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Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 

 ETWG’s 2016 Anthology: Bridges Now 
Available 

The ETWG 2016 Anthology has been well 
received. The Guild ordered 150 copies (6 
boxes) and now has only two boxes (44 cop-
ies) and some that are being reserved for 
members who have contributed but not pur-
chased their copy. The book is only availa-
ble in paperback version. 

There are three ways a copy of the book can 
be bought: 

1. Call Linda Pirtle @ 214-202-0711 
(Cell)  or 903-881-9000 (home) and let 
her know how many you need. She will 
bring them to the next meeting or Nutz 
and Boltz. 
2. Amazon.com.   In the search box, 
simply type the title of the book: Bridg-
es: 2016 Anthology. The cost is $15.00. 
3. For family or friends who are out of 
state or who do not live near you, ask 
them to go to the following link to buy 
direct from Create Space: 
http://www.createspace.com/6270572. 
The cost is $15.00 and provides a larger 
royalty to the Guild. 

 
Until the remaining books in stock are de-
pleted, please contact Linda. For every $15 
collected, the Guild earns $9.50 plus a small 
prorated tax reimbursement of $.87. 

A volume of “Thank You, Members” to 
those of you who have purchased a copy as 
well as a thank you for your story, poem, or  
memoir contribution. 

 
Linda Pirtle 

 

 

. 
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 Schedule 

Come Join Us for These Great Speakers: 

Aug:  Ann McCrady—-Writing Poetically—-an interactive program 

Sept: Brinda Carey—Memoir and Flash Fiction Assignment—-Linda Pirtle 

Oct:    Flash Fiction 250 Word Ghost Story—-Members Bring and Read. 

Nov:  Nancy Larson—-Update on Social Media 

 Dec:  Christmas Party 
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Anne 

McCrady’s 

poetry 

and crea-

tive non-

fiction 

have     

appeared internationally in literary journals, 

anthologies and magazines, as well as online 

and in liturgy. Her two poetry collections 

have both been prize winners, as have doz-

ens of her single poems. Besides her writing, 

editorial and review publication credits, 

Anne offers keynotes, workshops, retreat 

programs, inspirational presentations and 

events in support of poetry, storytelling, 

community organizations and peace. 

Anne lives in Henderson, Texas with her 
husband, Mike, and she is the founder 
of InSpiritry, where she is Putting Words to 
Work for a Better World.  

Find Anne Online! 
Website: www.InSpiritry.com 
 
 

 

 is presenting: 
 Nonfiction Writing workshop 

 
When: Saturday August 6, 2016  

 

Where: Pizza Inn in Pittsburg, TX.  (Highway              

 217 just north of Pittsburg) 

 

Time: 11:30 - 12:00 - registration, eat and 

 greet.   

Workshop from 12:00 to 2:00 PM. 

 
Speaker: Sonya Roberts-Woods, Publisher of  
The Tri-County Press and La Voz. 
   

  Price:  $15.00 fee 

includes full buffet 

lunch, drinks, dessert.  

  
If you want to write 
for  newspapers, 
magazines, e-zines, 

or just blog, this seminar is for you. 
Also, NETWO is sponsoring the 2016 Nonfiction 
Writing Contest. Entries will be accepted 

from September 1st - October 31.  Complete rules will 
be on the website www.netwo.org August 1. 
 

  The workshop is a great way to prepare for the contest.  I 
hope you will be able to join us for a fun and informative day 
with Sonya.  Please let us know if you will be able to attend 
so we can plan for the size of our group.   Send an email 

to: tesbcallan@gmail.com  

or galandnuchols@gmail.com 
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Like Poetry? Want to Learn More 
About it? Then Attend the August 
Meeting and Meet Anne McCrady 

http://www.inspiritry.com/
http://www.inspiritry.com/
http://www.netwo.org/
mailto:tesbcallan@gmail.com
http://netwo.us13.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2fadb02d47257421fe1715955&id=1e841def3f&e=a3083368d8


Introducing Our September 2016 Speaker. 

Our Speaker for September will be Brinda Carey. She is the author of Don’t Cry, 
Daddy’s Here, a memoir about surviving sexual abuse. Her book has helped many 
people who have needed to open up about their own experienc-
es. She is a professional speaker for RAIN, and has spoken to 
many different groups ranging from churches to Conventions, 
regarding her testimony.  

In September she will come prepared to answer your questions 
pertaining to writing non-fiction and memoir. 

If you would like to send her questions prior to her speaking, 

send them to:   

Attn: Brinda Carey  She looks forward to hearing from you. 
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First Chapter Awards Announced 

East Texas Writers Guild First Chapter Awards: Works in Progress 

JULY 12, 2016 
CALEB PIRTLE III 

 

THE EAST TEXAS WRITERS GUILD is proud to announce the winners for Category II, works in progress, of its 

second annual First Chapter Book Awards. 

According to Roger Middleton, president of the Guild, “We received a far greater number of entries this year in 

both categories, and they came from as far away as Great Britain and Canada, as well as from noted authors 

across the United States from New York and Florida to California and Washington. Included were many authors 

who have attained bestseller status from U. S. A. Today and Amazon. According to judges, the writing, across all 

genres, was at an extremely high level with only a minimal amount of points separating the entries from top to bot-

tom.” 

Each entry was judged blindly by three different judges from a panel representing editors, authors, educators, li-

brarians, independent bookstore owners, and avid readers. 

Judges reported that the critical and overriding factor in determining the winners centered on both the hook at the 

beginning of the book and the cliffhanger at the end of the First Chapter. In most cases, the determining factor 

was:  Will the first chapter make me want to read the rest of the book when it is published? 

The first and second place winners, as well as all finalists, will receive digital badges which can be placed on the 

covers of eBooks, printed and placed on paper books, or added to Websites, blog sites, Facebook accounts, Twit-

ter accounts, or emails. Accidental Promises 

mailto:brindacarey1@gmail.com
http://venturegalleries.com/author/calebpirtle/


The badges may be used in any way the author 

chooses to showcase and promote or market his or 

her book. 

Finalists for each genre are not listed in any particular 

order. 

First Place: Romance 

Michelle Grey 

False Hope 

Kansas 

Second Place: Romance 

Sandra Clarke 

Accidental Promises 

Texas 

Finalists: Romance 

Patricia Paris 

Lucia 

Maryland 

Billy Ray Chitwood 

Cloud Dancer 

Kentucky 

Nancy Hudgins 

Maggie’s Dream 

Texas 

Gene Eric Crider 

Vicarious Relations 

Washington 

 

 

 

 

First Place Mystery/Thriller 

First Place: Mystery/Thriller 

Scott Bury 

Dead Man Lying  

Canada 

Second Place: Mystery/Thriller 

Brinda Carey 

Left Alone 

Texas 

Finalists: Mystery/Thriller 

Janis Thornton 

Dust Bunnies & Dead Bodies 

Book Two 

Indiana 

Debbie Turner 

Written in Red 

South Carolina 

Jean Lauzier 

Trail Ride 

Texas 

Denise Weeks 

The Wrong Hostage 

Texas 
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Nonfiction/Memoir 

First Place: Nonfiction/Memoir 

Sara Marie Hogg 

It Rises from the Pee Dee 

Missouri 

Second Place: Nonfiction/Memoir 

Marsha Graham 

And Then I Fell Down 

Texas 

Finalist: Nonfiction/Memoir 

Lorna Penland 

Never Say Never Again 

Texas 

 

Historical Fiction 

First Place: Historical Fiction 

Patricia La Vigne 

A Moment in Time 

Texas 

Second Place: Historical Fiction 

Christy Nicholas 

Legacy of Luck 

New York 

Finalists: Historical Fiction 

Janice Ernest 

Animals Who Served WWI as told by 

Stubby of the 102nd Infantry 

Texas 

 

Patricia Taylor Wells 

The Eyes of the Doe 

Texas 

Sidney Hastings 

Journal D/un Homme au Milieu de sa’Vie 

Mississippi 

 

Sci .Fi. and Fantasy 

First Place: Science Fiction/Fantasy 

Michael Wigington 

Sword of Vinganza 

Texas 

Second Place: Science Fiction/Fantasy 

Phyllis Zimbler Miller 

The Mother Siege 

California 

Finalists: Science Fiction/Fantasy 

Mike Clifton 

Chronicles of Meredith: 

The Conquest of the Veil 

Texas 

Douglas Derrer 

The Children’s Hour 

Texas 

Philip Levin 

Quest for the Zany Zombies 

Mississippi 

Susan A. Royal 

To the Past 
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East Texas Writers Guild 

First Chapter Winners: 

Published Books 

JULY 11, 2016 
CALEB PIRTLE III 

THE EAST TEXAS WRITERS GUILD is proud to an-

nounce the winners for Category I, published works, 

of its second annual First Chapter Book Awards. 

According to Roger Middleton, president of the Guild, 

“We received a far greater number of entries this year, 

and they came from as far away as Great Britain and 

Canada, as well as from noted authors across the 

United States from New York and Florida to California 

and Washington. Included were many authors who 

have attained bestseller status from U. S. A. Today 

and Amazon. According to judges, the writing, across 

all genres, was at an extremely high level with only a 

minimal amount of points separating the entries from 

top to bottom.” 

Each entry was judged by three different judges from 

a panel representing editors, authors, educators, li-

brarians, independent bookstore owners, and avid 

readers. 

Judges reported that the critical and overriding factor 

in determining the winners centered on both the hook 

at the beginning of the book and the cliffhanger at the 

end of the First Chapter. In most cases, the determin-

ing factor was:  Will the first chapter make me want to 

read the rest of the book? 

The first and second place winners, as well as all fi-

nalists, will all receive digital badges which can be 

placed on the covers of eBooks, printed and placed 

on paper books, or added to Websites, blog sites, Fa-

cebook accounts, Twitter accounts, or emails. The 

badges may be used in any way the author chooses  

 

 

to showcase and promote or market his or her book. 

Finalists for each genre are not listed in any particular 
order. 

First Place: Romance 

Ellie Gray 

Beauty and the Recluse 

Great Britain 

Second Place: Romance 

Fran McNabb 

Saving the Children 

Mississippi 

Finalists: Romance 

Denise Weeks 

Love is the Bridge 

Texas 

Nancy Hudgins 

Secrets of the Heart 

Texas 

Philip Levin 

The Tides of Mississippi 

Mississippi 

Jill Blake 

Sweet Indulgence 

California 
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First Place: Mystery/Thriller 

James R. Callan 

A Silver Medallion 

Texas 

Second Place: Mystery/Thriller 

Jeff Russell 

The Girl Who Watched over Dreams 

Connecticut 

Finalists: Mystery/Thriller 

Helen Hanson 

Dead Storm 

Texas 

N. M. Cedeno 

For the Children’s Sake 

Texas 

JoAnn Smith Ainsworth 

Expect Deception 

California 

David Atkinson 

Flight to Nowhere 

Great Britain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Place: Nonfiction/Memoir 

Karen Snead Partee 

Wandering in the Wilderness-A Journey of Me, My 

Son, and His ADHD. 

Texas 

Second Place: Nonfiction/Memoir 

Scott Bury 

Under the Nazi Heel 

Canada 

Finalists: Nonfiction/Memoir 

Lynn Hobbs 

Lillie: A Motherless Child 

Texas 

Sara Marie Hogg 

Quite Curious 

Missouri 
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First Place: Historical Fiction 

Christy Nicholas 

Legacy of Hunger 

New York 

Second Place: Historical Fiction 

Richard Marranca 

The New Romantics 

New Jersey 

Finalists: Historical Fiction 

Christina Carson 

Accidents of Birth 

Alabama 

Gene Shelton 

Houston Madam 

Texas 

C. Wayne Dawson 

The Darkness that Could Be Felt 

Texas 

S. Martin Shelton 

Shanghai Express 

Texas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Place: Science Fiction/Fantasy 

Phyllis Zimbler Miller 

Road to Zanzica 

California 

Second Place: Science Fiction/Fantasy 

Susan A. Royal 

Xander’s Tangled Web 

Texas 

Finalist: Science Fiction/Fantasy 

Douglas Derrer 

King Tut & The Plagues of Egypt 

Texas 
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For More Information on Winners of the First International Chapter 
Award, and to read reviews of winner’s works, go to:  

Venture Galleries 

While you are there, make sure to browse the site, and check out the 
great blogs 

 

July Meeting in Review 

The July  speaker was Brinda Carey who shared about her journey to Poland via the Sister Cities program. 
She shared pictures and stories from her journey as well as invited members of the Writers Guild to partici-
pate in a pen pal program with Poland. The eventual goal is to publish an anthology together. Below are 
some of the pictures from her presentation. 
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Helpful 

H.I.N.T.S  
By Brinda Carey 
Hot Topic 
One of the hottest topics 
of conversation about 
town is the amazing suc-
cess of the ETWG Writ-
ers Conference. In honor 
of our fantastic speakers, 
I’m sharing with you sites on topics related to their 
lessons.  

Roger Leslie spoke on developing complex charac-
ters. At the website Helping Writers become Au-
thors, one of my favorite resources, you may down-
load the free e-book, Crafting Unforgettable 
Characters. I downloaded the pdf file for myself 
without any problem. You may see a pop up asking 
for your e-mail address for updates. I don’t remem-
ber if that is a requirement to downloading the 
book; however, you could always unsubscribe 
should you not wish to receive messages in the fu-
ture. 

Sarah Cortez gave us great information about writ-
ing dialogue. I found 19 Ways to Write Better Dia-
logue which gives a comprehensive account. 
After lunch, we heard from Linda Burklin on the 
importance of building worlds for science fiction 
writing. The companionable article Fiction Writing: 
How to Create a Believable World for Your Charac-
ters will give you a little additional information and 
reinforce what you learned at conference. 

The last speaker, Sasha Summers, helped us under-
stand the importance conflict plays in a novel. How 
to Double Your Story’s Conflict in Seconds promis-
es to make this task easier. 

Inspiration 

I’m always inspired to write when I attend a confer-
ence, anxious to put all the things I’ve learned down 
on paper. If for some reason you were unable to at-
tend the conference and would like a copy of my 
notes, shoot me an e-mail. Hopefully your reason 
wasn’t because it was unaffordable; however, I 
know that even with great prices, it really adds up 
quickly if you plan to attend multiple conferences. 
This article may help you when planning attendance 
in the future.   7 Ways to Attend Writers’ Confer-
ences (or any conference) for Less 

 

News 

Writing opportunities abound and the more you 
write, the better you get. I mean, have you seen the 
ETWG Anthology, Bridges? There’s some incredi-
ble writing, and all by people just like you and I, 
right here in East Texas. 

And how about that First Chapter contest? I bet you 
know several of the winners and finalists in that 
competition.  

Be courageous and enter your submissions to an-
thologies, contests, and magazine articles. I found a 
gold mine list on the website Aerogramme Studio—
and that’s just for July and August! A Google 
search will give you even more sites and dates.  

This Needs a Story 

In the past month, we have had discussions about 
deriving a story from a photo. You’ve had the op-
portunity to practice this concept. See what you can 
come up with for this one and send your story in for 
possible publishing in next month’s TNC. 

 

 

Sayings: 

 “Writers must be fair and remember even bad guys 
(most of them, anyway) see themselves as good- 
they are the heroes of their own lives. Giving them a 
fair chance as characters can create some interesting 
shades of grey_ and shades of grey are also a part of 
life.” Stephen King 
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I would like to shine the light on Marsha Graham for 
this month’s TNC. 

Marsha, who has been a member of ETWG since the 
fall of 2015, was born in Kansas but moved often. 
She lived in North Dakota, Idaho, and Massachu-
setts. If asked, she considers herself an Alaskan, 
spending most of her adult years there. 

Her education is extensive, covering many areas. 
Marsha attended Idaho State University, transferring 
to Boise State University. She then studied at Uni-
versity of New England, Armidale, NSW  
Australia, graduating from Boise State University. 

She studied forensics at Treasure Valley Community 
College, journalism, and computers at the University 
of Alaska. 

Marsha graduated from Merrimack College, Ando-
ver, Massachusetts as Webmaster and from Massa-
chusetts School of Law, majoring in Juvenile and 
Family Law. 

She also studied in-house in Idaho for her MSW lev-
el social worker, to keep up her skills. 

When asked what makes her happiest, Marsha is 
pleased to be content. She further showed her love 
for Alaska, when she described lying in a sleeping 
bag watching the Northern lights, winter sunrise be-
hind the Chugach range in Anchorage, and sunset 
over Denali from the fourth floor of the Nobel 
Building in Fairbanks. 

Like many of us who enjoy our pets, she loves to 
roll on the floor with her wee little dog, McKinley. 
She is also a favorite traveling companion. 

Her family consists of a daughter, three grandchil-
dren, a brother, sister and of course McKinley. Other 
than WLD, McKinley, only her sister lives close by; 
and that is six months out of the year. 

Having extensive hearing loss, Marsha lists it as her 
pet peeve. She quoted Helen Keller “Blindness sepa-
rates people from things; deafness separates people 
from people.” Profound words. 

Marsha says she has too many favorite authors. She 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

chose to name only a few; Jim Butcher, Marion 
Zimmer Bradley, Charlaine Harris, Patricia Briggs, 
Orson Scott Card, J.R. Ward, Jim C. Hines, Debo-
rah, Harkness, J.R. R. Tolkien, William Shake-
speare, Isaac Asimov, Piers Anthony, and Taylor 
Caldwell. 

Marsha listed her favorite books as The Dresden 
Files, All Souls Trilogy, The Darkover Series, The 
Ender Series, and The Silmarillion. 

When asked about movies and TV, Marsha said she 
was not into movies, and did not own a TV. I envy 
her not to be addicted to that box that sits in nearly 
every room in my house. No wonder she has such an 
extensive list of favorite authors. 

I have to admit; I love her choice of music. Her fa-
vorite song, Desperado, is in my top three. Her art-
ists are the Eagles, of course, John Denver, Little 
Texas, Collin Raye, George Strait, The Doors, Beat-
les, Elton John, Meatloaf, Chicago and Linda Ron-
stadt, to name a few. 

Marsha was first published in her high school news-
paper in Idaho. She also wrote public interest col-
umns for the Caldwell News Tribune in Idaho. 

She has had numerous occupations in her lifetime. 
 She lists Mother and Grandmother first, followed by 
Social Worker, Technical Writer/Ghost Writer, 
Webmaster, and Attorney as her professions. 

She was published extensively, during her education 
and careers, including articles and contributions to 
textbooks. 

Marsha’s writing goals are to break into urban fanta-
sy and complete a family history and mem-
oir/autobiography. 

No Picture 

Available at this 

time. 
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Wanting to Learn More About Creative NonFiction? 
Check out Caleb Pirtle’s Upcoming Class at TJC West Campus. 

It is not just a lecture class. 
It is an opportunity to use your writing skills and complete something you can 

be proud of. 
Call –903-590-2900 to register 

 

Announcements 

Volunteers Needed for 2017 Conference Committee. 

Contact April Coker, Committee Chairperson 

903-882-3773  

Paula Viveiros is helping edit THE COSTA-
VASCONCELLOS FAMILY GAZETTE, a new family 

newsletter published by Leo Houy in California.  

Caleb Pirtle is headed to Kansas City to Speak at The 
Romance Writers Midwest Group this month. 



The July Nutz & Boltz meeting was a gathering at 
which each author could read one of their pieces from 

the East Texas Writers Guild Anthology,  Bridges. 

They also had the opportunity to share a short piece of 
fiction written as a challenge after the June meeting. 
More information about this and those entries are in-
cluded in the next pages of this TNC. Take time to 
read them, then get inspired by the writing prompt 
challenge located at the end of these great fiction piec-
es. 

 

 

 

 

 

Got Questions? Need 

Answers? 

Email them to  

lsgpirtle@yahoo.com 

Register Now! Caleb Pirtle is 

teaching Creative Nonfiction at 

TJC, starts Tues. August1. Call 903-

510-2900 and register today! 

Where Can I learn more  

About Grammar? 

Marketing? 

Accounting? 

Business Management? 

Travel? 

Computers? 

Research? 

Art? 

Check out the TJC West Campus. They 

offer learning and courses in all of the 

above plus more. Click below to see the 

Catalog and courses offered. 

 

 

 

 

   

July Nutz & Boltz in Review 
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Send Me Your 

Questions! 

http://www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies/info/2/catalog


Everybody Has a Story” was the topic of Linda 
Pirtle’s presentation at the June 13th meeting of the 
East Texas Writers Guild.   
 
Those in attendance were then shown a series of 
pictures and discussed how they would hook the 
reader from a particular point of view. Members 
chose a picture and wrote a beginning paragraph. 
Some volunteered to read their work. 
 
Linda issued a challenge: Try your hand at analyz-
ing one of these photographs, answer the following 
questions, then write a short story or staring para-
graph. 
 

1. Who?  - Use your imagination to give the 
character a name, physical characteristics, in-
cluding facial expressions. 
2. What? – Decide what is happening or about 
to happen to the character – Good? Bad? 
3. When? – Look at clothing, etc., and decide 
on a time period. 
4. Where? -  Make sure the reader can visual-
ize where the story occurs. 
5. Why? –  Let the reader know why the char-
acter finds himself in the story. 
6. How? -  Be clear about how the character 
responds to his surroundings. 

At the July Nutz & Boltz some mem-
bers shared their stories. Some of the 
Stories Present-
ed are shown on 
the next pages 
of this TNC. 
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July Nutz and Boltz Meeting In Review 



THE HOUSE OF 1792 (GLORY 

DAYS) by Pat LaVigne 

 I am two hundred twenty-three years, four 

months, and nineteen days old. I am privileged 

to claim such a long life. I have experienced 

history in the making. 

 I was conceived in upstate New York in 

April,1792. In a forest considered virgin, trees 

were felled and the foundation laid.  A year lat-

er, I grew to be a “diamond in the rough.”  

 I was bejeweled with polish, color, and 

rooms full of beautiful furnishings. Fields  be-

came gardens of herbs and vegetables, and flo-

ral displays of every hue peppered the grounds. 

  Vineyards and wineries developed the juice 

of the grape.  

 A nearby stable housed three horses and a 

buggy. 

 I witnessed parties for high-ranking political 

figures, out-of-town guests, and holiday cele-

brations. My walls rang, echoing laughter, sing-

ing, dancing, moments of sadness. 

  Fall foliage beautified the valleys and 

mountains. Pristine winter snows blanketed the 

grounds. Earth renewed when birds returned 

and nested in the trees. Warm summer breezes 

made life pleasant on my expansive front porch. 

A huge chestnut tree stood nearby, home to 

small wildlife. In cool weather, the owner har-

vested the chestnuts, roasting them in the kitch-

en fireplace.  

 My beauty lasted until the master took ill 

and died. Then the mistress sold two horses, 

and took leave with her family and servants.  

 

 

Slowly my timbers decayed, paint peeled, and 

windows no longer sparkled like jewels.  

 2016--a new family has arrived. Glory days 

will be restored. 

 

Echo’s of Silence by Nancy Larson 

The bloody finger prints remained on the stark 

white paint of the doorframe. Detective Amanda 

Perone pulled the crime scene tape away and cau-

tiously opened the creaking door. Nothing had 

changed since she was here a week ago. Nothing, 

except the body, had been taken to the morgue, and 

all that remained was the silhouette outline of a 

young boy. 

He had no name. 

This was not his home. 

This was where he died.  

The deteriorated mansion was a foreclosure. Vacant 

for over a year. 

Amanda took out her handkerchief and put it over 

her nose to ward off the stench that still penetrated 

odors of decaying flesh. Her Bourbon brown eyes 

began to sting, and bile rose from her stomach caus-

ing her to run to the hall bathroom and throw up. 

After gaining her composure, she turned to finish 

what she had come to do. A door slammed on the 

second floor, causing her to draw her gun and stand 

firm against the outside wall of the bathroom. Eight 

years on the police force and she still froze when 

confronted with the unknown. 

“Who’s there?” she screamed. 

Only silence answered. 

“I’m Detective Amanda Perone with the Dallas PD. 

Who are you?” 

Still, only silence echoed. 

Both hands on her gun, she slumped halfway down 

holding her Police issued Glock in front.  Using a 

slow stride she walked toward the stairs and looked 

up.  
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Echos of Silence continued 

Nothing. 

Amanda had no intention of being a hero, so she 

began backing up to the front door wanting to es-

cape. When she felt the door, she took one hand 

from her gun, moved it behind her back and 

reached for the knob. She gulped. 

 The door was locked, and the key was gone. 

Still keeping her eyes focused on the stairway, 

Amanda removed her phone from her belt and held 

it up in front of her. 

Relieved that she had two bars, she pushed speed-

dial. 

“Captain Morgan.” 

“Captain, its Amanda Perone. We have a situation.”  

 

The True Meaning of Home by 

Marvin Mayer 

In the 1930s, most young ladies were oblivious to 

the economic devastation wrought by the great de-

pression. Allison Henderson was no exception.  Her 

childhood had been one of privilege as the daughter 

of one of the south’s wealthiest financiers, but now, 

at the tender age of twenty-six, she was forced to 

face the facts of life.  

Her father, distraught over losing his wife to 

illness and his fortune to the fickle wheel-of-fortune 

known as the stock market, ended his pain with a 

single bullet to his head. It was tough enough to 

accept the loss of social position, but to lose both 

parents – one to suicide – was almost more than she 

could bear. 

 As she pushed her way through a wrought 

iron gate supported more by overgrown grass than 

hinges, she couldn’t help but wonder if she looked  

 

 

as weathered as this, her childhood home.  Slowly, 

hesitantly, she approached the steps leading to the 

front door. She knew full well the interior contained 

nothing more than spider webs, dust, and faded 

memories of happier times. What a contrast to the 

pre-depression days of lavish parties, handsome 

suitors, and flowing gowns sweeping the spotless 

floors of the Henderson mansion.  

 “I guess it’s true,” sighed Allison as she 

wiped a tear from her hazel eyes. She turned her 

back on what once was the pride of Natchez, Mis-

sissippi, and hastened back to Michael, her fiancé’s  

comforting arms. “You really can’t go home.” 

 “Home isn’t a structure,” said Michael. “It’s 

where your heart is.”  

Below is this month’s writing challenge. Look at 

this picture and write a short story about it. 

Practice makes perfect! Share it at the next Nutz 

& Boltz meeting. Who knows, it might make it 

into the September TNC. 
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A “Peace” Of One 
 

THE PEACE OF THE MORNING 

THE PEACE OF THE SUN  

THE PEACE IN KNOWING WE ARE ALL ONE 

 

WE’RE ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 

HOLD THIS TRUTH DEEP IN YOUR HEART 

YOUR LOVE FOR HUMANITY  
Shall Ne’re Depart 

 

SAUNTER THIS LOVE OUT DAILY IN YOUR LIFE 

CONTAINED IN HUMANITY  

YOU’LL BEGIN TO SEE LESS STRIFE. 

 

THE PEACE OF THE MORNING 

THE PEACE OF THE SUN  

THE PEACE IN THE SIGNIFICANCE 

 WE ARE ALL ONE!!!! 

 

Trish Hamilton is a member of the East Texas Writers Guild with a message of hope to share with anyone 
who will read or listen. Her poetry reflects and stems from spirituality, self knowing, and meditation. It was 
at many difficult times in her life that she felt the love and care of a greater power which told her to keep go-
ing on, don’t stop. 

If you should have the opportunity to meet Trish, you will find that she carries with her everywhere she goes 
care and concern for those around her. 



ETWG 2016 ANNUAL SUMMER  

CONFERENCE REPORT 

 By April Coker, Conference Chair 

The 13th annual summer conference of the East 
Texas Writers Guild, held Saturday, July 9 at Ty-
ler’s First Presbyterian Church, was a smashing 
success. With 45 registered attendees, four speak-
ers, two sponsors, and four vendors the church fel-
lowship hall was a flurry of activity.   

Our four speakers included Dr. Roger Leslie, who 
spoke on the topic of character development, Sarah 
Cortez, who spoke on dialogue, Linda Burklin, how 
to create your niche or world, and Sasha Summers, 
creating conflict.  All presenters, successful authors 
in their own right, brought valuable knowledge and 
insight appreciated by the attendees.  They also 
provided one-on-one consultations with interested 
conference participants who wanted to ask ques-
tions on a personal level.  A question/answer ses-
sion where participants fired questions at the speak-
er panel rounded out the day. 

Refreshments were provided throughout the day, 
and Jason’s Deli delivered box lunches during the 
lunch hour, which was a perfect opportunity for 
conference attendees to network and visit with each 
other.  The lunch hour also provided time for at-
tendees to browse the vendor tables where Y & R 
PR offered their services, Susan and Brinda Carey 
offered crafts and books, Nancy Hudgins offered 
books, ETWG offered our new anthology, and pre-
senters offered their books for sale.  Also set up 
was a table showing the various door prizes donat-
ed by ETWG members and supporters. 

Our “fabulous” door prizes included coupons and 
certificates for restaurants, gift baskets, zoo tickets, 
books written by ETWG members, two Kindles, an 
Android e-reader, and a Fitbit.  But the most envied 
prize was a coconut cream pie from Trish’s Diner 
in Whitehouse, of which Nancy Hudgins became 
the proud recipient.  She didn’t even offer to share! 

First Chapter Competition winners were also an-
nounced, many of them our own guild members.  
Entries came from as far away as Great Britain, 
Massachusetts, and California.  Winners from 
ETWG include Nancy Hudgins, Pat La Vigne, San-
dra Clarke, Janice Ernest, Jean Lauzier, Pat Wells, 
Gene Crider, Lorna Penland, Mike Wigington and 
Marsha Graham.  We have very talented writers in 

our midst! 

The ETWG Summer Conference can be summed 
up in the words of our founder, Catherine “Kay” 
Sellers:  “It was the best conference we’ve ever 
had!”  A huge thank you goes out to everyone who 
helped make it possible.  Now, on to the next one! 

Amazing Speakers, Wonderful Venue, lots of good 
information shared. 

Marvin Mayer, Treasurer, and April Coker, along 

with Nancy Brown (not shown) manned the regis-
tration table. 
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A great crowd. The location this year was great.  

Everyone had elbow room to spare, and all could see and  

hear the speakers without difficulty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
Sasha and Linda enjoy listening to the other speakers       

          as they waited their turn to speak. 

Roger Leslie with Sara Cortez 

Sara Cortez making a point as she indicates 
her power point presentation. 
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HOW'D WE DO? 

ETWG WORKSHOP EVALUATION SHEET SUMMARY 

SATURDAY, JULY 9, 2016 

1.  Was this conference beneficial? 

-Yes!  Very informative and concrete, useful information.  Well done! 

-Good overall. 

-First two speakers very informative--enjoyed greatly. 

-Yes.  Each was inspiring in each's own way.   

-The info was very informative and fun.  Topics were very interesting. 

-Yes.  Widely varied topics that built on one another. 

-Yes.  Great venue.  Great speakers. Best conference ever! 

-Absolutely. 

-Enjoyable, informative, and well worth the price. 

-Yes!  I was hard pressed to find one focused on content instead of pitching and marketing.  

-Yes, learned a lot of the different genres.  Love each and every speaker. 

-Very beneficial.  Friendly networking.  Did everything right. 

-I really needed the dialogue segment--learned a lot! 

-Yes, very beneficial, very glad I came.  Worth the money and the time. 

-Yes!  I learned something from every speaker--none of them were boring. 

-Yes.  I would love to see more information about story structure. 

-Yes.  Speakers 1 and 2--well done.  Setting--well done.  (Venue?)  Well organized. 

-Very much so.  Extremely organized.  Speakers were limited in presentations to allow for breaks, one-on-
ones, and interaction. 

-I could hear--which is huge for me.  The speakers were excellent and enthralling. 

-Yes--nice but not bumping into chairs, tables, and people--love the space. 

-Yes.  Great presenters. 

-Yes.  No problems except too cold in room.  I learned from each speaker. 
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2.  Were the conference speakers informative, and did you learn what you wanted to know from them? 
 Or, add other comments about their presentations. 

 
Roger Leslie:   

-Brilliant and wonderful!  Loved the organization and how specific his information was.  Very concrete and 
applicable.  Great choice. 

-Excellent presenter.  Very good information for beginners and refresher course for published writers.  

-Excellent. 

-Although speaking to room, he gave me the feel that we were speaking one-on-one. 

-Exciting, a good start to figuring out my characters better. 

-Very informative and interesting.  Wonderful topic. 

-Very organized, very correct that characters drive the plot. 

-Wonderful handout.  Easy to understand.  Creating characters ideas. 

-Excellent!  Wonderful information I can use now. 

-Excellent speaker.  Lots of good information. 

-Energetic, organized, with great examples. 

-Yes.  Fantastic. 

-Picked up lots of specific tips that will be referred to and applied.  Thanks for sharing your expertise! 

-Took lots of notes!  Enjoyed the presentation.  He covered a lot of info.  Very good. 

-Great speaker.  Valuable information on character development. 

-Great, positive personality, very informative, good handout. 

-Great info on character development. 

-Excellent--lots of useful information--well presented. 

-Excellent presentation on character dev. with detailed handout. 

-Interest(ing) integration of him into how to view character development. 

-One of the best--great speaker--kept moving along--made it interesting. 

-Very helpful--good specific info.  Best of the four, I think. 

-Helpful technical info. 
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Sarah Cortez: 

-So glad Sarah came back!  Lots of useful information.  Found her examples very helpful. 

-Very good with dialogue structure and execution. 

-Excellent. 

-Very strong presence.  Her physical body language and posturing was a strong connection with what she 
was saying. 

-Some interesting things to think about. 

-Enjoyed having her back this year.  Very good topic. 

-Great points in developing interesting dialogue. 

-Good old-fashioned writers advice. 

-Loved her presentation! 

-Always interesting.  Valuable information. 

-Funny, outlined, interactive. 

-Yes.  Great. 

-Picked up lots of specific tips that will be referred to and applied to our writing.  Thank you for sharing your 
expertise! 

-Lots of notes to refer to when writing dialogue! 

-Good info, though not much new info. 

-Always a pleasure, great speaker. 

-Helpful hints on effective dialogue to move story along. 

-Very good--well-presented--useful info. 

-Very good points.  Good emphasis on grammatical details like syntax to keep story interest. 

-This was the best part for me as I've been editing for an author and this fit the bill.  

-Last year was good--but this year was much better-- 

-Good information will be helpful on dialog(ue) and it was specific. 

-Held attention by moving around. 

 
Linda Burklin: 

-Although speculative fiction doesn't apply to me, was interesting to learn about it.  

-Informative overview of scene, structure, setting. 

Page 23 The Next Chapter 



 

Topic didn't interest me. 

-Very specific with her information, easy to follow with the handout. 

-Great information and an interesting speaker. 

-Wonderful--had never dreamed there were so many sub-genres in sci/fi. 

-Very useful!  Wasn't sure it would be--thought more for scifi but I was wrong! 

-Lots of good information--speaker a bit dry. 

-Unique topic, very informative. 

-Yes, very informative. 

-Great advice--a little out of my world--which pushes my boundaries!  Interesting tips on some good reading. 

-Very good, lots of details to refer to in editing my work. 

-Awesome information.  Very important re:writing to a specific genre.  First time I have heard this. 

-Lots of info, made me want to write scyfy.  : ) 

-Lots to think about for fleshing out a realistic society. 

-Good-- 

-Powerpoint pictures not able to be seen because room was too light.  She did offer detailed handouts.  Very 
informative, but it really didn't hold much interest for me because I'm not drawn to sci-fy writing. 

-It was almost the end of her speaking that I was able to put what she said together for writing.  

-Interesting. 

-Not my favored genre but she made it interesting.  I learned about speculative fiction which I knew nothing 
about.  Obviously, very, very prepared--a lot of work. 

 
Sasha Summers: 

-Loved her passion and enthusiasm.  Knowledgeable about her craft. 

-Good information on conflict, but talks too fast for note taking. 

-Okay. 

-Easy to follow and helpful in suggestions on how to manage time. 

-Loved the topic and the speaker was fun to listen to. 

-Enjoyed your peppy presentation--so important at that time of day. 

-Very informative. 

-Talked a little too fast but info was fantastic!  So glad I came-- 
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Talked a little too fast but info was fantastic!  So glad I came-- 

-Energetic speaker.  Good information. 

-Bubbly, funny, great presentation. 

-Yes--wonderful. 

-Interesting.  Interesting tips on some good reading. 

-Learned a lot about conflict I hadn't thought of and can use. 

-Useful info.  Sometimes hard to understand her speech. 

-Loved her sense of humor and use of examples. 

-Fun personality and energy! 

-Good-- 

-Lively presentation--maintain attention.  Used familiar stories to illustrate her points. 

-Dynamic speaker. 

-Bubbly, showed she cares about writing.  Good presentation on reader impact.  Could of listened to more. 

-Talk more slowly please. 

General comment about speakers:  All spoke on separate elements yet each were helpful in showing how these 
elements are symbiotic to the overall story line. 

 
3.  Did the conference hold your attention?  Did it need to be longer or shorter? 

-Well run, organized, and informative.  Length just right. 

-Length about right for one-day course review for veteran writers. 

-Length fine-but no longer. 

-Held my attention-yes.  Length was good for me. 

-Yes.  I'd always go for longer for more depth (or is that my writing?). 

-Not too long and the breaks were nice. 

-Good time length. 

-Yes.  About right. 

-I think it was just right. 

-A bit slow after lunch.  Hard to understand.  Suggest putting dynamic speakers after lunch. 

-It was my first and just what I was looking for! 
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t was my first and just what I was looking for! 

-Yes, it did.  Right amount of time. 

-Yes--good schedule--great food! 

-Yes!  Just right time wise. 

-Yes. Just the right length. 

-Yes.  Pretty darn perfect. 

-Yes. 

-Yes.  Good length sessions. 

-Yes.  I thought length per presentation was perfect. 

-Yes.  Good length. 

-Leave it as it is! 

-Yes--length ok, 9 - 3:00 is long enough. 

-Yes.  Good opportunities to talk with other writers. 

 
4.  Suggestions for future topics. Please number your three (3) top choices in order of preference. 
 (Listed with number of votes, not preference.) 

Character synopsis:  9 

Conflict:  5 

Manuscript Format Pacing:  9 

Screenwriting:  5 

Research:  8 

Genres:  4 

Marketing:  10 

Rights:  5 

Effective dialogue:  7 

Other: (all single entries) 

-Process of writing. 

-Motivation. 

-Self-publishing vs. other. 
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Self-publishing vs. other. 

-Poetry writing. 

-How to choose an editor and submit for publishing. 

 
5.  Comments on meeting venue - room temperature, atmosphere, space, etc. 

-Wonderful meeting space.  Easy parking--centrally located.  Little chilly--even for Texas in July.  : ) 

-A/C a bit on chilly side, space more than adequate, need slightly better sound system, longer breaks would be 
welcome--only 5 minutes per break?    (Didn’t we have 10 minute breaks?) 

-Too cold!!!  Lunch was mediocre.  Good space. 

-I'm glad I brought my sweater.  Nice goody bag. 

-Cool but I was smart to plan ahead.  Spacious. 

-Room was a bit chill but otherwise a great location with plenty of space. 

-Nice space, easy to get to/locate. 

-Wonderful setting.  Cold.  Perfect--plenty of room. 

-Great place but too much light - made seeing the screen hard.  Would be better with dark curtains behind 
speaker. 

-Great location.  Very bright in afternoon.  Hard to see screen. 

-Little cool, but better than too warm!! 

-One cool observation!  A whole room of people NOT looking at phones and other devices all day--that tells 
you everything!  Thank you for the day! 

-Very comfortable.  Plenty of room.  Temp. comfortable. 

-Comfortable, plenty of room, easy to hear speakers, liked screen although difficult to see at times, great ven-
ue--Refreshments and food--yum -- comfortable seats. 

-I enjoyed the spaciousness of the room and easy access to restrooms. 

-Location easy to locate for out-of-towners.  Room very good.  Parking convenient. 

-Little too cool.  No way to darken room for powerpoint presentation.  Very spacious facilities. 

-Brrr. . . Can we get copies of Powerpoints?  Next time -- less light during Powerpoints. 

-Everything was fine for me. 

-It was fine.  Good location. 

-Too cold.  Otherwise okay; good refreshments -- varied instead of only sugar. 
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6.  How did you learn about this conference? 

-Guild member. 

-Caleb Pirtle via email. 

-Email.  Attended 2015. 

-ETWG info included when I joined. 

-ETWG member. 

-ETWG members. 

-Member. 

-ETWG member. 

-Member. 

-Ideas and inspiration. 

-The internet. 

-Website. 

-Newspaper.  Caleb Pirtle. 

-From a friend. 

-ETWG member. 

-ETWG. 

-ETWG member. 

-Attended last year.  Correspondence and Roger Middleton. 

-From being a member of ETWG. 

-ETWG. 

-Member ETWG. 

-From Caleb's class at TJC. 

-From writing class on 7-5-16. 
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The Power of Social Media 
By Nancy Brown, Bestselling Author of the Galveston Series 

 

I’ve come a long way since I 
published my first book. Like 
many of my author friends, I 
prefer writing to promoting 
myself and my books. How-
ever, I’ve learned over the 
last few years that the two go 
hand in hand. 

Writing and promot-
ing yourself is like eating and 
sleeping at the same time. It’s 
hard to do. But to have a 
healthy body, it’s necessary 
to eat properly and get a good 
night’s sleep. Like so many 
authors, I just want to write. 

If you have ever watched the Shark Tank on 
television, the same question always comes 
up. “How many have you sold?” 

“What?” I came up with the invention. 
That’s what I’m hoping you Sharks will 
help me do.” 

The “Catch 22” is a simple equation: Create 
a great product and spend your life market-
ing it. 

If you do not follow a few basic rules that 
I’m setting out for you, the results of the 
equation will look like this: Great product 
equal zero sales. 

With the cafeteria filled with lots of deli-
cious food to select from, the cafeteria of 
social media is just as vast. So where do you 
start? 

When I first took social media seriously, I 
chose more than I could chew, spent a great 
deal of money on trial and error, and then 
weeded out what didn’t work for me. 

I’m not going to tell you in this blog which 
social media highways are the best, but I 

can assure you that you should at 
least pick two or three and become 
familiar with them. Post something 
religiously, build your following by 
engaging with others, and most im-
portantly, do it regularly. At the top 
of the heap should be your  web-site. 
Make it a good one and don’t be 
afraid to spend a few dollars. From 
there you can place links to Twitter, 
Facebook, Blogs, Google, etc.   

What? You don’t use these social 
media foodies? If you don’t, you will 
get extremely hungry and depressed 
when your books don’t sell. 

N. E. Brown is the author of the five 
book series, Galveston,1900, Indig-

nities, and Carson Chance,  P.I.  Find out 
more about her at: www.nebrown-
author.com 

: 

http://www-nebrown.com 
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-
Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_
1?tag=geolinker-20 

 

  

http://www-nebrown.com
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag=geolinker-20
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag=geolinker-20
http://www.amazon.com/N.-E.-Brown/e/B00F1YP4ZQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1?tag=geolinker-20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORswpougOvc&authuser=0


Literary Definitions of the Month 

Chicago Manual of Style—CMOS The most re-
ferred to book about writing. It contains information 
ranging from what pages are necessary to the prepara-
tion of a book and grammar rules, as well as general 
information each writer needs to refer to . 
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A POSTERIORI: In rhetoric, logic, and philosophy, a belief or proposition is said to be a posteriori if it can only be determined 
through observation (Palmer 381). In general, these are inductive arguments in which the thinker puts forth a belief or proposition 
as a universal rule she or he puts forth in response to an example seen in nature--the specific observed example comes first, and the 

logical argument follows on a universal level later. 

A PRIORI: In rhetoric, logic, and philosophy, an argument is said to be a priori if its truth can be known or inferred independently of 
any direct perception. Logic, geometry, and mathematics are usually held as such (Palmer 381). In general, these a priori arguments 
rely upon deductive reasoning--fashioning a general statement that should (in terms of logic) be true, and then applying the argument 
to a specific instance--i.e., the universal statement comes first, and then specific applications in the real world are expected to match 

it. 

ABBEY THEATRE: The center of the Irish Dramatic movment founded in 1899 by W. B. Yeats and Lady Gregory, built with the 
express purpose of presenting Irish plays performed by Irish actors. It opened in 1904 and began showing plays by almost every Irish 

playwright of renown. 

AB OVO (Latin, "from the egg"): This phrase refers to a narrative that starts at the beginning of the plot, and then moves chronolog-
ically through a sequence of events to the tale's conclusion. This pattern is the opposite of a tale that begins in medias res, one in 

which the narrative starts "in the middle of things," well into the middle of the plot, and then proceeds to explain earlier events 
through the characters' dialogue, memories, or flashbacks. Horace coins the phrase in his treatise, Ars Poeticae, a treatise not to be 

confused with the Poetics of Aristotle. Contrast with in medias res. 

ABECEDARIAN: See discussion under acrostic, below. 

ABECEDARIUS: See discussion under acrostic, below. 

ABLATIVE CASE: Click here for expanded discussion. 

ABLAUT: Jacob Grimm's term for the way in which Old English strong verbs formed their preterites by a vowel change. This is 

also called gradation. An example would be the principal parts of Old English strong verbs such as I sing, I sang, and I sung. 

ABOLITIONIST LITERATURE: Literature, poetry, pamphlets, or propaganda written in the nineteenth century for the ex-
press purpose of condemning slaveholders, encouraging the release and emancipation of slaves, or abolishing slavery altogether. This 
literature might take the form of autobiographical writings (in the case of many slave narratives) or fictional accounts such as 

Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin. Such writings rely heavily on pathos for rhetorical technique. 

ABOVE, THE: Also called "the aloft" and sometimes used interchangeably with "the Heavens," this term refers to the gallery on 
the upper level of the frons scenae. In Shakespeare's Globe Theater, this area contained the lords' rooms, but the center of this 
location was also used by the actors for short scenes. On the other hand, in most indoor theaters like the Blackfriars Theater, musi-

cians above the stage would perform in a curtained alcove here. 

ABSTRACT DICTION / ABSTRACT IMAGERY: Language that describes qualities that cannot be perceived with the five 

senses. For instance, calling something pleasant or pleasing is abstract, while calling something yellow or sour is concrete. The 
word domesticity is abstract, but the word sweat is concrete. The preference for abstract or concrete imagery varies from century to 
century. Philip Sidney praised concrete imagery in poetry in his 1595 treatise, Apologie for Poetrie. A century later, Neoclassical 
thought tended to value the generality of abstract thought. In the early 1800s, the Romantic poets like Wordsworth, Coleridge, and 
Shelley once again preferred concreteness. In the 20th century, the distinction between concrete and abstract has been a subject of 

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_I.html#in_medias_res_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_I.html#in_medias_res_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_A.html#acrostic_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_A.html#acrostic_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/declensions.html
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_G.html#gradation_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_P.html#poetry_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_P.html#propaganda_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_S.html#slave_narrative_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_P.html#pathos_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_H.html#heavens_anchor
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_F.html#frons_scenae_anchor


 

 

T. S. Eliot added to this school of thought with his theory of the "objective correlative." Contrast with concrete dic-

tion / concrete imagery. 

ABSTRACT POEM: Verse that makes little sense grammatically or syntactically but which relies on auditory patterns to create 
its meaning or poetic effects; Dame Edith Sitwell popularized the term, considering this verse form the equivalent of abstract 
painting (Deutsche 7). Sitwell's poems from her collection Façade are samples of this genre, including her poem "Hornpipe." A 

sample from this poem appears below: 

Sky rhinoceros-glum 
Watched the courses of the breakers' rocking-horses and with Glaucis 

Lady Venus on the settee of the horsehair sea! (qtd. in Deutsche 7) 

ABUSIO: A type of catachresis known as the "mixed metaphor." The term is often used in a derogatory manner. See discussion 

and examples under catachresis. 

ACATALECTIC: A "normal" line of poetry with the expected number of syllables in each line, as opposed to a catalectic line 
(which is missing an expected syllable) or a hypercatalectic line (which has one or more extra syllables than would normally be 

expected, perhaps due to anacrusis). See discussion under catalectic. 

ACATALEXIS: The use of acatalectic lines in poetry--see discussion under catalectic. 

ACCENT: (1) A recognizable manner of pronouncing words--often associated with a class, caste, ethnic group, or geographic 
region. Thus, Americans might be able to discern a Boston accent or a Texas accent by sound alone, or they might place a for-
eign speaker's origin by noting a French or Russian accent. (2) The degree of stress given to a syllable--an important component 

of meter. (3) Any diacritical mark. Click here to view diacritical marks. 

ACCENTUAL RHYTHM: See discussion under sprung rhythm. 

ACCENTUAL VERSE: A verse pattern used heavily in Russian and Czech literature. More information TBA. 

ACEPHALOUS: From Greek "headless," acephalous lines are lines in normal iambic pentameter that contain only nine syllables 
rather than the expected ten. The first syllable, which is stressed, "counts" as a full metric foot by itself. All acephalous lines by 

definition are catalectic. See foot and meter. 

ACMEISM: A 1912 Russian poetry movement reacting against the Symbolist movement (Harkins 1). Acmeists protested against 
the mystical tendencies of the Symbolists; they opposed ambiguity in poetry, calling for a return to precise, concrete imagery. 

Prominent members of the movement include Nikolay Gumilyov and Sergey Gorodetski. 

ACRONYM (From Greek acron + onyma; "tip or end of a name"): A word formed from the initial letters in a phrase. For in-
stance, many caucasians in America are called WASPs. In this acronym, the lettersW. A. S. P. stand for the first letters in the de-
scriptive phrase, "White Anglo-Saxon Protestant." Acronyms are quite common in governmental bureaucracies, in businesses, in 
political jargon, and in high-tech products. Other examples include AIDS ("Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome"), NIMBY, 

("Not In My Back Yard), and OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries). In the realm of technology, we find 
that radar comes from R.A.D.A.R. (RAdio Detection And Ranging), and laser from L.A.S.E.R. (Light Amplification 
by Stimulated Emission of Radiation). In general, acronyms first appear with periods to indicate the abbreviations, (e. g. L. A. S. E. 
R). As the term becomes more widespread, the periods vanish (e.g. LASER), and eventually the capitalization falls away as the 

word enters common usage (e.g. 

Learn More Terms at: http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_A.html 
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Dare Ya! Start yourself a Summer 
Reading Log, when each book is 
completed write a review and help 
an author. Can you read 20 books 
this Summer? 

 
THERE’S STILL 
TIME!  
HAVE YOU READ 
YOUR TWENTY 
BOOKS YET? THERE 
IS STILL TIME. READ 
A BOOK, WRITE A 
REVIEW AND HELP A 
FELLOW AUTHOR. 
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Healthy Tips for Writers by Janice Ernest 

As a writer, I can travel from my office chair to 

many other worlds and live the vicarious lives of 

my characters. It is easy to get lost in the story and 

forget that I need to move also. Writing has the ten-

dency to lead to a most sedentary lifestyle filled 

with coffee, liquor, lack of exercise, and a decrease 

in socialization. It can be the most  lonely of expe-

riences or the most exhilarating. It is up to the writ-

er to care for themselves as well as their characters. 

Below are some tips to help keep you and your 

characters in shape, your creativity flowing, and 

your social life afloat. 

Adequate Sleep—Allow yourself at least 6-8 hours 

of undisturbed sleep a night. The reason for this: 

Your brain needs to reboot itself, in order to accept 

new information or process new information it re-

ceives on a daily basis. A brain fresh and ready for 

thought is a much more efficient, contemplative 

tool for the writer to have, than a dulled, fuzzy one. 

Ways to accomplish this: 

 Sleep in a room away from technology, TV, or 

other distractions. 

 Set up an area exclusively for sleep. This will 

serve as a cue to your body when you enter this 

area of your home. 

 Take time to shower, meditate, or do some oth-

er relaxing activity prior to sleep. 

 Maintain a slightly cool temperature for sleep, 

use extra covers when needed. 

 Cue your body to a time to sleep. By setting a 

routine regarding the time your body will form 

a habit of following through with your decision. 

Adequate Exercise—Physical movement activates 

the lymph system, the cardiovascular system, the 

muscular system, and even the skeletal system, 

along with skin and internal organs. It helps move 

fluids throughout the body, helps to create the pres-

sure necessary to give food to the brain, and makes 

the heart strong to withstand stress. 

In the Morning 

Take time to awaken and 

stretch up and out with arms. 

While sitting up on the side of 

the bed, inhale deeply, then 

exhale slowly seven times. 

This will bring oxygen to the 

brain and body. Stretching the muscles awakens 

them and helps the vascular blood circulating sys-

tem to open up and prepare for the day. 

Make exercise a daily part of your routine.  

 Take breaks at the end of each hour of writing 

to get up, move about, pick up, and organize 

your environment. 
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 Change your environment altogether. Allow 

yourself to go for a walk, or go to a lake, or 

park, somewhere that will inspire your body and 

soul. 

 Give yourself the gift of a trip to the gym. Not a 

drudge trip which must be made daily, but make 

it a special gift you give yourself because you 

deserve to be the best physically and mentally 

you can be. 

 If you are stuck at your desk, practice some iso-

metric  exercises you can do right at your desk. 

Tighten and loosen your buttocks, do leg lifts, 

reach your arms up and out. Move your neck, 

look up, down, side, to side. Focus your view on 

a corner of the room. This will help to relieve 

the eyestrain that looking at a computer screen 

all day causes.  

 Sing to something on the ra-

dio, or even get up and dance 

for a few minutes. All move-

ment counts and singing ex-

ercises the brain, the vocal 

chords, and the spirit. 

 Practice some form of movement exercise. 

TaiChi is my favorite. It allows me to do slow 

and controlled movements which will assist with 

my balance and stamina. I also let myself take 

time to walk each day. I cannot go far, but I go 

as far as my body will allow. Another good 

practice is Qi Cong. It is a form of bone washing 

that is composed of tapping upon the body in 

order to stimulate lymph movement, and utilize 

various reflex points within the body to improve 

general health.  Videos of both Qi Cong and 

TaiChi can be easily found on YouTube. 

Take Time for Your Spiritual Health 

 One friend I know takes a walk every day down 

a wooded road to a special tree. On the way 

there she allows herself to take in all the scenery 

around her.  She allows her mind to wander and 

free itself  for the day that is ahead. For me, I 

like to take a trip to a lake or park and observe 

and listen to all that is going on around me. 

 Some people read an inspirational book for sev-

eral minutes, then stop and meditate on it, allow 

it to sink into their consciousness. I do this, then 

have a quiet time of contemplation. This helps 

to quiet 

my 

mind. 

 Spend 

time 

with friends. You don’t have to have 100 friends 

to be happy. Maybe one or two good friends that 

you are really close with.  Everyone’s spirit calls 

out for fellowship in one way or another. So, get 

off your computer, call up someone, meet up 

and go eat, or play together. It will make a big 

difference in your writing and in theirs. Social 

interaction is one of the most important aspects 

of learning. Allow yourself to listen and learn 

from other’s experiences. 

 Have hope. Choose Happiness, and choose life. 

Always allow yourself permission to know that 

not everything in life is fun or pleasant, but, 

know that all will pass, and that inside all of 

your difficulties, somewhere there is something 

good to be found. Don’t miss the daisy among 

the fertilizer the world flings. (con. on pg35) 
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Have Questions About 

Book Promotion, Social 
Media Assist., or            

Publishing? 

 

 

 
Eat Right for You 

 No one else can eat right 

for you. It is a gift you 

must give yourself.  

 Start slow and make bet-

ter choices. 

 One less slice of bread today, or try a less calorie 

variety. 

 Choose to eat fruit instead of cake today. 

 Try a new vegetable every week. Become as ad-

venturous with food as you are in your writing. 

Be creative. 

 Drink lots of water. Maintain your hydration. 

 Choose to eat with friends at least once every 

two weeks. 

 Enjoy the good food 

 More importantly, love well, laugh often, and 

share with one another. This is good for both 

spiritual and physical health 

It is my hope that you have found some of the above 

tips to be helpful. I am sitting here at the computer 

planning my healthful goals right now. Remember, 

you are the only one who controls your health as a 

writer or a human being.  Oh my, look at the time, 

2:50 P.M. I’ve gotta go, gotta get moving on my 

break for the next ten minutes. Bye for now! 

Cheryl Letsch 
Y&R PR, a division of Y&R Enterprises, LLC 

PO Box 2283, Lindale, TX 75771 

903.253.2623|http://www.yandrpr.com/ 

tel:903.253.2623
http://www.yandrpr.com/
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https://brazoswriters.wordpress.com/


 

 

Gulf Coast  Journal of Literature and Fine Arts 

Is taking Submissions for: 

THE 2016 GULF COAST PRIZE IN TRANSLATION 

 
 And the  

THE BARTHELME PRIZE FOR SHORT PROSE 

 

 
Founded by Philip Lopate and Donald Barthelme in 1986, Gulf Coast is a journal of literature, art, and critical 
art writing, publishing contributors who represent a flow of international cultures, voices, and aesthetics. 
Through programs and publications, and in collaboration with the University of Houston, Gulf Coast brings 
consequential art and writing to an engaged audience.. 

For rules and guidelines, go to: Gulf Coast Journal 

 

***Thank you N. E. Brown for sending this to the TNC.*** 

ACCEPTING ENTRIES UNTIL AUGUST 31ST (8/31) AT 11:59 CST 
  

ACCEPTING ENTRIES UNTIL AUGUST 31ST (8/31) AT 11:59 CST 

Contests to Enter 

Page 37 The Next Chapter 

https://gulfcoastmag.org/


 

 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2016 

 

January 2016   Already passed 

February 2016   Already passed 

March 2016    Already passed 

April 2016    Already passed 

May 2016    Already passed 

June 2016    Already passed 

July 2016    Already passed 

August 2016   Already passed 

September 2016  August 8 

October 2016   September 12 

November 2016   October 10 

December 2016   November 14 

January 2017   December 15 
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror  

 Mainstream  
 Romance  
       Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  

 Suspense 

 Westerns                 
Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

East Texas Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

 

Opinions expressed 
in The Next Chapter 
are those of the re-
spective contributors 
only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the 
views of ETWG, its 
members, officers, 
board members, or 
the editor. 

 

Published      Aspiring      

Thank you to the Above  

Sponsors for their  

support. 

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and 

deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  re-

ceived by the last Monday of the 

month prior to the month in 

which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent 

paragraphs 0.3,  

 Fonts—12 pt. Times New 

Roman 

 Photos—jpeg with caption 

instructions 

 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 

Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    
 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 
 

 

Register and Pay On Line at www.etwritersguild.org,  

 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ ______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base by:_______________________ 
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