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Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 

 President’s 

Perspective 
It's that time again.  Time to renew your ETWG 
membership to continue receiving your member 
benefits. 
 
Of course, you may attend our General membership 
meeting each month where you get to hear good 
speakers and network with other members, and you 
may participate in the discussions and ask your 
questions at our Nutz & Boltz meetings.  You are 
invited to attend and participate in the discussion at 
the Board of Directors meetings - we appreciate 
your input.  Another benefit is access to the Mem-
bers' section of our website (with contact info for all 
our members)  and to the members' Facebook page. 
 You receive notices of contests, events, and useful 
information by email.  You may join critique groups 
and sign up for mentoring.  Members may purchase 
web hosting at a discounted price for either a      
personal or business website. 
 
Each year, we hold a writer's conference with great 
presenters.  Members receive a discount on the reg-
istration fee, in addition to an early bird discount if 
you register by the deadline. 
 
One of the greatest benefits is to be able to contrib-
ute to the leadership of the Guild by becoming an 
officer, committee chairperson, or committee mem-
ber. 

 
So, be sure to renew you membership right away to 
continue receiving all your member benefits. 

Roger Middleton, Guild President 

 
 

 

 

 

2016 Schedule 

Come Join Us for These Great Speakers: 

June: TBA 

July: Brinda Carey—To Poland and Back 

Aug: TBA 

Sept: Brinda Carey—Memoir 

Oct: 

Nov: 
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Welcome to June! 

It’s Dues paying time.  

Have you gone to the website 

and paid your ETWG dues yet?  



Thank you to Linda Pirtle for 
Finding and Sharing this from:       
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mystery/tips.ht
m 
 

Writing Tips: Mystery Writing 
 
There are a lot of elements to writing a mystery. These 
tips should help you brainstorm! You’ll see I’ve in-
cluded all the steps you’ll need to create a story full of 
surprise and suspense. Read through them, and start 
making notes for your mystery. 
 
1. Every story begins with an idea. Keep your eyes, 
ears, and mind open to ideas. Ask yourself what if? 
Try looking for ideas as you read the newspaper. Did 
burglars hit three houses on one street in the middle 
of the day? How did they know no one would be 
home? What were the burglars looking for? What if 
you decided to be a detective and solved the crime? 
Use the newspaper story as a springboard and jump 
into your own idea. 
 
2. Your main character is the most important part of 
your story. The main character will determine in 
which direction the plot will grow. Is your main char-
acter a new girl at school who covers up her insecurity 

by bragging a lot? How will her personality affect 
the way the story is solved? Step inside your char-
acter’s mind. Then ask yourself, “Now what will I 
do?” 
 
3. Choose minor characters who will be in your 
story. Does your main character have a best 
friend who will help her sort out the clues? Best 
friends are good to include, because the main 
character needs someone to talk to. Are there 
people who don’t want the main character to 
solve the mystery? Who are they? 
 
4. The plot of any story is this: The main charac-
ter has a problem, and must solve it by him or 
herself. In a mystery story, the problem has to do 
with the solution of the mystery. What is the mys-
tery idea you’ve chosen? Is it a crime? Is it some-
thing scary? 
 
What should the main character discover? And 
what — or who — is going to get in the way, so 
the solution to the mystery won’t be too easy? 
 
5. Make a list of clues that you can use in your 

story. One should be the crucial clue. This crucial 
clue is one piece of important information that 
helps the main character finally solve the mys-
tery. The crucial clue might be something that 
points directly to the perpetrator of the crime. 
For example, maybe one character — Sam — 
says that he received a strange telephone call at 
eight o’clock. Later in the story, the main charac-
ter receives information about where all the sus-
pects were at eight o’clock, remembers what Sam 
had said about receiving a call at that time, and 
knows that it could not possibly have happened.  

And our detective realizes Sam is the pepetrator. 
 
6. Think about “red herrings.” Red herrings are 
bits of information that are designed to mislead 
readers by making them suspect the wrong char-
acters. Red herrings are fun to include because 
they make mysteries harder to solve. Maybe you 
want readers to suspect the main character’s little 
brother, who has a real fondness for peanut but-
ter and grape jelly sandwiches. Suppose your 
main character finds smeared jelly fingerprints in 
a suspicious place. Readers will immediately 
think of the little brother’s sandwiches — 
especially if your main character is disturbed by 
the jelly stains — and they won’t notice if you slip 
in a real clue. 
 
7. Suspense is an important ingredient in a mys-
tery story. Footsteps coming up the stairs in the 
dark, a doorknob silently turning, a suspect ar-
riving when he’s not expected, an unanswered 
question about one of the characters — there are 
many ways to make your stories suspenseful. Al-
low your characters to be scared. Your readers 
will identify with him or her, and they’ll be 
scared, too. 
 
8. The setting should fit the mood of the sto-
ry. Think about where you want your story 
to take place. Should it be at night? On a foggy 
morning? During a thunderstorm? 
 
Maybe the day is sunny and bright, but the char-
acter has to explore the dark passages of a desert-
ed building. What was that noise? Rats? Foot-
steps? Describe the dark passages. Let readers 
see the building. Write so vividly that readers feel 
they are there with your character. 
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Writing Tips: Mystery Writing 
Continued from page 3 
 
9. Look for the best place in which to begin your 
story. Mystery stories should begin with action, 
with suspense, with something interesting or ex-
citing happening. Readers should meet the main 
characters and be introduced to the mystery right 
at the beginning. 
 
10. Know how your story will end before you 
begin to write it. It’s easy to begin writing and 
surprise yourself on every page, then discover 
that in the middle of your story you’ve written 
yourself into a box. Think over various solutions 
to your character’s problem, remembering that 
she has to solve the mystery herself. She’s in 
charge. It’s her story. 
 
As you think over ideas, you’re going to discard 
some of them because you’ll see they won’t work. 
When the right solution comes along, you’ll know 
it, and you’ll be able to begin your story. 
 
It’s all right for the middle of your story to re-
main flexible. You might think of something fun-
ny or exciting or interesting for your main char-
acter to do that you hadn’t expected when you 
began writing. It’s the ending that must stay in 
place. You won’t lose your story and have to 
begin again with another idea if you know where 
your main character is going. 
 

 

Dare Ya! Start yourself a Summer 
Reading Log, when each book is 
completed write a review and help 
an author. Can you read 20 books 
this Summer? 
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The weekend of April fifteenth I attended Story Cir-
cle Network’s Stories from the Heart VIII, in Austin 
Texas, held at the Wyndham Garden Hotel. This 
was my fourth time attending. 

Stories from the Heart is a three-day nonstop morn-
ing to evening power surge of like-minded women 
sharing ideas and learning from the best. 

Story Circle Network is an organization for women 
with stories to tell. I have been a member now for 
six years. Although I have not taken full advantage 
of my membership, it is still worth it to be able to 
attend the conference every two years. I need to add 
that you do not have to be a member to attend, but 
with the conference fee, first time attendees have the 
option to become a member free for the first year. 

Not wanting to miss out on a moment of the week-
end activities, I arrived Thursday afternoon. Al-
ready, the hotel was buzzing with energy. Many of 
those from the conference committee were setting 
up for the weekend festivities. 

I had to laugh when I went to dinner the first night. I 
always eat my meals at the hotel, rather than fight 
the Austin traffic. Nearly every table was occupied 
by one person. Only attentive waiters broke the si-
lence. Many of those women later admitted they se-
cretly wanted to join others who sat alone but were 
shy to ask, myself included. By Friday evening, it 
had all changed. The once quiet dining room was 
now ablaze with conversations.   

Besides the preconference one on ones (Heart to 
Heart) sessions and two optional workshops all held 
on Friday, there are six sessions, one hour each, 
held on Saturday and Sunday. Participants have a 
choice of three instructors for each session. 

 

Woven between sessions, there are luncheons with 
fabulous speakers, a dessert social on Saturday 
evening, and book signings by the speakers and 
winners of the Sarton Award, given annually to 
women authors writing mainly about women in 
memoir, biography and fiction published in the 
United States and Canada and chosen from works 
submitted. 

After the dessert social, Saturday evening, a silent 
auction is held each year, and us women become 
competitive with many of the items. There is a lot of 
trash talk, but all in fun. I was part of one of those 
bidding wars this year and won. I now have a fabu-
lous shawl in earth tones. The weave reminds me of 
tapestries from a middle eastern market. 

Those of us who weren’t wiped out from all the dai-
ly activities attended the open mike, where at-
tendees had the opportunity to read some of their 
works. I stayed through half of it. I was lucky to 
witness one story shared by a new writer, who be-
lieves she is a better story teller. That very well may 
be. Her story of a visit to Africa, where she was a 
guest at a celebration had us all but rolling on the 
floor with laughter. She was the best of some ex-
quisite storytellers. 

We ended the weekend with a farewell luncheon. 
 Like summer camp, we all wished we could stay 
longer. As adults, we knew we had to get back to 
the real world. 

Even with the bad driving conditions, trip home 
seemed short as I went over all the events of the last 
three days. I can’t wait for year-after-next. 

Women who may be interested can find the website 
at Storycircle.org. 
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A Report About the Story Circle’s Network 
Stories From the Heart Workshop 

By Lorna Penland 



 

 

2016  

First Chapter  

Competition  

No longer       

Accepting   

Submissions 

Winners will be 

announced at 

the July 9, 2016 

Conference. Do 

Not Need To Be 

Present To Win. 

 

 

 

 

Paid Your Dues for 

2016-2017 Yet? 

Www.etwritersguild.org 
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2016 

http://etwritersguild.org/join-etwg/
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   Have you Made the News Lately? 

Send a note to the website, 
www.etwritersguild.org 

Who knows it might make the TNC. 
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Helpful 

H.I.N.T.S  
By Brinda Carey 
 As I write this article for the TNC, I re-
alize that by the time it goes to publica-
tion, I will be in Poland. I will miss you 
while I’m gone, but you will be upper-
most in my thoughts. It will be my pleas-
ure to glean all the knowledge and inspi-
ration I can to bring back and share with 
you. If you didn’t get any suggestions to 
me about being happily retired or a short 
memoir piece, then there is still time. Ida Baj, the 
hostess in Poland, and I will be putting together a 
booklet for publication and will be collecting more 
submissions through July. Thank you so much to 
those who sent something 
and for those who still wish 
to participate, email me at 
brinda.carey1@gmail.com. 

Hot topic:  Have you ever 
thought about writing ro-
mance? If so, you may find 
the following template help-
ful. 

Act One: 

1. Introduce the protagonist, who feels incom-
plete. 
2. The protagonist meets a love interest, but 
there is conflict. 
3. Characters are forced to spend time together. 
4. Characters’ goals are at cross purposes. 

Act Two: 

5. Characters are bound together in a situation 
and sexual tension occurs. 
6. Protagonist’s individual desire conflicts with 
the growing relationship. 
7. Crisis- Shift to prioritize relationship ends in 
disaster. 

Act Three: 

8. Climax- Protagonist must make personal sac-
rifice for ultimately fulfilling relationship. 

www.novel-software.com  

 

 
Inspiration: Remember that note-
book that you should carry around 
with you?  Pull it out and try the 
following: 
 
1. Eavesdrop on a public phone 
conversation and fill in the side 
you can't hear - make it super 
scrumptious! 
2. Got kids? When you take them 
to the playground, don't just sit 
back and watch, get in there with 
them! 
3. Take in a local music event and 
let the music inspire a charac-

ter/scene/snippet. 
4. Set a day aside to play with other creative pur-
suits. 
5. Dust off some old writing and put it to use. 
6. Trade the latest ten pages of your WIP with a 
writing friend. 
7. Stock up on idea snippets. 
8. Read poetry (or something else that makes your 
head spin). 
9. Make a Pinterest board about your story. 
10. (Window) shop like your character. 
Learn more here. 

 

News: Every writer must learn how to do a 
multitude of tasks to manage their writing 
career. We should read all the resources we 
can, as well as attending the writers guild, 
conferences, and workshops. I found a bril-
liant website called Blots and Plots with a 
listing of all the best books for writers. This 
is the How To list you need when you make 
time to read and study your craft. 

This needs a story: Write about your most memora-
ble holiday. What family traditions do you practice? 
Who was there? When is this holiday? How did you 
contribute? What happened? Where were you? 

 

Sayings: “I’m writing a first draft and reminding 
myself that I’m simply shoveling sand into a  box so 
that later I can build castles.” ~ Shannon Hale 

Now go write something!  
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Billie Turknett 
This month I would like to introduce Billie Turknett 
as our spotlighted member of ETWG. Billie has not 
been active the last year, because of tragedy in her 
family. She lost her youngest son, Cheyenne Lack-
ey. He was twenty-three. Needless to say, she still 
mourns him. Cheyenne left behind his wife, Dani 
and his daughter, Abbigail. 

Billie has commuted with me to ETWG meetings on 
several occasions. The long drive from Elkhart to 
Tyler gave us a chance get to know each other bet-
ter. Of all I have learned about Billie is her strong 
faith. It has helped her to get through this difficult 
time. Family has also been a comfort to Billie as 
well. 

Billie has been married to Bobby Turknett for thir-
teen years. He works in the oil fields, and she de-
scribes him as a man from another time. Billie says 
he is solid and honest, and she loves him with her 
heart and soul.   

Billie has two other sons. The oldest, Marshall Lack-
ey, is a driver in the West Texas oil fields. Her son, 
Otis Lackey, a welder in Elkhart, is married to 
Courtney. They have two little boys, Kason, and 
Tucker. They are expecting another boy, who will be 
named Walker. 

A native Texan, Billie graduated from Palestine 
High School and attended Tyler School of Business, 
TVCC, and SFA. 

Billie is a stay at home wife. Although her sons are 
grown and living elsewhere, she keeps busy with her 
grandchildren. Her past occupations include; cashier, 
electric company problems area operator, waitress, 
and bartender. 

Billie is happiest when she is reading, writing, hik-
ing, biking or camping. She and her family spend a 
lot of time together on weekend camping trips. 

 

She shared two pet peeves. I considered her first,  

 

 

cliques, to be thought-
ful, but her second 
was something that 
maybe many of us do 
not think about unless 
we have lost someone 
dear to us as she has. 
Billy strongly be-
lieves it is important 
that we should re-

member those who passed on. It concerns her when 
others choose to forget and never mention them 
again. I know from my experiences, talking about 
those you have lost, eases the pain. 

Billie has some of her poetry published in Antholo-
gy of Poetry, 1995, Washington, DC. 

Her goal is to finish writing her first book by the end 
of the year and have it published by the end of 2017 
and to keep writing poetry. I have had the opportuni-
ty to hear some of her poetry, though I am not all 
that familiar with that genre, I found it to be enter-
taining. 

I encourage everyone to think about contacting Bil-
lie, letting her know we care and hoping she will 
come back soon. 

 



On May 9, 2016, the meeting room at Coyote Sam’s 
was filled to capacity by the members of the East Tex-
as Writers Guild and their guests. There were many 
menu choices ranging from fish to fowl, and beef, to 
deer, along with salads and desserts. The restaurant 
was large with plenty of elbow room for all, but the 
acoustics were off. While people ate and conversed it 
became so loud that conversation was hard with the 
person next to you unless you raised your voice. Other 
than that, the food was great, and our speaker was bet-
ter than great. Lorri Allen immediately got the audi-
ences attention by showing us a video of a news inter-
view in which the interviewee only answered with 
such words as, “Yes, No, Uh.” She then told us that 
this is not what TV and radio hosts are looking for. 
She said to know your subject, to promote yourself 
with press releases, and personal contact with news 
media. She stressed the importance of having a ‘pitch’ 
small sixty second speech sharing who you are and 
what you are about.  

Her suggestions included: 

1. the concept that the best color to wear for a video 
is blue, solid, or a shade that works well with the 
background. You want to ‘pop’. 

2. Always thank the interviewer and send a thank 
you note after the interview. 

3. Prepare and send to the interviewer a set of ten 
prepared questions about which you are willing to 
talk. 

4. Practice your interview skills in front of a mirror 
or even record yourself. 

5. Feel confident and prepared when you appear and 
be interesting. These are the people the news will 
want to hear more from and the people interview-
ers want to interview. 

6. Expect questions to be asked that you didn’t origi-
nally send to the interviewer and take them in 
stride. 

Below, and on the next page are several pictures from 
our meeting. 

Lorri gave great infor-
mation and helpful tips 
for dressing for and 
speaking with the me-
dia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Room was Filled to Capacity and Everyone was 
Attentive to Lorri’s speech. 
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May Anniversary Banquet in Review 

Dinner at Coyote Sams  

with Lorri Allen 

 The Soundbite Coach 



Page 12 The Next Chapter 

Dinner at Coyote Sams  
Continued from page 17 

Linda Pirtle, Vice Pres-

ident presided over 

the Banquet and 

Business Meeting 

following it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone was 

attentive as an-
nouncements 

were made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brinda Carey an-
nounced she will 

be leaving for 
Poland on May 

19, 2016. She 

asked ETWG 

members to sub-

mit an essay to 
her that she could 

take and share 

with the people of Poland. 

 

 

 

 

 

Johanna Kralich announced 
that her new book is finished 

and she showed the galley 
proof to all at the meeting 

last night. Check out the cov-

er—-she designed it herself 

and it is one of her paintings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The beautiful 

Catherine Sellers, 

Founder of the 

Guild. Thanks K 

for believing in 
and seeking to 

inspire, educate 

and share writing 
with others. Love, 

all of us at the 

Guild. 



Got Questions? Need 

Answers? 

Email them to  

lsgpirtle@yahoo.com 
And Help Us Plan the 

Next Nutz and Boltz 

with Answers to Your 

Questions 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Where Can I learn more  

About Grammar? 

Marketing? 

Accounting? 

Business Management? 

Travel? 

Computers? 

Research? 

Art? 

Check out the TJC West Campus. They 
offer learning and courses in all of the 

above plus more. Click below to see the 

Catalog and courses offered. 

 

May Nutz & Boltz in Review 
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So, What did You Miss at May Nutz & Boltz ? 

The 7 Words and Phrases NOT to Use 
 
Without further delay, here are the seven words and phrases to avoid if you want to become a better writer. 
1. “One of” 
Good writers take a stand. 
It is either the most important or not. It’s either the best or not. Avoid saying “one of the most important,” 
“one of the best.” 
Example: One of the most important writing rules is to be specific. 
Instead: The most important writing rule is to be specific. 
 
2. “Some” 
Here is the definition of the word “some: 

1. An unspecified amount or number of the use of this word. 
Used to refer to someone or something that is unknown or unspecified. 
By definition, the word “some” is vague, and as you know, vague writing is bad writing. 
If you want to become a better writer, avoid “some” and all of its relatives: 

 sometimes 
 something 
 someone 
 somewhere 
 somewhat 
 somebody 
Somehow 

 
3. “Thing” 
We use the word “thing” constantly. Even as I was writing this article, I had to fight to avoid using it. 
However, the word “thing” is a shortcut and a sign of vague, watered-down writing. If you see it in your writ-
ing, think hard about what you’re really trying to say.\ 
 
4. “To Be” verbs, Especially Before Verbs Ending With -Ing 
“To be” is the most frequently used verb in the English language. Its conjugations include: 

 am 

 are 

 is 

 was 

 were 

 being 
Been 
 
Because “To Be” verbs are so common, we easily overuse them, especially with progressive verbs, verbs 
that end in -ing. 
 
Example: “Spot was running through the woods.” 
Instead: “Spot ran through the woods.” 
 
“Spot was running” is a good example of a verb weakened by “to be.” 
“Spot ran” on the other hand, is a much stronger example. 
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So, What did You Miss at May Nutz & Boltz ? 

 
5. “Very” 
 
Why cut the word “very”? I’m going to leave this one to the pros: 
“Substitute ‘damn’ every time you’re inclined to write ‘very,’” said Mark Twain. “Your editor will delete it 
and the writing will be just as it should be.” 
“So avoid using the word ‘very’ because it’s lazy. A man is not very tired, he is exhausted. Don’t use very 
sad, use morose. Language was invented for one reason, boys—to woo women—and, in that endeavor, lazi-
ness will not do. It also won’t do in your essays.” —N.H. Kleinbaum, Dead Poets Society 
“‘Very’ is the most useless word in the English language and can always come out. More than useless, it is 
treacherous because it invariably weakens what it is intended to strengthen.” —Florence King 
 
6. Adverbs (words that end with “-ly”) 
Adverbs—like loudly, painfully, beautifully—are well-meaning words that do nothing for the reading experi-
ence. 
Good writing is specific. Good writing paints pictures in readers’ minds. But which sentence paints a better 
picture in your mind? 
 
Sentence 1: “She laughed loudly.” 
Sentence 2: “Her loud laugh seemed to reverberate through the party like a gong. Heads turned to see where 
the ruckus came from.” 
 
Adverbs do lend verbs a glimmer of meaning, but it’s the difference between gold-plated and solid gold. Go 
for the real thing. Avoid adverbs. 
 
7. Leading words: So, mostly, most times, in order to, often, oftentimes 
Most times—often even—you don’t need leading words. Cut them to sharpen your writing. 
I’ve even read an argument that beginning your sentence with the word “so” can sound condescending. What 
do you think? 
 

Writing This Way Isn’t Easy 
 
It takes time. You have to think through each sentence, each word. You have to cut and rewrite and rewrite 
again. 
 
You have to think. 
 
This, of course, is how you become a better writer. You labor over words. You build up meaning one sen-
tence at a time. And eventually you become so fast and competent that it’s easy, simple to write this way. 
Just kidding. It’s never easy. It’s worth it, though. 
 
Do you try to avoid any or all of these words in your writing? Let us know in the comments section. 

http://thewritepractice.com/better-writer-now/#comments
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Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2016 

 

January 2016   Already past 

February 2016   Already past 

March 2016    Already past 

April 2016    Already past 

May 2016    Already past 

June 2016    Already past 

July 2016    June 13 

August 2016   July 11 

September 2016  August 8 

October 2016   September 12 

November 2016   October 10 

December 2016   November 14 

January 2017   December 15 

East Texas Writers Guild Conference 

July 9, 2016 “Building Blocks For Writers” 

Have you Registered Yet? Seats are Going Fast! 

   www.etwritersguild.org  
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror  

 Mainstream  
 Romance  
       Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  

 Suspense 

 Westerns                  
Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

East Texas Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

 

Opinions expressed 
in The Next Chapter 
are those of the re-
spective contributors 
only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the 
views of ETWG, its 
members, officers, 
board members, or 
the editor. 

 

Published      Aspiring      

Thank you to the Above  

Sponsors for their  

support. 

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and 

deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  re-

ceived by the last Monday of the 
month prior to the month in 

which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent 

paragraphs 0.3,  
 Fonts—12 pt. Times New 

Roman 
 Photos—jpeg with caption 

instructions 
 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 

Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    
 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 
 

 

Register and Pay On Line at www.etwritersguild.org,  

 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ ______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base by:_______________________ 
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