
Nuts and Boltz 

December 15, 2014 

Braums on S. Broadway 

6 P.M. 

Open Mike Night 

Share your written words with crowd. 

5 minutes to include setup and read . 

Bring the drama and come join us! You 
might discover a great book to read. 

 
ETWG is dedicated to the memories of :  Pat Leonard and Kay Resnick, co-founders of the Golden Triangle Writers Guild, Beaumont, Texas,  

and Rita Gallagher, co-founder of Romance Writers of America, Houston, Texas. Countless writers owe their writing successes to these fine ladies. 
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December 2014 

The Next Chapter 
East  Texas 
Writers’ Guild 

Since 2004 

Howdy y’all!  
Merry Christmas 



Visitors are always welcome. After three meetings, however,  ETWG encourages  you to become a member in order  

to continue to receive The Next Chapter and be allowed full voting privileges & discounts on ETWG events. 
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Have you ever attended the East Texas Writer’s Guild meeting and in the break area discovered, a 

tray of tasty fruit, savory sandwiches, or delicious sweets? Ever wonder where all that good stuff 

came from? 

I don’t wish to burst your bubble, but no, Virginia there is no refreshment fairy. (Darn) 

We do have a hospitality Fairy God Mother, her name is Lorna . She has done a great job this last 

year with her assisting Fairy God Mothers in making sure no one left hungry. She needs you to volun-

teer to bring a tasty snack to one of the upcoming meetings so the rest of us (including yourself) 

won’t starve, become emaciated, zombified by coffee without sweets…enough already. 

As Lorna would wave her wand and say “The East Texas Writer’s Guild sharing Education, Support, 

and Encouragement to writers everywhere along with coffee and a snack.” 

If you would like to volunteer to bring a snack or treat to one of the meetings, please call Lorna  at 

903-764-1782. Your help is appreciated. 

2015 Schedule 

Come Join Us for These Great Speakers: 

January: Olivia Hardin—-Group Trip—Your Writing Team 

February:  Brandi Collard Marett—Author Participation 

March:  Melinda Bailey—-How to  Improve Your Writing 

April: April Coker—-Better Grammar 

May: Annual Banquet—Speaker TBA 

June:  Tommy Clary—-New Summerfield Police  Department—A Typical Day in the Life of a 
Police Officer 

**The following months are currently open. To fill these spots by suggesting subjects or 
speakers you would like to  see or hear about email: sandycbullard@live.com 

 

July: 

August: 

September: 

October: 

November: 

December: 



 Meet the Speaker 

January 2015 

2015 ETWG Officers 

President—Roger Middleton 
Vice President—Sandra Clarke 
Secretary—Lorna Penland 
Correspondence Sec—Pat LaVigne 
Treasurer—Marvin Mayer 
Historian—Linda Nelson Ellis 
TNC Editor—Janice Ernest 
Hospitality—Lorna Penland 
Conference Committee 
Catherine Sellers 
Roger Middleton 
Sandra Clarke 
Caleb Pirtle 
Linda Pirtle 
Nancy Larson 
Pat LaVigne 
Billy Turknet 
 
Members-at-Large 

 Terri Mathis 

 Nikki Brown 

 Tom King 

 Cathy Myers 

 Linda Ellis, Historian 

 Mike Lantz Ex Officio 

 “K” Sellers, Founder & Membership 
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Olivia Hardin 

General Meeting-January 12th 

6:30pm, Chamber of Commerce Building 

When Olivia Hardin started having movie-like 
dreams in her teens, she had no choice but to begin 
putting them to paper. Before long, the writing bug 
had bitten, and she knew she wanted to be a pub-
lished author. Several rejections, plus a little bit of 
life later, she was temporarily “cured” of the urge 
to write. So she went on to attend three different 
universities and toyed with majors in Computer 
Technology, English, History, and Geology. Then one 
day she heard the term “road scholar,” and she 
knew she wanted to be one too. Now she “studies” 
anything and everything just for the joy of learning. 
Olivia’s a native Texas girl, and she’s lived in East 
Texas for about six years with her husband, Danny, 
and their puppy, Bonnie. 

Although Olivia put down her pen, so to speak, at 
the age of about twenty, in 2011, she connected 
with a group of talented and fabulous writers. 
Thanks to their direction, encouragement and 
shared experiences, she realized a need to get lost 
in the words again. And by November of that year 
she published her first novel, Witch Way Bends. 

Olivia has 11+ books and 24 distinct works currently 
published. Her genre of choice is romance--
including paranormal and urban fantasy. She’s 
worked with various writers and co-authored sever-
al books, giving her valuable insight into her topic 
for our January meeting, Group Trip. Most of the 
time writing is personal; the words flow directly 
from the heart. But the journey of a writer should 
never be taken alone. Writers need a slew of part-
ners to get them from point A to point B. From cri-
tique partners to support groups, to editors and c              

 

over designers. Mrs. Hardin is happy to share her 
knowledge about the different people who can help 
one travel the perilous road of publishing, not to 
mention some of the dos and don’ts of those first 
steps. 

Olivia Hardin’s books can be found at all major out-
lets, including Amazon, Smashwords, Barnes & No-
ble, IBooks, and Kobo. Reviews of her books are 
plentiful on Goodreads as well. Follow her on Face-
book @ www.facebook.com/oliviahardin, Twitter @ 
twitter.com/OliviaH_Writer and her website: 
http://www.olivia-hardin.com 

Mrs. Hardin will be joining us for dinner at Don 
Juan’s on the square at 5 pm before the general 
meeting. Come and meet this talented lady, ask 
questions, and enjoy good food and friends. All are 
invited. See you there. 



COLUMBUS DAY: HE GAVE IT A 

SHOT, DIDN’T HE? 

Christopher Columbus may be famous 

today, but as sometimes happens, died 

broke with most of his achievements 

either unknown or forgotten.  

He was born in Genoa, Italy in 1451 to 

parents who eked out a living as wool 

merchants and he took off at age 14 on 

a merchant sailing ship. 

In 1470, he swam ashore from a ship-

wreck off the coast of Portugal, settled 

there briefly, then moved to Spain. 

Columbus’ discovery of America resulted from pure 

chance and a big ego, but most of all, from underesti-

mating how far it was from Europe to the East Indies. 

The distance was about 10,000 miles. Not many be-

lieved a ship could make that long a journey. 

At age 46, Columbus was a good explorer, but not too 

swift at mathematics. According to his figures, the 

distance was only about a quarter of what it turned 

out to be. He set sail on August 3, 1492, not because 

he was courageous, but because he had so badly mis-

calculated. Had he known how long it would take he 

probably wouldn’t have gone. 

But Columbus intention was not to discover America, 

but to find the Spice Islands. And his financial back-

ing didn’t come from Italy, but from Spain. King Fer-

dinand and Queen Isabella were depending on him to 

bring back spices—especially pepper. Why pepper 

you ask? With no refrigeration, pepper was an essen-

tial spice to preserve meat.  

Not only did Columbus underestimate the distance, 

but he hadn’t a clue that there was a big land mass 

(North America) between Europe and the East Indies. 

After sailing for 2 months, he landed on the island of 

San Salvadore, thinking he had accomplished his 

goal. 

Columbus was met by the Arawak Indi-

ans, but they not only had no spices, but 

anything else of value. You can guess 

what Columbus was thinking. The trip 

was a total bust. But the Indians were 

peaceful and even served as guides for 

the remainder of his voyage. 

Over the next 9 years, Columbus made 3 

voyages discovering Dominica, Jamaica, 

Trinidad and the mouth of the Orinoco 

River on the South America mainland. 

On his 4th and final voyage he found the 

Isthmus of Panama, but never found the 

East Indies with all that spice and gold he 

expected. 

Columbus returned to Spain in 1504 only to have his 

patron, Queen Isabella, die a few weeks later. With-

out her he was stone broke and died a pauper in 1506.    

The first Columbus Day celebration in the U.S. was 

in New York City in 1792, on the 300th anniversary 

of Columbus’ first voyage, but it took another 100 

years before a national celebration was held in 1892.  

After that there were many proclamations and trans-

formations until 1968, when President Lyndon John-

son signed a law making the second Sunday in Octo-

ber a federal holiday to observe Columbus Day. 

Even though the guy made a few errors in judgement, 

died a pauper and received no recognition for many 

years, he gave it his best shot. That’s why I plan to 

celebrate the holiday as I always do. By hoisting a 

glass of good Italian vino and offering a silent salute. 

Il buono lavoro, Christopher. Congratulazioni! 

-0- 

If Columbus had relied on an advisory committee 

would he still be at the dock? 

putterhugh@suddenlink.net 

 

By Hugh Neeld 
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From: Marvin Mayer 

HIS is what makes going to book events worthwhile, even when the number of sales is few to non-existent. 
 The attached note came, unsolicited, in the mail following this year's Ben Wheeler Book Fest. I hope you 
can open and read it. 

 

Only from the heart of a child. The letter says: 

“Dear Mr. Mayer, 

“Thank you for writing children’s books to 

read! 

“That was fun. I love those books you wrote. 

 

“Love,  

Isabel” 

Facebook Hands On Workshop 

January 24,2015 9:30 A.M.  

Tyler Chamber of Commerce 
Assistance to be given about how to utilize Facebook and other social media. This is an          

Interactive course, so come prepared with your computer and a list of questions about the 

mechanics of these medias and how they can help you. 

Teachers are Evelyne Byrne,  Author and CEO of White Bird Publications 

And 

Nancy Larson,  Author, and entrepreneur who has achieved success in the marketing of her 

book series via the use of social media. 

 

Reserve your place today! Space is limited!                                          

Call Roger Middleton 903-534-0655 
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 Man With No Memory 

Faces the Deadliest Mission of His Life 

 

In the Night Side of Dark by Caleb Pirtle III, Ambrose Lincoln races the   

German Gestapo to track down the most valuable painting in the world. 

 Night Side of Dark is the newest novel published by Caleb Pirtle III. 

An American operative with no memory of his past is dispatched to war-torn 

Germany to unravel the mystery of a missing painting Nazi leaders are      

desperately trying to track down. Rumors have long persisted that the         

religious piece of art, created by a blind artist on the crucifixion shroud of 

Christ, offers a mysterious doorway for them to escape this world and avoid 

punishment as war criminals. 

 The novel is the third book in the Ambrose Lincoln trilogy of  noir 

suspense thrillers set during Hitler’s reign of terror in Europe. Although     

fiction, the historical elements of the story have been painstakingly researched to ensure a critical measure of              

authenticity as Lincoln moves with a beautiful but deadly Partisan through the bomb-ravaged countryside of Poland to 

reach his destination in Germany. 

 Lincoln has long lived in the shadows of his own existence. He is the victim of the government’s top-secret 

mind-control experiment, developed with controversial electric shock treatments and designed to rearrange the landscape 

of his brain, removing all emotions, including his fear of death.  

Such experiments did actually take place during the 1930s as the Army sought to create false identities for key 

agents, allowing them to work effectively during covert operations without the fear of providing critical military      in-

formation if ever captured, interrogated, or tortured.   

In Poland, then Germany, Lincoln realizes that if the man in the shadows has not lied to him he must find and 

destroy the most valuable painting in the world. Known as the Night Side of Dark, the work of art has only been seen by 

one man for centuries, a Jewish art scholar who was executed and buried in the ditches outside his home during the early 

days of Jewish extermination in Germany,  

What happened to the painting? Did it exist, or was it only a religious myth passed down since the day a Jewish 

messiah was nailed to a cross? The painting, if legend holds true, is the German hierarchy’s final and only chance to exit 

the onslaught of a war that is crumbling around their feet. Only one person knows the secret and the truth. She is the art 

scholar’s aging widow, and she has hidden herself away in an insane asylum.  

The German Gestapo will pay a fortune to buy the painting or take a man’s life to acquire it. They are gambling 

that Lincoln will be able to find it. They are well aware of his reputation. But, if he succeeds, will Lincoln sell it or    

destroy it?  

Can a man without a memory or a conscience be bought? Or must he, too, pay the ultimate price to protect the 

ancient shroud’s secret and keep the priceless painting from falling into their hands? 

Caleb Pirtle III has written more than sixty published books, including a dozen novels, and three   screenplays – 

made-for-television movies at both CBS and TNT. He is former travel editor for Southern Living Magazine and 

worked for 25 years as editorial director for a custom publishing company in Dallas, Texas. 
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An Good News Announcement from     

Bobbie Shafer: 

 

‘Dear Gang, 
The most wonderful and frightening thing 
has happened.  I recently received an     
acceptance and offer of a contract from  
Dancing With Bear Publishing for my 
novel, Legacy of Eagle Creek; and then  
today,  I received an acceptance and con-
tract for the publication of Love's Golden Dream, the 

prequel to Legacy of Eagle Creek.  

 

I can't begin to tell you all how important ETWG and 
your critique group is to you as a writer. I couldn't 
have done it without everyone. What I learned about 
writing a novel, I learned from Kay and ETWG. What 
I learned about editing, I learned from my critique 
group, Pat LaVigne, Linda Ellis, Janice Ernest, and 
Brinda Carey.  I know that since Cathy Myers has 
joined us, I can learn even more. Can't wait.  My 

dance continues and now I feel like singing.—-” 

 

Bobbie Shafer is a testament to hard work, many 
nights and days at the typewriter, whether it be 
writing articles, finishing a novel, or one of her 
latest children’s books, The Bobbycat Series, 
she is a fine example of where not giving up will 
take you. 

 

She had times when she felt like giving in and 
giving up on her writing, but encouragement from 
friends, and her own belief in herself kept her go-
ing.  

 

She now has multiple books to her credit, and 
continues to write more for the future. She has 
also been featured on KETK and is quickly be-
coming one of the most popular writers of her 
genre in East Texas. 

Here are just a few 
of her books. All of which may be 
purchased from her personally or from 
Kindle and other books sellers through 
out the United States. 

 

A blast from the past 
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Fences by Linda Nelson Ellis 
 

Fences are everywhere—picket, hurricane, stone, wooden, log, and the sturdy barbed wire that 
stretches for miles. They are along property lines and divide pastures into orderly grazing areas for         
livestock. 

My recently released book, Can’t Build A Fence, was inspired by just such barbed wire and a              
conversation about a cow. 

My husband and I were driving around our pasture checking fences one day when he noticed a cow we 
named Walk-thru. That old critter could go where she wanted to—a fence didn’t deter her. He nodded   
toward her and smiled. 

“I can’t build a fence that’ll keep her. I can build a fence that will cut her up, but I can’t build a fence 
that will keep her.” 

I laughed and said, “There’s a country song in there somewhere.” 
The phrase about the fence stuck with me and after his death, it came to the front of my thoughts as if 

on those three by five note cards. They would pop up from time to time. Somehow, over the next five 
years, story ideas showed up on those index cards—and I began to write them down. 

~ * ~ 
A city girl meets a cowboy in a country store during a storm. He and his brother drop by with their 

horses to visit the camp and discover the need for equine therapy to enrich the lives of handicapped      
children. 

Will have to throw in a love story and we’re on our way. But wait…there is a turn of events where  
everything goes sideways. 

A tornado tears through, shattering the dreams of the young  couple.  
Can an old cow, horses, and a cowboy get through the fence built by a stubborn girl? Can you build a 

fence around love? 
~ * ~ 

With the encouragement of my family, the East Texas Writers 
Guild, and my critique group, the Writing Warriors, the story took 
shape. Dancing With Bear Publishing with Marie McGaha, stepped 
forward to do all the hard work of publishing my book. 

And for the cards that pop up in my head—there are more. Do I 
see a sequel among them? Yes—I can see it now…Cutting The Fence. 
This card says something about a red haired girl with a secret in her 
past and that one has a soldier with PTSD written on it.  

While we’re waiting on another card, Can’t Build A Fence can be 
purchased at http://www.dancingwithbearpublishing.com/
bookshelf.htm or Amazon.com. 

Gotta go—there’s another index card coming into view. 

 

Linda Nelson Ellis 

http://www.dancingwithbearpublishing.com/bookshelf.htm
http://www.dancingwithbearpublishing.com/bookshelf.htm
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East  Texas 
Writers’ Guild 

East  Texas 
Writers’ Guild 

Submitted by Hugh Neeld: We are looking for authors & readers to participate in the book review section of 
Coaching in the Fishbowl, the website for an internationally aired radio show on a network with 1.8 million 
listeners/month! 

Free book reviews!! 

Details are online at: http://coachinginthefishbowl.com/book-talk/ 
Please feel free to share this with any authors or avid readers you may know. 

Kassy Paris offers her editing and writing expertise as “K M Paris’ Editing & Writing Services”  The 

website address is: www.kmpcreations.com and her email address is: kpedits@hotmail.com.  

October in Canton 

 

Sharon Elsberry snd Joe 

Sharon Thayer 

http://coachinginthefishbowl.com/book-talk/
http://www.kmpcreations.com/
mailto:kpedits@hotmail.com
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"Everybody walks past a thousand story ideas every day.  

      The good writers are the ones who see five or six of  

      them. Most people don't see any." 

 

                                      ~ Orson Scott Card 

 . 

Roger Middleton  handed this certifi-
cate to Becca to show the Guild’s 
thanks for the great job and hard 
work which she does and has done. 

Well deserved. 

Guild Members attentively listen to No-
vember Speaker, Linda Gray, Librarian 

Librarian Linda Gray, receives Certifi-
cate of Appreciation for giving her 
time to speak with the East Texas 
Writer’s Guild. 
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Christmas and Hanukkah 

Finally Merged 

Continuing the current trend of      

large-scale mergers and acquisitions, 

Will and Guy attended a press         

conference last week where was        

announced that   Christmas and        

Hanukkah will merge. An industry 
source said that the deal had taken   

approximately 1300 years to agree. 

While details were not available at this 

time, it is believed that the overhead 

cost of having twelve days of Christmas 

and eight days of Hanukkah was        

becoming prohibitive for both sides. By 

combining forces, we're told, the world 

will be able to enjoy consistently     

high-quality service during the 'Fifteen 

Days of Chrismukkah', as the new    

holiday is being called. 

Massive layoffs are expected, with lords 
a-leaping and maids a-milking being the 

hardest hit. As part of the conditions of 

the agreement, the letters on the 

dreydl, currently in Hebrew, will be    

replaced by Latin, thus becoming         

unintelligible to a much wider audience. 

Also, instead of translating to "A great 

miracle happened there," the message 

on the *dreydl will be the more generic  

 

"Miraculous stuff happens." In ex-

change, it is believed that Jews will be 

allowed to use Santa Claus and his vast 

merchandising resources for buying and 

delivering their gifts. 

One of the sticking points holding up the 

agreement for at least three hundred years 

was the question of whether Jewish      

children could leave milk and biscuits or   

cookies for Santa even after having eaten 

meat for dinner. A breakthrough came last 
year, when Oreos were finally declared to 

be Kosher. All sides appeared happy about 

this.  

A spokesman for Christmas Ltd., declined 

to say whether a takeover of Kwanzaa 

might not be in the works as well. He 

merely pointed out that, were it not for the 

independent existence of Kwanzaa, the 

merger between Christmas and Chanukah 

[Hanukkah] might indeed be seen as an 

unfair cornering of the holiday market.   

Fortunately for all concerned, he 
said, Kwanzaa will help to maintain the 

competitive balance. 

He then closed the press conference by 

leading all present in a rousing rendition 

of "Oy Vey, All Ye Faithful." 

*Dreidel or dreydl is a Jewish game using a 

4 sided top. 

From:http://www.guy-

sports.com/humor/christmas/christmas_st

ories.htm#A_Warm_Witty_Christmas_Stor

y 

 

 

http://www.guy-sports.com/humor/saints/kwanzaa_jokes.htm
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Postage 

Writing...if it was easy, everyone would do it—A published writer is just an aspiring writer who didn’t quit—Things of quality have no fear of time. 

The Next Chapter is an informal, 
monthly publication of the East 
Texas Writers’ Guild.  ETWG 
meets on the second Monday of 
each month at The Tyler Area 
Chamber of Commerce in down-
town Tyler. 

Submissions Guidelines: Sub-
missions to TNC must be received 
before the 15th of each month, 
and should be e-mailed as a Rich 
Text Formatted document (RTF). 
All submissions will be consid-
ered, but there is no guarantee of 
publication. Additionally, submis-
sions are subject to editing for 
space, punctuation, etc., but no 
change to meaning or intent of 
material knowingly will be made. 
Submissions must be guild– or 
writing-related. 

 

Send articles for consideration to: 
etwg@hotmail.com 
 

Opinions expressed in The Next 
Chapter are those of the respec-
tive contributors only and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
ETWG, its members, officers, 
board members or the editor. 

Published      Aspiring      

Areas of writing interest: 
(mark all that apply) 

Fiction: Fantasy   

 Horror  

 Mainstream  
 Romance  
       Historical  
       Contemporary 
 Science Fiction  
 Suspense 

 Westerns 

 Other _________  

Non-Fiction     
Poetry    
Screen Play   

Other: ________________ 

Regular Membership:  $ 20.00    
Married Couple Membership: $ 30.00    
Associate Membership:                $ 15.00    
     *Publishers/Editors/Agents/  
      Bookstores 

Student Membership:   $10.00    
*Honorary Membership:       n/a     
 *Speakers 

*Member fee for workshops & conferences;  

newsletter and/or meetings only: No voting priviledges 

Send  completed form along with appropriate dues to: 

Treasurer, ETWG 

PO Box 4597 • Tyler TX 75712 • Etwg@hotmail.com 

 

Office Use Only: 

Date Joined: __________ Amt. Pd: $ _______ 

 Cash:   Check #: _____ 

 Membership Card by: ________________ 

 Entered into data base by:_____________ 

ETWG Membership Application 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pseudonym:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________City:_________________State:______ Zip: _________  

Area Code: _____________ Phone: _________________________ Fax: ________________________  

E-mail:__________________________________________________________________________________ 


