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ETWG is dedicated to the memories of :  Pat Leonard and Kay Resnick, co-founders of the Golden Triangle Writers Guild, Beaumont, Texas,  

and Rita Gallagher, co-founder of Romance Writers of America, Houston, Texas. Countless writers owe their writing successes to these fine ladies. 

 

2015 ETWG Officers 

President—Roger Middleton 
Vice President—Sandra 

Clarke 
Recording Secretary—Lorna 
Penland 
Correspondence Sec—Pat 
LaVigne 
Treasurer—Marvin Mayer 
Historian—Linda Nelson Ellis 
TNC Editor—Janice Ernest 
Membership—Linda Pirtle 
Publicity—Trish Hamilton 
WebSmith—Nikki Brown 
Hospitality—Lorna Penland 
Founder—”K” Sellers 

 
Workshop Committee 
To Be Announced 
 
 

The Next Chapter 
July 2015 Edition 

East  Texas 
Writers’ Guild 

Since 2004 

July Nuts & Boltz 

July,  20, 2015 6:00 P.M. 

Braums on S. Broadway, Tyler, TX 

Topic:  Open Mike Night 

 

ETWG is Booming! 
Celebrating a Great Year So Far with More Fun To Come! 



Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 

Page 2 The Next Chapter 

 P r e s i d e n t ’s 

Perspective 

 

Annual Workshop a Great Success 

 

From the Evaluations we received, most attendees 

had a good time and learned a lot at the annual 
Workshop.  We did have four really good speakers 

with great information. The information keeps on 

coming, since the speakers had handouts at the 

Workshop and PowerPoint slides, newsletters, or 
blogs to receive later. The food and refreshments 

were great too, and the door-prizes were very 

worthwhile.  The writing contest was a great     
addition.  All-in-all, I think the Workshop was very 

well worth the cost of attendance.  All who 
worked to make it a success should give your self a 

well-deserved pat on the back for a job well done. 

 

We’ve had a chance to catch our breath, but we 

can’t afford to take it easy very long – it is time to 

begin planning for the 2016 Workshop.  I think we 
have proven we can have a bigger Workshop and 

make it pay for itself.  This year, some who wanted 

to attend were not able to because of  limited  

 

space.  We really hated that some were not able to 
attend; that was not providing ‘Opportunity’ for 

everyone. Also, if  we  start planning now, work 
hard and do more advertising, we can have an even 

better workshop next year. 

 

We are looking for volunteers!  If you worked on 

it this year, you are most welcome back.  If you did 

not, you are encouraged to get in on the greatest 
Workshop ever. With your help, we can do it. 

Let’s  

 

 
Make 2016 the Biggest 

and the Best!   

 

2015 Schedule 

Come Join Us for These Great Speakers: 

August:  Carol Braswell, The Ups and Downs of Self Publishing 

September:  Mystery, Mayhem, and Merriment 

October:  James Cowart, Justice of the Peace 

November:   

December:  Christmas Party 



 

 

Meet The Speaker for August 

Page 3 The Next Chapter 

East Texas Writers Guild 

Is Proud To Present 

Carol Braswell, 

Writer of Dreams, Author of Make Believe, 

Storyteller  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On August 10, 2015, at our general meet-

ing, we are fortunate to have a published 

author speak to us on a subject near and 

dear to all our hearts---Publishing. Her 

presentation, entitled, The Ups & Downs of 

Self-Publishing, will answer a lot of those 

nagging questions you have. And probably 

a few questions you haven’t thought of. Yet. 

 

 

Mrs. Braswell has been writing stories for 

over 20 years. She took it seriously 6 years 

ago when the The Wild Rose Press accepted 

and published her first book. When the Past 

Came Back, which is now in a major re-

write, along with its sequel to be published 

in the near future. Recently she has written 

3 books in The Garrett Series. Finding Amy, 

Saving Jamie, and Justin’s Gamble. Justin’s 

Gamble will be published at the end of June 

2015. Here’s a sneak peek: 

Amy and Jamie are identical twins and 

can’t seem to stay out of trouble. Along 

comes Texas Ranger Carson Garrett to find 

and save Amy. In the second book, FBI 

Agent Rex Garrett has to come to the aid of 

Jamie. The third book finds the third broth-

er, Justin Garrett, in a mess in Las Vegas 

with a beautiful stripper. He has no experi-

ence in chasing bad guys. He only went to 

Vegas for a Veterinarian Conference. 

Currently, Mrs. Braswell is working on   

another suspense novel about a polygamy 

compound, a girl who lost her memory, and 

a determined small town sheriff. 

Mrs. Braswell lives in East Texas with her 

real life hero husband, two barnyard cats, 

and two very spoiled Maltese. She and her 

husband enjoy traveling the USA and fish-

ing. Her laptop is never far from her side on 

their trips and the locations turn up in her 

books. 



 2015 ETWG First Chapter  

Award Winners 
The East Texas Writer’s Guild  in cooperation with Venture Galleries held  a very special contest this year, 

the 2015 First Chapter Contest. Thanks to Caleb Pirtle and Venture Galleries entries were received from 

around the globe. When the judging was completed the list of winners is as follows: 

 

Category One Published Works 

 

 

Second Place 

Jennifer Chase 

Dark Pursuit 

A Crime Thriller 

California 

 * 

Third Place 

Heather Siegal 

Out from the Underworld 

A Memoir 

New York 



                                      

Category  One 

Published Works 
 

 

Carroll Sinclair 

Tree of Justice 

Historical Fiction 

Texas 

* 

Ray Stone 

Twisted Wire 

A Political Thriller 

Cyprus 

* 

Janis Thornton 

Dust Bunnies and Dead Bodies 

Cozy Mystery 

Indiana 

* 

Gae-Lynn Woods 

A Case of Sour Grapes 

A Mystery 

Texas 

* 

Helen Osterman 

Song of the Rails 

A Romance 

Illinois 

 

 

 

Top Ten Semi-
Finalists 

Category One  

Published Works 

Shalanna Collins 

April, Maybe June 

Young Adult/Fantasy 

Texas 

* 

Jim Ainsworth 

Rails to a River 

Mainstream Southern Fiction 

Texas 

* 

Philip L. Levin 

Princess Priscilla’s Dragon at the Door 

Tween Fantasy 

Mississippi 

* 

Richard Brawer 

Love’s Sweet Sorrow 

Romantic Suspense 

New Jersey 

 

Oliver P. Chase 

Blind Marsh 

Mystery Thriller 

Mississippi 
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Top 10 Semi Finalists in the Category One 
Published contest continued. 

* 

Maryann Miller 

Doubletake 

A Mystery 

Texas 

* 

JoAnn Smith Ainsworth 

Expect Trouble 

Paranormal Suspense 

California 

* 

Scott Bury 

Army of Worn Soles 

World War II Memoir 

Canada 

* 

Stavros Halvatzis 

The Land Below 

Postapocalyptic 

South Africa 

* 

Bill Flynn 

The Beddington Incident 

Historical Fiction 

New Hampshire 

 

 

 

 

First Place 

Tiger Wiseman 

Chill Well Before Killing 

Mystery 

Connecticut 

* 

Second Place 

Paul Paris 

Flight Risk 

Historical Fiction 

Texas 

* 

Third Place 

Thonie Hevron 

With Malice Aforethought 

Mystery Thriller 

California 

  

Finalists 

Patricia J. La Vigne 

Cool Murder 

Mystery 

Texas 

* 
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Category 2 Unpublished  Works 



Page 7 The Next Chapter 

 Category 2 Unpublished  Continued 
FCEtier 

A Year without Killing 

Conspiracy Thriller 

North Carolina 

* 

Jean Lauzier 

Dragons of Blue Water 

Fantasy 

Texas 

* 

Vivra P.Beene 

The Ravenwood Portal 

Young Adult Paranormal 

Texas 

* 

Maryann Miller 

Evelyn Evolving 

Mainstream 

Texas 

Semi-Finalist 

Cyndi Lord 

An Eye for an Eye 

Thriller 

Texas 

* 

Marvin Mayer 

The Adventures of Preston & Oliver 

Children’s Chapter Book-Texas 

 

Janice Ernest 

Queeny 

Fiction 

Texas 

* 

Janis Thornton 

Dead Weight 

Paranormal Mystery 

Indiana 

* 

Jane Gorman 

A Blind Eye 

Mystery 

New Jersey 

* 

Lorna Penland 

A Man of Honor 

Murder Mystery 

Texas 

* 

Galand Nuchols 

Play the Cards You Are Dealt 

Young Adult Fiction 

Texas 

* 

Sherry Scarpaci 

The 13th Victim 

Mystery-Illinois 
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Continued Semi Finalists in the Un-

published Category. 

 
Claude Forthome 

The Day’s Madness: Wildfire 

Literary 

Italy 

* 

Shalanna Collins 

The Darkness at the Center 

Young Adult/Fantasy 

.Author Marvin Mayer Takes 

his Books to Bullard and Reads 

to the Children There 

 

There were over fifteen children 

in attendance at the Bullard      

Library on July, 21, 2015. Marvin  

read from all of his books. The 

kids loved it. He did a great job. 

 
Photo taken and submitted by Linda Nelson Ellis  
  

Get to Writing! 

Next Years Contest 

Will be Getting 

Bigger and Better! 



The East Texas Writer’s Guild hosted its annual 

workshop on July 11, 2015. This workshop included  
four professional  author/speakers and covered four 

areas of writing:  Harry Hall  spoke on Sales and 

Marketing,  Sarah Cortez spoke on Poetic Prose 
Techniques to Use in Your Work,  Pattie Ball, aka 

Ann Everett spoke on the Self Publishing Process, 
and Carmen Goldtwaite spoke on Voice, Author,      

Character and Point of View. 

The venue at which this event was held was the Ty-
ler Area Chamber of Commerce, Genecov Room 

on North Broadway in downtown Tyler. The room 
was filled to capacity  blocking excess registrations. 

The Guild will be seeking a larger facility for this 

event next year so more writers may attend. 

This is also the first year that the Guild sponsored a 

“2015 First Chapter Writing Contest.” Winners  are 
announced on pages four through eight in this news-

letter.  Below are some of the comments people 

said when asked about the Workshop: 

 

“For someone who is new to writing, the workshop really 

hit the spot. It was a great introduction for me. I was 
inspired and  had a lot of fun. I’m looking forward to 

next year.” 

 Teri Liptak 

 

“I like the different perspectives and topics addressed by 
the four speakers. My favorite, if I had to choose was 

Harry Hall with his presentation style. Each of the 

speakers brought good solid information. I look forward 

to next year.” 

 Nikki Brown, ETWG Websmith 

 

“It was absolutely fantastic !  I think it was  our best 

year ever! All of the speakers had great stuff to share.  If 
I am available next year I will certainly be attending be-

cause I like this workshop very much.” 

 Evelyn Byrne Kusch, Author, Owner of Whitebird 

Publications. 

  

2015 A Workshop to Remember 

Harry 

Hall 

 

Sarah  

Cortez 

Pattie Ball 

aka  

Ann Everett 

Carmen 

Goldtwaite 

Looking for a few good 

folks to help plan next 

year’s seminar.. Want to be 

one? Just Ask Roger     

Middleton, ETWG.. 
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July 11, 2015  Workshop Pics. 
Thank you to Linda Nelson Ellis for these great photos. 

 

Janice Ernest and Brinda Carey congrat-

ulate Author, Pat LaVigne on her win in 
the ETWG 2015 First Chapter Compe-

tition. 

The room was filled to capacity as 

Pat LaVigne got up to introduce 

Harry Hall, our first speaker of the 

day. 

Linda Pirtle introduced  Sarah 

Cortez, our second speaker of 

the day. 

Linda Pirtle announces 

the Winners of the 
ETWG 2015 First    

Chapter Contest 

Ann Everett Spoke about Self 

Publishing.  

Nancy Larson introduces speaker 

Carmen Goldtwaite 
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Our speakers were gracious enough to host a panel discussion at the end of the day in which they fielded 
questions from the attendees. 

 
To all of you who attended, also to our sponsors and supporters 
and to our wonderful speakers: 
Thank you all for making this the best year yet! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
All of us at East Texas Writers Guild. 

 East  Texas 
Writers’ Guild 

Since 2004 

Good Luck, Good Writing, don’t forget to submit an article for the TNC! 

3.. 

East  Texas 
Writers’ Guild 

Since 2004 



 

  THE NEW WORLD OF IMAGINARY ILLNESS 

By Hugh Neeld 

  

Ever since I reached “Senior Citizen” status, I’ve suf-

fered from a variety of ill-defined aches and pains, 

diagnosing myself with everything imaginable. But, 

since discovering such on-line medical help as 

WebMD, I’ve had a new world of imaginary illnesses 

opened up to me. 

  

For instance, I used to think my headaches were 

really bad migraines. But last week, while searching 

East Texas Medical Center’s web site, I learned 

about something more serious called Cranial AVM. 

Along with head ache pain, AVM may also result in 

dizziness, loss of concentration and impaired vision. 

I immediately thought, “Hey! That’s exactly what 

happens to me.” 

  

In addition to searching medical web sites, I even 

check bulletin board services for terminally ill pa-

tients so I can improve my self-diagnosing abilities. It 

sure beats thumbing through our two-volume Physi-

cian’s Desk Reference, which I’m pretty sure caused 

my carpal tunnel syndrome. It felt great to throw 

the damn thing into the trash, except I slipped a disc 

in my back when I did. 

  

Every day, if I feel up to it, I log on to learn more. 

With the medical resources available on the net, 

anyone can diagnose themselves with amazing accu-

racy. Last week I was on the Chronic Fatigue Syn-

drome Message Board, talking to other sufferers like 

myself. I can’t begin to tell you how reassuring it is 

to communicate with other people who, not only 

are going through the same thing, but who know 

that this is not just “all in my head.” 

  

You need to know, however, that web-based medi-

cal diagnosis is not an exact science. It’s all to com-

mon for a person who knows they’re sick to enter 

they’re symptoms only to get a response back say-

ing, “Nothing is wrong.” If that happens, get a sec-

ond opinion from another web site, or if a web sit is 

asking you “yes” 

or “no” ques-

tions about your 

symptoms, just 

answer “yes” to 

all of them. This 

way you’ll get a 

longer list of 

conditions or 

diseases  you 

might have. 

  

Let me close with one final word of caution: Com-

puters are great, but if you spend too much time in 

front of one, you run the risk of developing chronic 

ocular strain, also monitor radiation poisoning, 

which I suspect played a part in my recent brain tu-

mor scare. If your computer does make you sick, 

though, remember—you can also use it to make 

yourself better. 

  

                                                                            

 A thought to ponder: 

  

Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal injection? 

  

putterhugh@suddenlink.net 
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The spotlight this month is on Bill Tyson. Bill joined 

the ETWG about the same time I did, three years 

ago. From the beginning he had everyone's attention 

when he shared a short piece of flash fiction, describ-

ing a woman, walking in the Kalahari Desert, in Afri-
ca. His imagery was exquisite. I, for one was trans-

ported there. I now understand how he could relate 
to such an exotic place. He lived in the Republic of 

South Africa for over fourteen years.  

Born in Fort Worth, Texas, to a military family, Bill 
did a lot of traveling and attended nearly a dozen 

schools before graduating from high school in Amaril-

lo, Texas. 

Bill got his degree as Bachelor of Science in Biblical 

Studies at Abilene Christian University after also at-
tending Texas A and M and Southwest Texas in San 

Marcos. 

In his younger days, Bill was most happy when he was 

camping, hiking, 4x4ing, and back packing through the 

African wilderness. Now, he is content to spend his  

 

 

Bill Tyson 
 

free time with his wife, Shelly, their family, and most 

of all their five grandkids. He loves to travel, when 

possible. Bill also lists writing, reading, history and 
culture of Africa and its history, and culture of Biblical 

lands and times, as favorite pastimes.  

Besides ETWG, Bill is a member of the Shiloh Road 

Church of Christ. He is also Vice President of NAMI 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) in Tyler. 

Bill's music interests are eclectic and interesting;  

Amazing Grace , Theme from Crocodile Dundee, Un-
chained Melody, and Ipi  Ntombi. I took his challenge to 

look up the latter of his list. I now challenge all of 

you. I became a fan.  

Not surprising, one of Bill's favorite movies, is Out of 

Africa. Spending so many years there, he must have 

appreciated the spectacular scenes.  

The list of Bill's favorite authors are; Wilbur Smith, 

Phillip Yancey, Lee Strobel, J. R. R. Tolkien, and Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle. His favorite books are; The Bi-

ble, The Other Wiseman, The Man Eaters of Tsavo, The 
Lunatic Express, The Washing of the Spears, I Heard the 

Owl Call My Name, The Hobbit, The Lord of the Ring Tril-

ogy, and Sherlock Holmes.  

Bill has one book published, The Ghost of Grandpa 

Wills: The Road West. After signing up with White 
Bird Publishing, he is in the process of reediting and 

republishing his book, with more material added. 

 Being semi-retired, Bill looks forward to watching his 

grandchildren grow up, writing more books and see-

ing his first books made in to movies.  

His pet peeve and concern is the current events of 

the country he loves.  

I am sure, after reading this piece about Bill Tyson, I 

am not the only one who will have more questions 

about this interesting man. Next time you see him at 

a meeting, ask. 

 



June Meeting in Review 

The Guest Speaker was: 

Police Officer Tommy Cryer 
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Photography by Linda Nelson Ellis 

Officer Cryer demonstrated the equipment 

each officer is required to carry and use. 
The room was crowded with ETWG mem-

bers  eager to  hear Police Officer, Tommy 

Cryer speak about a  Day in the Life of a 

police officer. Not only did he speak, but he 

demonstrated all the accouterments a police 

officer must strap to his belt. He answered 

questions about when to take action and 

when not to take action . Also, he talked 

about his experience s with traffic stops as 

well as how a police officer handles walk-

ing up on a crime scene. The group had 

many questions for him. 

Officer Cryer receives a Certificate of 

Thanks from the Guild for speaking. 
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I know I’m preaching to 

the choir when I say 

that every author needs 

a critique group or part-

ner. But it can’t be em-

phasized enough. Writing is a lonely activity, 

and a critique group not only provides help, but 

is a great social outlet. 

      Sometimes either you don’t fit the group, or 

the group doesn’t fit your needs. Okay. Bid 

them a fond farewell, stay friends with them, 

and move on. Somewhere out there are those 

who will respond to your needs as an au-

thor/friend. 

      The very first group I belonged to met at the 

Troup Library every other Thursday. I guess 

we’d still be meeting together except for cir-

cumstances getting in the way. But it was 

through that group that my book, Wind-Free, 

saw its finalization and publication. For that I 

will be forever grateful to my writing sisters. 

      When the time came to disband, some of us 

remained together and added another member. 

We tried to find a suitable place for everyone to 

meet, and ended up at Panera’s in Tyler. Good 

food, great companionship. Pretty soon word 

got out and we ended up with five more mem-

bers. We moved to another section of the res-

taurant, but soon realized that ten people were 

too many for effective discussion, and the room 

wasn’t conducive for communicating. The orig-

inal four ended up together again and chose to 

meet at Braum’s. We have continued this rela-

tionship for several months now. The work is-

progressing as every other week we try to send 

another chapter to the other members. We make 

our comments online, print out the copies, bring 

them to Braum’s, and discuss where we have 

excelled, what needs to be worked on, and offer  

 

 

 

encouragement to each other. 

     We each are writing different genres—

romance, humor, mystery, historical-romance. 

Yet the basis for discussion is the common 

ground of writing, and producing a product that 

will appeal to other readers. Rarely, does some-

one say something about how to market the 

books when they are finished. Right now, we 

concentrate on doing the best work we can. 

     There is great satisfaction in composing a 

story that people will want to read. Even though 

writing can be a lonely activity, we know we 

are not alone in the final analysis. Probably the 

best part of a cohesive critique group is the 

bond of friendship that develops over the 

months and years. Like the commercial for a 

certain credit card says, “Priceless.” 

THE IMPORTANCE OF  

A CRITIQUE GROUP  

By Pat LaVigne 

Critique Groups must really 

work. Pat was one of the fi-

nalists in the 2015 East Tex-

as Writers Guild First Chap-

ter Competition. 

 

She is also the author of 

Wind Free, a wonderful sto-

ry about a girl and her 

horse. 
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A CALL FOR hELp! 
 

Hi Y’all: 

 

Refreshment Fairy here to let you know that  these starving writers need your 

help. Can you fill in the blank and bring refreshments to  one of the meetings be-

low? 

 

August:  Marvin Mayer ____________________ 

October  Max Nash  ____________________ 

November __________ ____________________ 

 

 

 

If so, contact Lorna Penland to sign up. 903-764-1782 or 903-520-5036 

 

 

Have you got your part yet? 

Still not too late to sign up to play a part in the   

Mystery Party. To sign up go to : 

http://bit.ly/1LrzTeP 

Coming Soon 
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Test Your Brain 

Question: There are three words in the English language that end with the letters 'g', 'r', and 

'y'. Two are "hungry" and "angry." The third word is something everyone uses every day. Every-

one knows what the third word means. What is the third word?  

 

Question: Which eight-letter word still remains a word after removing each letter from it?  

 

Question: Which word does not belong in the following list: Stop cop mop chop prop shop 

or crop?  

Answers: 
Question 1. The answer is "energy." The riddle says that the word ends in the letters g-r-y; it says nothing about the 

order of the letters. Many words end with "-rgy," but energy is something everyone uses every day 

 

Question 2.  STARTING: Starting-Staring-String-Sting-Sing-Sin-In-I.  

Question 3.  The Word ‘or’ 



 

Areas of writing interest: 

(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror  

 Mainstream  
 Romance  
       Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  

 Suspense 

 Westerns                  
Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   

Other: ________________   

East Texas Writers’ Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed 
in The Next Chapter 
are those of the re-
spective contributors 
only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the 
views of ETWG, its 
members, officers, 
board members, or 
the editor.  

Published      Aspiring      

Thank you to the Above  

Sponsors for their  

support. 

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and 

deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  re-

ceived by the last Monday of the 
month prior to the month in 

which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent 

paragraphs 0.3,  
 Fonts—12 pt. Times New 

Roman 
 Photos—jpeg with caption 

instructions 
 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 

Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 
PO Box 4597 • Tyler TX 75712  

Or 

Register and Pay On Line at www.etwritersguild.org,  

 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ ______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base by:_______________________ 


