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THE PRESIDENT’S PERSPETIVE  

Continuing with the topic of our 

Guild’s motto, I write today about Op-
portunity.  The Guild offers the oppor-

tunity to develop your writing skills 

by writing for flash fiction contests and writing 

prompts which are usually offered through this 

TNC newsletter. There are several critique groups 

within the organization to help improve your works.  

If you cannot find one to suit you, you may start 

your own. Just make a request at our meetings for 

others to join you. You may get publishing credits 

by having articles published in this TNC. There is a 

standing request for articles from our members. You 

could probably even have a regular column if you 

wanted. You have the opportunity to learn about 

book fests and shows where you may promote your 

works. Some are free  and some require a modest 

fee for set up. If the fee is too much for you, you 

can usually find someone to share your table. At 

meetings, there is usually an opportunity to share 

news about completed works, contracts signed,      

covers developed, presentations to be made, etc. 

You may advertise your works in the TNC, on the 

Guild’s website, and on your own website. You can 

get a website through the Guild which is a great buy 

at  only $30 per year. And the best part of that web-

site is that you can get help from our own Webmas-

ter,   Nikki Brown. Facebook is a great addition to 

your marketing, and you can get help with that from 

the organization and link it to and from your web-

site and the Guild’s website. You may promote 

yourself by being added to our list of available 

speakers for other organizations. And there is NaN-

oWriMo. Although it is not officially connected to 

the Guild, it is promoted by the Guild and gives you 

the opportunity and challenge to write a 50,000 

word novel in 30 days to    encourage you to com-

mit to getting it done. 

You also have the opportunity to access infor-

mation gathered by other members by investigating 

the Resources list, also in the member’s area of the 

website. It is a list of many links to other places to 

obtain information related to writing/publishing/

marketing that others have found useful. 

An opportunity I rarely hear mentioned is avail-

ability to the Writers Market Online. From the 

member’s area of the Guild’s website, you have ac-

cess to their database of publishers, agents, contests, 

conferences, etc.  They are searchable by various 
categories, including: fiction, non-fiction, genre, 

state, those with websites, book formats, etc. There 

is a wealth of information there, and it is free to 

members. 

 

2015 Schedule 

Come Join Us for These Great Speakers: 

April: April Coker—-Bad Grammar Aint Good 

May: Annual Banquet—Caleb Pirtle III “There’s A Story Hidden in Everyone You Meet.” 

June:  Tommy Cryer—-”A Day in the Life of A Police Officer” 

July:   Writers Guild Library Auction—if time Janice Ernest “Know Yourself, Know Your Brand.” 

August:  Shari Parker—Shari Parker Publishing 

September:  Mystery, Mayhem, and Merriment 

October:  Prepare for NANOWRIMO 

November:  NANOWRIMO 

December:  Christmas Party 



 

Meet the Speaker For May 2015 
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East Texas Writers Guild is 

proud to  

Present: Caleb Pirtle III 

There’s a Story Hidden in Every-

one You Meet 

NOVELIST * SCREENWRITER 

*PUBLISHER 

This author of more than sixty books, 

both fiction and nonfiction, and is a speaker 

whose programs, both humorous and       

inspirational, have carried him across the 

United States from one coast to the other. 

Mr. Pirtle also travels the globe doing what 

he does best… peddling words. 

In addition, he is rapidly gaining recogni-

tion for his humorous and inspirational   

programs and workshops developed for 

writer’s conferences and writing groups that 

are working to better understand the        

advantages of creative writing/ publishing 

in the midst of the digital eBook revolution. 

Pirtle, whose experience includes:       

newspaper reporting, custom publishing, 

and teleplays for both CBS and TNT, 

served for a decade as travel editor for 

Southern Living Magazine. He and his 

wife, Linda, along with Texas attorney and 

novelist Stephen Woodfin, have developed 

Venture Galleries to publish, and market 

eBooks and audiobooks written by indie  

authors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Pirtle has al-

ways considered 

himself to be a thief. 

He says, “I’ve spent 

my whole life steal-

ing bits and pieces 

of other people’s 

memories, experi-

ences, and lives, then writing them down in 

newspaper    stories, magazine        articles, 

and books – both fiction and nonfiction.  

“I would be lost if they had not come along. 

I would have been terribly disappointed if 

our paths hadn’t crossed and I had not been 

able to sit down and talk to them for a 

while. I am convinced that everyone who 

walks across the street has a great story to 

tell if someone will just take time to listen.” 

Pirtle takes the time. He listens. He has 

been doing it all of his life. Many of their 

stories have woven their way into the more 

than sixty books and novels he has written, 

including such award winners as XIT: The 

American Cowboy, The Unending Season, 

Echoes from Forgotten Streets, and The 

Grandest Day. His article about Nick 

Rowe, the first American soldier captured 

during the Vietnam War, won the National 

William Randolph Hearst Award. 

(Article Continued on Page 5) 
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Critique Groups are Helpful 

By Janice Ernest 

I have been blessed over the last 
three years to have found a group 
of honest ladies to look at and criti-
cize my writing. They are in the   
critique group in which I participate 
two times a month. 

A critique group is composed of up to four people, 
each may write in a different genre, have a different 
voice and style, but each must be willing to be hon-
est in their opinions of your work. Also, each must 
be gracious in accepting the opinions of others on 
their work. 

What a critique group brings to the table is not only 
grammatical errors, sentence length errors, or char-
acter flaws. They add flavor to your writing. They 
are the honest readers who will tell you their likes, 
and dislikes, and in your writing doesn’t make 
sense. Often their ideas bring  to your sight positive 
changes for your manuscript. 

There is no secret to starting or meeting as a group. 
Look around you and find two or three other people 
who are willing to meet together with you and read 
each others manuscripts. Make sure to read each 
section of writing sent to  you and to respect the 
other writers method, or voice. Not everyone is 
you. Then ask necessary questions  you have in or-
der to do your best critique. 

Then, when you arrive at the meeting, come          
prepared. Acknowledge that you will be hearing 
some real feedback, not always pleasant. Bring a 
copy of your work from that week so that you can 
follow along during the critique. Then, hold on to 
your seat. 

The group will ask you questions about your charac-
ters,  number of words in sentences, repetitive 
word use. They may remind you of time changes in 
your  work, pacing issues, even page numbers. With 
the opinion of two of three others you will see an         
improvement in the work you publish.  

You may not use all of the suggested changes, but 
their help will bring greater awareness to your own 

writing and in many cases, encourage 
you to learn more about the grammar, 
punctuation, genre, timing, character 
foundations which will make you the 
bestselling author you always wanted 
to be. 

Last but not least, I have been so 
blessed to be part of a great group of 
writers who recently, as I went through 
some trials in my life were there, hon-

est, encouraging and uplifting. They are a group of 
folks I know I can count on as I travel on my writing 
and life journey. 

Dear Guild Members: 

 

Thank you all so much for your positive thoughts 
and e-mails, as well as any of  you who helped on 
My Give Forward account. With  your help 
and prayers, I was blessed to have enough mon-
ey to  satisfy the hospital  coffers for now and to 
pay my doctor. 

I am glad to report and to thank you and  the 
gracious and merciful God I serve for the won-
derful outcome  from my surgery.  

I was found to be free of cancer. 

Again, God bless you all for your prayer and 
thoughts, 

 

Janice  Ernest 
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(Speaker of the Month, Caleb Pirtle,    

continued) 

His novel, Secrets of the Dead, was a semi-

finalist for best Indie Book of the Year. Other 

novels include Conspiracy of Lies, Deadline 

News, and Wicked Little Lies. 

He also wrote the   

acclaimed Gamble in 

the Devil’s Chalk, the 

true story of the fight 

and feuds between 

oilmen battling for 

riches in the Austin 

Chalk. And he has 

written the teleplays 

for three television 

movies:  

The Gambler V: Playing for Keeps, Wildcat: 

The Story of Sarah Delaney and the Doodle-

bug Man for CBS, and The Texas Rangers 

for TNT. 

In the beginning, Pirtle was a newspaperman. 

He loved the frenetic pace that met him eve-

ry day at the Fort Worth Star-Telegram where 

his articles won the Associated Press and 

Headliner’s Awards. At Southern Living 

Magazine, his writings earning him the Na-

tional Discover America Award three times, 

and he was named Travel South’s Man of the 

Year. 

For a decade, he wrote about destinations, to 

be sure, but Pirtle always wrote about the 

people he met along the way. As he said, “A 

great historian, R. Henderson Shuffler, taught 

me years ago that what happens is never as 

important as the people who make it happen. 

So some people collect coins and stamps. I 

collect stories and people.” 

 

This dynamic “used word salesman” is 

our guest speaker at our anniversary banquet 

meeting May 11th, held at Brunos restaurant 

in Tyler, Texas on Old Jacksonville Hwy. 

Join us at 5:30 pm. for dinner. The meeting 

will begin at 6:30 pm.     

A few of his other 

books are shown 

below: 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of his books 

are available on 

Kindle, Bookstores 

near you and on 

Nook. He would love the opportunity to 

share with your group, is available for 

speaking engagements, and he can be con-

tacted through his website at: 

www.venturegalleries.com 
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Members Who Participated in the 

Palestine Dogwood Festival  Helped  

Encourage  Readers and Writers. 

Participants included Lone-star Writing  Work 

shop given by  Bobbie Shafer and Cathy Meyers 

and Authors: Valory Elliot and  Charles Hayes, 

Marvin Mayer,  Deborah DR Kralich,  Karl 

Kralich, and  Johanna Cryer, along with Olivia 

Hardin, Carroll Mart Sinclair,  and Linda Nelson 

Ellis.  
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Charles Hayes Carroll Mart Sinclair 

Linda Nelson Ellis 

(she’s the one on the 

left) 

Deborah DR Kralich, 

Johanna Cryer, and 

Karl Kralich 

Linda Nelson Ellis Valory Elliot 

Olivia Hardin Cathy Myers and Bobbie Shafer taught a work-

shop which was informational and inspirational. 

Thank you, Palestine Public Library for giving our authors a chance to share 

and network together. It is an encouragement to each of us when a new read-

er comes on board, and exciting to watch new writers  develop their skills. 

Again, thank you for this great opportunity. 

Sincerely,  All of us at the East Texas Writers Guild 

Thank 
You 
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It was a dark and stormy night...sound familiar? March 9, 2015 at the regular meeting of the 
ETWG our attendance was a bit low. It may have been gloomy outside, but nothing but sunny in the COC 

building. Our speaker, Melinda Richarz Lyons, enlightened us with her presentation on Tackling the Task of 

Editing. The clouds were lifted by clear answers to our questions.   
                      

 

 
 

 
 

The East Texas Writers 

Guild is a place to join with 

other writers in learning 

about the art and skills nec-

essary to write and publish.  

Approximately one half of 

our current members are ei-

ther currently commercially 

published or self published.  

We invite you to come and 

be a part of a fun, supportive, 

intelligent, sharing group of 

writers. 

We are all here to learn, sup-

port, and encourage each 

other in our writing careers. 

If you would like to learn 

more about writing and 

would like to meet others interested in this art, please feel free to join us   

at a meeting. Our member dues are inexpensive and      

the information you will gain is worth every penny 

spent. 

Hope you will come and  join us soon! 
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Kasandra “Kassy” Paris 

Almost everyone has seen bumper stickers that say 

something to the effect that the driver wasn’t born 

in Texas but he/she got here as quick as he/she 

could. That would be back in 1955 when she moved 

from her birthplace, Dallas, to the Piney woods 

most of us now call home. 

There is something special about the letter ‘K’ as it 

relates to the Paris family.  Our Kassy has three 

sisters, Kristina, Karolyn, and Katrina.  She also at-

tended Kilgore College and while I can’t prove it, 

I’d be willing to bet I know her favorite breakfast 

cereal. Anyone care for a bowl of Special-K? 

Kassy’s education wasn't limited to her years at Kil-

gore College. She also attended Stephen F. Austin 

State University and East Texas Baptist University. 

Nor has she limited her effort to broaden her writ-

ing interests by associating with just ETWG. She is 

an active member of ETWA (East Texas Writers 

Association,) ACFW (American Christian Fiction 

Writers,) and ETCW (East Texas Christian Writ-

ers.) 

Let’s see. She is one of four Paris daughters. She is 

active in four institutions of higher learning.  Sur-

prise, surprise, she now has more than four pub-

lished books to her credit.  Some of them are Her 

Home or Her Heart, First I’m Nobody, Redigo’s Choice,  

and Beneath the Texas Sky. 

Kassy says she is happiest when surrounded in har-

mony and peace, which may speak to her choices of 

recreational pursuits; traveling to out of the way 

places in Wyoming where she enjoys spectacular 

vistas and few people. She also collects minerals/

rocks, shells, sand, fabrics (loves quilting), and 

books.  She 

claims never to 

be without a 

book.  Could 

this be a key to 

her writing suc-

cess? 

Together with 

writing partner, 

Elaine Powell, 

Kassy’s goals 

include writing/

publishing more 

books under the Kasandra Elaine pen name, to be 

published as a solo author, and to build a profitable 

freelance editing service. She obviously has the cre-

dentials and the talent to achieve all of those goals. 

 

 

 

 

“Don't over edit. Don't second-guess your-

self, or your ideas. Just write. Write every day, 

and keep at it. Don't get discouraged with 

the rejections. Tape them up on your office 

wall, to remind you of all the hard work you 

put in when you finally start getting pub-

lished! It's all about persistence and passion. 

And have fun with it. Don't forget to have 

fun.”  

― Heather Grace Stewart 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1070423.Heather_Grace_Stewart
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Writers Digest 

had this to say 

about Brock-

sport: The 

Maynard June-

bug Series. 

 

“Jake (who is 
pretty damn fun-
ny). I love your 
names, (Melody 
Maltball). They 
convey an imme-
diate sense of 
whimsy. 
“I love the overall 
conversational 
tone. It really does feel like you are sharing 
gossip with a friend. Your descriptions are de-
lightfully precise (the woman walking along the 
highway). What a terribly touching story about 
the ballet slippers. 
“The funny monologue about the ambitious, se-
rious Maynard is hilarious. Your handling of dia-
logue overall is very smooth; you have a very 
sure grasp of the rhythms of speech (the bat, 
who was yelling “Human! Human! In bat lan-
guage—-a great line) 
 
“I can not tell you how much I appreciate your 
ability to make people laugh in writing. It is an 
extremely rare talent, and vastly under-rated. 
That said, I wish this book were longer, but I 
see that you have other volumes, so that is 
good to know I will be  able to follow some of 
these wacky characters in further adventures. 
You have concocted some truly vivid characters 
and relationships. I also appreciate the work 
you put into your settings. Brocksport is a lively 
and vivid place, and it is easy for the reader to 
picture himself in the story. Keep at it!  And 
good luck. 
 

“Judges Comment, : 
Writers Digest Self-
Published  E-book 
Awards.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Others Say: 
 
“Like the nibbling of fish on the shores of Lake 
Cavenclaw, Janice Ernest has given us a tanta-
lizing introduction into life in the small town of 
Brocksport. With a promise of more to come. 
Life is never dull in this Dumpling Capital of the 
World! One never knows who might be chatting 
with Reverend Tudor or Sheriff Longhorn at the 
Dixie Diner. And Officer Maynard Junebug suc-
ceeds in creating just a bit of mayhem while be-
ing “a watch dog for all that is good and inno-
cent.” Filled with good people like Maynard 
Junebug, and good fun, Brocksport is sure to 
remain the quintessential small town where the 
gossip is free and friendship is priceless. I can’t 
wait for more!” 

 
Elizabeth Earle, Author, 
Nurse, Mom and Lover 
of a good story. 
 
 
 
 
Janice Ernest is a Self 
Published Author who 
writes Humor, Ro-
mance, and mystery. 

Currently her Brocksport books may be found 
on Kindle and Amazon, or requested at your 
local book store. Her web site is: 
www.janiceernest.com and she invites you to 
like her on Facebook at  J Ernest, community 
page.. She  has several topics on which she 
speaks and would love to visit with and speak 
to your organization. 

Read  a Good Book Lately?   

See if This One is For  You! 

Brocksport: The 

Maynard Junebug 

Series 

Janice Ernest 
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Test Your Imagination with the 

prompts below. Write at least 

1000 words. Once finished, hand 
it to an honest friend and let 

them help you make it even bet-

ter, then submit it to the TNC. 

Before April 30, 2015. 

 

1. How long have you known about 

it? 

2. Jamie felt the cold sticky fluid… 

3. March, Men, March! 

4. Dragons do to exist! 

5. How could he/she have…? 

 

Have an article about writing you’d 

like to see in the TNC. Submit it by 

April 30, Submission Guidelines are 

on page 16. 

    Murder as the Organist Plays 

A mystery set in 1904 

By: Dorothy DR Kralich 

As the wedding music starts, the bride begins 
her long walk to the arms of her groom. But she 
will not finish the journey. The beautiful bride 
emerges stunned, blood on her dress. She 
stands alone, blood dripping from a dagger at 
her fingertips. Unknowing, his back to this sce-
nario, the organist plays on… The processional 
music is the soundtrack for the murder that 
shatters the wedding day.  
The celebrated political socialite goes from 
bride to victim to suspect in a matter of hours. 
Only one man, flamboyant and mysterious, 
stands between her and a noose or an asylum 
in this 1900s high society mystery thriller where 
political intrigue complicates all efforts to dis-
cern the truth. Turn of the Century picturesque 
East Texas is the setting for this mystery thriller 

with historical aspects. What happens next 
takes the reader on an exciting journey of mys-
tery, love and suspense with a completely  
twisted ending.   
      

You can see more books by this    
author on her website at: 
www.DeborahDRK.com  

 

Read  a Good Book Lately?   

See if This One is For  You! 

http://www.deborahdrk.com/
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Recipe for the      
Written Word 

 
You can create tasty composi-

tions by research, preparation, 

blending ideas, garnishing with active words, and 

spicing up when necessary. 

 

Recipe for Writing a Chapter 

Ingredients 

1 Hook 

1 TBS full of brevity 

Handful of supporting details 

5-7 Sentences 

2-4 Sentence variations 

Active verbs 

Strong nouns 

Pinch of adjectives and adverbs 

1 closing hook 

Directions 

1.Prepare a hook sentence that catches the 

readers attention. 

2.Be brief, medium-size para-

graphs, combine main idea and supporting details 

into 5-7 sentences. 

As flavors develop, drain off excess “to be” 

verbs such as is, am, are, was, and were. 

Stir in a generous helping of active verbs and 

strong nouns. Replace several subject-verb sentence 

starters with more interesting sentence variations. 

1.Arrange sentences neatly on a bed of lined 

paper, moving sentences and words around to 

achieve the desired effect. 

2.Garnish the composition with just enough 

adjectives and adverbs to add flavor and color. 

3.Wrap up the Chapter with a closing hook to 

whet the readers appetite for the next course.. 

Misspellings and incorrect punctuation will add 

bitterness, so sweeten the paragraph by making nec-

essary adjustments. 

Sample the composition. If it’s too 

thick, remove excess words or phrases. Substitute 

spicier words for repeated or flavorless ones. If the 

paragraph lacks seasoning, pepper it with a few 

more vivid words to taste. 

East  Texas 
Writers’ Guild 

Good Luck, Good Writing, don’t forget to submit an article for the TNC! 

3.. 

Writing became such a process of discovery that I couldn't 

wait to get to work in the morning: I wanted to know what I 

was going to say. ~Sharon O'Brien 

http://writeshop.com/why-active-verbs-trump-to-be-words/
http://writeshop.com/why-active-verbs-trump-to-be-words/
http://writeshop.com/pottery-barn-meets-sentence-variations/
http://writeshop.com/what-does-your-writing-reveal-about-you/
http://writeshop.com/5-tips-for-writing-concisely/


 

ON TURNING EIGHTY-SIX 

By Hugh Neeld 

  

It’s strange how certain birthdays stand out in your 

mind with special significance, isn’t it? Remember 

turning six? I do. That’s when I started school—a 

small step for a little boy—a giant leap for Fort 

Worth’s Public School System. 

How about thirteen? A teenager, at last! That was spe-

cial. Then there was twenty-one, a grown-up, in spite 

of what some of my uncharitable kin folks said. What 

a feeling of freedom and power. 

  

The next one that somehow seemed a milestone was 

thirty. That magic number conferred a feeling of wis-

dom and maturity. I’m not saying I was actually wise 

and mature. I’m saying that’s what I thought would 

happen. 

            

I remember forty and fifty, but for some reason didn’t 

consider them anything out of the ordinary. Sixty was 

a little different. That’s the first birthday that made me 

feel I was no longer “middle-age”. Rapidly approach-

ing, it seemed, was senior status. 

            

Sixty-five was a biggie. That was retirement time. The 

twilight years seemed right around the corner. Man, I 

hated that thought. The first change I noticed was that 

I’d started reading the obituaries before any other part 

of the paper. That was different. 

            

Turning eighty-five was semi-traumatic, but February 

17th I turned eighty-six. This one was a kick in the 

posterior extremities. When you reach that age you 

can’t help but start thinking about your past life and 

dwelling on all the things that could have been done 

differently with perhaps a more positive result.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One day recently at my desk my wife asked what I 

was writing about, and I told her it was a column 

about getting old. She told me emphatically to keep 

her name out of it. It was only when I asked her if 

child bride was one word or two that she relented. The 

little aging she’s done has been far more graceful than 

mine. 

            

In researching Aging on the internet, I ran across a 

joke about one of the most common afflictions of get-

ting old. It’s called A True Senior Moment: 

  

An old couple had dinner at the home of friends. After 

eating, the wives left the table and went into the kitch-

en. The two men were talking, and the host said, “Last 

night we went out to eat at this new restaurant. It was 

great.” 

  

His guest asked, “What’s the name of it?” 

  

The host thought and thought and finally said, 

“What’s the name of that flower you give to someone 

you love? You know… it’s red and has thorns.” 

  

“Do you mean a Rose” his friend asked? 

  

“Yes, that’s it! The host turned toward the kitchen and 

yelled, “Rose, what’s the name of that restaurant we 

went to last night?” 

  

Although I was down about turning eighty-six, my 

wife put a positive spin on it. She had read somewhere 

that the average life span of an American male today 

is 77.4 years. “Think about it,” she said. “So the bad 

news is you’re eighty-six. The good news is that 

you’ve already been given 8.6 years to get it together 

and make amends.” 
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(ON TURNING  EIGHTY SIX ) Continued. 

                            

Senility Prayer:     God grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked anyway. 
   The good fortune to run into the ones I do. 
                            And the eyesight to know the difference. 
 putterhugh@suddenlink.net 
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 Mystery and Mayhem will Rule at 

the September Meeting.  

A Casting Call is on the Way! 

East Texas Writers Guild Workshop  

July 19, 2015 from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. at 

Tyler of  Chamber of Commerce           

in the Genecov Room 

Seating is Limited! 
 

Early Registration Discount of 

$10.00 before June 12. 

Non-Members: $60.00 

Members:          $50.00 

Students:           $30.00 

Make Your Plan Now! 

Don’t be forced to Race at the     

Last Minute! 

Coming Soon 

mailto:putterhugh@suddenlink.net
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East Texas Writers Guild 

‘First Chapter’ Contest Rules 

AWARDS:  Eighteen ETWG Badges will be awarded as follows:  

        Ten Semi-Finalists                 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place Winners      Top Five Finalists 

 

The badges can be applied to the author’s book cover and website as well as used any way the author    

chooses to promote the book. 

 

Book reviews will be written for the top three finalists. 

 

NOTE:  Rules must be followed exactly and contest fees must be included for entry to be accepted.  Please 

read carefully and use the check boxes to help you ensure completion. 

Entry Rules 
Entries must be submitted no later than June 5, 2015 by digital entry to: 

FirstChapter@etwritersguild.org 
 

NOTE: Neither ETWG nor any of its members or any judge is responsible for late  

delivery of entries or lost entries. 

 
 

For each entry, a non-refundable fee of Ten Dollars ($10) must be made to ETWG via 

PayPal on the same date as the author’s entry is submitted.  

 

Category I: First Chapter – Published Work 
Your entry must be the first chapter from a novel  published between January 1, 2014 and            

June 1, 2015 to be considered eligible for this competition. Each author is limited to one entry in this 

category. 

 

mailto:FirstChapter@etwritersguild.org
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Category II: First Chapter – Unpublished Work 
Your entry must be unpublished and not accepted for publication. Published on line is considered 
published.  If accepted for publication after work has been submitted to this contest, the author is  

responsible for contacting the contest committee to have the entry pulled from the competition. Each 
author is limited to one entry in this category. 

 

NOTE:  All genres are accepted. Each author is allowed one entry per category.  

A Ten Dollar ($10) fee must be paid for each entry. 

 

FORMAT 

 

The chapter must be between 1,000 to 1,500 words. Any entry exceeding 1,500 words will be 
disqualified. Software used to prepare the manuscript must be Word compatible. 

Page Size:  8 ½” X 11”  

Spacing:   Double spaced 
Margins:  1” margins all around 

Font: Courier 12 pt. (This is to assure accurate word/page count and fairness of competition.  Use 
any other font and your entry will be disqualified.) 

Header:  Each chapter page must have the title of the book and its genre in the header and a page   
number in either the header or the footer.         

Cover Sheet: Each entry must have a cover sheet containing only the following information centered on 

the page: 

 

  Title of Book 
  Genre 

  Author’s Name 

  Complete Address 
  Telephone Number 

  Email Address 

  Word Count 

  Category (indicate either Category I or Category II) 
 

NOTE: Submit only one cover sheet.  Author’s name should not appear on subsequent pages. 

JUDGING 

This is a blind contest.  Judges do not see the author’s name or any other information about the    

author. No entrant knows the identity of any judge.  Each story will be judged by three judges. The judges’   

decisions are final. 



 

Areas of writing interest: 

(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror  

 Mainstream  
 Romance  
       Historical  
       Contemporary   
 Science Fiction  

 Suspense 

 Westerns                  
Childrens/Young adult ____  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   

Other: ________________   

East Texas Writers’ Guild 

P.O. Box 10074 

Tyler TX 75711 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

www.etwritersguild.org 

 

Opinions expressed 
in The Next Chapter 
are those of the re-
spective contributors 
only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the 
views of ETWG, its 
members, officers, 
board members, or 
the editor.  

Published      Aspiring      

Thank you to the Above Sponsors for their  

support. 

Bacon Chevrolet 
Maryanne Miller, Author, Editor, 
Screenwriter, and Public Speaker 

TNC 

Submission Guidelines and 

deadlines 

All  submitted data must be  re-

ceived by the last Monday of the 
month prior to the month in 

which art/ad/etc. will appear. 

 Length —up to 500 words. 

 Format—single space, indent 

paragraphs 0.3,  
 Fonts—12 pt. Times New 

Roman 
 Photos—jpeg with caption 

instructions 
 Send to : 

etwgmembers@hotmail.com 

ETWG Membership Application 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________                                                 

Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell_______________________  

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Regular Membership:  $ 24.00    

Married Couple Membership: $ 36.00    

Student Membership:   $18.00    

 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 
PO Box 4597 • Tyler TX 75712  

Or 

Register and Pay On Line at www.etwritersguild.org,  

 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ ______________ 

 Cash:   Check #: ____________ 

 Entered into data base by:_______________________ 


