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How to Write About Lord of the Flies 

 In writing about Lord of the Flies developing own position is critically important, but 

it is possible only in case is the careful analysis of the existing approaches was done. 

Analysis of any important piece of literature is impossible without understanding a basic idea 

of its creation context and taking into account several professional critical approaches. In case 

of the novel Lord of the Flies, it is important to get a clear idea regarding the specificity of 

literature period and common writing style that was changed because of the approach of 

William Golding. There is a necessity to consider the symbolic aspect of the novel and its 

characters. Literature about children is always more complicated for analysis due to the 

specificity of worldview that is typical for them. Thus, taking into account not only the epoch 

but also the way children were brought up will be necessary to write about the novel. 

Generally, consideration of the author's position and life path is not necessary in this case, it 

can make understanding deeper in some aspects, but, from the other point of view, it might 

promote biassed approach to the novel. In this regard, analysing the literature about social 

context of the novel, critical approaches, child psychology and symbolism will be enough to 

develop a proper understanding of the novel that will promote good writing.  

To begin with, to write a proper analysis of the novel Lord of the Flies, it is necessary 

to read about the context of its creation to pay attention to the factor that inspired author for 

the creation. Initially, Golding wrote this obscure story as a sarcastic response to the novel 

The Coral Island. It was also devoted to the adventures of children on the island, but the 

original story is totally different, it is based on the light and optimistic approach, and the 
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values of the Victorian period in England are emphasized there. Thus, comparison of the 

novels can be used to develop a clear understanding of which social and cultural values were 

not perceived positively by Golding and what he wanted to mock in his own piece of 

literature.  

 Next, to write a detailed and deep analysis, it is also necessary to discover the 

approaches of the critics to the religious aspect and symbolic meanings in the novel. For this 

purpose, analysis of the basic novel symbols should be conducted in the religious context 

using the topical research. For instance, the meaning of skull in the novel should be 

researched from different points of view using both religion and philosophy (Barnhart). 

Taking several religious approach is critically important to formulate own clear and specific 

understanding of the author’s symbols and metaphors. Analysis of the violence should 

become on the most important topics in any novel discussions, and religious context should 

not be omitted here, especially considering the fact that the number of pieces of research is 

genuinely high (Bryfonski). The more authors are studied, the broader approach will be 

developed considering the religious aspect of the novel. 

 To understand the children topic in the novel, it will be rather important to contrast it 

to the other similar and different pieces of literature. The research devoted to different 

manners of child rule depiction will be rather useful in this regard, as it will help to 

understand how Golding was different from his counterparts and from the author who also 

decided to explore this topic (Kelen, and Sundmark). Also, the related studies often include a 

detailed and careful analysis of how children in literature are different from the adult 

characters and which challenges might take place while writing about them. Specifically, 

when children are trying to copy the hierarchy that is typical for the common society, their 

approach is often used to emphasize all the negative aspects of it. Thus, the way children 

behave in the novel and the way how they develop the relations in their collective should be 



Student’s Last Name 3 
 

considered while making analysis of the novel. The way how behavior of children mimicry 

the adult world is rather bright in showing which aspects of the social order were neglected 

by the author of the novel and how he wanted to pay attention to them. Also, analysis of the 

related literature will demonstrate how Golding developed the common imaginary world that 

is typical for the books in which children are the main characters. The fact that they did not 

create a perfect world that is common for children fantasies can be used to show how the 

author denied the idealistic approaches of the other authors and how he rejected the idea of 

innocence.  

 Even the basic guide devoted to the symbolic aspect of the novel will help to pay 

attention to the details that might be missed even during the most careful reading. Cultural 

and social context of the novel promotes development of the symbols that are not clear for the 

reader who was not involved deeply into the epoch (Jambricska). Even the skull can be 

understood in multiple different ways, and it is necessary to take several approaches to 

choose the best one.  

In general, the novel demands not only reading but also analysis of many different 

positions to make good writing about it. Different researchers had already considered the 

cultural and social aspects of the epoch, the position of the author, and religious background. 

Moreover, children in the novel are not common in the way of depiction, and it is necessary 

to make a basic comparison with the other similar literature to develop own position.  
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