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 P r e s i d e n t ’s 

Perspective 

 

This month, I want to ask you to prepare for our No-
vember election of officers for the Guild.   Near the 
end of November each year, we hold officer elec-
tions with the winners being announced at the De-
cember general meeting to take over the offices in 
January.  I will ask for volunteers and nominations 
at the October general meeting.  I would like to en-
courage you to consider running for a position on 
our Board of Directors.  You will receive help and 
support of past and present officers.  We have five 
positions, and all are open for election: 

1. The President shall serve as the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the organization and shall serve as 
spokesperson with direction of the membership; 
call and preside over all meetings of the general 
membership and of the Board of Directors; serve as 
ex-officio member of all committees; execute or-
ganizational business as specified by the member-
ship and by established policy; and coordinate all 
activities. In the event of a tie vote by the Board or 
by the membership, the President shall cast the 
deciding vote. 

2. The Vice President shall assume the presiden-
cy in the event the President is absent, incapacitat-
ed, or if the presidency is vacated for any reason 
whatsoever; name the committees and appoint 
such committee chairpersons as are stated in Arti-
cle VII of the bylaws; serve as Programs Chairman 
in arranging speakers for the monthly meetings; 

and serve as ex-officio member of all committees. 

3. The Recording Secretary shall be responsible 
for the recording and preserving of the minutes of 
all business meetings in an accurate and clear 
manner; and present minutes of previous meetings 
for corrections and approval by the membership 
present at the current meeting before said minutes 
are recorded in the legal records of the organiza-
tion. Notes taken at the general meeting will be 
published in the member’s section of the website. 
Duties may be delegated, but responsibility remains 
with the officer. 

4. The Correspondence Secretary shall be re-
sponsible for handling official correspondence, in-
cluding, but not limited to writing letters, following 
up with speakers with thank you notes, and sending 
any other thank you notes or greeting cards as 
needed. 

5. The Treasurer shall serve as the official custodi-
an of the organization's funds; be responsible for 
the safekeeping and maintenance of financial rec-
ords; present an accurate financial statement at 
each business meeting; and supervise the collec-
tion and disbursement of funds. Duties may be del-
egated, but the responsibility remains with the of-
ficer. 

I encourage you to take the opportunity and make 
the commitment to support and help direct YOUR 
Guild by running for a position on the Board.  It is a 
very rewarding experience and can look good on 
your author bio/resume. 

2015 Schedule 

Come Join Us for These Great Speakers: 

November: Grant Gaston, Attorney at Law   

December:  Christmas Party 

2016 Schedule 

January:  Pat Wells, 

February: 



 

 

No Speaker for December,  

 Because it’s Party Time! 

Page 3 The Next Chapter 

You are Invited to  

The East Texas Writer’s Guild, 
Christmas Gift Giving and Pot Luck 

Bonanza December 14, 2013 

 

 

What do we do at the Big Blow Out?  

1. Everyone brings a gift of $10.00 or less value. 

2. Everyone brings a pot luck dish. 

3. We all eat. 

4. The gift exchange begins. 

  A. Each person will be given a number and 

gifts will be chosen in number order. 

  B. The number one person wll choose a gift 

and unwrap it so all may see. 

  C. The next numbered person will have the 

opportunity of stealing any one persons already 

opened gift or they can go to the gift pile and se-

lect a gift. 

  D. The party from whom a gift is stolen will 

have the opportunity to steal or go to the pile for 

another gift. 

 ***Once a gift has changed hands three times 

it is out of play.***  

 

 

 

 

Guild Fundraiser after Gift Giving 

Time 

Everyone is invited to bring a gift already wrapped 

which will be auctioned off at the Christmas Par-

ty. This is a true white elephant gift. Wrap it to 

deceive the audience. 

Bring your quarters, nickels, and dimes to see 

what you can buy at the auction. 

Should be fun, and all money will go to the Con-

ference Fund. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Children’s author, Marvin Mayer was the guest on KETK prior to the 

Rose Festival this year. He shared about his newest book,  The Queen’s Tea   

published by Whitebird.  His book was read by the Rose Queen at 
Broadway Square Mall in Tyler, Texas, and he also signed books at the    

Tyler Rose Garden Center. 

The Queen’s Tea, and other books by Marvin Mayer may be found at 

http://msm@kidsbooksbymarvin.com  
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Deep POV—-What’s so 
Deep About It? 

By Fiction Editor, Beth Hill of  

http://theeditorsblog.net/2011/11/1

6/deep-pov-whats-so-deep-about-it/ 

Deep POV (point of view) is a fairly new 

option for writers. It’s only become popular 

in the last 20-40 years, but it’s made itself 

strongly known and keenly felt, and now 

much of current fiction is written using this 

viewpoint. 

So what is deep POV and how is it used? 

Deep POV is third-person subjective 

taken a step farther than the normal. 

The third-person subjective shows story 

through the eyes of one or more charac-

ters—one at a time, no head-hopping 

please. Deep POV goes beyond that 

to take readers into the head and heart 

of a character, allowing the story to be 

seen and felt through the characters 

experiences and history and thoughts 

and feelings. 

What the first-person POV accomplishes 

with its I narration, deep POV accomplishes 

with third-person he or she narration. 

 

 

Thus readers see scenes through the view-

point character, feel story events as that 

character does. What that character sees, 

the reader sees. What the character feels 

or thinks, the reader knows. 

And the reader knows automatically 

that what is being reported are the 

thoughts and feelings and the inten-

tions of the viewpoint character. 

Deep POV allows writers to do away 

with he thought, he felt, he wondered, he 

saw, all those phrases that intrude into the 

fiction, that unnecessarily encumber story. 

At one time such phrases were necessary 

to let readers know we were in the charac-

ter’s head or seeing through his eyes. With 

deep POV, readers are in the character’s 

head [almost] all the time, and so such in-

trusions aren’t necessary. 

A few examples of simple sentences to 

show the contrast— 

Third-person— 

He was lost, Thomas thought. Lost and cer-

tain someone followed him. 

I’m lost, Thomas thought. Lost and certain 

someone followed him. 



 

Deep POV Continued from pg.6 

 Third-person deep POV— 

He was lost. Lost and certain someone fol-

lowed him. 

I’m lost. Lost and certain someone followed 

him. 

————— 

Third-person— 

Elaine trailed her quarry down Main Street, 

careful to stay busy with store windows on 

the opposite side of the street. She giggled 

when she watched him slip into Barring-

ton’s Mens Wear, saw him hide behind a 

mannequin.  

Third-person deep POV— 

Elaine trailed her quarry—better known as 

her ex—down Main Street, careful to stay 

busy with store windows on the opposite 

side of the street. 

 She giggled when he slipped into Barring-

ton’s Mens Wear and hid behind a manne-

quin. 

—

———— 

Third-person— 

Arkin shook his head. It was moronic, he 

said to himself, the way Peter fawned over 

his in-laws. 

Peter threw open his mouth, faking a long 

laugh. 

A moron, Arkin thought again, turning 

away. 

Third-person deep POV— 

Arkin shook his head. It was moronic the 

way Peter fawned over his in-laws. 

The loser threw open his mouth, faking a 

long laugh.  

Moron. 

Arkin turned away. 

__________________________________

__ 

As the first-person narrator doesn’t have to 

identify his own feelings and thoughts 

as being his own, so the third-person 

viewpoint character doesn’t have to 

repeatedly tell his readers that he’s 

thinkng or hoping or seeing or feeling. 

Not every character is the right one to tell 

your story. 

The Next Chapter Page 6 



Deep POV Continued from page 6 

Readers understand that the thoughts and 

hopes and visions and feelings belong to 

the viewpoint character. 

The writer who uses deep POV for his 

viewpoint character doesn’t have to 

use markers to tell readers what a charac-

ter feels— 

Melissa reluctantly stuck her hand into the 

pouch. She thought that there was no way 

she could back gracefully out of the dare. 

She wiggled her fingers around. She 

felt slime ooze between them. 

Melissa reluctantly stuck her hand into the 

pouch. There was no way she could back 

gracefully out of the dare. She wiggled her 

fingers around, wincing when slime oozed 

between them. 

Using deep POV rather than traditional 

third-person subjective can cut the word 

count and keep the intensity high. It can 

also keep readers deep in the fiction of the 

moment rather than reminding them that 

they are reading a story. 

The markers that remind readers a charac-

ter is reporting that he’s doing some-

thing—felt, saw, watched, thought and so 

on—are a barrier between readers and the 

events and emotions of story. They keep 

readers one step removed from story  

events and a character’s feelings. 

Removal of those reminders pulls readers 

deeper into story events and deeper into 

the character’s mind and heart. When the 

visual physical barrier is knocked away, 

the psychological barrier is knocked away 

as well. The reader can move even deeper 

into the fictional world. 

Of course, being in a character’s thoughts 

and emotions for the length of a story can 

induce claustrophobia or otherwise make 

readers antsy. It’s quite okay to draw back 

at times, to step away from that deep 

POV. 

When deep POV is too much 

Look through a distance lens at the open-

ing of new chapters or scenes to gain per-

spective and provide relief from deep POV. 

Go from a big-picture shot and shift focus 

until your viewpoint character is in the 

frame and then let him resume the story-

telling. 

You can also switch viewpoint characters 

so readers get the view from inside a dif-

ferent head. This gives readers a break 

from the intensity of a single character’s 

viewpoint. 

Remember, however, to switch viewpoint 

characters only with scene changes. And 

be choosy about the heads and hearts you 

dump your readers into; not every char-

acter deserves to tell your story. 
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Deep Deep POV Continued from 
pg 7 

Not every character is the right one to tell 

your story. 

__________________________________

__ 

Inside Out vs. Outside In 

Deep POV allows story and scenes to be 

experienced from the inside out rather than 

reported from the outside looking in. 

Right. So what does that mean? 

It means that your description and actions 

can be shared through the eyes and feel-

ings and experiences—through the words—

of your viewpoint character. 

Instead of providing a description that 

comes across as cold or indifferent or dis-

tant, in the words of an uncaring or un-

knowledgeable narrator, use deep POV to 

proclaim a character’s relationship to set-

ting or props or even other characters. Use 

it to reveal character personality and emo-

tion. 

Since deep POV keeps us inside a charac-

ter, you’re free to use words that only 

this character would use in the circum-

stances you’ve dumped him into. Use 

emotion-inducing words, words that come 

from the character’s emotional state. Use 

words that arise from his background and 

his history. 

Use words the character knows will 

cause a reaction in others. 

Don’t limit yourself to words and phrases 

an outsider would use to describe what he 

sees. Use words from the depths of your 

character. Let his frustrations fly with your 

word choices. 

Deep POV is a great tool for stirring up 

conflict. 

Third-person— 

Leon’s dress shirt was buttoned to his 

throat, cutting off his air. The air 

that did manage to move through him was 

then squeezed to almost nothing by his 

tie—one regulation blue stripe, one burgun-

dy. 

He yanked off the tie, stuffed it in his pock-

et. 

Penelope was watching and frowning. But 

he’d only agreed to wear the clothes. He 

hadn’t agreed to a time limit. 

 Third-person deep POV— 

Leon yanked at the vintage buttons of the 

vintage dress shirt that choked him, cutting 

off his air and making him lightheaded. 

Lightheaded and angry. The damned tie—

one regulation blue stripe, one burgundy—

had to go. He yanked at it too, pulled it 

free and stuffed it into his pocket. 
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Deep POV Continued from 
pg.8 

 So what that Saint Penelope was watch-

ing. He’d agreed to wear what she’d picked 

out for him. 

He hadn’t agreed on a time limit. 

He grinned when he caught her frown. Fif-

teen minutes satisfied the requirement for 

him. And it ticked her off. 

A win-win in his book. 

Choose a variety of words—nouns, verbs, 

and adjectives—to reveal character emo-

tion. 

Remember, too, that once we’re in deep 

POV, there are some words a charac-

ter wouldn’t use. 

A character isn’t likely to refer to a sibling 

as his brother Richard or to a firm he 

works at as Collins, Hollingsworth, Tim-

brall, and Dean. 

Use words and phrases the charac-

ter would use. And relay necessary infor-

mation—that Richard is a character’s 

brother and that the Collins he refers to is 

his law firm—through other means. 

Tip: Think personal rather than imperson-

al. Use words meaningful to the character. 

__________________________________

__ 

Format for Deep POV 

For the most part, text is formatted the 

same in deep POV as in any other point of 

view. 

Yet, where third-person subjective might 

use italics to show thoughts, deep POV al-

lows the writer to get rid of the italics. And 

since the use of italics is one more way of 

calling attention to the form of the words 

on a page rather than the meaning of the 

words, getting rid of italics is another way 

to keep readers deep in the fictional world. 

There is no need for italics in deep POV, 

not for simply reporting thoughts. Howev-

er, if a character uses I or me in his 

thoughts, then use italics.  Without the 

italics, readers could be confused or won-

der why the writer had switched from third 

person to first. 

And if a reader’s wondering about the me-

chanics of the format, he’s not lost in the 

story. 

Bopping down the stairs, Ike considered 

his choices. He’d either have to go to Vail 

with Mom or Barbados with Dad, no stay 

ing at home with Paul. He stopped at the 

bottom of the stairs to pluck his hat from 

the fat knob at the end of the railing. 

Page 9 
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Deep POV Continued from pg.9 

At least I get a choice this Christmas. 

He grabbed his board and slammed the 

door behind him. 

And I choose to bag me some beach 

babes. 

** In the original of this article, I had also 

said that you should use italics if you 

showed a character’s thoughts using verbs 

in the present tense when the rest of the 

narrative is past tense. However, you don’t 

necessarily have to use italics in that in-

stance. In deep POV you can use present 

tense for the viewpoint character’s 

thoughts (with some cautions, of course). 

Look for an article on this topic soon. 

You should know, however, that not all 

agents, publishers, and readers would 

agree with this choice. But you will find 

this method being used. 

An example— 

Bertie tracked his wife to the no-name mo-

tel and watched as first she entered and 

then that loser of a gigolo knocked with a 

damned unmanly grin on his face. One 

knock followed by three followed by a 

drumroll. 

And she thinks she’s getting away with 

this crap? Please.    

Of course, that last line could have just as 

easily have been— 

And she thought she was getting away 

with that crap? Please. 

__________________________________

__ 

If you’ve not yet worked deep POV into 

your stories, I encourage you to start. To-

day’s readers apparently like that close re-

lationship with characters. 

Practice writing deep POV. Get into your 

characters’ heads and hearts, into the 

rhythms of their thoughts and speech, and 

convey their emotions and true personali-

ties through the words you give them to 

both say and think. 

Remember too that you are not limited to 

deep POV, even if it is popular. Try it, use 

it when it works for your stories. But step 

back when it begins to smother. And try a 

more distant approach if that fits the style 

of story you wish to tell. 

Don’t limit yourself. But don’t be limited by 

others and the practices of the day either. 

******* 
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Deep POV Continued from 
pg 10 

 and the practices of the day either. 

******* 

Go to the deep places in your writing to-

day. Challenge yourself. Challenge your 

characters. 

Challenge your readers while entertaining 

them. 

Get them talking about your stories. 

Write about the deep places today. Write 

strong fiction. 

*** 

©2010-2015 E.A. Hill 

 

For more great articles like this one, 
check out  http://theeditorsblog.net/ 

  

Make sure and leave a comment for her. 

A RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS 
   By Hugh Neeld 

  

From Wikipedia encyclopedia: “A random act of kind-

ness is a selfless act performed by a person or people 

wishing to assist or cheer another person or or peo-

ple.” 

  The phrase is attributed to writer Anne Her-

bert, author of “Practice Random Kindness”. 

  Here are three examples of random acts of 

kindness (one more a thought than an act).  

 One that happened to me more than two 

years ago, and continues to this day, is performed dai-

ly (weather permitting) by two gentlemen who live in 

my neighborhood. They walk together in the early 

morning for exercise and, while doing so, pick up the 

paper at the curb and deliver it to the front door of 

those they know to be handicapped.  

 They later told me that, after witnessing my 

age-induced struggle to pick up the morning paper 

with the aid of my cane, they’d decided to add me to 

their list. A neighborhood, being a close-knit commu-

nity, they requested their name not be mentioned lest 

they be swamped with requests.  

 Another such act occurred last month when 

members of my writing club, East Texas Writers 

Guild, paid me a visit. This was prompted by a notice 

in the Guild’s newsletter of my home confinement 

due to an accident. The response from E.T.W.G. visi-

tors Marvin Mayer, Nikki Brown, her seeing-eye dog, 

Perry, and daughter Becca. What a treat that was. A 

true act of kindness.  

 The last example, the one I described as 

“more of a thought than an act”, occurred when I was 

in Junior High School in Fort Worth. My mother, as 

most women during World War II, held a job to sup-

plant the men gone to war. Her job was head librarian 

at the Army’s Quartermaster Depot. As such she was 

allowed an assistant, a young German prisoner of war,  
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by Hugh Neeld 
 

Secrets to a Long Happy Marriage 
 
An old woman was sipping on a glass of wine 

while sitting on the patio one evening with her hus-
band. Breaking the silence she says, “I love you so-
much I don’t know how I could live without you.” 

 
“Is that you are the wine talking,” the husband 

asks. 
 
“It’s me,” she said, “talking to the wine.” 

 

 

A Thanksgiving Thought  

By Janice Ernest 

I walked outside today. The autumn crisp air met 
me as I took a bite from a beautiful red apple. Like 
the sound of the apple as I chew, the leaves under 
my feet crunch. 

To think I am walking on a carpet of last years 
memories, all falling like snowflakes around my 
shoes. I stoop and pick up a leaf. I remember when 
it was on the tree filling out the days, now, you are 
on the ground, over-with, done. Now you decorate 
the ground around me and scurry away on the win-
ter wind to be shared in bright colors wherever you 
land. 

I smile to myself as I realize that these crumpled 
leafy pages of my life will move on, but—-oh—- 
but next year each tree will grow new leaves, fresh, 
green foliage. Like them, I will add new thoughts 
and ideas. I look up to heaven and say “Thank you  
God for all of the experiences I have had over the 
last year, and I look forward to what this new sea-

son and year will bring. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving Y’all, 

Janice Ernest, Editor TNC 

 

 Act of Kindness Continued from 

page 11. 
interred with other prisoners in a compound on the 

base and used for labor.  

 The soldier, only a few years older than me, 

spoke English and often spoke of being homesick for 

his family. Mother felt such sympathy for the young 

man’s plight, she would smuggle him cookies in her 

lunch box.  One night at supper she related her con-

versations with the prisoner, including the cookie inci-

dent.  

 With all the righteous indignation a clueless 14

-year-old boy could display, I responded. 

 “Mother! Don’t you know you’re showing 

kindness to the enemy? How can you do that?”  

 “Imagine yourself in his place”, Hugh Earl, “I 

do, and I imagine myself in his mother’s place, too.”  

 What she said stuck with me and influenced 

my  thinking and actions  for the remainder of my 

years.  

 An act of kindness? I think it qualifies. 

  

Happy Thanksgiving 
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Caleb Pirtle’s Flash Fiction Challenge 
From the Blog Archives of Caleb Pirtle III 

I read from time to time about flash fiction. I still 

don’t know exactly what it is. But I do know that it 
has something to do with brevity, and I’m all about 

brevity in the writing world. 

Short sentences. 

Short paragraphs. 

Short chapters. 

Short books. 

When talking about readers, these two things are 

becoming clearer. 

Attention spans are short. 

Patience is short. 

So my philosophy when writing fiction is quite sim-

ple. 

Get in to the story. 

Get on with the story. 

Get the story over with, even if you have to end in 

a preposition. 

I recently stumbled across examples of six word 
sentences. I’m sure everyone else knows about 

them. 

I didn’t. All I know is that Hemingway started it all 
with a six-word story that, he said, was the sad-

dest story he ever wrote: 

Baby Shoes. For Sale. Never worn. 

The imagery is heartbreaking. 

The six-sentence stories I found were pretty good: 

Tanline on his ring finger? Goodbye. 

One candle, unattended. Only ashes remain. 

I leave. Dog panics. Furniture shopping. 

212. Human ignorance boiled the earth. 

Last two people on earth. Gay. 

Late. Speeding. Pulled over. Really late. 

Home late. Doors locked. I’m caught. 

Misleading deep puddle. Curious child missing. 

Artificial limb, bungie jump – bad idea. 

Writing a story in six words is an intriguing idea. It 

triggers the imagination. It twists the mind. It’s a 
good way to tease the brain and sometimes wake 

it up. 

I thought I’d give six-word stories a try: 

Fast cars. Fast women. Funeral tomorrow. 

Love at first sight. Heart broken. 

Wrong place. Wrong time. Prayers unheard. 

I do. I don’t. Attorney richer. 

First shot. Second shot not needed. 

Promises made. Promises kept. Love remains.. 

She left. I’m alone. Whiskey sour. 

Don’t kill me. I’m already dead. 

Hot woman. Hot sex. Hot damn. 

Man removes his clothes. Naked truth. 

Forgive me. I’ve sinned. Door slams. 

Dark and stormy night. Lightning strikes. 

No rain. Raincoat opens. Flash fiction. 

There’s one thing about six-word stories. They 

may or may not tell a very good story or even 
much of story. But they would make damn good 

openings in a novel. 

We all have a few six-word stories in us, and 

they’re more fun to write than you might think. 

So why don’t you give us the best ones that are 

crawling out of the basement of your minds. 

 

Caleb Pirtle is the author of more than       
seventy novels, a public speaker, and a part-
ner in  http://www.venturegalleries.com where 
you can  find more of his blogs as well as his 
books. 
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Janice Ernest writes hu-
morous, and literary fic-
tion, and has dabbled in 
noir, suspense, paranormal, 
romance, and free verse, as 
well as young adult fiction, 
and has freelanced  and 
ghostwritten for several 
entities in East Texas as 

well as owned and operated WhileUWait magazine. 

Janice was born in Tyler Texas. Her family moved 
to Houston where she attended Elementary through 
Senior High School, and then came back to Tyler, 
as quick as possible, to attend TJC where she re-
ceived an Associates of Arts degree, a real estate 
certification, a Licensed Vocational Nurse Certifi-
cation, and later an Associates  in Science and 
Nursing 

She has lived and worked in Tyler for the last thirty 
eight years. Some of her work experience includes 
administrative  and secretarial in the medical and oil 
industries. She has also been employed in the past 
by KLTV-TV as a front desk receptionist.  

In 1992 she paid her way through real estate cours-
es in order to spend 1993-1996 selling real estate in 
the Lindale, Hideaway Lake area. Selling real estate 
allowed her to fund her education to become a Li-
censed Vocational Nurse. As a Licensed Vocational 
Nurse (LVN) she worked for East Texas Medical 
Center, Mother Frances Hospital, and several nurs-
ing homes in East Texas. In 2001 she went back to 
school and took the courses necessary to become a 
Registered Nurse. After graduation she passed the 
NCLEX test and received her RN status. Being an 
RN allowed her to work in the Intensive Care Unit 
at East Texas Medical Center. While there, she 
worked Medical Surgical ICU and Trauma ICU. 

In 2005, she suffered a job related injury while at 
work which debilitated her back and legs. After 
several weeks of rehabilitation, it became apparent 
that she could no longer stand up to shift work on 
the hospital floor, so she applied for and accepted a 
position with the Department of Aging and Disabil-
ity Services (DADS).  Her job entailed surveying 
nursing facilities to verify whether they were fol-

lowing Medicare and Medicaid Guidelines, as well 
as investigatomg complaints which involved abuse, 
accidents, or wrongful death. During this time she 
wrote legal documentation which would be held as 
fact in a court of law. 

In 2006 upon discovering an indiscretion at work 
she called for safe harbor and was terminated from 
the state and forced to seek other employment. 

In 2008, she began on a journey into the unknown. 
She was going to publish a magazine. After much 
prayer, she took the first step. Find a story. Then the 
second step, find an artist. Then the third step, find 
a printer and the fourth step, find a way to distribute 
the magazine. Having accomplished all of the above 
she owned and operated the magazine until 2011. 

In 2009 she was blessed to meet the members of the 

East Texas Writers Guild who became some of the 

best article suppliers for WhileUWait. It was a sym-

biotic relationship. She got the articles she needed 

to keep the magazine going and they got the oppor-

tunity to spread their wings, enlarge their writing 

resumes, and get published.  

She is very thankful for all of the encouragement 

and assistance given to her by the East Texas Writ-

ers Guild members and their example makes her 

want to encourage other writers to be the very best 

that they can and to strive for that great book from 

inside themselves. 

She is most happy on the good days when her body 
doesn’t hurt, but, she is content with her health 
knowing that her hope lies in an ever-living God 
and a new body awaits one day in her future. Any 
day is a good day, but happy days are when she gets 
to help someone and see them accomplish their 
goals. Also, a happy day for her is when she finds 
the time to write something fun or emotion evoking. 

She is currently a member of the East Texas Writers 

Guild, and has been a member of NETWO, and 

ETWA in the past, as well as served as Secretary 

and Chairperson of the Board of the Arts and Hu-

manities Council of East Texas.  As a member of 

Janice Ernest 
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of the East Texas Writers Guild board she has 
served as Secretary, and currently serves as Editor 
of the TNC newsletter. 

Her favorite way to spend a day is with a friend or 
two, on the road, experiencing the small towns and 
townspeople of East Texas. She also loves to play 
board games, eat great junk food, and watch movies 
with friends. In her slimmer, younger days, she 
loved to play tennis, ride horses, race cars and just 
plain live life to the fullest. She also loves to sing. 

Her favorite authors are too many to name. She tries 
to read at least two to three books a week. Her fa-
vorite movies range anywhere from “Wallstreet” 
with Kirk Douglas, to “Holiday” with Cameron Di-
az, to “Second Hand Lions.” She loves the whole 
gambit, although horror is her least favorite. 

Her favorite piece of music is Claire De Lune. She 
likes the version with animal and water sounds in 
the background. She also loves Celtic, Scottish, 
Irish, and various other genre of music. Scottish es-
pecially, since it describes the struggles and history 
of Scotland and its people. 

Since 2008 she has published multiple articles seen 
in WhileUWait magazine, multiple short stories,  
her first self published novel, ”Butterfly,” and has 
started a series entitled, “Brocksport, USA” about a 
small town where everyone has a story to tell or 
share. Her third short book in the series is set to be 
out by December 31, 2015. 

When asked about goals she smiles. “This year has 
been a long and difficult one with life changes, but 
next year I want to get out and meet people, net-
work, market my books, blog more, laugh a lot and 
basically live.” 

If you haven’t had the chance to sit down and meet 

Janice, take the time too. You will be glad you did. 

 

You can learn about Janice and her books at    

http://www.janiceernest.com 

or email her at  

      janiceernest1@gmail.com  

She looks forward to networking with 
you.  

 

Some of her short stories and books 
are shown below: 

Bye, Bye Sweet Sam-
mie 

There’s nothing worse 
than a woman scorned. In 
this short story, discover 
how one wife treats her 
cheating husband. 

 

 

 

The Glider 

A short story about the cy-
cle of life, love, and the 
legacy we leave when we 
die. What will people re-
member about you? 

 

 

 

Butterfly 

Set in New Orleans. A sto-
ry of rape, repentance, ro-
mance, redemption and 
salvation. (be aware that 
this book does contain 
content of a graphic sexual 
nature) 

 

 

 

Brocksport, Back 
Again 

Sit back, grab a glass of 
sweet ice tea and let 
Brocksport take you away 
to a town where everyone 
has a story to tell, and eve-
ry story will bring a smile 
to your face. 

 

All available on Kindle and Amazon.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3748 The Return of the Cat is the first in 

in the Karl Sabers Space Knight Adventure Series. 

  
If you like cats, if you like adventure, this is the book for  you. 
Karl is a most unlikely hero who ends up saving a princess with 
the help of a cat named Lightening, that’s right, the cat’s name 
is lightening, not lightning. 

It is the year 3748 A.D. An alien race from beyond our solar 
system now rule Earth and Venus. All is not lost, as hope for 
man may lie with a beautiful lost princess. 19-year-old Karl Sa-
bers’ only knowledge of life is existence on a generational ship 
launched centuries ago. When his evangelical-minded sister, 
Denise, is propelled into space after an alien attack, Karl must 
journey into the depths of the unknown universe in a rescue at-
tempt. Surviving the attack but shanghaied into piracy, his fate 
is entangled with a mysterious alien girl’s quest. He might per-
ish, but for an unexpected appearance by man's best friend – the 
cat. Long thought extinct, the cat returns to aid and abet de-
scendants of past feline owners. Karl, seeing himself as protec-
tor, hides the animal to keep it safe, but soon finds himself de-
pendent on the feline’s wiles. Escaped from a research laborato-
ry jail, the kitty bodyguard named Lightening has his paws full 
helping his new master cope with perils of the galaxy. To safe-
guard his human, Lightening must mark new territory through-
out the universe. The entry of the female alien complicates this 
human-feline relationship, as they become the target of both pi-
rates and bouty hunters. Lightening has to work even harder to 

keep Karl out of trouble. In the 38th century, where the kingdoms and empires of old have been replaced, Karl 
will find a destiny he could never have imagined. This book is available on Kindle and Amazon.com as well in 
paperback from the author himself. 

 

 

 

 

Read  a Good Book Lately?   See if 

This One is For  You! 

 

 

For When all Else is Done, 

 Only Words Remain. 

 Words Endure.  

Kate Moss 
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THANKFUL FOR LOCAL 
AUTHORS  

  

The Bullard Community Library is thankful 
for its local authors!!  What better month to be 
thankful than in the month of November!  The li-
brary is currently adding a Local Author collection 
to its shelves and we would love to have your book 
there as well!  To celebrate we are inviting all local 
authors to pick a date in November for a book sign-
ing/reading at the Bullard Community Library.  As 
of now we have the following authors and dates 
already chosen.  

   
Jane Grams 10:00-12:00 Nov. 9th  
Sharon Thayer 10:00-12:00 Nov. 16th  
Liz Godwin 10:00-12:00 Nov. 20th 
Pat Lavigne 10:00-12:00 Nov. 23rd  
Linda Ellis 10:00-12:00 Nov. 24th  
 
The library is closed on Saturdays, Wednesdays & 
Sundays.  Our hours of operation are 10:00-6:00 
except on Fridays when we close at 4:00.  The ideal 
days for this celebration are Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Fridays.  If you or someone you know is inter-
ested in securing a date, please contact the Library 
Director Connie Greer at 903-894-6125.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who Read at Barnes and Nobles on       
October 24? These folks, that’s who. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liz Godwin 

Marvin Mayer 

Linda Nelson Ellis 

 

“There  was a great 
turn out. I don’t know 
how much money they 
raised but, I appreciate 
the opportunity to help 
both the library and  
Barnes and Noble.” 

Linda Nelson Ellis 

 

“I enjoyed it very 
much. Connie Greer 
the Librarian  dressed 
as Mary Poppins and 
she really was the spir-
it of the afternoon. Al-
so, I sold five books 
and had lots of support 
from my friends who 
showed up for me.” 

Liz Godwin 
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A CALL FOR hELp! 
 

Hi There Y’all! It’s Me, Refreshment Fairy, here to let you know that starving     

writers need your help.  Help plan ahead and keep our writers fed in 2016! 

Contact Lorna Penland to sign up. 903-764-1782 or 903-520-5036 

Try both numbers please. 

 

 
It’s next month! It’s 

next month! Oh Boy, 

the Christmas Party! 

 

I M E ? R U ? 

Anthology:  A collection of selected literary  pieces or passages or 

works of art and music. 
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National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) is a 

fun, seat-of-your-pants approach to creative writ-

ing.  

On November 1, participants begin working towards 

the goal of writing a 50,000-word novel by 11:59 PM on 

November 30. 

Valuing enthusiasm, determination, and a deadline, 
NaNoWriMo is for anyone who has ever thought about 
writing a novel. 

 

Here’s how to get started! 

1. Go to http://nanowrimo.org/how-it-works and 
sign up. 

2. Fill out your profile. This will allow other writers 
around the world to communicate with you dur-
ing WriMo. 

3. Create the idea for your novel. Yes! You can do 
this! 

4. Select your Region: We are either Tyler or 
Longview. 

5. Join in the fun and collect badges for meeting 
challenges during the month.  

6. Get inspired; check out the NaNo blogs for inspi-
rational messages from other writers. 

7. Get started. November 1, at 12:01 A.M. No book 
can ever happen until the first line has been writ-
ten. 

 

So, WIIFU? Well, this is an opportunity to meet and 
share with authors from all over the globe. Also, 
many people who have taken the challenge have 
birthed their first full length novel for publication.  

To learn more about NaNoWriMo feel free to go to 
their website   http:/nanowrimo.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are You Nanoing? If you are, here are some word 
goals for the next few days. 

Date:                                 Total words: 

11-10-2015   16,660 

11-12-2015   18326 

11-13-2015   19992 

11-14-2015   21658 

11-15-2015   23324 

11-16-2015   24990 

Halfway Home 

Time to  

Run for the 
Roses! 

You Can Do 
This!!! 

Ready, 
Set, 

nano! 

Pat LaVigne  Invites you and a friend to visit 

the Bullard Public Library where she will be  

on November 23, 2015 from 10 A.M.– 12 

P.M. greeting readers and signing her latest 

book, “Wind Free” 
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Good Luck, Good Writing, don’t forget to submit an article for the TNC! 

3.. 

One of our veteran members needs your positive 
thoughts and remembrances right now. Hugh Neeld, 
author of one of the favorite columns in the TNC has 
been having some health issues.  Please send your  
positive thoughts and prayers for him each day this 
month, for healing, wholeness, and joy. If you would 
like to send him an email, his email address can be 
found  in the Member’s Only section of the East Texas        
Writers Guild website. 

Again, please keep him and his family in your 
thoughts and prayers. He is a beloved member of the 
Guild and we have been missing his  humor columns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hugh: You are missed. Don’t forget to 
write. Your column is needed. 

Love from all of us at the Guild, 

 

 

Keep Your Thoughts and Prayers on Hugh Neeld Each Day This 

Month. 



 

Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror  

 Mainstream  
 Romance  
       Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  

 Suspense 

 Westerns                  
Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   
Other: ________________   

East Texas Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed 
in The Next Chapter 
are those of the re-
spective contributors 
only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the 
views of ETWG, its 
members, officers, 
board members, or 
the editor. 

 

Published      Aspiring      

Thank you to the Above  

Sponsors for their  

support. 

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and 

deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  re-

ceived by the last Monday of the 
month prior to the month in 

which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent 

paragraphs 0.3,  
 Fonts—12 pt. Times New 

Roman 
 Photos—jpeg with caption 

instructions 
 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 

Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    
 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 
PO Box 4597 • Tyler TX 75712  

Or 

Register and Pay On Line at www.etwritersguild.org,  

 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ ______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base by:_______________________ 


