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 P r e s i d e n t ’s 

Perspective 

 

 In deciding a topic to write about this 

month, I considered several topics and decided to 
use this space and time to tell about, and to thank 

one of our very special members of the East Texas 
Writers Guild—-Nikki Brown. Many of you may 

know little about what a great service she provides 
to our organization, and therefore not truly       

appreciate her as you ought. Although she isn’t 

usually very vocal at our meetings, she quietly 
works behind the scenes, and without her hard 

work, we would probably not have the web     
presence we enjoy now—-all done in her ‘spare’ 

time. 

 Nikki and her husband, Michael, run a    
computer business that offers tech support, data 

protection, and online marketing. She does      
commercial web design and site management. That 

in itself is a more-than-full-time-job! Sites          

constantly need tweaking and periodic updating. 
Web content constitutes her primary writing these 

days. I understand she has also ghost written    

magazine articles by request. 

  

  

Our Guild website and Facebook page were set up 
and are professionally maintained by Nikki—-in her 

‘spare’ time, and at no cost to the Guild. You have 
probably noticed her recent upgrading of our   

website and may notice updates to information on 

that site soon. 

 Another service she provides to the Guild 

is helping members with their own websites. 
Through her help, the Guild is able to offer        

inexpensive web hosting for our members.  Nikki 

even offers to help members set up and maintain 

these sites. And, the cost of her help is nothing—

literally.   The best part of all her help and work for 
the Guild is that she does it all with such a very 

cheerful attitude! 

 If you have not gotten to meet, know, and 

appreciate Nikki Brown, you really should. 

  

 

 

THANKS Nikki! 

 

2015 Schedule 

Come Join Us for These Great Speakers: 

August:  Carol Braswell, The Ups and Downs of Self Publishing 

September:  Mystery, Mayhem, and Merriment 

October:  James Cowart, Justice of the Peace 

November: Grant Gaston, Attorney at Law   

December:  Christmas Party 



 

 

Sept.  Murder at 614 Scarlet  
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Have you got 

your part yet? 

Still not too 

late to sign up 

to play a part 

in the   Mys-

tery Party. To 

sign up go to : 

http://bit.ly/1LrzTeP 

September is soon to be upon 

us. Children will be back in 

school, vacation will be over. 

All of us will come home to 

our chair and sit before our 

computers preparing for    

National Novel Writing 

Month. Maybe it’s time to do 

something to wake up your 

mind and get your creative 

juices flowing. That’s why the 

2015 September meeting of 

the East Texas Writers Guild 

will be conducting something 

different; the opportunity to 

participate in a murder     

mystery. Come prepared with 

your part assigned, ready to 

figure out who dun it.  

 To join in the fun go to:      

www.etwritersguild.org and 

look on the left blue side bar 

under “Recent Posts”. Then 

click on Murder! Mys-

tery! and Mayhem! – 
September 14, 2015.  
All the 

details 

will be 

there as 

well as 

the way 

to sign 

up and play your 

part. 

 

PS. Even if you 
don’t play a part 

come on out and help us 
all to figure out who dun 

it! 



More About The Mystery Party 
 The Dawson family moved into their new home 
at 614 Scarlet Court nearly two months prior to 
hosting their first annual block party for the resi-
dents of the small town of Shady Oaks. Isabella 
Dawson was an experienced party host and af-
ter only two months of living in Shady Oaks, she 
had earned the infamous title of town gossip. 
Nonetheless, the townspeople still flocked to the 
scene, ready to enjoy an evening of great com-
pany, good food and fun.  

After everybody arrived to the Dawson’s home, 
Isabella got the party started with delectable ap-
petizers and fun icebreakers. The guests min-
gled about and caught up on the recent events 
in town as some guests revealed their true feel-
ings about one another. Rumors of blackmail, 
backstabbing, and revenge surfaced as some 
guests got into heated altercations. Tension sat-
urated the air so thickly, it could have been 
sliced it with a knife.  

Isabella did her best to distract the troubled 
guests with a delicious dinner along with exciting 
party games but to no avail, the guests were 
mortified to discover that a murder had occurred. 
The guests rallied together to figure out whodun-
it before the murderer could escape or even 
worse, claim another victim.  

Following an intense murder investigation, the 
group submitted their best guess of whodunit 
and took turns making accusations of who they 
believed was guilty. The guests then took turns 
confessing their involvement, if any, with the 
crime and to everybody’s shock, the murderer 
confessed! After a brilliant escape attempt by 
the murderer, the guests settled into enjoying a 
lovely dessert while playing a party game to get 
everybody’s mind off the night's stressful hap-
penings. Isabella knew it would be difficult for 
her to top off this memorable night when she 
hosts the 2nd Annual Dawson's Block Party. 

Characters needed:   

 Quenton Maddox (Male) eerie conven-
ience store clerk at the Shady Oaks Mart. A con-
stant whistler, Quentin will grace you with un-
comfortable stares and periods of  silence during 
the conversation. There’s no way to avoid him,   
the Shady Oaks Mart is the only  store in town! 

 

Characters wanted: 

 Gaven Phoenix (Male) is the muscle 
bound jock and manager of the Shady Oaks 
Recreation Center. A recent high school gradu-
ate, he often hangs out with Quentin Maddox in 
his spare time. Rumor has it that Gaven was a 
notorious high school bully. 

 Liam Williams (Male) is the arrogant and 
aggressive District Attorney of Shady Oaks. He 
owns on the three mansion in town but has nev-
er entertained nor allowed a soul to enter the 
home. The curious townspeople wonder what he 
is hiding. 

 Nigel Sage (Male) is the es-star athlete. 
When an unfortunate accident ended his athletic 
career, he decided to follow his father’s foot-
steps and became a chemist. Nigel has a shady 
past, as he was an infamous tyrant during high 
school. His reputation hasn’t improved. 

 Officer Nelson (Either) You’ll wonder 
how this crabby, introverted police officer ever 
thought he could protect and serve. Surprisingly, 
he is one of the most highly decorated officers. 
One likely scenario is that Officer Nelson has 
simply intimidated everybody at the station and 
everybody does what Officer Nelson says to do. 

 J.R. Sage (Male) If you looked up narcis-
sism in the dictionary, you’ll find J.R. Sage’s pic-
ture. He is the father of Nigel and is the self-
loving CEO of the only industry in tow-Bonlin 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Since a large portion of 
the town either is employed by him or has a fam-
ily member that works for J.R., you would be 
safe to say J.R. controls the town of Shady 
Oaks. 

 Pat Couric (Either) is always on top of 
the latest story and sometimes before the story 
happens! Pat’s and ultra-ambitious investigator 
for the television station and will stop at nothing 
to be first to get the scoop. She is rarely seen 
without a troupe of colleges from the station. 

To sign up go to : 

http://bit.ly/1LrzTeP 
 



                                      

Several  ETWG members when challenged at 

the July ETWG meeting at the Tyler Area 

Chamber of Commerce took on the call to write, 

write, write. Write what? You may ask. They 

were to write a 100-150 word, 12 point font, 

flash fiction story containing four underlined 

words: 

Calibrated 

Sickness 

Majestic 

Felony 

All short pieces were to be received by the July 

Nuts and Boltz meeting at Braums on S. Broad-

way. A total of seven entries were received. 

Each one unique in its own way.  

Anonymous judging occurred as follows:  

1. Was the word count within the allotted 

amount? 

2. Were the four words underlined? 

3. Were they used in an appropriate manner? 

4.  Was there a cohesive story line? 

Out of seven entries received, five stood out. 

One of the five had to be disqualified due to not 

underlining the four words listed in the above 

paragraph. One did not make it due to one 

missing line which would have brought it to per-

fection. The reason I am sharing this infor-

mation with you is because both of these pieces 

could have placed.  

In this issue 

of The Next 

Chapter Newsletter, only the top three will be 

featured and they are as follows: 

Marvin Mayer 

AKA 7 of Hearts 

Once upon a time, in a majestic 

place called Camelot, lived the 

fabled Sir Half Pint. (“SHP.”)  

Legend has it SHP was the 

bravest, strongest, shortest, and youngest 

knight ever to have served King Arthur. 

No stranger to adversity, SHP overcame a sick-

ness that  plagued him half of his young life, a 

malady that left him forever short. Ignoring his 

perceived handicap, SHP worked hard, building 

upper body strength and preparing to do  

Knightly deeds. 

With Calibrated, his precision dispensing sword 

in hand, SHP’s accomplishments had become 

legendary, but now he faced his greatest     

challenge. King Arthur ordered him to rescue 

Lady  Ofthehouse and bring back her            

kidnapper, the black-hearted Dangerous Dan. 

Dan must stand trial for felony kidnapping. 

Scarcely had he accepted the task when he 

heard Lady Ofthehouse calling his name. “Half 

Pint! Time for bed.” 

Drat  thought the 10-year old. I’ll catch         

Dangerous Dan tomorrow! 
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Flash Card    

Fiction Winners 

Announced 



Second Place 

Sandy Clarke 

AKA 2 of Spades 

Busted 

 

Officer Mahoney aimed his re-

cently calibrated speed gun at the BMW. 

He smiled. 

Gravel crunched as he maneuvered behind the 

stopped Beamer. He pulled on his hat—-and 

his attitude. Strolling purposely to the driver’s 

side window, he rapped on the glass. “License 

and insurance, please.” 

“Why?”  A furiously majestic angel glared up at 

him. 

Beautiful women were more than an obsession. 

They were a sickness. His smile widened into a 

leer. “You were doing a hundred in a sixty, 

Ma’am.” 

She exploded. “No, I wasn’t. I’ll have your 

badge for this. I’ll see you hang. I’ll kill…” 

He interrupted. “Last time I checked, murder 

was still a felony.” 

“Youuu…” 

“But…,” He winked. “I think we can work this 

out...just the two of us...in the back seat.” A 

click sounded as the recorder shut off. 

She smiled. 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Place 

April Coker 

AKA 9 of Clubs 

Another Try 

 

Her leather-gloved hand 

gripped the duffle bag tightly as she injected the 

frightened animal through the canvas. She 

hoped she had calibrated the serum correctly. 

She did not need another   mishap. At least no-

body had seen that bobcat before it died be-

cause of the error she had made with the last 

serum. She had to believe that no one else had 

seen the once majestic animal before she found 

it dead behind the   rhino house after the storm. 

The pitiful thing had chewed its own paw off in 

its desperate and   agonizing sickness. 

As the otter in the bag quieted, she wondered 

absently if conducting research on zoo animals 

without permission would be considered a     

felony if it resulted in a medical breakthrough. 

No matter. She was willing to chance it, she  

decided as she dumped her next subject onto 

the cold steel table. 

“You ready, little guy?” 
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CICADAS IN LOVE 

By Hugh Neeld 

 

I have some good news I’d like to share with you. 

Texas is not included in the states  that will be play-

ing host this summer to trillions of cicadas for a 

mating season that occurs every 17 years.  

 

That doesn’t mean, of course, that we won’t have 
any cicadas, but at least not the hoards of ugly, 

aroused inch-and-a-half long insects that will be fly-
ing clumsily into pets, bushes and unwitting pedes-

trians in north and southeastern states throughout 

most of the summer. 

 

If, like me, you’ve heard about cicadas, maybe even 
seen a few but don’t know much about them, allow 

me to share my recently acquired knowledge of the 

subject found in my favorite newsletter, Unstable 

Sources.  

 

In between these 17 year Mating cycles, the cicada 

lives underground, sometimes eight feet or more. 

When Mother Nature sounds the call, they start 
emerging. The females climb trees and shrubs 

where they shed their crunchy skins and harden in-

to maturity. 

 

The adult males begin the mating ritual with a long 

buzzing sound of various pitches that attracts the 

females. The chord from an average colony has 

been known to drown out graduation ceremonies, 

golf matches and outdoor weddings. 

 

Intrigued by the whole idea of this phenomenon, I 
contacted an entomologist I found on the web, Hec-

tor (“Bugsy”) Lopez of Texas A & M. “Dr. Lopez,” I 
began, after introducing myself, “I’m intrigued by the 

power of the cicadas mating song.” 

 

 

Not as intrigued as you’d be if you were a female 

cicada,” he shot back.  

“But how does it work?” I asked. 

“There are three parts to the song a male cicada 

sings when he’s looking for love,” he answered. 

“First there’s the ‘Hey, baby. What’s your sign? 

Tune, followed by, ‘Do you come here often?’ But 

the last is the one that closes the deal. It’s loud be-

cause he’s only got one chance every 17 years.” 

 

He sounded serious, so I encouraged him. “And 

what’s that like?” 

 

“It’s the ‘They’re getting ready to close this joint. 
Want to come to my place for a night cap?’ song. 

Now’s the time for these guys to make their move. 

Time is short.” 

 

This was almost more than I wanted to know about 

cicadas, but I thanked him and hung up. 

 

The Humane Society advises keeping pets indoors 
and holding tight to dog leashes outdoors if you’re 

in a heavily-infested area. The cicadas have every-

thing that dogs like to chase. They’re virtual flying 
pet-toys—loud, slow moving and low flying. It 

would be like a yard full of KFC chicken nuggets to 
a dog or cat but eating them can cause vomiting and 

constipation.    

 

I can vouch for the cicadas attracting dogs. When I 

lived in Tyler, I had a Bassett Hound named Anna-
belle Lee. She was so dignified that when she did 

anything out of character it was doubly funny. One 

summer night I put her outside to do her business 

before bed time. (continued page 8) 
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Cicadas in Love continued. 

 

Standing at the back door, I could dimly see her ap-
proaching in the dark back yard. I was listening to 

the noisy chorus of the cicadas and noticed that, as 
Annabelle got closer, the level of the noise in-

creased. 

 

By the time she got to the door, the noise was ex-

tremely loud and I could see that her cheeks were 
distended. It was apparent she had something in her 

mouth. When I grabbed her muzzle and forced her 

jaws open, the biggest cicada I’d ever seen fell out, 
shook itself off and flew away into the darkness. It 

was easy to imagine his thoughts. 

 

Even if we don’t escape the cicadas completely, take 

heart. Remember, it won’t last long and, better yet, 

it won’t happen again until 2027. 

 

- 

A question to ponder: 

 

What do you call a male ladybug? 

 

putterhugh@suddenlink.net 

Just like children excited to get back to 
school, are you excited about NaNoWriMo? 
NaNoWriMo stands for National Novel  
Writing Month. It is a challenge dealt to 
writers around the world to complete 
50,000 words From November 1, 2015 to 
November 30, 2015. 
Start planning your strategy now. Write 
out some plot ideas and story lines to 
use. 
Maybe even figure out some character de-
lineations. 
Start now so you can jump in and com-
plete your 50,000 word novel in Novem-
ber. For more information go to: 

nanowrimo.org   

mailto:putterhugh@suddenlink.net
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ETWG Website Revamped 

By Janice Ernest 

If you haven't 

done so yet, 

please check your 

email for an email 

from Nikki Brown, 

Websmith. She 

has updated our 

website and made 

some really nice 

changes. 

One of these is a great video on how to use 

the website and access all it has to offer.  

Another is a user friendly way of putting your 

news on the website and also on our Face-

book page. 

The format and design is beautiful, welcom-

ing and something for all of us to be really 

proud of.  

The email you will be receiving will tell you to 

go to the site and update your profile and  

reassign your password.  

While you are there, check out the many 

more user friendly items.  

Nikki has done a wonderful job with this site. 

When asked what she would like to see   

happen with the site she said,  

“I hope everyone will make full use of the 

new site and to take full advantage of the 

their ETWG membership and the  Members 

Only sections of the website and to use it as 

a tool to network with each other, by sharing 

news and updates as well as helpful          

resources with one another.” 

Please check your email from July 26 and 

27 for all emails from ETWG during those 

dates for instructions. 

East  Texas 
Writers’ Guild 

Since 2004 

Writer and Artist 

 
The Personals 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m trying to find magazines looking 

for stories about unexpected acts of 

kindness. Other than “Chicken Soup”, 

I’ve had no luck. I checked out a 

number of other publications recom-

mended by various web sites, but all 

of them were trying to sell books.

 

I thought there might be an ETWG 

member who could offer a helpful 

suggestion. 

Whatever help can be provided will 

be greatly appreciated. 

Hugh Neeld 



Read  a Good Book Lately?   See if 

This One is For  You! 

Looking for a few good 

folks to help plan next 

year’s workshop.  Want 

to be one? Just Ask Rog-

er Middleton, ETWG. 

President 

Tree of Justice? is a historical novel in which the truth is 

more exciting than fiction.  

 Follow the adventures of the Dorsett family in 

1919 as they embark upon a five day wagon trip from 

Cherokee County in East Texas, westward along El 

Camino Real to Leon County. Henry’s resourcefulness 

gets them safely through as Nellie instructs the young 

girls in the folk ways of early east Texas.   

 In Centerville the Dorsetts meet and work for 
the Sinclairs on their subsistence cotton farm near 

Centerville. Tragedy befalls Jim Sinclair, his mother, 

Mary Ann and his sister Carrie, as well as the         
Reverend Thomas Turner and his wife Ora. Tree of 

Justice? is rich with the dialect and daily life of post   

reconstruction Texas. Prepare to relive this adventure  

  

T h i s  b o o k  c a n  b e  p u r c h a s e d  a t : 
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23784793-tree-of-

justice  or on Amazon or Kindle. 

For When all Else is Done, 

 Only Words Remain. 

 Words Endure.  

Kate Moss 

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/For_when_all_else_is_done%2C_only_words_remain._Words_endure./325232/
http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/For_when_all_else_is_done%2C_only_words_remain._Words_endure./325232/
http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/For_when_all_else_is_done%2C_only_words_remain._Words_endure./325232/
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. 

 

 

For a few hours on August 4, 2015, I was elevated 
to the position of “Judge.” Tyler’s 24th Corporate 

Spelling Bee was held at the Crosswalk Conference 
Center at Green Acres Baptist Church, and for   

reasons I can’t explain, I was one of a panel of three 

judges to monitor the spelling skills of thirty-four 

contestants. What a blast! 

 

A fund raiser for the Literacy Council of Tyler, the 
event challenged seventeen teams consisting of two 

members each to correctly spell words as simple as 

“bandit” to words most of us have never known to 

exist, much less how to spell such terms as 
“stoloniferous.” (Even spellcheck does not recognize 

that word!) 

 

Adding to the fun, teams had the option to “pass” 

on an assigned word by using a “mulligan.” A mulli-

gan had to be purchased in advance and only one 
per team was allowed.  If the mulligan was invoked, 

the team was given a different word to spell, and for 
some of the teams, that was tantamount to jumping 

out of the proverbial frying pan into the proverbial 

fire.  One misspelled word by either team member 

and the team was eliminated. 

 

Another ploy teams could use, if they were willing 

to pay an additional $50 was the “stinger.” Like the 

mulligan, only one stinger could be purchased by a 
team.  If utilized, the stinger allowed a team  to 

completely avoid the spelling of a difficult word by 

passing that word on to a competing team. 

 

 

 

 

 

Adding to the festive and fun mood of the event,  

contestants and their cheering squads were encour-

aged to come in costume.  Many of them did so, and 

a prize was awarded to the individual or team  

judged (not by our three judge panel) to have the 

best costuming. 

 

In the end, a good time was had by all, and an      
unspecified amount of money was raised for the  

Literacy Council of Tyler.  At the end of the day, 

while only one team was able to lift the winning  
trophy, it was a win-win situation for                 

everyone...Including “Judge” Mayer! 

Marvin Mayer 

 and the Bee 
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The 22 Best Writing Tips Ever 

From: Melissa Donovan · @ 

http://bit.ly/1fMFpWs 

Good Luck, Good Writing, don’t forget to submit an article for the TNC! 

3.. 

These writing tips cover the basics and the most 

important aspects of writing. 

1. Do it. Write. 

2. Read as much and as often as you can. Remem-

ber, every writer is a reader first. 

3. Keep a journal or notebook handy at all times so 

you can jot down all of your brilliant ideas. If 

you’ve got a smartphone, make sure it’s loaded 

with a note-taking app. A voice-recording app 

also comes in handy for recording notes and ide-

as. 

4. Make sure you have a dictionary and thesaurus 

available whenever you are writing. When using 

a thesaurus always look up the words to make 

sure it is the one you really want. 

5. Be observant. The people and activities that sur-

round you will provide you with great inspiration 

for characters, plots, and themes. 

6. Invest in a few valuable resources starting 

with The Chicago Manual of Style andThe Elements 

of Style. 

7. Grammar: learn the rules and then learn how 

to break them effectively. 

8. Stop procrastinating. Turn off the TV, disconnect 

from the Internet, tune out the rest of the 

world, sit down, and write. 

9. Read works by highly successful authors to learn 

what earns a loyal readership. 

10. Read works by the canonical authors so you un-

derstand what constitutes a respectable literary 

achievement. 

11. Join a writers’ group so you can gain support 

from the writing community and enjoy camara-

derie in your craft. 

 

12. Create a space in your home for writing. 

13. Proofread everything at least three times 

before submitting your work for publica-

tion. 

14. Write every single day. 

15.  Start a blog. Use it to talk about your 

own writing process, share your ideas and expe-

riences, or publish your work to a reading audi-

ence. 

16.  Subscribe to writing blogs on the Internet. Read 

them, participate, learn, share, and enjoy! 

17. Use writing exercises to improve your skills, 

strengthen your talent, and explore  different 

genres, styles, and techniques. 

18. Let go of your inner editor. When you sit down 

to write a draft, refrain from proofreading until 

that draft is complete. 

19. Allow yourself to write poorly, to write a weak, 

uninteresting story or a boring, grammatically 

incorrect poem. You’ll never succeed if you 

don’t allow yourself a few failures along the way.  

20. Make it your business to understand grammar 

and language. Do you know a noun from a verb, 

a predicate from a preposition? Do you under-

stand tense and verb agreement? You should. 

21. Make it your business to understand grammar 

and language. Do you know a noun from a verb, 

a predicate from a preposition? Do you under-

stand tense and verb agreement? You should. 

22. Write, write, write, and then write some more. 

Forget everything else and just write. 

 

http://www.writingforward.com/author/melissa
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226104036?ie=UTF8&tag=writingforward-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0226104036
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0205313426?ie=UTF8&tag=writingforward-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0205313426
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0205313426?ie=UTF8&tag=writingforward-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0205313426
http://www.writingforward.com/better-writing/writing-process
http://www.writingforward.com/category/writing-exercises
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Carol Pennington 
 

For the month of August, I want to introduce one 
of our new members, Carol Pennington. Carol, a 

native Oklahoman, joined the ETWG a couple of 

months ago. 

Earning her BSN from East Central University in 

Oklahoma, her MBA at Texas A and M and her 
MSN at Aspen University, Carol spent most of her  

twenty year career as a registered nurse in the 
emergency department, until she became disabled 

as a result of Lupus and Cancer two years ago.   

She was a professional speaker for many years. I 
can't help but think she would make a great speak-

er at one of our general meetings, with twenty 

years as an emergency room nurse.  

"Retirement" has not slowed Carol down. She 

keeps busy with crafts, including quilting. Her first 
love is family; her husband, Anthony, four children 

and five grandchildren. She is happiest when she is 

surrounded by them. 

I don't know where she finds the time for her 
crafts, she lives on a farm with pigs cows and chick-

ens. She loves animals and she got to cross off pet-
ting a tiger from her bucket list. She admitted it 

was a baby, but it was still an ambitious feat, in my 

humble opinion.  

And if the crafting, and animal care isn't enough, 

she is an avid traveler. She visits one of her sons 
and his family three or four times a year in Puerto 

Rico, besides traveling to Italy, Croatia, and Sicily. 

Then there are her many cruises over the years. 
This September she will be exploring the Nether-

lands, Norway and the British Isles. 

Like all of us she enjoys reading and writing. She 

still has that book in her, but for now she has been 

published in Association of Operating Room Nurs-
es. and an article, published in Christian Woman 

Magazine, Choosing Our Attitude. Again, she is a good 

prospect for a speaker. 

Carol has no favorite authors, but prefers Christian 

women authors. Her taste in books and movies is 

geared toward classic and wholesome.  

Although she has no favorite songs, Carol enjoys 

listening to classical and a cappella gospel. 

I had to chuckle when I found out her pet peeve 

was people who blocked the aisles at the grocery 
store. I have now written several biographies for 

the TNC and with each pet peeve, I think to my-

self, yes, that is my pet peeve. Maybe I need to let 

some go.  

If you have not met Carol yet, please introduce 

yourself at the next opportunity. She is definitely a 

welcome addition to our association.  



 

 

Although attendance 

was small a great time 

was had by all of the 

members who  showed 

up for the Auctioning off 

of the East Texas     

Writers Guild Library. The auction was held at 

the Tyler Area  Chamber of Commerce, in the 

Genecov Room on July seventh. Over fifty 

books were laid out on tables, each with a red 

solo cup next to it in which bidders could place a 

ticket to show their interest . Like any bidding 

endeavor, those who had the most tickets in the 

cup established the highest opportunity to get 

the books they wanted. After thirty minutes of 

bidding, the cups were picked up and one by 

one a ticket was pulled from each cup and a   

winning ticket number called out. If yours was 

the winner you collected that book to add to your 

own home library. 

 The most fun part of the evening was 

watching as Lorna Penland won four copies of  

The Writers Market, spanning a ten year period 

along with approximately twenty other books. 

 Janice Ernest teased her because the 

one book she had packed the cup for went to 

Lorna. 

 Thomas Cryer missed getting two books 

that he wanted as they went to Lorna . With a 

smile on his face he teased her also. “I sure 

hope you won’t be riding through New Summer-

field anytime soon”. Then he said, “Oh wait a mi-

nute I’m in the process of becoming a highway 

patrolman now.” 

 Carl 

Kralich honed in 

with, “Guess 

there’ll be no 

highways for you.” 

 Of the $10.00 in tickets purchased by  

Janice Ernest, a friend who she gave three tick-

ets to won a book with all three tickets. Janice, 

well, she left with four books. 

 Kay who donated the books to be auc-

tioned from the library generously offered Lorna 

the four plastic containers that she had been 

storing the books in so that Lorna would be able 

to get her winnings home. 

 Several of us suggested that with Lorna’s 

luck we should all put money together and get 

her  to buy a lottery ticket. Who knows, had we 

done it, we might all be on a writing retreat in the 

Bahamas by now. 

 After the auction was over, Janice Ernest, 

TNC Editor passed out a Flash Card Fiction 

Challenge to those present. Each participant 

was given a playing card. They were to sign their 

name on the top half and tear it off. The signed 

half was put into a sealed envelope, and the  

other half was theirs to keep and use as their 

author name on their contest piece. They were 

given four words to use with specific instructions: 

Length 100-150 words, 12 pt. font. All were to be 

turned in by Nutz and Bolts  July meeting. 

 Look for the Winner Announcement in this 

newsletter. 

 Well, in the meantime, for future           

reference, should you need to borrow a book 

from the East Texas Writers Guild library, feel 

free to contact Lorna Penland. Hey and while 

you are at it, volunteer to bring refreshments to 

the meeting some time! 
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July Meeting was Library Auction and 

Flash Card Fiction Contest  
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.  
It Pays to 

Proofread   B-e-f-o-r-e . Not 
B4 , we speak  

English not bingo. 
 
 

 

Misspelled words can 

ruin your life. One 

man sent this text to 

his wife...'I'm having a 

great time, wish 

you were her.'  
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A CALL FOR hELp! 
 

Refreshment Fairy here to let you know that  starving writers need your help. 

Can you fill in the blank and bring refreshments to  one of the meetings  below? 

 

August:  Marvin Mayer __Janice Ernest_________ 

October  Max Nash  ____________________ 

November __________ ____________________ 

 

 

 

If so, contact Lorna Penland to sign up. 903-764-1782 or 903-520-5036 

Try both numbers please. 

 

 

Have you got your part yet? 

Still not too late to sign up to play a part in the   

Mystery Party. To sign up go to : 

http://bit.ly/1LrzTeP 

Coming Soon 
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More Just Plain Fun 

Always, always proof read 

 



 

Areas of writing interest: 

(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror  

 Mainstream  
 Romance  
       Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  

 Suspense 

 Westerns                  
Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   

Other: ________________   

East Texas Writers’ Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed 
in The Next Chapter 
are those of the re-
spective contributors 
only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the 
views of ETWG, its 
members, officers, 
board members, or 
the editor.  

Published      Aspiring      

Thank you to the Above  

Sponsors for their  

support. 

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and 

deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  re-

ceived by the last Monday of the 
month prior to the month in 

which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent 

paragraphs 0.3,  
 Fonts—12 pt. Times New 

Roman 
 Photos—jpeg with caption 

instructions 
 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 

Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 
PO Box 4597 • Tyler TX 75712  

Or 

Register and Pay On Line at www.etwritersguild.org,  

 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ ______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base by:_______________________ 


