my own imagination. For Sammy Squirrel, I put myself inside the “head” of a 
youngster (squirrel in this case) and continued the story as if Sammy were a real person.  For X, I imag-
ined what would happen to our communications if there were only 25 instead of 26 letters in our alpha-
bet. I chose to “pick on” the letter seemingly used the least. For Case of the Stolen Stash, I used birds in 
place of humans while fashioning a Sherlock Holmes detective story.  Many kids today don’t know 
about Sherlock Homes, but they can relate to the birds.  For Ferdinand Frog’s Flight, again I sought the 
ridiculous. How can a wingless amphibian fly? And for the Queen’s Tea, I visited that event and en-
joyed it so much; I wanted to capture the emotions of a child attending her very fist Queen’s Tea.  

3. In writing your stories, do you always keep in mind to include a “moral” or an example of behavior that 
will help the children develop a social conscience?   I can’t deny my own roots.  Where possible, and with-
out being too obvious, I try to use my old fashioned values and morals to subtly teach a young child what I 
consider to be the right values.  Sure, I’m outdated, but I’m too old to change now! 

 
4. Many, if not all, schools in Texas participate in the Accelerated Reading program to promote more in-
dependent reading among children in which they can earn points leading to prizes. Have you ever consid-
ered becoming part of this program, or contacting the school librarians to determine if your books qualify 
as AR books?  I probably need to climb aboard that “train.” I definitely will consider asking for school li-
brarians’ help to register my books in the A.R. program. 
 
5. You recently announced you have a contract with Tyler Independent School District to visit schools 

and visit with the children. I know you have done quite a bit of this type of visitation in the past. Do 
you have a particular agenda you follow when you make these visitations? How do you evaluate the 
time you spend doing this—do you provide a paper evaluation form for the children and teachers to 
complete, or do you get feedback in another way?  I created a PowerPoint presentation to bring to the 
school.  In that presentation, I compare the steps a farmer has to take to the steps a writer takes, show-
ing the similarities of each profession such as: deciding (what to plant; what to write); preparing 
(buying the seeds and tilling the soil; for what age am I writing and have I done any required research; 
nurturing (watering and weeding the planted products; editing the story): etc.  Then I revert back to the 
writer and talk about what is needed to write a story – knowledge about the topic, spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, etc.  At the end of my presentation, I open the floor for questions. Hands go up immediately, 
and I easily could continue the Q&A for another hour, but often the librarian wants me to read one of 
my shorter picture books to the assembled students. 
I don’t ask for written feedback but I do ask for verbal feedback from the school librarian and/or some 
of the teachers in attendance. I know these are busy people, so I don’t want to add to their work load by 
having them do a written critique, even if it would be just answering a list of questions I might provide.  



Th November meeting was a free for all. Linda 
Pirtle  led the meeting.  
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November Nutz and Boltz  

 Meeting In Review by Janice Ernest 

Marvin Mayer Interview Continued 

6. Do you have future plans to broaden your writing into other genres? If so, which ones 
particularly appeal to you?  At my age, I don’t think I will venture into, for me, “uncharted 
waters.”  I like writing for children. A few years ago I wrote a Sci-Fi story for Na-No-Wri-
Mo.  When I submitted it for publication, I found out how little I know about writing sci-
ence fiction! 

 
7. You have been a very active member of ETWG for many years. What prompted you to 
attend your first meeting, and what was it about the Guild that kept you coming back each 
month, aside from your “job” as treasurer? 

I didn’t know ETWG existed, and I was too “green” to know the value of being part of 
a writers group.  I visited Texas Writers Network at the Tyler library, but it didn’t ap-
peal to me. When I heard about ETWG, I decided to see what it was all about. It was 
ORGANIZED! I liked what I saw, joined the group, and came to like it even more the 
more I attended meetings. 

Thank you for taking time to answer these, Marvin. I will try to do the article justice to you, 
your talent, and your enthusiasm.   I’m sure you will flatter me! I’m honored that you want to 
write the article.  Hope to see you tomorrow night. Don’t hesitate to ask if you come up with 
additional questions or need clarification of answers given in this document.  

Pat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the http://www.thereviewreview.net/classifieds/contests for even more contests and anthologies 

to be a part of this new year 

 

 

Check out http://writingcareer.com/call-for-

anthology-submissions to see some great oppor-

tunities to write in different genres and submit to 

these listed anthologies. 

http://www.thereviewreview.net/classifieds/contests
http://writingcareer.com/call-for-anthology-submissions
http://writingcareer.com/call-for-anthology-submissions


I cannot speak for any others,  but for myself I can 
say nanowrimo was exciting , exhausting, and yet 
exhilarating at the same time. 

Like an overweight, sedentary couch potato who 
was waiting on the writing fairy to come and put 
words on the page, I was bored, depressed , and 
lonely. It wasn’t until I took the challenge this year 
that my enthusiasm and excitement returned. 

There is a wonderful feeling that comes with  set-
ting a goal and fulfilling it.  

I started with many excuses: I don’t have time, I 
can’t do this’ not to mention writers block. 

My slouchy writing habits and procrastinating ways 
immediately set me behind from the  start. Within 
the first four days I was behind over a thousand 
words. On the fifth day, I made the decision to do 
this thing, write 50,000 words in one month and to 
set  small goals each day.. Guess what—-I did it. 

So, what did I learn from nanowrimo?  

 Rome wasn’t built in a day and neither is a book  

 Write it down while it is on your mind. You can 
always revise later. 

 Don’t expect  yourself to be perfect 

 There is no such thing as writers block. Just 
puncture yourself and start bleeding on the pa-
per words will eventually flow. 

I would love to hear from you. What did you gain? 

Did you succeed? Did you fail? What is your plan 
for next year? 

Janice Ernest, Author of Brocksport USA, &      
Butterfly.   

 

She  is the author of both novel length, and short 
fiction, as well as non-fiction and she has placed in 
both the 2015 and 2016 First International Chapter 
awards, as well as, won multiple short fiction 
awards. 

Her work has appeared in newspapers, magazines, 
and in this, The Next Chapter newsletter.  

 

Topics on which she speaks: 

 Author at Work—once an author you are al-
ways an author even in your off  hours. 

 Know Yourself—-Establish and Maintain Your 
Brand 

 Critique Groups—Rules of and how to get   
started. 

 Writing Resources 

 Now You’ve Written it, Time to Revise it 

 Other topics upon request. 

 

 

 

Janice Ernest may be contacted at: 

Email: janiceernest1@gmail.com 
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Nanowrimo is now completed. How did you do? 
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W.I.I.F.M? 
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Have Questions About Book            

Promotion, Social Media Assist.,          

or  Publishing? 

 

Thank you Brinda Carey for Sharing  

The information below with us at ETWG 

 

    For Writing Opportunities and Contests 

Check out: 

Aerogramme Studios 

   
 

 

Want to be In the 
News? 

Have a poem, sto-
ry, or writing 
hints you would 
like to share? 

Send it by the 
deadline date on 
page 20 to:  
janiceernest1@gmail.com. 

It could make it 
into the Next 
Chapter Newslet-
ter. 

PO Box 2283, Lindle, TX 75771 

903.253.2623|http://www.yandrpr.com/ 

Volunteers Always Needed. 

Contact a Board Member and let them know 

you’d like to help 

http://www.aerogrammestudio.com/2016/09/20/opportunities-for-writers-october-and-november-2016/
http://www.janiceernest1@gmail.com
tel:903.253.2623
http://www.yandrpr.com/
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What are Your Plans for 2017? 

Goal setting and strategic planning promotes long-term vision and short-term motivation. It focuses intention, 
desire, acquisition of knowledge, and helps to organize resources. 
Many people want to arrive at the end result without going through a process to get there. That's fine for your 
to-do list goals but will not work for the major goals in your life! 
The average person can only handle one or two major goals at a time, preferably one if it's a major goal.   
So, how do you get started?  
 
1.  Pick a goal: I want to write and publish three books this year. 
 I want to write and publish and get paid for 10 freelance articles this year. 
 
2. Now create clear, concise short statements of how you will achieve your goal.  
 I will type 1000 or more words a day, as evidenced by (aeb) 30,000 words completed per month.  
 I will get in a critique group which meets one time every two weeks (aeb) my attendance.  
 I will revise one manuscript every four months and prepare it for publication 
 I will write at least 20 articles each 6 months of this new year and submit them with in order to reach my 

goal of 10 articles that pay. 
 
Now that you’ve written your strategic goals, you need to go deeper and write your tactical plans.  Tactical 
plans are how you plan to achieve those goals you just wrote. 
So, for I will type 1000 or more words a day…. 
 Wake up 5 am daily and go to computer and type for at least two hours 
 Maintain a clean and orderly workspace for efficiency and stress relief. 
 At 30,000 words at the end of month reward myself with a special day off to get outside or spend with 

friends. 
 Write even when I don’t feel like it. 
 
Do this for each of your goals. 
This can be used for building your marketing strategy, your platform, your writing goals, and life goals.  
Are you a failure if you do not at first succeed in reaching these? No.  
In the nursing field, nurse’s rely on a sort of charting known as PIE. PIE stands for plan, interventions, evalu-
ate.  
In nursing you must look at the patient and decide and prioritize their needs or problems, then you must de-
cide what major goal you wish to accomplish with them. Once these goals are established, you must take ac-
tions (interventions) to reach a positive end and hopefully meet your goal for the patient.  
Sometimes, you will take what you think is the absolute best action and it will either have no effect or it will 
cause you to need to reconsider. You have not failed as long as you recognize the need to create new interven-
tions to fix the situation.  
The only time you lose is when you know an action you are taking is not assisting you in reaching the goals 
established, yet you still continue to do it. 
 
So, as you start 2017, what are your major goals? And, how do you plan to reach them?  
 

 

 



Who is Speaking in January? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing up in the small town of Orange Grove, Texas, Holly D. (Binns) Rand was 
introduced at a young age to leadership, public relations, sales, marketing, and 
business. 

A graduate of Texas A&M University in Kingsville, Holly majored in Agricultural 
Science with a minor in Agricultural Sales & Marketing, and obtained teaching 
certifications in agriculture and horticulture. 

Taking a strong background in learning and teaching the art of sales and marketing, 
plus the hard work and dedication taught within the agricultural industry, Holly 
launched Project Progress at her kitchen table in 2009 by writing a proposal for a 
professional organizaing company to hire her new business as their marketing out-
source partner.  Five years later, that first client  remains a client.  

Project Progress is a business outsource company hired to take over "projects" so 
business can "progress."  Clients hire her to wipe the dust of projects that pertain to 
business marketing, sales, advertising, social media, websites, promotional events, 
research….and everything in between! 

Holly shares her knowledge and skills of business marketing and promotion 
through group and private workshops famously known as "Lunch & Lap-
tops."  Businesses and non-profit organizations attend these workshops to discover 
modern marketing techniques involving Facebook, Twitter, Linked In, and Con-
stant Contact. 

Holly has been married since 2002 to her husband, Charlie, and they reside in Lin-
dale, Texas, with their two children, Jacqueline and Creedon. 

Currently, Holly also owns Lindale Link, an internet based business promotion 
broadcast based in Lindale, Texas. 

Make sure and attend: you won’t want to miss this wonderful speaker. 
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Entering  Heaven 

Three men died on Christmas Eve and were met by Saint Peter at the pearly gates.  
  
"In honor of this holy season," Saint Peter said, "You must each possess something that 
symbolizes  Christmas to get into heaven." 
  
The first man fumbled through his pockets and pulled out a lighter. He flicked it on. "It repre-
sents a candle," he said. "You may pass through the pearly gates," Saint Peter said.  
  
The second man reached into his pocket and pulled out a set of keys. He shook them and 
said, "They're bells." Saint Peter said, "You may pass through the pearly gates." 
  
The third man started searching desperately through his pockets and finally pulled out a pair 
of women's glasses. 
  
St. Peter looked at the man with a raised eyebrow and asked, "And just what do those sym-
bolize?" 
  
The man replied, "They're Carol's." 

    A  S i g n  o f  t h e  T i m e s  
 
A s  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  c l i m b e d  o n t o  S a n t a ' s  l a p ,  S a n t a  
a s k e d  t h e  u s u a l ,  " A n d  w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  f o r  
C h r i s t m a s ? "  

 
T h e  c h i l d  s t a r e d  a t  h i m  o p e n  m o u t h e d  a n d  h o r r i -
f i e d  f o r  a  m i n u t e ,  t h e n  g a s p e d :  " D i d n ' t  y o u  g e t  
m y  E - m a i l ? "  

Some Christmas Fun 



. 

Ho Ho Ho 
 

Helvetica and Times New Roman walk in-
to a bar. 

"Get out of here!" shouts the bartender. "We 

don't serve your type."  

_________________ 

 

The past, the present, and the future walked 

into the local bar. 

It was tense. 

Now, that is a contradictory state-

ment . What to do, what to do. 

 

 

 

Where Can I learn more  

About Grammar? 

Marketing? 

Accounting? 
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When you stop 
believing in 
Santa Claus  

is when you 
start getting 
clothes for 
Christmas.  

 
 

http://www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies/info/2/catalog


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submissions Wanted 
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 Currently seeking submissions of high-quality fiction for Freakshow: 

Freakishly Fascinating Tales of Mystery and Suspense, a forthcom-

ing short story anthology set within the world of a traveling circus, 

carnival or freak show. Writers can spin their yarns in the past, pre-

sent, or future. 

 We are looking for dark, twisted and unusual mysteries with dark, twisted and unusual char-

acters. We want that “holy shit!” factor. 

 No splatterpunk. No erotica. No fantasy. 

 No horror – that is, not yet. We will be launching our horror imprint soon. Mmmmwwwwwaha-

hahahaha. 

 Payment: $50/story plus a contributor’s copy for non-exclusive rights. 

For Submission Guidelines   

https://copperpenpress.com/freakshow/
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 Tyler Today Magazine, a high quality bi-monthly publication dedicated to Ty-
ler and East Texas, initiated a new section titled "Authors Among Us". The 
magazine invites local authors (including all of East Texas) to send in brief 
articles about a book they have written.  The book needs to relate to one of the 
items featured in the magazine. I am honored and flattered to be the second 
such local author featured in the  current (August/September) issue.  

Among this issue's articles/topics of interest is the upcoming Texas Rose Fes-
tival. Since my children's picture book, The Queen's Tea, was a perfect "fit" 
for that theme, I was invited to submit the article you can find on Page 37.  

In the October/November issue, Tyler's medical community will be featured.  
Jennifer Gaston, editor of Tyler Today Magazine, is seeking authors whose 
work (books) would complement the medical field in a way similar to how my 
book "meshed" with the Texas Rose Festival theme.  If you have such a pub-
lished book, or if you know someone from Tyler/East Texas who does, and if 

you/they want the added exposure of appearing in this wonderful magazine, please contact Mrs. Gaston. Her 
e-mail address is jennifer@tylertoday.com. Your work does not have to be directed toward children. What's 
more, additional features will be included in the next issue, so even if you know of nothing to offer relating to 
health and medical, perhaps you have (or know of) a book dealing with or related to the Junior Leagues annu-
al Mistletoe & Magic event, law enforcement, or buying a new car.  Medical, Mistletoe & Magic, a salute to 
Law Enforcement, and a  guide to buying a new car are four areas to be featured in the October/November 
issue.In the December/January issue, features will focus on the Tyler Heart Ball, Philanthropy, Retirement, 
and Weddings. February/March topics include the Women's Symphony League, our own Azalea Trail and 
Spring Flower Festival, [personal] Finance, and Home Improvement April/May issue will shine the spotlight 
on the UT-Tyler Patriot Golf Classic, the Legal community, and Summer activities Other than free exposure 
and a few copies of the issue in which your article would appear, there is no compensation. For me, the expo-
sure was compensation enough!  If you want that type of publicity, I urge you to contact Ms. Gaston and dis-
cuss your book and how it might be a good match for one of the themes in a future issue.   

Announcements 

Marvin S. Mayer, Children's Author

 

msm@kidsbooksbymarvin.com 

903-707-1616 

Navigating the World of Digital Marketing Con-
tinued. 
Sam Hurley                                                
Tim Fargo 
Caleb Pirtle 
Jonathan Gunson                            
Writers Edit 

Place these names in the “Search” area and follow 
them, Then add them to your list. To find more in-
fluential people, click on other people’s list by their 
profile. If you don’t find their list, it means they 
have not created one. 

https://twitter.com/nbl276 

https://support.twitter.com    This site will help you 
set up your account if you don’t have one and an-
swer other questions you may have. 

http://blog.wishpond.com/post/56542607344/52-
methods-how-to-get-your-tweets-retweeted 

mailto:jennifer@tylertoday.com
mailto:msm@kidsbooksbymarvin.com
tel:903-707-1616
https://twitter.com/nbl276
https://support.twitter.com
http://blog.wishpond.com/post/56542607344/52-methods-how-to-get-your-tweets-retweeted
http://blog.wishpond.com/post/56542607344/52-methods-how-to-get-your-tweets-retweeted


 

Merry Christmas Everyone 

From the East Texas Writers 

Page 18 The Next Chapter 



 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2017 

 

January 2017   December 15, 2016 

February 2017   January 13, 2017 

March 2017   February 17, 2017 

April 2017   March 17, 2017 

May 2017   April 14, 2017 

June 2017   May 12, 2017 

July 2017   June 16, 2017 

August 2017   July 14, 2017 

September 2017  August 18, 2017 

October 2017  September 15, 2017 

November 2017   October 13, 2017 

December 2017  November 17, 2017 

January 2018   December 15, 2017 

East Texas Writers Guild Conference TBA 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror  

 Mainstream  
 Romance  
       Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  

 Suspense 

 Westerns                 
Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

East Texas Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

 

Opinions expressed 
in The Next Chapter 
are those of the re-
spective contributors 
only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the 
views of ETWG, its 
members, officers, 
board members, or 
the editor. 

 

Published      Aspiring      

Thank you to the Above  

Sponsors for their  

support. 

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and 

deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  re-

ceived by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in 

which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent 

paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New 

Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption 

instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 
Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    
 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 
 

 

Register and Pay On Line at www.etwritersguild.org,  

 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ ______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base by:_______________________ 
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PO Box 10074, Tyler, TX 75711 


