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Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 

 ETWG’s 2016 Anthology: Bridges Now 
Available 

The ETWG 2016 Anthology has been well 
received. The Guild ordered 150 copies (6 
boxes) and now has only two boxes (44 cop-
ies) and some that are being reserved for 
members who have contributed but not pur-
chased their copy. The book is only availa-
ble in paperback version. 

There are three ways a copy of the book can 
be bought: 

1. Call Linda Pirtle @ 214-202-0711 
(Cell)  or 903-881-9000 (home) and let 
her know how many you need. She will 
bring them to the next meeting or Nutz 
and Boltz. 
2. Amazon.com.   In the search box, 
simply type the title of the book: Bridg-
es: 2016 Anthology. The cost is $15.00. 
3. For family or friends who are out of 
state or who do not live near you, ask 
them to go to the following link to buy 
direct from Create Space: 
http://www.createspace.com/6270572. 
The cost is $15.00 and provides a larger 
royalty to the Guild. 

 
Until the remaining books in stock are de-
pleted, please contact Linda. For every $15 
collected, the Guild earns $9.50 plus a small 
prorated tax reimbursement of $.87. 

A volume of “Thank You, Members” to 
those of you who have purchased a copy as 
well as a thank you for your story, poem, or  
memoir contribution. 

 
Linda Pirtle 

 

 

. 
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 Schedule 

Come Join Us for These Great Speakers: 

Aug:  Ann McCrady—-Writing Poetically—-an interactive program 

Sept: Brinda Carey—Memoir and Flash Fiction Assignment—-Linda Pirtle 

Oct:    Flash Fiction 250 Word Ghost Story—-Members Bring and Read. 

Nov:  Nancy Larson—-Update on Social Media 

 Dec:  Christmas Party 
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We, at the 

East Tex-

as Writers 

Guild 

were 

blessed 

Monday, 

August   7, 

2016  to 

have as 

our speak-

er, Ms. Anne McCrady. 

Anne McCrady’s poetry and creative non-

fiction have     appeared internationally in 

literary journals, anthologies and maga-

zines, as well as online and in liturgy. Her 

two poetry collections have both been prize 

winners, as have dozens of her single poems. 

Besides her writing, editorial and review 

publication credits, Anne offers keynotes, 

workshops, retreat programs, inspirational 

presentations and events in support of poet-

ry, storytelling, community organizations 

and peace. 

As the guest speaker for the Guild she spoke 

on the power of one word.  

Using an exercise she created ,each member 

of the Guild chose a word and through a se-

ries of questions she asked us to answer, 

each member enlarged up on the meaning of 

the word they chose. 

It was 

abso-

lutely 

mind 

blow-

ing. 

Her 

enthusiasm and charisma brought out the 

best in the Guild members as they complet-

ed the exercise and shared their results. 

Since the meeting  there have been many 

comments about how using the simple exer-

cise she shared with us could help  with any 

prose, or poetry writing.  

Thanks Anne for enriching our lives with 

your words. 

 

Anne lives in Henderson, Texas with her 
husband, Mike, and she is the founder 
of InSpiritry, where she is Putting Words to 
Work for a Better World.  

Find Anne Online! 
Website: www.InSpiritry.com 
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Mindblowing! That’s What Anne McCrady’s Talk Was. AKA What’s In A 
Word? 

http://www.inspiritry.com/
http://www.inspiritry.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rogter Middleton, President, taking  

care of business 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Speaker was Anne McCrady who shared some 
of her own poetry as well as some of the poetss she 
enjoys most.  Her talk was interactive with the audi-
ence and encouraged many questions and partici-

pation from the members. 

 

 

Nikki Brown, Lyn Pinkerton, Liz Goodwin, and 
Marsha Graham listen as Pat LaVigne shares with 

the group. 

 

Anne receives a plaque from the Guild in honor of 
her speaking to us. 
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Thank you Linda Nelson Ellis for these Great Pics. From Monday Night’s 
Meeting. 



Introducing Our September 2016 Speaker. 

Our Speaker for September will be Brinda Carey. She is the author of Don’t 
Cry, Daddy’s Here, a memoir about surviving sexual abuse. Her book has 
helped many people who have needed to open up about their own experi-
ences. She is a professional speaker for RAIN, and has spoken to many dif-
ferent groups ranging from churches to Conventions, regarding her testimo-
ny. As a teacher at Tyler Area Senior Citizen’s Association(TASCA) in Ty-
ler, her Memoir class is informative, educational, and entertaining. I know 
you will not want to miss out on this opportunity to ask her questions, and 
learn about memoir, what it is, and how to begin. 

In September she will come prepared to answer your ques-
tions pertaining to writing non-fiction and memoir. 

If you would like to send her questions prior to her speaking, 

send them to:   

Attn: Brinda Carey  She looks forward to hearing from you. 
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Winners of the 2016 International First Chapter Award and  

Reviews of the winner’s works can be viewed at:  

Venture Galleries 

While you are there, make sure to browse the site, and check out the 
great blogs 

 

 

Prepare Yourself for a 
night of Living Horror, 
suspense, and thrilling 

mystery. Be Careful, 
Ghosts and Zombies 

Might abound at the Oc-
tober Chamber of Com-

merce meeting! 
This message approved by the Vice 

President of the ETWG. She will 
have a special assignment to give to 

you at the September meeting. 

There is certainly a world beyond our normal con-
sciousness from which neither space nor time di-
vides us, but only the barrier of our sense-
perceptions.... this threshold is not immovable. 
~William F. Barrett, On the Threshold of the Un-
seen, 1918  

mailto:brindacarey1@gmail.com
http://venturegalleries.com/blog/east-texas-writers-guild-first-chapter-awards-wip/
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TWITTERVERSE IS NOT A NEW PLANET 

By Nancy Brown, Bestselling Author of the Galveston Series 

I 

f you are ready to tackle social media, a 
good place to start is Twitter. 

WHY TWITTER? 

Twitter is largely a space for communication 
and information exchange. Make the most out of 
it by tweeting with others. 

Once you have set up your Twitter account, add 
your profile. Your profile is important. The 
space is limited, so make the most of it. Use 
your name and if it is not available, you can add 
initials, numbers of symbols. Setting up an ac-
count is easy; simple instructions are available 
on the site: 

https://support.twitter.com. 

What Twitter offers: 

1 ENGAGEMENT 

You will need a good number 
of followers with whom you 
engage in conversations. Start 
with those you know in your 
writing groups and follow them. 
Type their name in the “Search 
Twitter” bar and search.  Click 
on their name and follow them. 

2 ON-LINE COMMUNITY 

Find the right connections; If 
you like someone else’s tweets, 
save them in “Lists” section of 
Twitter under your profile. Be 
respectful. If someone follows 
you, follow them back. The 
“Lists” section will be covered 
in future TNC articles. For now, 
build your following. 

3 YOU ARE WHAT YOU TWEET 

If you want to have a large fol-
lowing, your tweets should not 
be all about you.  

 

 

You should be contributing 
some valuable information to 
the community. 

4 LIMITED CONVERSATION 

Because everything in Twitter 
is done under 140 characters, 
jargons and special characters 
are necessary.   

5 TWEET & RE-TWEET 

There are time-saving ways to 
engage. Tweet every day (Use 
special apps such as Buffer.com 
to set up regular tweets. (Costs 
$10.00 month) This will also be 
covered in future TNC articles. 

Start now. Here is my Twitter location: 
https://twitter.com/nbl276. I would be  delighted to fol-
low you back and feel free to re-tweet my tweets. 

Twitterverse may only look complicated at the 
start, but knowing these basics will have you 
post away and make friends online in no time. 
Do note, however, that the initial few weeks or 
months of the experience will be pretty quiet, as 
you are only building up a presence. This is the 
perfect time for trial and error. The best part 
about it is, nobody is pressuring you to do well 
on Twitter, so you can certainly progress at your 
own pace. Once you've finally settled in and 
learned the ropes, you're well on your way to a 
very busy micro-blogging life. 

N. E. Brown is the author of the five book se-
ries, Galveston,1900, Indignities, and Carson 
Chance,  P.I.  Find out more about her at: 
www.nebrown-author.com 

: 

http://www-nebrown.com http://www.amazon.com/N.-
E.-
Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?ta
g=geolinker-20 

 

https://support.twitter.com
https://twitter.com/nbl276
http://www-nebrown.com
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag=geolinker-20
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag=geolinker-20
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag=geolinker-20
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag=geolinker-20
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Have Questions About Book            

Promotion, Social Media Assist.,          

or  Publishing? 

 

 

 

 

   Stories can conquer fear, you 

know. They can make the 

heart bigger.  

Ben Okri  

PO Box 2283, Lindale, TX 

  Cheryl Letsch 
  Y&R PR, a division of Y&R Enterprises, LLC 

You have to let 

people see what 

you wrote. It will 

never be perfect, 

but perfect is over-

rated. 

―Tina Fey 

I hope you will go out and let 

stories happen to you, and that 

you will work them, water 

them with your blood and 

tears and your laughter ‘till 

they bloom, ‘til you yourself 

burst into bloom.  

Clarissa Pinkola Estes  
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I have chosen Nancy Larson as September’s spot-
lighted member for the month of September. 

Nancy, who I have been able to get to know the last 
couple years while I was recording secretary, is not 
only a talented writer but a great asset to our or-
ganization. She hasn’t held any offices, to my 
knowledge, other than serve on a couple of com-
mittees, but she is the first to volunteer when oth-
ers need help. 

I am the person in charge of refreshments for our 
general meeting and the conferences. Nancy has 
her name at the top of each list and has been there 
for me when I am in a pinch. She has her hand up at 
the board meetings volunteering for some project 
or need at least once every time she attends, and 
she attends most of them. 

I am personally indebted to her for taking me under 
her wing as a mentor. With her help, I believe my 
writing has come a long way from just a year ago, 
and I have confidence, which was missing all the 
previous years. 

Nancy is a native Texan, raised in South Texas. She 
attended SMU. 

Retired from real estate, Nancy keeps busy with her 
family, her husband Bill Larson, and eight grandchil-
dren. She also enjoys reading and antiquing. 

Needless to say, writing is what makes Nancy happi-
est. She writes under the name N.E. Brown. Spend-
ing a lot of time on Galveston, Nancy has written a 
series of books, Historical Fiction, starting with the 
devastating hurricane of 1900. She is currently 
working on the sixth installment. The series is called 
Indignities. She has also written a mystery, Carson 
Chance, PI, Over the Edge. Another mystery is in the 
works. I am a slow reader, so once I start one of 
Nancy’s books, nothing gets done until I finish it. I 
have to allow a break in between. 

If Nancy is not 
busy enough with 
her family, writing 
and volunteering 
for ETWG, and she 
is also a member 
of the Salvation 
Army Women’s 
Auxiliary. She also 
spends a lot of 
time on the road, 
going to book 
signings. 

She doesn’t have time to watch much TV, so she has 
no favorite shows, but she lists The Holiday and Leg-
ends of the Fall as two of her favorite movies. 

Her favorite authors are Stephen King and David 
Baldacci. Her favorite book is The Witness. 

Nancy lists her favorite music as the oldies, which 
doesn’t date her. I can’t help but believe even Mil-
lenniums enjoy the oldies. 

If you haven’t met Nancy, please introduce yourself 
the next time you see her at a meeting. You will be 
pleased you did. 

N. E. Brown is the author of the 
five book series, Galveston,1900, 
Indignities, and Carson Chance, 
 P.I.  Find out more about her at: 
www.nebrown-author.com 

: 

http://www-nebrown.com 
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-

Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag
=geolinker-20 

http://www-nebrown.com
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag=geolinker-20
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag=geolinker-20
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag=geolinker-20
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Brinda 

Carey’s 
Helpful 
H.I.N.T.S 

Will Be 

Missed. 
When I began writing this column for the TNC, it 
was to share information I had gathered about vari-
ous writing topics, contests, and local events while 
offering words of inspiration and encouragement. 
The writing prompt was to aid in writer’s block, 
give you a way to practice the craft and have an op-
portunity to be published in the TNC. 

Janice Ernest does an amazing job as the editor of 
the TNC- I mean, have you seen it lately? She pretty 
much publishes a writing magazine each month, 
stocked full of information. I’ve noticed more and 
more information about conferences, workshops, 
and contests. Quotes from famous authors are 
throughout to uplift, inspire, and motivate. Either 
through the TNC or meetings of ETWG, members 
are given written or visual prompts or writing exer-
cises on a regular basis. 

No one has submitted any work based on the 
prompts in the column; however, if you do submit 
an article, story, poem or information, then most 
likely, you will have it published in the TNC. If you 
find out something to benefit authors in between 
editions, all you have to do is send it to our presi-
dent, Roger Middleton. He immediately shares it 
with every member via e-mail. All inquiries about 
writing topics should be e-mailed to Linda Pirtle 
and your questions will be answered in a Nutz and 
Boltz meeting. For persons interested in writing, 
especially memoir, you may attend the TASCA 
Writing Workshop held weekly on Wednesdays 
from noon to 2 pm. 

Therefore, you have more than enough information 
at your fingertips. I will no longer be doing this 
Helpful H.I.N.T.S. column because it’s obsolete, or 
at best, redundant; however, I will send questions 
and information out to Janice, Roger, and Linda. 
When I have something specific to share, then I will 
submit an article for the TNC or talk your ear off 
during a meeting ☺ 

I hope you will take advantage of this untapped 
treasure (the TNC), and all the many resources 
available through the East Texas Writers Guild. I 
know I would have never been published if it were-
n’t for the knowledge and support I’ve gotten 
through membership over the years, and it’s my 
wish that you achieve your writing dreams, too. 

Brinda Carey, Author Advocate and Author of 
Don’t Cry, Daddy’s Here. 

Brinda is available for Speaking 
Engagements and Booksignings. 
Find her contact information at: 

Www.brindacarey.com 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Brinda, from all of us at the East Texas 
Writers Guild for sharing your encouragement and 
writing experiences. 

You have been and continue to be an encouragement 
and great support partner in the work of many of 
the members of the Guild. 

Again, thank you for sharing your time and words 
with us, 

Sincerely, 

Janice Ernest, TNC Editor 

 

 



I hear the door slam. She treads 
lightly across the backyard. Every 
morning she leaves the house and 
comes to the field. She hoists herself 
on the fence, straddles it for a mo-
ment, and climbs down on the other 
side—-my side. 

 

She leans down, floating her hands 
through the waving grains, soon to 
ber harvested. She lifts her face to the sun, 
smiling. Her mother told her she should wear 
a broad-brimmed hat to keep freckles from 
forming on her face. She laughed, the lilting 
laugh of a young girl, saying that freckles did-
n’t matter to her. So, she wears no hat. 

 

She is standing, arms flung back, her body 
straight and tall, her cornsilf hair gleaming in 
the morning sun. 

 

“O’Toole,” she calls. 

 

I lift my head. It’s a little game we play. 

 

“O’Toole, where are you?” 

 

I know she can’t see me even though I am not 
hiding. 

 

Then I hear it—-her Julie Andrews interpreta-
tion: 

“The hills are alive with the sound of music, 

With songs they have sung for a thousand 
years. 
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The Girl In The Field 

By Pat LaVigne 



 

 

The Girl In The Field continued from 
page 10 

The hills fill my heart with the sound           
of music. 

My heart wants to sing every song it hears.” 

Her lilting voice pouring out the joy she 
feels. I watch her twirling, smiling, and sing-
ing with her powerful voice. 

 

I whinny, walk over to her, nuzzle her face. 
She touches my forehead, pressing her face 
to my neck. 

 

“O’Toole, you rascal. You were here all the 
time.” 

 

My head bobs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you  Pat LaVigne for sharing this  

story with all of us in the ETWG. 
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ETWG Members Attend Workshops 

By Linda Pirtle 

Members of ETWG have been busy this summer. 
They have attended conferences and workshops pro-
vided by other guilds and have heard excellent 
presentations by both publishers and authors. It is 
always a learning experience to hear authors de-
scribe the techniques  they use to perfect their writ-
ing skills. Their genres included in the presentations 
ranged from memoir to historical fiction to mystery. 

On July 22-23, Brinda Carey, Nancy Larson, Jean 
Lauzier, and Linda Pirtle attended the annual Lexi-
con Conference in Denton, Texas.   

Nancy and Linda, mystery writers, are pictured with 
 David Ciambrone, a fellow mystery author. David 
discussed the different types of guns, the impact 
they can provide to a story, and the damage they 
inflict on the victim. His presentation was quite 
thorough.  As part of his conclusion, David admitted 
he preferred poison as a way to kill one of his char-
acters. “It’s not as messy,” he said. 

On August 11, several members of ETWG drove to 
the Rusk Public Library to attend the workshop pre-
sented as part of Texas Writes Rural Library Pro-
gram. Debra Oliver of The Writers League of Texas 
introduced Debra Winegarten, who discussed how 
to research and gather information for nonfiction  

 

Nancy Brown, David Ciambrone, Linda Pirtle 

stories and memoirs.  Debra confessed that she 
loves to write poetry and shared with her audience 
that inspiration can hit the poet in the oddest of 
places. As an example, she read one of her poems 
she had written while standing in an aisle at the gro-
cery store shopping for Thanksgiving . 
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Lorna Penland, Debra Winegarten, Lindaa Pirtle, Caleb Pirtle, Brinda Carey, Terri Liptak 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion at the August Nutz and Boltz meet-
ing  answered a question sent in by Pat LaVigne. 

Her question was : Is it good to publish a short 
story or manuscript on Create Space or Kindle 
or not before publishing your full length novel. 

Information was exchanged on how to go about 
publishing a small piece of work and how to use  
that ot link to your other longer works. 

 

A question came up about marketing.. An author 
stated that their books had been on the shelf at a 
store for a long time and have not sold. What 
could she do to help  them sell? How could  she 
get people to notice her book. 

Information was exchanged that she might try 
setting up a booksigning for herself with the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

store and  cross marketing was discussed. 

 

Other topics shared included , how to get an 
agent? How to contact and pick a publisher? 

Information was exchanged by multi-published 
authors as well as first time suthors. 

 

Over all , it was one of the most organized well 
run meetings this year. Thank you Linda Pirtle. 
Lots of good research and data was echanged 
and people  went away  feeling good about what 
they had learned. 
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Literary Definitions of the Month 

ABSTRACT DICTION / ABSTRACT IMAGERY: Language that de-
scribes qualities that cannot be perceived with the five senses. For in-
stance, calling something pleasant or pleasing is abstract, while calling 
something yellow or sour is concrete. The word domesticity is abstract, 
but the word sweat is concrete. The preference for abstract or concrete 
imagery varies from century to century. Philip Sidney praised concrete 
imagery in poetry in his 1595 treatise, Apologie for Poetrie. A century 
later, Neoclassical thought tended to value the generality of abstract 
thought. In the early 1800s, the Romantic poets like Wordsworth, Cole-
ridge, and Shelley once again preferred concreteness. In the 20th century, the distinction between concrete 
and abstract has been a subject of some debate. Ezra Pound and T. E. Hulme attempted to create a theory of 
concrete poetry. T. S. Eliot added to this school of thought with his theory of the "objective correlative." 
Contrast with concrete diction / concrete imagery. 
 
ABSTRACT POEM: Verse that makes little sense grammatically or syntactically but which relies on audi-
tory patterns to create its meaning or poetic effects; Dame Edith Sitwell popularized the term, considering 
this verse form the equivalent of abstract painting (Deutsche 7). Sitwell's poems from her collec-
tion Façade are samples of this genre, including her poem "Hornpipe." A sample from this poem appears 
below: 
Sky rhinoceros-glum 
Watched the courses of the breakers' rocking-horses and with Glaucis 
Lady Venus on the settee of the horsehair sea! (qtd. in Deutsche 7) 
 
ABUSIO: A type of catachresis known as the "mixed metaphor." The term is often used in a derogatory 
manner. See discussion and examples under catachresis. 
 
ACATALECTIC: A "normal" line of poetry with the expected number of syllables in each line, as opposed 
to a catalectic line (which is missing an expected syllable) or a hypercatalectic line (which has one or more 
extra syllables than would normally be expected, perhaps due to anacrusis). See discussion un-
der catalectic. 
 
ACATALEXIS: The use of acatalectic lines in poetry--see discussion under catalectic. 
 
ACCENT: (1) A recognizable manner of pronouncing words--often associated with a class, caste, ethnic 
group, or geographic region. Thus, Americans might be able to discern a Boston accent or a Texas accent by 
sound alone, or they might place a foreign speaker's origin by noting a French or Russian accent. (2) The 
degree of stress given to a syllable--an important component of meter. (3) Any diacritical mark. Click here 
to view diacritical marks. 
 
ACCENTUAL RHYTHM: See discussion under sprung rhythm. 

 
ACCENTUAL VERSE: A verse pattern used heavily in Russian and Czech literature. More information 
TBA. 
ACEPHALOUS: From Greek "headless," acephalous lines are lines in normal iambic pentameter that con-
tain only nine syllables rather than the expected ten. The first syllable, which is stressed, "counts" as a full 
metric foot by itself. All acephalous lines by definition are catalectic. See foot and meter. 
ACMEISM: A 1912 Russian poetry movement reacting against the Symbolist movement (Harkins 1). Ac-
meists protested against the mystical tendencies of the Symbolists; they opposed ambiguity in poetry, calling 
for a return to precise, concrete imagery. Prominent members of the movement include Nikolay Gumilyov 
and Sergey Gorodetski.  
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http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_C.html#concrete_diction_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_C.html#concrete_diction_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_G.html#genre_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_C.html#catachresis_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_A.html#anacrusis_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_C.html
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_C.html#catalectic_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_M.html#meter_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/diagram_diacritical.html
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_S.html#sprung_rhythm_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_C.html#catalectic_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_F.html#foot_anchor
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ACRONYM (From Greek acron + onyma; "tip or end of a name"): A word formed from the initial letters in a 
phrase. For instance, many caucasians in America are called WASPs. In this acronym, the lettersW. A. S. P. 
stand for the first letters in the descriptive phrase, "White Anglo-Saxon Protestant." Acronyms are quite com-
mon in governmental bureaucracies, in businesses, in political jargon, and in high-tech products. Other exam-
ples include AIDS ("Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome"), NIMBY, ("Not In My Back Yard), 
and OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries). In the realm of technology, we find 
that radar comes from R.A.D.A.R. (RAdio Detection And Ranging), and laser from L.A.S.E.R. 
(Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation). In general, acronyms first appear with periods to 
indicate the abbreviations, (e. g. L. A. S. E. R). As the term becomes more widespread, the periods vanish 
(e.g. LASER), and eventually the capitalization falls away as the word enters common usage (e.g.  laser). 
Note that acronyms contrast with alphabetisms, in which the word is pronounced aloud by using the names of 
the actual letters--such as the IRS (Internal Revenue Service), which is pronounced as three-syllables. If it 
were a true acronym, IRS would be a one-syllable word rhyming with "worse." 
Acronyms and alphabetisms are most useful when they allow a speaker to create a new, short, efficient term 
for a long unwieldy phrase. They are least useful when they obscure the truth, when they enable technobabble 
and unnecessary jargon. Even English historical scholarship has fallen into the habit, commonly referring to 
the historical Great Vowel Shift as the GVS, and the Oxford English Dictionary as theOED, to give two ex-
amples. Contrast with anagram. 
 
ACRONYMY: The act of using or creating acronyms. (See above.) 
 
ACROSTIC: A poem in which the first or last letters of each line vertically form a word, phrase, or sentence. 
Apart from puzzles in newspapers and magazines, the most common modern versions involve the first letters 
of each line forming a single word when read downwards. An acrostic that involves the sequential letters of 
the alphabet is said to be an abecedarius or an abecedarian poem. 
Acrostics may have first been used as a mnemonic device to aid with oral transmission. In the Old Testament, 
some of the Hebrew Psalms include acrostic devices. Chaucer also wrote acrostics such as his"ABC" (Prior a 
nostre dame) in his younger days. Acrostics are also common in Kabbalistic charms and word squares, includ-
ing the Cirencester word square of Roman origin: 
ROTAS 
OPERA 
TENET 
AREPO 
Abecedarian acrostics were also a common genre in classical Hebrew poetry. For instance, Psalm 118 in the 
Douay-Rheims numbering of the Bible (or number 119 in the King James numbering of the Bible) is an abe-
cedarian acrostic, with each stanza headed by one of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, such as Aleph, Beth, 
Gimel, and so on. Similar acrostics appear in Lamentations 3. Renaissance examples of acrostic poetry in-
clude the preface to Ben Jonson's "The Alchemist." 
If a poem is built so that the last letters in each line form a word, rather than the first, the poem is called 
a telestich. 
ACT: A major division in a play. Often, individual acts are divided into smaller units ("scenes") that all take 
place in a specific location. Originally, Greek plays were not divided into acts. They took place as a single 
whole interrupted occasionally by the chorus's singing. In Roman times, a five-act structure first appeared 
based upon Horace's recommendations. This five-act structure became a convention of drama(and especial-
ly tragedy) during the Renaissance. (Shakespeare's plays have natural divisions that can be taken as the 
breaks between acts as well; later editors inserted clear "act" and "scene" markings in these locations.) From 
about 1650 CE onward, most plays followed the five-act model. In the 1800s, Ibsen and Chekhov favored a 
four-act play, and in the 1900s, most playwrights preferred a three-act model, though two-act plays are not 
uncommon  

Learn More Terms at: http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_A.html 
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 Tyler Today Magazine, a high quality bi-monthly publication dedicated to Ty-
ler and East Texas, initiated a new section titled "Authors Among Us". The 
magazine invites local authors (including all of East Texas) to send in brief 
articles about a book they have written.  The book needs to relate to one of the 
items featured in the magazine. I am honored and flattered to be the second 
such local author featured in the  current (August/September) issue.  

Among this issue's articles/topics of interest is the upcoming Texas Rose Fes-
tival. Since my children's picture book, The Queen's Tea, was a perfect "fit" 
for that theme, I was invited to submit the article you can find on Page 37.  

In the October/November issue, Tyler's medical community will be featured.  
Jennifer Gaston, editor of Tyler Today Magazine, is seeking authors whose 
work (books) would complement the medical field in a way similar to how my 
book "meshed" with the Texas Rose Festival theme.  If you have such a pub-
lished book, or if you know someone from Tyler/East Texas who does, and if 

you/they want the added exposure of appearing in this wonderful magazine, please contact Mrs. Gaston. Her 
e-mail address is jennifer@tylertoday.com. Your work does not have to be directed toward children. What's 
more, additional features will be included in the next issue, so even if you know of nothing to offer relating to 
health and medical, perhaps you have (or know of) a book dealing with or related to the Junior Leagues annu-
al Mistletoe & Magic event, law enforcement, or buying a new car.  Medical, Mistletoe & Magic, a salute to 
Law Enforcement, and a  guide to buying a new car are four areas to be featured in the October/November 
issue.In the December/January issue, features will focus on the Tyler Heart Ball, Philanthropy, Retirement, 
and Weddings. February/March topics include the Women's Symphony League, our own Azalea Trail and 
Spring Flower Festival, [personal] Finance, and Home Improvement April/May issue will shine the spotlight 
on the UT-Tyler Patriot Golf Classic, the Legal community, and Summer activities Other than free exposure 
and a few copies of the issue in which your article would appear, there is no compensation. For me, the expo-
sure was compensation enough!  If you want that type of publicity, I urge you to contact Ms. Gaston and dis-
cuss your book and how it might be a good match for one of the themes in a future issue.   

 
 

Volunteers Needed for 2017 Conference Committee. 

Contact April Coker, Committee Chairperson 

903-882-3773  
 
 

Announcements 

Marvin S. Mayer, Children's Author

 

msm@kidsbooksbymarvin.com 

903-707-1616 

mailto:jennifer@tylertoday.com
mailto:msm@kidsbooksbymarvin.com
tel:903-707-1616


The Sustainable Arts Foundation is offering awards 

of up to US$6000 to writers and artists with chil-

dren. The money can be used for costs such 

as child care, workspaces, new equipment, research 

and travel.  

The Sustainable Arts Foundation was founded in 
2010 with the aim of encouraging parents to contin-
ue pursuing their creative passion, and to rekindle it 
in those who may have let it slide. 

There are two funding rounds each year and typi-
cally a total of ten grants are made in each round: 
five Sustainable Arts Foundation Awards valued at 
$6000 each and five Sustainable Arts Foundation 
Promise Awards valued at $2000. 

To be eligible to apply for a grant you must have at 
least one child under the age of 18.  Applicants can 
be based anywhere in the world and there are no 
citizenship restrictions. 

Writers may apply in one of the following catego-
ries: 

 Fiction 

 Creative Nonfiction 

 Poetry 

 Long Form Journalism 

 Playwriting 

 Picture Books 

 Early and Middle Grade Fiction 

 Young Adult Fiction 

 Graphic Novel 
Visual artists are also eligible able to apply. 

Applicants are advised that for the upcoming fund-
ing round the organisers are committed to offering 
half of its awards to applicants of colour. Further 
information about this initiative is available on the 
Foundation’s website. 

Applications for the Fall 2016 round close 
on Friday 2 September. For further information 
visit the Sustainable Arts Foundation website. 

Thank you Brinda Carey for sharing this 
information with the Guild. 
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Got Questions? Need 

Answers? 

Email them to  

lsgpirtle@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

Where Can I learn more  

About Grammar? 

Marketing? 

Accounting? 

Business Management? 

Travel? 

Computers? 

Research? 

Art? 

Check out the TJC West Campus. They 

offer learning and courses in all of the 

above plus more. Click below to see the 

Catalog and courses offered. 
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Send  Your 

Questions! 

http://www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies/info/2/catalog
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https://brazoswriters.wordpress.com/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submissions Wanted 
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 Currently seeking submissions of high-quality fiction for Freakshow: 

Freakishly Fascinating Tales of Mystery and Suspense, a forthcom-

ing short story anthology set within the world of a traveling circus, 

carnival or freak show. Writers can spin their yarns in the past, pre-

sent, or future. 

 We are looking for dark, twisted and unusual mysteries with dark, twisted and unusual char-

acters. We want that “holy shit!” factor. 

 No splatterpunk. No erotica. No fantasy. 

 No horror – that is, not yet. We will be launching our horror imprint soon. Mmmmwwwwwaha-

hahahaha. 

 Payment: $50/story plus a contributor’s copy for non-exclusive rights. 

For Submission Guidelines   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://copperpenpress.com/freakshow/


 

 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2016 

 

January 2016   Already passed 

February 2016   Already passed 

March 2016    Already passed 

April 2016    Already passed 

May 2016    Already passed 

June 2016    Already passed 

July 2016    Already passed 

August 2016   Already passed 

September 2016  Already passed 

October 2016   September 12 

November 2016   October 10 

December 2016   November 14 

January 2017   December 15 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror  

 Mainstream  
 Romance  
       Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  

 Suspense 

 Westerns                 
Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

East Texas Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

 

Opinions expressed 
in The Next Chapter 
are those of the re-
spective contributors 
only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the 
views of ETWG, its 
members, officers, 
board members, or 
the editor. 

 

Published      Aspiring      

Thank you to the Above  

Sponsors for their  

support. 

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and 

deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  re-

ceived by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in 

which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent 

paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New 

Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption 

instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 

Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    
 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 
 

 

Register and Pay On Line at www.etwritersguild.org,  

 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ ______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base by:_______________________ 
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