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The President’s Perspective 

I thought I would take this space and 

opportunity to reflect on our Guild’s 
motto:  Support •  Opportuni-

ty •Education, starting in this issue with Support. 

Of all the aspects of Support the Guild offers to 
its members, the greatest one is Encouragement.  I 

have heard many testimonials to the importance of 
encouragement new members receive from our 

members. Many members have told that when they 
joined, they were unsure whether they would ever 

become published authors.  They had begun to 

write, but had not completed their work, and had no 
idea of how to get published when they finished their 

book.  Our members kind of take them under their 
wing, letting them know they understand because 

just a short time before, they too were in the same 

situation.  Through the encouragement they received 
from other members, they had the confidence to 

finish and to successfully obtain publication. 

Other means of support include offering empathy 
and suggestions during the struggles of the writing/

publishing process. Recognition is offered to those 
reaching milestones through our Member            

Announcements during our meetings. Through 

presentations, networking, emails, Facebook posts, 
and the Guild’s website, many resources are shared 

and recommended to help writers with topics which 
can help with the writing process. NaNoWriMo is an 

opportunity to provide an incentive for writers to 

get down to work and get it done. 

Over all, the Guild provides moral support and 

resources that help inspire our members to continue 
to work toward their dream of becoming a         

published and successful author.  Keep up the 

good work! 

 

2015 Schedule 

Come Join Us for These Great Speakers: 

April: April Coker—-Better Grammar 

May: Annual Banquet—Caleb Pirtle 

June:  Tommy Cryer—-Jacksonville Police Department 

July:   Guild Library Auction—Janice Ernest 

August:  Shari Parker—Shari Parker Publishing 

 

**The following months are currently open. Help the Vice President to fill these spots by 
suggesting subjects or speakers you would like to  see or hear about. 

 

September:  TBA 

October: 

November: 

December: 



 Meet the Speaker 

April 2015 
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East Texas Writers Guild is proud to         

present… 

April Nunn Coker 

Mrs. Coker will be our 

guest speaker for our April 

13th general meeting, 

which will be held at the 

Chamber of Commerce 

building in downtown    

Tyler at 6:30 pm. 

April Nunn Coker has been 

a writer as long as she can 

remember. She wrote     

stories from the time she 

was able to use a pencil, 

and remembers the book 

“Harriet the Spy,” which 

she read as a fourth grader, 

as being a catalyst for her 

writing. April’s writing 

skills came in handy during 

her career as a high school 

English and science teacher when she would 

write faculty newsletters and publish profes-

sional articles, but she didn’t fulfill her 

dream to publish a book until late in her    

career. “I’m Dreaming of a Black Christmas: 

A Holiday Survival Guide” was published in 

2006, and then her first novel, “Night    

Keeper,” came out in 2010. 

In addition to teaching and writing, April 

served as president of the Texas Association 

for Alternative Education, worked as the   

director of a disciplinary alternative school, 

and served as a Sunday school teacher for 

many years. 

April resides 

with her hus-

band Jimmy in 

Lindale. Their 

son Matt and his 

wife Taylor, who 

live in Dallas, 

just blessed 

them with their 

first grandchild, 

a little boy 

named Kipson. 

Their daughter 

Natalie lives in 

Lindale with her 

husband Bryan. 

April and Jimmy 

have three Bos-

ton terriers and a 

cat, and they en-

joy hunting, go-

ing to flea markets and estate sales, and 

spending time with their family. In addition, 

April works two days a week at Festival of 

Flags & Gift Wrapping in Tyler, keeps an  

antique booth in Mineola with her sister, 

works on home projects, and enjoys camping 

in her 1978 Scamp trailer. 



 

                         

Even more than writing in 
other genres, mystery writ-

ing tends to follow standard 

rules. This is because read-

ers of mysteries seek a par-
ticular experience: they 

want the intellectual chal-

lenge of solving the crime 
before the detective does, 

and the pleasure of know-

ing that everything will 

come together in the end. 

Of course, the best way of 
testing the mystery writing rules that follow is to 

read widely in the genre. See how others use them 

or how and when they get away with breaking them. 

1.  In mystery writing, plot is everything. 

Because readers are playing a kind of game when 

they read a detective novel, plot has to come first, 
above everything else. Make sure each plot point is 

plausible, and keep the action moving. Don't get 

bogged down in back story or go off on tangents. 

2.  Introduce both the detective and the cul-

prit early on. 

As the main character, your detective must obviously 

appear early in the book. As for the culprit, your 

reader will feel cheated if the antagonist, or villain, 

enters too late in the book to be a viable suspect in 

their minds. 

3.  Introduce the crime within the first three 

chapters of your mystery novel. 

The crime and the ensuing questions are what hook 
your reader. As with any fiction, you want to do that 

as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  The crime should be sufficiently violent -- 

preferably a murder. 

For many readers, only murder 

really justifies the effort of read-
ing a 300-page book while suita-

bly testing your detective's pow-

ers. However, also note that 
some types of violence are still 

taboo including rape, child mo-
lestation, and cruelty to animals. 

5.  The crime should be    

believable. 

While the details of the murder -- how, where, and 

why it's done, as well as how the crime is discovered 
-- are your main opportunities to introduce variety, 

make sure the crime is plausible. Your reader will 

feel cheated if the crime is not something that could 

really happen. 

6.  The detective should solve the case using 

only rational and scientific methods. 

Consider this part of the oath written by G.K. Ches-

terton for the British Detection Club: "Do you 

promise that your detectives shall well and truly de-

tect the crimes presented to them using those wits 

which it may please you to bestow on them and not 

placing reliance on nor making use of Divine Revela-

tion, Feminine Intuition, Mumbo Jumbo, Jiggery-

Pokery, Coincidence, or Act of God?" 

7.  The culprit must be capable of committing 

the crime. 

Your reader must believe your villain's motivation 

and the villain must be capable of the crime, both 
physically and emotionally. 

8.  In mystery writing, don't try to fool your 

reader. (continued on page 11) 
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Ten Rules for Writing Mystery 
From: www.about.com 

http://fictionwriting.about.com/od/glossary/g/plot.htm
http://fictionwriting.about.com/od/writingexercise1/ht/fowardmoving.htm
http://fictionwriting.about.com/od/glossary/g/antagonist.htm
http://fictionwriting.about.com/od/genrefiction/g/detectionclub.htm
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A Spring Day, You and I, and a Horseback Ride 

 
Together  we would ride 

Side by Side 

Me on the dapple mare 
You on the roan 

 
The Spring sun strikes through the trees along our path. 

The horses’ backs without saddles 
The horses’ manes our reins 

 

Their gait careful, slow, watchful in the wooded terrain 
But 

Oh---when we reached the clearing 
All caution to the wind! 

We raced at full gallop 
Setting them free and holding tight for the ride 

 

Reach the creek and cross to the pure green grass of the other bank. 
Wait as they put their heads down and eat the delicious moist tendrils. 

Munching, Crunching 
Muscles slack. 

 

We jumped down from our fiery steeds 
Petted them on the neck with a word of “Well done, well done. Go ahead and eat your fill.” 

While we, me and you, lay on our backs in the lush green bed and play a game of discerning shapes in the fluffy 

white clouds overhead. 

Our game interrupted by the nudge of a nose,  a shove, and a whinny. 
A call from our steeds to, “Get up, get up! Let’s go!” 

We rush up on your backs and follow our earlier tracks back home. 

Me on the dapple and you on the Roan. 
 

By Janice Ernest 
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  I would like to intro-

duce Valory Elliott, a 
member of ETWG for 

over two years. 

A native of Grapeland, 
Texas, Valory's family 

goes back several   gen-
erations in the   area. 

She and her   husband 

have four   children and 
six grandchildren. Two children chose to live in Cali-

fornia a few years, but have chosen to move back to 
their roots, making Valory quite    happy. Her family 

is a top priority.  

Valory, a nurse for 44 years, now retired, got the bug 

to write when she heard about Na No Wri Mo a 

couple of years ago. She took the challenge and 
wrote her first book, An Act of Honor, based on a 

recurring dream she had had for many years.  

Valory published the book and went on to writing a 
sequel to her first endeavor, An Act of Revenge, 

growing steadily in her story telling skills. She is in 

the process of finishing her third in what now is a 

trilogy, An Act of Will. The books are suspense/

romance, taking place in Texas and Colorado. 

Although retired, Val has a lot on her plate; looking 

after of her aging parents, helping with her grandchil-
dren, and taking care of her husband, James, of 48 

years. 

With her busy schedule she finds time to sing      
karaoke several times a month, playing board games 

and watching her grandkids play sports. Valory was 
active in softball in her younger days and still loves to 

watch professional baseball. 

An avid reader, Valory goes through a couple books 
a week. One of her goals is to improve her writing 

skills. Her devotion to reading is definitely a steady 
step towards that goal. She also attends as many 

workshops and book festivals as she can, with her 

busy life. 

Valory claims her pet peeve is punctuality. She hates 

to be late and doesn't appreciate others who keep 

her waiting, but from personal experience, she never 
makes you feel bad when you show up late. Her kind 

disposition won't allow it. Look for her at the     gen-

eral meetings and find out for yourself.  

 

Many of our members have been 

going through some difficult 

and discouraging times. It seems 

on some days, that the weather is 

clouded and grey, and hopeless-

ness seems to rule. Cold winds 

blow relentlessly through the 

holes in our souls. 

Know this, the fire is still there. 

The coals of hope still warm and 

waiting for you to blow on them, 

bringing light and peace back 

into your life.  Don’t go it alone. 

Come sit by the fire with us and 

receive a hug and comfort. You 

are not alone 
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Ever Been the Odd Man Out? 

X lives in lLan-

guageville with 

all the other 

letters, but he 

feels insignifi-

cant, and de-

cides that he 

should run 

away, but dis-

covers that the 

world is a diffi-

cult place to 

navigate with-

out the letter 

X. It is a story 

that enforces 

the idea that each and every one of us is         

important in the cycle of life. We all serve a    

purpose and we are all needed. This would be a 

great book to use to bolster confidence in       

children and adults. This simple message 

demonstrates a deep truth and mesage. Beauti-

fully illustrated by Michelle Munger.  Highly            

recommend for children and adults too.   

Janice Ernest 

Marvin Mayer is the author of 

this and several other chil-

dren’s books all of which are 

available on Amazon. He is 

also available for speaking 

engagements and books 

signings. His web site is 

www.kidsbooksbyMarvin.com 

 

 

 

 

Wind-Free 

Wind-Free is a must have for all young adults and an 

enjoyable read for all ages. The story of a young girl, 

a stolen horse, and a special bond, will have readers 

laughing, weeping, and cheering as they follow the 

journey of Wind-Free. This is a great book and even 

better gift for the holidays. Order it now and give 

yourself a treat.   

Bobbie Shafer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you love horses, you will thoroughly enjoy this sto-
ry.  The book is good, clean fun with the excitement 
of thoroughbred horse racing. Excellent read. 
 
Christy Taylor 
The author of this book is 
Patricia La Vigne who was a 
writer from an early age. 
Her first book, “Wind-Free” 
was born from a short fiction 
piece she wrote about a pic-
ture she was given as a 
writing prompt, a jockey on 
a race horse. Learn more 
about her at: 
 
Patricialavigneauthor.com 

Read  a Good Book Lately?   

See if These are For  You! 
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When Did I Get So Dumb? 
By Sandra Clarke 

 

     Every critique meeting, I learn this particular 

college graduate knows nothing about proper 

grammar. How is this possible? I made A’s in 

English, even college English, although I don’t 

recall hearing a thing about em-dashes. Suffice it 

to say, I’ve forgotten sentence structure, punctu-

ation, phrases and clauses, modifiers, parts of 

speech, etc., etc., the list could go on and on.  

     As much as I love to read, wading through 

English/Grammar books is not my idea of a good 

time. If it doesn’t have a good plot or an intriguing 

twist or a sappy love story or sweep me away on 

a fascinating adventure, I’m probably not going to 

stick with it. However, the desire to write well 

forced me to look up a few things and it’s been 

said the best way to learn something is to teach 

it.  So here goes… 

     Sentences should contain at least a noun and 

a verb. Use complete sentences. Separate claus-

es with commas. There are lots of rules about 

commas and semicolons, stick to them. Hint: 

short sentences eliminate a lot of those rules. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conjunctions are useful and necessary. Howev-

er, some editors have issues about sentences 

starting with "And" or "But". 

     Capitalize names. If you are using mom as a 

name, capitalize it. If only speaking about mom, 

don’t. Same thing with direction. Seasons are not 

capitalized, but months are. 

     Strong verbs are vital to writing well. Example: 

He looked at her. Better: He glared at her.  

     Numbers are spelled. Hyphenate all numbers 

between twenty-one and ninety-nine. Avoid the 

use of decimals or dollar signs.  

     Adverbs are a touchy subject. At best, limit 

their use. At worse, avoid like the plague. Hint: 

action eliminates the need for adverbs. 

     Hyphens connect words to another word. An 

en-dash is used in place of “to” when connecting 

relationships. An em-dash can be used in place 

of commas or parenthesis when separation with-

in a sentence is desired. All are highly effective---

and when used correctly---enhance one’s writing 

skill. 

               

      

      

 



Page 9 The Next Chapter 

East  Texas East  Texas 

 

.  

Good Luck, Good Writing, don’t forget to submit for TNC! 

Test Your Imagination with the prompts below. Write at least 5-8 

thousand words. See what you can come up with. Once finished, 

hand it to an honest friend and let them help you make it even 

better, then submit it to the TNC. Before March 25, 2015. 

 Words should not be repeated over and 

over.  Use a thesaurus. Limit he, she, and I. 

Punctuation marks belong on the inside of the 

parentheses when they belong to the parenthe-

tical material. Outside---when they belong to the 

main part of the sentence. 

     Start a new paragraph each time a different 

character speaks. 

     “Its” is used when it is possessive. “It’s” 

means it is or it has. 

     “Who” is proper when he sounds correct. 

“Whom” is proper when him sounds correct. 

     Look up the proper use of commonly misused 

words. Lay/lie, affect/effect, loose/lose, etc.  

     Be consistent with the tense. If you are writ-

ing past tense, don’t jump to present tense. 

 

     All professions employ tips and tricks-of-the-

trade. The craft of writing is no different. Hopeful-

ly, these few tidbits will help your progress as a 

writer. One final tip---nothing is a great a teacher 

as experience. Always, always write.  

1. 2. 
3.. 



 

WHEN IRISH EYES ARE SMILING 
By Hugh Neeld 

  

March 17th Is Saint Patrick’s Day – one of my favorite 

observances. There’s always lots of parades, along 

with some pub-hopping and other foolishness. I re-

member when I was growing up, that if you didn’t 

wear something green on that day, you got pinched. I 

never understood the significance of wearing green. I 

only knew that, to avoid getting pinched, it was a 

good idea to wear something green – a habit that’s 

lingered to this day. 

            

The person who became St. Patrick, the patron saint 

of Ireland, was born in Wales about 385 AD. His given 

name was Maewyn. 

  

He studied in a monastery, where he adopted the 

Christian name, Patrick, and realized that his calling 

was to convert the pagans to Christianity. He was 

highly successful and traveled throughout Ireland, 

establishing monasteries, schools and churches. 

            

Patrick’s mission in Ireland lasted thirty years, after 

which he retired to County Down, where he died on 

March 17, 461 A.D., the date commemorated as St. 

Patrick’s Day ever since. 

            

In preparing to write this column, I decided to feature 

a typically funny Irish joke, and spent about an hour 

surfing the web. This is one of the best: 

  

It was the end of the Gulf War. The Arabs stared over 

their burning oil fields. The main topic of conversa-

tion was how best to put the fire out when one of them 

suggested calling the famous American fire fighter Red 

Adair. When contacted, Adair said he was booked solid for the  

 

 

 

next six months, but suggested they call his cousin, Paddy O’ 

Dare in Ireland. 

 Paddy was contacted and the problem described. 

  

“Can you help us,” the Arab asked? 

  

“No problem,” Paddy replied. “I can be there in ten hours and 

it’ll cost you $10,000.” 

 “It is agreed,” the Arab said. 

  

The Arabs waited in the desert, still watching the flames 

shooting into the sky, when suddenly, an ancient open-top 

truck with four strapping firemen hanging on comes roar-

ing over a sand dune and heads straight into the oil 

field. The Arabs shout and wave their arms, but the 

truck drives directly into one of the burning rigs. The 

firemen jump out, take off their denim jackets and 

beat the fire out with them. The Arabs watch in 

amazement. 

  

“That was a rough one, all right,” Paddy said when he 

and his firemen walked over to their employers. 

  

The head Arab, while writing the check for $10,000 

said to Paddy, “And what are you going to do with all 

this money?” 

 

Paddy replied, “Well, the first thing I’m going to do is 

buy a set of brakes for that damned truck.” 

  

Tis a  great joke, to be sure and we hope it adds to 

your enjoyment of Saint Patty’s day Tuesday. 

  

In conclusion, I’d like to end the column with a very 

old Gaelic blessing, author unknown: 

 May you live to be a hundred and have an extra year 

to repent.       
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A question to ponder: 

By Hugh  Neeld 

  

Does rowing harder help if the boat is headed in the wrong direction? 

  

putterhugh@suddenlink.net 
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"I can't write a poem!" From about.com 

This is a common reaction from many, young and old, 

when the topic of poetry-writing is broached. The 

truth is that it's easy to write a poem. You're not go-

ing for a Pulitzer Prize or a spot in the Poets' Corner 

of Westminster Abbey. You just want to tell some-

one how you feel about them. This is a great way for 

grandparents to express their love for their grandchil-

dren, but helping a grandchild to write a poem for 

someone else -- Mom or Dad or another grandparent 

-- can also be a wonderful bonding experience. 

Step One: The first line is extremely easy:This is a 

poem for you, _____. Simply fill in the blank with the 

name of the person being addressed. 

Step Two: The next step is to brainstorm different 

attributes of the person the poem is for. These can 

be physical attributes or personality traits, but they 

should be described as precisely as possible. Then 

choose the three most vivid attributes and add them 

to the poem in three separate lines. Begin each line 

with the word "for." Here's an example: 

for your dancing brown eyes 

for your happy dancing feet 

for your smile that could light up New York City 

Step Three: Repeat the first line. Then brainstorm a 

list of the good things that the person does. Choose 

three and add them to your poem like this: 

This is a poem for you, _____ 

because you love all living things 

you gobble down life with gusto 

you make us laugh every day 

By now you will have begun to notice some things 

about the poem that you are writing. You can go back 

and polish it up a bit, or you can continue on to the 

end do the polishing later. Here are some of the 

things to notice: 

 We're not writing a rhyming poem, because 

searching for words that rhyme tends to drive the 

poem. If a rhyme just happens, that's called random 

rhyme, and that's okay. 

 Another technique that makes a poem sound 

good is alliteration, or repetition of the sounds at the 

beginning of words. This may have happened natural-

ly. If it didn't, it's easy to go back and put some in. 

Don't overdo it or you'll end up with a tongue-

twister. 

 Don't worry about punctuation. Use only if need-

ed for clarity of meaning. 

 Make your lines approximately the same length. A 

longer line will be read more quickly, and a shorter 

one will slow the reader down and add emphasis. 

 

Step Four: Go back to your last list and choose 

three more things the person does. Add these to 

your poem as follows:  

I love the way you 

play the piano 
put together your own outfits 

show off your ballet moves 

 Step Five: Now brainstorm your wishes for the 

person. Choose three and add them to the poem like 

this: 

I hope that you will 

get most of what you want from life 

Keep your dancing shoes on 

always remember your Grannie who loves you. 

Step Six: Read over your poem. Extend any 

thoughts that need extending, add parenthetical com-

ments if you like, and do more polishing as mentioned 

above. Divide the poem into stanzas if  
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you like. Ample spacing makes a poem less intimidat-

ing to the reader. 

Step Seven: Add emphasis to your ending. Consider 

breaking your last line into two parts to slow the po-

em down. Think about adding a period at the end 

even if you haven't used other punctuation. 

Here's my finished poem for my granddaughter Hel-

en: 

 

This is a poem for you, Helen 

for your dancing brown eyes 

for your happy dancing feet 

for your smile that could light up New York City 

 

This is a poem for you, Helen 

because you cherish all living things 

you gobble down life with gusto 

you make us laugh every day 

 

I love the way you 

play the piano 

put together your own outfits 

show off your ballet moves 

 

I hope that you will 

keep your dancing shoes on 

and get most of what you want from life 

though into every life some rain must fall 

(it makes us strong) 

 

I also hope that you will always 

always 

remember your Grannie 

who loves you. 

Do you like it? I do. Now it's your turn! 

This month, take a poetry challenge. Can you write 

one poem each day about someone you know? Exer-

cise your poetry muscles!  

 

 

Ten Rules for Writing Mystery 

continued 

Again, it takes the fun out. Don't use improbable dis-
guises, twins, accidental solutions, or supernatural 

solutions. The detective should not commit the 

crime. All clues should be revealed to the reader as 
the detective finds them. 

9.  Do your research. 

"Readers have to feel you know what you're talking 

about," says author Margaret Murphy. She has a good 

relationship with the police in her area, and has spent 

time with the police forensic team. Get all essential 
details right. Mystery readers will have read a lot of 

books like yours; regard them as a pretty savvy 
bunch. 

10.  Wait as long as possible to reveal the cul-

prit. 

They're reading to find out, or figure out, whodunit. If 

you answer this too early in the book, the reader will 
have no reason to continue reading.  

 

Hope this information is helpful to you as you write 
your mystery manuscripts. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Speaking of mysteries. There just might be something 

afoot for the September meeting. You won’t want to 

miss it! Watch for clues as the date grows closer! 
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