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Regular Meetings:

First Monday: B.O.D.
Braums, South Broadway
Starts at 6:00

Second Monday: Regular
Chamber of Commerce
Starts at 6:30

Third Monday: Nutz & 
Boltz
Braums, South Broadway
Starts at 6:00

Speaker of the Month
Nikki Brown will be speaking at our meeting on  
Monday, August 11th about Createing Authentic 

Connections Online.

See page 8 for details.
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“The job of the writer isn’t to answer questions. The job of the writer is to ask the questions 
for which there are no answers.” 

― J.M. Porup



Something to Make You Grin
Divine Plan or Coincidence? 

Submitted by: Hugh Neeld
Interested in something strange? Look in your dictionary for the words golf and government. Notice how close 
together they are – separated by only a few pages. Do you honestly believe that’s a coincidence?

No, the two words have nothing to do with one another, but they both start with the letters g-o, as do gone, 
goober, goof ball, gorilla and gourmet.

I bet that some of you were starting to get intrigued because you’re so willing to believe in theories involving 
conspiracy and mystery. Many folks think it’s significant that President Kennedy had a secretary named Lincoln 
and President Lincoln had a secretary named Kennedy.

There’s a list of those Lincoln-Kennedy coincidences. I read it one time, but didn’t believe those kinds of 
random details had any meaning.

After re-thinking it, however, I now believe there’s something to the golf-government relationship, and more 
than that, if we can understand the meaning and take advantage of our knowledge, America will be better for it.

First, take golf. It’s a game I like to play, but on my best days, am mediocre at. I mean I’ve made a few pars and 
birdies over the years, but rarely break a hundred on any round.

 I feel I should pass on this critical information about golf and government not because I’m a good golfer, but 
because I’m already so deep into this column, I might as well finish it to see if it has a point.

Golf originated in Scotland in the 15th century when a guy in kilts woke up one day with a hangover and found 
out he had a tee time he didn’t remember making. King James I of England (formerly James VI of Scotland) 
introduced golf to London.

He’s the one the King James version of the Bible is named after. This is why he issued two proclamations: 
“Thou shalt play golf”, and “Thou shalt not lie about thy score too much”.

This seems proof that government lies began with golf. Unfortunately it’s gone downhill ever since, from 
George Washington saying he could not tell a lie to Nixon lying about Watergate. From Clinton claiming he 
did not have golf with that woman to Bush saying he’d play golf with Canada’s prime minister if he got lots of 
“gimmies”.

Then there’s golf and the income tax. You know golf has undermined our national character, don’t you? Yes, it 
has, causing otherwise decent men and women to cheat both on their score cards and their 1040s.

I know some of you believe that professional golf is among the most ethical of sports because each player is 
on the honor system and must report rule infractions, and take penalty strokes. I don’t have a sister, but if I did, 
common sense tells me not all professional golfers would be honest enough to marry her.

As a player of the game, it hurts me to draw a parallel between golf and government corruption, but to be 
completely honest, I must put voicing my convictions ahead of learning how to use my pitching wedge.

Here’s something else to think about: If more of you would give up the game (as I’m considering) because you 
think it’s the invention of the devil, it would be a step in the right direction.

                                                                        -0-

A question to ponder:

Instead of arriving smoothly, why is age more a succession of jerks?
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East Texas Writers Guild Workshop Afterglow
Submitted by: Janice Ernest

I’ll make my reservations now for the next East Texas Writers Guild Workshop in July 2015.

The workshop, just completed July 19, 2014 included two speakers, John Borgstedt, author of “I Love you 
Mommy---Please don’t break my Heart”, who spoke on marketing, and Caleb Pirtle III, author of over sixty 
novels, screenwriter, freelance writer, and past travel editor for Southern Living Magazine, as well as, past 
experience as an investigative reporter for the Fort Worth Journal. Caleb is also the owner of  
www.venturegalleries.com, a website for authors and artists around the world.

For anyone who missed this very enjoyable seminar, below are some pearls of wisdom deposited by each 
speaker.

John Borgstedt

1. Start marketing from home. Look for your closest 
resources first: family, friends, if you can afford to, give 
them a book or copy to read. Always request a review.

2. Small newspapers pay attention to new authors. Small 
town folk tend to read from cover to cover. Start with small 
local radio stations, TV studios, and news publications and 
work your way outward to the larger outlets.

3. Do mail outs.

4. Talk to everyone, give out bookmarks. Be proud of your 
work.

5. Be proactive. Never just have “one book”. If people like 
you they will want more of your work.

These were only a few of the points emphasized in his 
speech. Not only was he engaging as a speaker, he was 
open and accessible to the audience. Well worth the entry 
fee.

Continued on page 5
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East Texas Writers Guild Workshop Afterglow
Continued from page 4

Caleb Pirtle III

1. Spoke of “Save the Cat”—Making your main character one 
that the reader will gain an emotional connection to and continue 
to follow throughout the novel. He may be the worst person in 
the world but there needs to be some, even if it is deeply hidden, 
redeemable quality in him that will make the reader continue to 
follow him in the story.

2. Changes in the publishing world—The digital era is taking 
down many bookstores and the publishing industry is now the 
tail of the dog being led by the head which is composed of 
independent authors and publishers. “The inmates are now in 
control of the asylum.”

3. He spoke of the importance of making your work correct. First 
impressions matter.

4. Brevity in your writing. Say it in as few words as possible and 
get your meaning across. The average person today in our fast 
paced society wants to read only about 33,000 to 55,000 words as 
opposed to the traditional 150,000 words which publishers used to require from their writers.

5. Short chapters, each with a hook, conflict, and a cliffhanger to pull the reader into the next chapters. The idea 
here is to keep the reader hooked until the end, so that they don’t set the book down and never pick it up again.

I can’t speak for the rest of the writers out there, but, this seminar was informative and inspirational and they 
can sign me up for next year. Remember, there are only 35-40 spaces available.

Maybe I’ll see you there next year.
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The Freight Train
Submitted by: Hugh Neeld

A freight train came though town today,

I watched it come and go.

With all the crossings in its’ path,

its speed was somewhat slow.

 The cars all looked the same to me,

in color, shape and size,

no oranges, yellows, reds or greens

to dazzle peoples eyes. 

No excitement, no romance,

in short, just plain boring.

Worst of all there was no caboose.

It left me cold and snoring.
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Our Favorite Tune
Submitted by: Hugh Neeld

Gray and balding, a wrinkled prune,

I still can hum our favorite tune.

You know the one I’m trying to name,

my love for you on it I blame.. 

It was “our song” for many years

through times of joy and times of tears.

I can hear it now when I close my eyes,

and you do too?—a nice surprise.

There’ll be a time I know will come

when its’ lyrics I’ll no longer hum.

But even so I’ll still feel blest,

your love for me met every test.
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Something to Make You Grin 
Some Assembly Required

Submitted by: Hugh Neeld
If you’re anything like me, the cautionary notice on a newly purchased product that strikes the most fear in your 
heart is “Some assembly required.” There are few things that can be bought today for which some assembly is 
not required—toys, tools, furniture, appliances—you name it.

I would be happy to pay a little more to buy something fully assembled, but no, the manufacturer insists on 
saving me money by having me help put the product together.

I can’t remember a single instance in which a product I helped assemble came out perfect, or in most cases, 
even close. Our house is full of things for which some assembly was required. There they sit—stuck drawers, 
sloping desk tops, un-even doors—all mocking me.

There’s nothing that can be done about it—that’s just the way it is. In today’s market you’re always going to be 
buying something with that hated notice on the box, “Some assembly required.”

There’s one product that definitely should carry that label, but doesn’t—that’s your Sunday newspaper. The 
Tyler paper is an excellent example. First of all, it’s so big and heavy our Australian Shepherd, now deceased, 
whose job it was to fetch it, could barely get it to the door. The doggie treat she got hardly seemed adequate pay 
for such hard work.

It took me a good many years, but I finally learned how to re-assemble the paper for un-impeded reading. 
Here’s what you do:

First, find a suitable work surface large enough to spread the paper out un-folded (I use the dining room table).

Take the paper at each corner of the fold and shake vigorously to dislodge all the inserts and comics. This will 
reduce the weight of the paper by at least one-third. Set these aside for later reading or disposal.

Sections one through four are in order, but the other sections require re-arranging. For some un-known reason, 
section seven (classifieds) follows section four. Not only that, but section seven which includes automotive and 
real estate is not in order. Real estate is in two parts, the second part before the first. (Why not go ahead and get 
that in the proper order now). Ok, are you still with me? Good, because now it starts to get complicated.

What you’ve got to do next is find sections five and six (business, entertainment and travel) and set them to one 
side.

To end up with all sections in proper numerical sequence, lay section seven (did you get those real estate pages 
back in order like I suggested?) down on a vacant section of your work area. Now, place section six on top, then 
five, four, three, two and one.

Having spent the better part of an hour re-assembling, you are now ready to read the paper. If you forego church 
you can probably be through in time to catch the football game—the late one, anyway.

I firmly believe that the Tyler paper could increase their revenue substantially if they would offer subscribers 
the option of a fully-assembled paper at a slight premium. Inserts could be re-named “along sides” and 
packaged separately. I, for one, would cheerfully pay a little extra to avoid the weekly trauma of  “some 
assembly required.”
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Speaker of the Month
Our speaker for August will be our very own ETWG Webmistress, Nikki 
Brown. Nikki and her husband have worked together in their own computer 
consulting and web design business since 1991. Originally, Nikki’s role was 
that of office organizer and telephone answerer; however, over the past 7 
years, she has taken a more active role in assisting with web design services 
and client education.

Since she is legally blind, Nikki wholeheartedly embraces the advances in 
technology that make it possible for her to do computer based work. It isn’t 
always easy to figure things out, but she enjoys the challenge. She loves it 
even more when she is able to take what she has learned, simplify it and 
make it easier for others to understand and use.

Last year, Nikki earned certification as a professional life coach from the 
International Coach Federation. She loves offering products and services 
that blend her technical skills with her desire to educate, encourage and empower those who have a message to 
share with the world. Nikki hopes to do this for us on August 11th when she shares how to Create Authentic 
Connections Online.
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Back Page Personals
Good news, announcements, and shout-outs from members of the guild

Buck’s Close Call,  short story I wrote some time ago was accepted by 
Good Old Days for their December 2014 issue. It was the story of a rooster 
who didn’t understand daylight savings time and when the time changed, he 
continued to crow at his regular time. My grandfather who ran the farm and 
had to get up unusually early did not appreciate Bucky’s untimely alarming 
crowing. You’ll have to pick up a copy of Good Old Days’ December issue 
to see the rest of the story.

~Bobbie Shafer

Submit an article to The Next Chapter and GET PUBLISHED!
Please send all submissions to etwgmembers@hotmail.com

Deadline for the next newsletter will be the 22nd of THIS month.
Get your work out there!



 

 

PO Box 10074 - Tyler TX 75711-0074 

http://www.etwritersguild.org 

Membership Application 

Please fill out this form and send it in to the address above with your check or money 
order made out to the East Texas Writers Guild. Please do not send cash in the mail. 

Annual Membership Dues are due June 1 each year. If you are joining mid-year, please 
contact us for a pro-rated amount. 

 Students:$18/year  Regular: $24/year  Married Couple: $36/year 

Name: (First)  _____________________ (Last) _____________________ (MI)_______ 
Pseudonym (Pen Name): _____________________ 
Email Address: _____________________________ 
 May we have your permission to contact you via email?   Yes No 
Mailing Address: (Street)_________________________________________________ 
(City) ___________________ (State) __________________ (Zip Code) ____________ 
Phone Number: (Home) ______________________ (Cell) ______________________ 
Website: ______________________________________________________________ 
Social Media Profiles: (Twitter) @________________ (Facebook) ________________ 
(Linkedin) _______________________ (Other) ________________________________ 
Area(s) of writing interest:

__Children's  
__Young Adult 
__Fantasy 
__Horror 
__Mainstream 

__Romance 
__Science Fiction 
__Suspense 
__Westerns 
__Non-fiction 

__Humor 
__Inspirational 
__Poetry 
__Screenplay 
__Other 

 

Thank you for joining ETWG! 


