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Epoch Depiction Style in Great Gatsby Movie 

The movie Great Gatsby was created in 2013 by the director Buz Luhrmann, and it is 

based on the novel of 1925. The events in the novel took place in America during the epoch 

of the Roaring Twenties. The film turned out to be rather close to the original in the aspect of 

plot, characters, motifs, and drama. At the same time, to understand the way how the book 

was interpreted by the director, it is necessary to pay attention to the stylistic aspect of the 

film. Roaring Twenties were rather specific in fashion, style, music, home interiors, and other 

aspects, and Luhrmann selected the approach to depiction the epoch that was intended to 

promote associations with modern high society, its culture and style of life.  

To begin with, it is necessary to explore the outfit of the main characters from the 

professional point of view. In the movie, the basic elements that are usually associated with 

the twentieth took place in the images of the main character. At the same time, the key 

stylistic features of Luhrmann’s films are adaptation and combination of the styles. The 

director accepted some basic elements of the epoch and modernized the whole image of the 

characters and their environment in general to make his film remote from any epoch at all.  

From the point of view of the fashion historian, there is a certain lack of accuracy in 

the outfit of the characters depicted in Great Gatsby: “They all look like contemporary 

fashion interpreting 1920s Halloween costumes. The hair and makeup look like they’re from 

the present day. The architecture and interior design look much too contemporary to even 

pretend to be from the 20s. The colors are a bit too bright and the sparkle is a bit too 

computer generated” (Manetti). For Luhrmann, the sparkles and brightness of the costumes 
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turned out to be a part of his film stylistics aimed to emphasize his vision and perception of 

the epoch. This approach implied a great difference from the historically accurate images, but 

it was closely connected with how Luhrmann perceived the epoch. For instance, it can be 

related to the image of Daisy who was dressed not only luxury but also rather bright. Her 

outfit was covered with numerous shiny and sparkling elements that was rather symbolic in 

the context of the impression she was making on men.  

The other reason for making a film style different from the original epoch is 

deconstructing the inner sense of the Gatsby novel. The opinion about its sense are different, 

but there is one common idea supported by multiple critics: “It is a novel of layered 

projections: Gatsby projects his fantasies on to Daisy, and we can't be certain whether Nick is 

projecting his fantasies on to Gatsby, or is instead the only person to see past Gatsby's facade 

to the grandeur of the real man.” (Churchwell). Luhrmann directed a film that was aimed to 

show how bright the epoch was in the eyes of Americans, how bright Daisy was in perception 

of her husband and Gatsby. The contrasts are very important in the cinema, as outfit and 

brightness of the main characters seem to be rather inappropriate next to the poor houses. The 

sense that a permanent party that the society of twentieth used to celebrate could not last 

forever promoted the luxury that was emphasized by Luhrmann in his own specific way.  

Next, the bright colors used by Luhrmann in his cinema can be also used to 

demonstrate some specific features of some film characters and create strong associations 

among the audience. For instance, the space where the film narrator, Nick Carraway, lived 

can be used to deconstruct his personality and make a strong impact on his perception: “Nick 

Carraway is a character that perfectly contrasts Gatsby’s personality and status. He is a 

content young man trying to make his way in the business world. His rented homey cottage 

reflects his quiet, trustworthy, and tolerant personality.” (Egan 11). At the same time, the 

simplicity of Nick’s house promotes trust to him not only of the film characters but also of 
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the audience. the narration of the man who was different from Gatsby in all aspects but could 

feel a genuine sympathy is attractive in contrast with the other characters. Visual image of 

Nick and his place emphasize this effect. The other character who was characterized by 

means of colors is Myrtle Wilson. Her personality is illustrated using the pink color of her 

room and interior details that are aimed to imply positive associations. Both these interiors 

are intentionally contrasted to the houses of Gatsby and Buchanans. Luhrmann made their 

living rooms stylish, but the elements of comfort and coziness are added only to the small 

neat homes.  

In the film Great Gatsby, Luhrmann was not intended to reconstruct the epoch of the 

twentieth with all the accurate historical details. He added the elements of his own style and 

vision into the movie, considered the critical approach of the novel, and used colors and 

brightness for emphasizing the right perception. Thus, the film cannot be defined as accurate 

neither in the interior designs, nor in costumes, but it is genuinely unique in its visual style of 

depiction. Modern hairstyles, make-up, and some modern elements of the outfit are integrated 

into the mood of the epoch and are even able to make it clear for the audience.  
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