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Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 

 President’s 

Perspective 

Last year’s Summer Workshop was sold-out by 

the end of Early Registration.  Our seating capacity 

was limited to 45 attendees.  That meant several 
members and others who wanted to were not able 

to attend.  That was a good problem for the organ-

ization but a bad problem for those people.  There-
fore, this year we have secured a much larger ven-

ue which will hold up to 200 attendees.  It will also 

provide room for vendors and one-on-one meet-

ings with our presenters.  We are hoping for our 
biggest and best Conference ever.  To meet our 

goals, we need YOUR help. 

We need you to help market the Conference to 
everyone you can.  Please talk about it on your so-

cial media, at other events you attend, and to other 
writers you know.  You can even mention it in 

business and social settings among others who may 

not be writers – you never know, and never know 
who they know.  We also need your help soliciting 

vendors and sponsors.  We will have forms availa-
ble for the specifics.   We need your help in distrib-

uting posters to be displayed by local libraries, busi-

nesses, and other sites. 

Of course, you will want to have plenty of goodies 

in our conference bags and for drawings, so help us 

collect items from places where you do business or 

shop.  If you can think of a good place to solicit but 
are not comfortable doing so, please contact me at:  

etexwa@netzero.com or 903-534-0655. 

Let’s get out like an army of ants to get the 

word out.  Don’t forget to register early for the 

Early Bird Discount and sign up for the One-on-

ones! 

Roger Middleton, Guild President 
 

2016 Schedule 

Come Join Us for These Great Speakers: 

May: Lorri Allen—Anniversary Banquet, speaking on Presentation Skills 

June: Dave Berry—TBA 

July: TBA 

Aug: TBA 

Sept: Brinda Carey—Memoir 
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Welcome to May! 

Have you paid your ETWG dues yet?  

In the pages check out our upcoming speaker, 

along with the invitation to our 12th annual ban-

quet.  Brinda Carey, Nikki Brown, and Pat 

LaVigne share helpful hints to improve your writ-

ing. Links in this issue may be clicked on to take 

you to our Conference registration and to the 

rules for the 2016 International First Chapter 

Contest. 

 So many wonderful things to share and so little 

space. 

Hope to see you next time in the pages! 

Janice Ernest, TNC Editor 

mailto:etexwa@netzero.com


 

The Writer’s Life 
 

Be Good to Yourself, Be 
Good to your Writing 

By Nikki Brown, ACC 

 

So often, we think that improving our 
writing means doing things like learn-
ing rules for  grammar and punctua-
tion, understanding the proper way to 
write dialog,  or creating intriguing 
plots and characters. It seems like 
there’s always a new technique to 
learn or skill to master to make our 
writing stand out. These things are important of 
course, but what if I told you there are some simple 
ways to improve your writing that you may be ig-
noring altogether? The good news is you already 
know how to do them - no new learning required. 
 

Do you ever notice any of these problems creeping 
into your writing? 

 You can never seem to find the time to write on 
a consistent basis. 
 
 When you do finally sit down to write, you have 
a difficult time coming up with ideas or getting the 
words to flow. 
 
 You get bored with your projects or lose interest 
before they are finished. 
 
 You get discouraged because your work isn’t 
progressing like you think it should. 
 
If any of this sounds familiar, you might want to try 
improving your writing by taking better care of 
yourself.   Consider making some changes in one or 
more of the following areas and see what happens. 
 

Make an appointment with yourself. 
When you schedule an appointment with your  
 

 
 
doctor, accountant or hair 
dresser, I’ll bet you keep it. 
Yet, so often, we postpone the 
time we have set aside for 
ourselves, or we just try to 
squeeze writing time in when-
ever. Give yourself permission 
to schedule regular time for 
your writing and treat that as 
seriously as you would any 
other appointment. Put it on 
your calendar. 
 

Sleep your way to better 
writing. 

If you don’t get adequate sleep, your brain is simply 
not able to be as agile and creative as it could be. In 
fact, studies have shown that some of the best peri-
ods of creativity come right after a good period of 
REM sleep. This typically happens just before peo-
ple wake up in the morning, so, writing or at least 
capturing any creative ideas you have immediately 
after waking up  in the morning might give you 
some fabulous new material to work with. 
 

Move more, write better. 
I’m sure you’ve heard the admonition to “just sit 
down and write”, but I’d like to suggest you step 
away from your chair more often. Movement is es-
sential to good circulation, and getting more oxygen 
to our brain can certainly help with our ability to 
focus and problem solve. Also, increased blood flow 
throughout our body and movement of our muscles 
just makes us feel better overall. On top of that, ex-
ercise doesn’t have to mean less time for writing. 
Grab a digital recorder or smart phone and dictate 
your ideas as you walk your dog or jog around the 
block. You might be surprised at just how produc-
tive your exercise time can be. 
 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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No Writer is an Island 

By Pat LaVigne 
 
John Dunne, English poet, wrote “No Man is an 
Island.” I would like to take poetic license and 
change his title to “No Writer is an Island.” 

We often hear that a writer leads a lonely life. 
That may be true when the author sits at the 
computer thinking, typing, backtracking to 
change something, or working to get just the 
right word in the right place. Now if that writer 
is so enchanted with his/her writing that it seems 
already publishable, we may continue with the 
premise that a writer leads a lonely life. 
From the beginning, I realized that that state-
ment is anything but true. 
A writer needs someone to rely on to copyedit 
the manuscript. So there is at least one other per-
son in the writer’s life. A critique group is a val-
uable source of help. Every author needs such a 
group 

A group of four or five honest people who mesh 
in their opinions and knowledge of what im-
provements need to be made, expressions en-
hanced, settings and plot, correct grammar and 
interesting vocabulary can be a writer’s best re-
source. It doesn’t mean the author accepts every 
suggestion, but wisely thinks about the group’s 
ideas, and incorporates as he/she wishes. 
After numerous revisions, the writer brings the 
manuscript to the editor—another friend to 
move the story along. Working with a profes-
sional editor can be enlightening, comforting, 
and  sometimes challenging. I recall in my book, 
Wind-Free, I had someone start his comment 
with “Well.” Not so, said my editor. This is in-
correct. I responded with, “But I know people, 
myself included, who talk like this.” She let me 
keep it. Had she insisted I change it, I probably 
would have because she had more knowledge 
than I about such things. She also questioned my 
description of a certain restaurant that my char-
acters went to for lunch. When I told her that the 
description was real because I had gone there 
myself, she approved it. Sometimes the writer 
 has to convince the editor that what was written 
should stay. After all, it’s the writer’s voice, not 
the editor’s. 
When the book is published, marketing becomes 
the keynote principle in the writer’s life.  
Now the writer understands why he/she is not an 

island. Network--beginning with a 
small group, usually family, is 
most important. Word-of-mouth 
advertising is quite effective, espe-
cially if it includes speaking en-
gagements to any group showing 
an interest in hearing what the au-
thor has to say. 
Other ways one can connect with 

other groups include social media (but be care-
ful using this one), readings at the library or 
bookstore, offering to review another author’s 
work in exchange for that person reviewing 
yours, being a guest on television or other me-
dia, such as podcasting. Try promoting your 
work at a book club. 
Writers don’t have to be alone. Connecting with 
others makes it easy to have a treasure trove of 
help at their beck and call. 

 

The Writer’s Life 
Be Good to Yourself, Be Good to your Writing 

Continued from page 3 
Surround yourself with encouragers. 
Writing can be very isolating. Even if you are an intro-
vert, it is still important to have human contact from 
time to time. Also, be assured that there will be plen-
ty of people trying to discourage you or taking pot 
shots at your writing. This is just part of the process 
of putting your ideas out into the world. Don’t let it 
stop you. Mean-spirited comments have absolutely 
nothing to do with the quality of your work. This is 
why you need to have a circle of encouraging people 
that you trust and can turn to for honest yet sup-
portive feedback. Many people find this kind of en-
couragement from a critique group, writing buddy, or 
a personal coach. Friends and family will love you, 
but if they aren’t writers themselves, they may not 
understand how to support you. 
 

These suggestions are just the beginning. What other 
ways can you think of to improve your writing by tak-
ing better care of yourself? I would love to know your 
thoughts or hear how any changes you decide to 
 make influence your writing. Please email me at 
coachnikkib@gmail.com or visit my blog at coach-
nikkib.com/blog and leave a comment on this post 
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Chris Neeld accepts 

Plaque Commemorat-

ing Her Husband, 

Hugh Neeld. 

 

Monday night, April 11, 2016 —Pat LaVigne,  

Correspondence Secretary of the East Texas Writ-

ers Guild had the honor of presenting Mrs. Chris 

Neeld, wife of the late Hugh Neeld,  a plaque in 

honor of Mr. Neeld’s contributions over the years 

to the East Texas Writers Guild. He shared not on-

ly his sense of humor and encouragement with oth-

ers, but he  was  a longtime columnist for The Next 

Chapter  newsletter.  
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2016  

First Chapter  

Competition  

Accepting 

Submissions Now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Rules and Guidelines 

go to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Yourself A Writers Vacation! 

Pay Your ETWG Dues Today. 

You Don’t Want to Miss Out . 

Worth the Investment! 

Pay at  

http://etwritersguild.org/join-etwg/ 
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2016 

http://etwritersguild.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/03/FirstChapterRules-1.pdf 

http://etwritersguild.org/join-etwg/
http://etwritersguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/FirstChapterRules-1.pdf
http://etwritersguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/FirstChapterRules-1.pdf


 

 

Introducing May’s 2016  

Speaker Lorri Allen 
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Our Speaker for May will be Lorri Allen. 
Her subject will be: Get Reporters to 
Eat Out of Your Hand, Not Bite it. 

 
Questions Writers Get 
By Lorri Allen, the Soundbite Coach 
 

One of the most frequent questions I 
hear from authors is about the questions 
they are likely to get when they’re being 
interviewed. Typically, the writer is con-
cerned about being prepared. But even 
seasoned newsmakers admit to anxiety about 
interviews. 
 

I often hear: “What if the reporter asks a mean 
question or one to which I have no answer?” 
 

First, in non-crisis or non-investigative situa-
tions, realize that you are the expert! You 
know much more about your book than the 
reporter knows. Most hosts haven’t read your 
book anyway. And the ones who have are 
likely to give all the secrets away. So, relax. If 
you’re anxious about the interview, the report-
er could take that as a signal that you have 
something to hide and will probe. 
 

Second, offer a list of suggested questions 
ahead of time. Some reporters pride them-
selves on not using these, but many appreci-
ate the help. 
 

Third, know that reporters have so many 
deadlines to meet that they’re going to ask 

you obvious questions right off the top of their 
heads. For instance, an author can usually 
count on these: 

 

1. Why did you write the book? 

2. How did you come up with the 
idea for the book? 

3. What will readers take away 
from the book? 

4. What was the most challenging 
part for you? 

5. What are you working on next? 
 

Come up with 10-second and one-
minute answers for each of these and practice 
delivering the answers out loud. Record your 
answers on your smart phone and listen to 
how you sound. 
 

Then you’ll be ready to meet the news media! 
 

 

 

Lorri Allen has been interviewing authors for 
most of her 30-year career as a reporter and 
talk show host. She was also the media coach 
for a small publisher now out of business – 
she promises that was not her fault. Get tips 
from her on Twitter by following 
@SoundbiteCoach and sign up for her news-
letter by sending an email to Lor-
ri@SoundbiteCoach.com.  



Helpful 

H.I.N.T.S  
By Brinda Carey 
 Is there a specific topic you’d like for 
me to cover in the future? I encourage 
you to let me know. If it isn’t something 
I can cover sufficiently, then I will pass 
the subject along to Linda Pirtle for dis-
cussion at a Nutz and Boltz meeting. 
These meetings are wonderful for getting 
answers to all your writing questions. 
They are held the third Monday night of 
each month at TJC West campus. Now here’s your 
Helpful H.I.N.T.S for May. 

Hot topic:   

Ten Novel Writing Tips 

1. Fit a Genre 
2. Think Big 
3. Love Your Lead 
4. Hate Your Villain 
5. Hit Your Target 
6. Complicate with 
Subplots 
7. Surprise the Reader 
(at least three times) 
8. Save the Best (resolve main threads last) 
9. Stay in Viewpoint 
10. Focus on Action (use action verbs and propel 
the story along) 

Inspiration: Mark Twain and Truman Capote both 
found inspiration while lying in bed. The plan is to 
write 50 words. I know this sounds strange, but 
blogger Mandy Wallace addresses four reasons why 
this works. First of all, reclining tells your body it’s 
time to relax. Plus, I know that I come up with some 
of my best ideas right before I fall asleep. Second, 
it’s a simple goal to lie down and write 50 words. No 
pressure and you get started writing something. 
Third, it keeps you focused on an accomplishable  

 

mini-goal. Your fifty words could be ten short, 
meaningful phrases consisting of five words. Fourth, 
Lying down slows the process and gives you time to 
think. Go lie down in your cozy bed and write 50 
words. 

 

News: As I contemplated what 
news to share with you this 
month, I realized that Pinterest 
and Google searches weren’t nec-
essary. Through the guild meet-
ings, its members, and the TNC, 
you have a plethora of information 
to assist you in your writing jour-
ney; news about upcoming local 
writing conferences through NET-
WO  and our own conference in 
July.  That’s enough to review for 
this month. 

 

 

This needs a story: YOU are 
the story. Please read the article 
I’m Going to Poland in this is-
sue of the TNC. Please consid-
er writing a memoir piece for 
me to take to Poland!         
Brinda.carey1@gmail.com 

 

 

Sayings: We should write because writing brings 
clarity and passion to the act of living. Writing is 
sensual, experimental, grounding. We should write 
because writing is good for the soul. We should 
write because writing yields us a body of work, a felt 
path through the world we live in. ~ Julia Cameron 

Now go write something!  
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http://etwritersguild.org/
http://etwritersguild.org/
http://etwritersguild.org/news/
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http://www.netwo.org/
http://etwritersguild.org/workshop/2016-writers-conference/
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Yvonne Smith-Dorsey By Lorna Penland 

It is my pleasure to introduce Yvonne Smith-Dorsey 
as our spotlighted member for May. 

Yvonne joined our organization April of last year. 
Sadly, due to medical issues, she has not been able 
to attend any meetings for a while. Despite her ail-
ments, she has a sense of humor. She says she is 
learning The Art of Getting Your Life Back on Track 
as her latest hobby. She lists the rules for this activi-
ty as follows; following EVERYONE’S instruction, 
take medication, and doing exercises that half kill 
her. 

In conversations with Yvonne and the information 
she shared for this biography, I am sure it is her 
faith that keeps her strong. She is happiest when 
she is praying and/or singing praise to Jesus. 

Yvonne’s occupation also leads me to believe in her 
strong faith; she is a Substance Abuse Counselor. 

Yvonne attended Grayson County College in Den-
ison, Texas, where she earned her Associate degree 
in Applied Science. While attending Grayson, she 
was a member of Phi Theta Kappa and held the 
office of President of the organization. She received 
her Bachelor in Biblical Studies at Faith Bible College 
in Bossier City, Louisiana. 

Like me, Yvonne is a California transplant. She and 
her family moved here in 1982. 

Yvonne has two married sons; the oldest has four 
sons, the youngest has a son and daughter. 

 

James Patterson, Edna St. Vincent Millay, and Carl 
Sandberg are some of Yvonne’s favorite authors. 
She never tires of reading the Bible. 

Another hint of Yvonne’s sense of humor was her 

choice of favorite 
movies. Blazing Sad-
dles and anything 
with the partnership 
of Gene Wilder and 
Richard Pryor. She 
also listed Remember 
the Titians, An Affair 
to Remember, The 
Blind Side, Radio, The 

Defiant Ones, and Invictus; The family Who Preys. 

Yvonne enjoys listening to contemporary Christian 
Music, Jazz, and Classical. 

I love that Yvonne does not have cable or satellite 
TV. We could all enjoy that freedom. When she 
does watch TV, she enjoys documentaries. Once in 
a while, she selects from Netflix. 

Yvonne used to play tennis and basketball, before 
her health issues. She plans, to once again, shoot 
hoops with her grandsons when her health im-
proves. She enjoys going to local high school foot-
ball games, and track and field events. 

Procrastination is Yvonne’s pet peeve. I am pretty 
strong about that myself. Unfortunately, I am more 
the problem than the solution. 

Yvonne does not call herself a writer, but I beg to 
differ with her. She writes poetry and short stories. 
As of yet, Yvonne is not published, but she hopes 
soon to be. She is working on a book titled, Little Bit 
of This, A little Bit of That and A Lot of Love. 

I am quoting Yvonne about her goals, “I want to im-
pact our society with works that are well written, 
simple and enjoyable, leaving the reader with 
something that informs or encourages him/her in 
life. I want my works to be attractive to people in all 
walks of life and age groups.” 

I am glad I chose to shine the spotlight on Yvonne. 
She is truly inspirational. 

Hopefully, she will get back to the meetings, so we 
can all get to know her better. 



 

   I’m Going to Poland! 

Many of you may remember Mickey Slimp coming to a recent ETWG 
general meeting and sharing information about the Northeast Texas Con-
sortium of Colleges and Universities http://www.netnet.org/ 

and the Sister Cities Program http://www.sister-cities.org/. They were ac-
cepting applicants for a project working with senior citizens on memoir 
writing in Tyler’s sister city, Jelenia Gora, Poland 
http://www.mapsofworld.com/poland/ and http://bit.ly/23zPcfj. I am ex-
tremely excited to share with you that I have been selected to go! 

The plan is to build a relationship between the two cities that will open up more opportunities in the future. 
This connection will hopefully lead to more members of the guild spending time in Jelenia Gora.  I’ll have the 
privilege of staying with a local college professor who also works with seniors writing memoir and will offer 
to host a writer to come and visit here. 

I plan to complete the assignments for this project in a manner that will reflect well on our guild. To do this, I 
am asking for your help. One of the tasks is to bring profiles of writers who are age fifty or older and samples 
of their memoir writing. I will not have enough submissions through the writing workshop I present at TASCA 
in Whitehouse on Mondays from 1-3 pm. Therefore, I hope you will take time to send me a story! The group 
there will be sending back stories of their own to share with us. You could even end up with a Polish pen pal. 

I will let you know the dates for this trip as soon as we determine the details. Join me in making this an experi-
ence that will benefit the Sister Cities program, the citizens of Jelenia Gora, and the ETWG. 
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You and Your Family are Invited to Join the Members of the East Texas Writ-

ers Guild as we celebrate 13 Years of Supporting, Inspiring, and Educating 

Writers to be the best they can be. 

The banquet will be held at:  Coyote Sam’s Bar & Grille  

     5424 Old Jacksonville Hwy. 

     Phone: 903-509-4222 

The following pages contain the menu items offered at Coyote Sam’s Bar & Grille. 

Start Saving Your Pennies Now! 

Have Your Order Ready When You Arrive. 

If You Have Further Questions about Food or Service Call the Phone Number Above. 

Our Guest Speaker will be: Lorri Allen. Her topic will be: “Get Reporters to Eat 
Out of Your Hand, Not Bite It.” 

You Definitely Don’t Want to Miss This Speaker! 
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Coyote Sam’s Menu so You Can Plan Ahead. Your Order will be Taken as 
You Arrive, so that the waiters won’t be disturbing our Group’s  

Anniversary Party while Our Speaker is Speaking. 
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April’s meeting was well attended  with the introduc-
tion of some visitors and Paula Russell, new member. 

Roger Middleton, President announced that there 
would be one-on-one sessions available with the 
speakers at the Conference. He stated that there would  
be more information to come in the near future. 

The speaker was motivational speaker, ,J. Loren Nor-
ris . He was personable, and professional, and spoke 
on branding and targeting your audience. He covered 
the A-Z of branding, and color, logos, etc.  

Then he spoke of slogans, logos, and colors; he em-
phasized  how these things represent themselves to 
people. 

Even the rain couldn’t keep the crowds away.. During 
the meeting Tornado Warnings were going on in our 
area along with Severe Thunderstorms. If you want to 
know how really interesting he was, not one soul left 
during the warnings. 
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April Meeting in Review 



April 18, 2016. The room in which we meet at TJC’s 
West Campus no longer feels cavernous as last night’s 
crowd was at least twenty three strong including visi-
tors and members. 

We started the night out with announcements of up-
coming events: 

The May meeting will be May 9, 2016 at Coyote 
Sam’s. Come prepared for great food, and a great 
speaker, Lorri Allen. She will be speaking on “How to 
get reporters and others to eat out of your hand, not 
bite it.” 

The East Texas Writer’s Guild’s Conference is in only 
three months. Now is the time to register your place. 

Member Brinda Carey, has been selected for a sister 
cities project in which she will be traveling to Poland 
for two weeks. She announced that she would love to 
have several authors to submit short memoir pieces 
which she can exchange with the Polish writers she 
will be meeting. 

The First Chapter Writing Contest is open for submis-
sions and the Rules, etc. are on the website under 
2016 Workshop page. A sheet with rules, etc. was 
passed around for all to see. 

Brinda Carey had sent in a question about the use of 
commas in sentences. Linda Pirtle handed out infor-
mation on comma use and a discussion ensued. After-
ward the floor was open to any other questions about 
writing. 

Other items discussed were POV (Point of View),  
Facebook, Twitter, and other marketing methods.  

 

 

 

Where Can I learn more  

About Grammar? 

Marketing? 

Accounting? 

Business Management? 

Travel? 

Computers? 

Research? 

Art? 

Check out the TJC West Campus. They 
offer learning and courses in all of the 

above plus more. Click below to see the 

Catalog and courses offered. 

April Nutz & Boltz in Review 
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http://www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies/info/2/catalog


 

 

Submission Deadlines for the TNC in 2016 

 

January 2016   Already past 

February 2016   Already past 

March 2016    Already past 

April 2016    Already past 

May 2016    Already past 

June 2016    May 9 

July 2016    June 13 

August 2016   July 11 

September 2016  August 8 

October 2016   September 12 

November 2016   October 10 

December 2016   November 14 

January 2017   December 15 

East Texas Writers Guild Conference 

July 9, 2016 “Building Blocks For Writers” 

Have you Registered Yet? Seats are Going Fast! 

   www.etwritersguild.org  
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Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror  

 Mainstream  
 Romance  
       Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  

 Suspense 

 Westerns                  
Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

East Texas Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

 

Opinions expressed 
in The Next Chapter 
are those of the re-
spective contributors 
only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the 
views of ETWG, its 
members, officers, 
board members, or 
the editor. 

 

Published      Aspiring      

Thank you to the Above  

Sponsors for their  

support. 

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and 

deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  re-

ceived by the last Monday of the 
month prior to the month in 

which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent 

paragraphs 0.3,  
 Fonts—12 pt. Times New 

Roman 
 Photos—jpeg with caption 

instructions 
 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 

Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    
 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 
 

 

Register and Pay On Line at www.etwritersguild.org,  

 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ ______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base by:_______________________ 
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