
Matthew 27:62-66 (cf. Mk 15:42-47; Lk 23:50-56; Jn 19:38-42) 
62The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63“Sir,” 
they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise 
again.’ 64So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples 
may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last decep-
tion will be worse than the first.” 

 65“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” 66So they went 
and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

 
1. 63‘After three days I will rise again.’   

a. Matthew 12:40 
For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  

b. Mark 8:31 (cf. Mk 9:31; 10:34 
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and AFTER three days 
rise again.  

c. Matthew 16:21 (Mt 17:23; 20:19; Lk 9:22; 18:33;  
From that time on Yeshua began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and ON the third day be raised to life.  

d. Acts 10:39-40 
39"We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed 
him by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him from the dead ON the third day and caused 
him to be seen.  

e. 1Corinthians 15:3-4 
3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Messiah died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised ON the third day according to 
the Scriptures ...  

f. If Yeshua was in the grave for three twenty-four hour periods—then:  
a. He was not raised from the dead ON the third day—but on the fourth!  
b. He could not have been crucified on the “day of Preparation” (Jn 19:31,42) (See notes, pp. 127-

128).   
c. In Jewish terminology, a night and a day together are referred to as an onah (term, season)—and 

any part of an onah is considered to be a whole.  
1) 2Chronicles 10:5,12 

5Rehoboam answered, “Come back to me in three days.” So the people went away … 12Three 
days later Jeroboam and all the people returned to Rehoboam, as the king had said, “Come 
back to me in three days.”  
a) Lit., “And Jeroboam came in, and all the people, unto Rehoboam ON the third day, as the 

king spoke, saying, ‘Return unto me ON the third day.’”  
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c) Rehoboam told them to come again IN three days—this means ON the third day.  
b) In our terminology, three days from Friday would be Monday, while the third day would be 

Sunday.  
2) Esther 4:18-19; 5:1 

16“Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for 
three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to 
the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 17So Mordecai went away 
and carried out all of Esther's instructions.  
5:1ON the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace, 
in front of the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the en-
trance.  
a) If Esther fasted for three full days and three full nights—i.e., for seventy-two hours—then 

she should have gone in before the king on the fourth day.  
d. If Yeshua died on Thursday afternoon and rose on Sunday morning, he rose on the fourth 

day—not the third!  
e. Yeshua was:  

1) Crucified on Friday, the “Day of Preparation” (it happened to be Passover—14Nissan).  
2) Buried on Friday afternoon before the weekly (and that year, the Festival) Sabbath began.  
3) Was in the tomb Friday, Shabbat (15Nissan).  
4) Resurrected on Sunday (16Nissan)—the third day!  

f. Yeshua was resurrected on 16Nissan, the Feast of First-fruits, the first day of the week.  
1) According to the Pharisaic calendar—it was on the first day of the week, the day after the 

Festival Sabbath (the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread).  
2) According to the Sadducean calendar—it was on the first day of the week, the first day fol-

lowing the weekly Sabbath that follows the Festival Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  
3) Yeshua’s triumphal entry, death and resurrection fit a pattern that intimately associates it 

with Israel’s first three redemptive feasts! 
 
 
 



Matthew 28:1-10 (cf. Mk 16:1-8; Lk 24:1-10; Jn 20:1-9) 
1After the Sabbath, at DAWN on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
look at the tomb.  

Luke 24:1On the first day of the week, VERY EARLY in the morning, the women took the spices they had 
prepared and went to the tomb.  
2There was a violent earthquake, for AN ANGEL of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the 

tomb, ROLLED BACK THE STONE and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were 
white as snow.  

Luke 24:2THEY FOUND THE STONE ROLLED AWAY from the tomb, 3but … they did not find the body of 
the Lord Yeshua. 4While they were wondering about this, suddenly TWO MEN in clothes that 
gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  
John 20:1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and 
saw that THE STONE HAD BEEN REMOVED from the entrance. 2So she came running to Simon Pe-
ter and the other disciple, the one Yeshua loved, and said, “THEY HAVE TAKEN THE LORD OUT OF 
THE TOMB, AND WE DON’T KNOW WHERE THEY HAVE PUT HIM!” 

 
4The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 5THE ANGEL said to 

the women, “DO NOT BE AFRAID, for I know that you are looking for Yeshua, who was crucified. 6HE IS 
NOT HERE; HE HAS RISEN, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”  

Luke 24:5IN THEIR FRIGHT the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but THE MEN said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6HE IS NOT HERE; HE HAS RISEN! Remember 
how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” 

 
7(The angel continues) “Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is go-

ing ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 8So the women hurried away 
from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Yeshua met them. 
“Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Yeshua said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  

Luke 24:8 Then they (the women) remembered his words. 9When they came back from the tomb, they 
told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11But they did not believe 
the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12Peter, however, got up and ran to 
the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering 
to himself what had happened.   
John 20:3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4Both were running, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there 
but did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw 
the strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the burial cloth that had been around Yeshua’s head. The 
cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8Finally the other disciple, who had reached 
the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9(They still did not understand from Scripture 
that Yeshua had to rise from the dead.) 10Then the disciples went back to their homes ... 
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MATTHEW 28 MARK 16 LUKE 24 JOHN 20 

Mary Magdalene, the other Mary Mary Magdalene, Mary, the moth-
er of James and Salome 

The “women” go to the tomb Mary Magdalene 

Earthquake, angel rolls back the 
stone 

The stone was rolled away The stone was rolled away, the 
body was missing 

The stone was rolled away, (the 
body was missing) 

Angel speaks to the women Young man speaks to the women Two “men” appear She runs to the disciples 

“He is risen” “He is risen” “He is risen” “They have taken (him) away” 

“Go quickly ... tell the disciples” “Go your way, tell the disciples” “Remember how he told you” 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 

Peter and John run to the tomb 
and see the strips of linen  

The women hurry away ... 
afraid ... filled with joy 

Bewildered, the women went 
out ... and fled 

the mother of James and the 
others tell the apostles 

Peter wondered, 
John believed 

Yeshua “met” them Yeshua appears “first” to Mary 
Magdalene 

“They” did not believe them The disciples return “home” 
Mary stays ... crying. 

Tell my brothers to go to Galilee Mary tells the disciples Peter ran to the tomb and saw 
the strips of linen 

Two angles appear to her, 
“Why are you crying?” 

Guards report to chief priests The disciples do not believe Peter wondered what happened Yeshua appears to Mary 

Disciples go to Galilee Yeshua appears to two disciples 
walking in the country 

Yeshua appears to two disciples 
(one is Cleophus) on the road to 

Emmaus 

Mary tells the disciples, 
“I have seen the Lord” 

When they saw him, they wor-
shipped 

They return to tell the Eleven Their eyes are opened, they 
return to tell the Eleven 

Yeshua appears to the disciples, 
shows them his wounds 

Some doubted They don’t believe Yeshua appears Disciples overjoyed 

 Yeshua appears to the Eleven Disciples are frightened “Receive the Holy Spirit” 

“All authority ... make disciples” He rebukes them for their lack of 
faith 

Yeshua shows them his wounds Thomas is not with them 

 “Go into all the world” They still don’t believe A week elapses 

  Yeshua eats with them Yeshua appears to the disciples 

  Yeshua opens their minds Thomas believes 

  “Stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power” 

 

  Near Bethany, Yeshua is “taken” 
to heaven 

 

  The disciples worship, return to 
Jerusalem with great joy. 

 



1. Mat 28:6He is risen ...  
a. Genesis 22:2-5 

2Then God said, “Take your ... only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sac-
rifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.” 3Early the next 
morning Abraham ... took ... (two of) his servants and his son Isaac ... and set out for the place ... 
4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place ... 5He said to his servants, “Stay here ... 
while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.”  

b. Isaiah 53:12 
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 
because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore 
the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.  

c. Psalm 16:9-10 
9Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices ... 10because you will not abandon me to the 
grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 11You have made known to me the path of life; 
you will fill me with joy in your presence ...  

d. Sukkah 52a 
Our Rabbis taught, The Holy One, blessed be He, will say to the Messiah, the son of David (May 
he reveal himself speedily in our days!), ‘Ask of me anything, and I will give it to thee,’ as it is said, 
I will tell of the decree etc. this day have I begotten thee, ask of me and I will give the nations for 
thy inheritance.(14) But when he will see that the Messiah the son of Joseph is slain, he will say to 
Him, ‘Lord of the Universe, I ask of Thee only the gift of life.’ ‘As to life,’ He would answer him, 
‘Your father David has already prophesied this concerning you,’ as it is said, He asked life of thee, 
thou gavest it him, [even length of days for ever and ever].(15)  
(14) Ps. II, 7 and 8. 

(15) Ps. XXI, 5.  
1) Psalm 2:7-8 

7I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become 
your Father. 8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth 
your possession.  

2) Psalm 21:4 
He asked you for life, and you gave it to him—length of days, for ever and ever. 
 

2. Mat 28:10Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  
a. Luke 24:11 

But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.   
1) The words of the women seemed like “baloney” or “bubameises”—because “they did not be-

lieve,” i.e., because they did not process in their heart that Yeshua had risen from the dead 
(Lk 24:25). NOT, “because they were women.”  

2) The women “wonder(ed)” why the tomb was empty too (Lk 24:4)—only after the “men” (i.e., the 
angels) reminded them of Yeshua’s words did they “get it” (Lk 24:7-8).  

3) For a more complete description of Yeshua’s relationship with his female disciples, see Robert 
Gorelik, The Captive Woman, Ch. 9, “Yeshua and Women,” (Eshav Books), pp. 55-59. 
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4) Mark 16:12-13 
12Afterward Yeshua appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the 
country. 13These returned and reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them either.   

5) EVEN AFTER SEEING THE EMPTY TOMB WITH HIS OWN EYES, Peter “went away, wondering 
to himself what had happened” (v. 12). 
 

3. John 20:1They have taken the body …   
a. An oblique reference to the Jewish hierarchy.  
b. But why would they take the body?—They wanted to prove that he stayed dead!  

1) Perhaps because if the disciples claimed that he had been raised from the dead, they could pro-
duce the body. 
 

4. John 20:7The cloth was folded up …  
a. Why would someone unwrap the body before taking it?  
b. And why would they fold up the strips of linen and the burial cloth and neatly separate them? 

 
5. John 20:10Then the disciples went back to their homes …  

a. Where? In the Galilee? Or, to their “homeS” locally, i.e., to wherever they were staying in Jerusalem. 
 

John 20:11-17 
11but Mary (Magdalene) stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb 12and saw two angels in white, seated where Yeshua’s body had been, one at the head and the oth-
er at the foot. 13They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, "and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14At this, she 
turned around and saw Yeshua standing there, but she did not realize that it was Yeshua. 

15“Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 

put him, and I will get him.” 
16Yeshua said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 

means [my] Teacher [or Master]). 
17Yeshua said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my 

brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”  
Matthew 28:9Suddenly Yeshua met them. “Greetings,” he said. (The women) came to him, clasped his feet 
and worshiped him.  

 
1. 15Thinking he was the gardener… “Mary.”  

a. No “gardener” would know her name, and no one else would pronounce it the way Yeshua did—
obviously they were very close. 

 
2. 17“Do not hold on to me ...  

a. ἅπτου (haptou)—imperative form of ἅπτομαι (haptomai [hap’-tom-ahee])—to fasten one’s self to, 

adhere to, cling to, to touch (used of carnal intercourse with a women or cohabitation, of ... having 
no fellowship with heathen practices).   

 



b. Genesis 26:11 
So Abimelech gave orders to all the people: “Anyone who molests this man or his wife shall surely 
be put to death.”  

c. Genesis 32:25 
When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that 
his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man.  

d. Exodus 19:12 
Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, ‘Be careful that you do not go up the 
mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death.’  

e. 2Corinthians 6:14-18 
14Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 
common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15What harmony is there between Mes-
siah and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16What agreement is 
there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has 
said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my peo-
ple” (Lev 26:12; Jer 32:38; Ezek 37:27). 17“Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the 
Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you” (Isa 52:11 Eze 20:34,41). 18“I will be a Father to 
you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  

f. 1John 5:18 
We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps 
him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 

 
3. 17I have not yet returned (or ascended) to the Father.  

a. Hebrews 9:21-28 
21In the same way, (the high priest) sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything 
used in its ceremonies. 22In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, 
and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (Lev 17:11). 

23It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacri-
fices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24For Messiah did 
not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, 
now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and 
again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own.  
26Then Messiah would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now HE 
HAS APPEARED ONCE for all at the end of the ages TO DO AWAY WITH SIN BY THE SACRIFICE 
OF HIMSELF. 

27Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28so Messiah was sacri-
ficed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, 
but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

 
4. 17my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.   

a. Matthew 28:10 
10Then Yeshua said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 
will see me.” 
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b. Hebrews 2:17 
For ... he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merci-
ful and faithful high priest ... and ... make atonement for the sins of the people.   

c. Exodus 20:2-6 
2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

3“You shall have no other gods before me. 
4“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 

earth beneath or in the waters below. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 
the LORD your God, am a jealous God ...    
1) Joshua 5:13-15 

13Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with 
a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our ene-
mies?” 14“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” 
Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my 
Lord have for his servant?” 15The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your san-
dals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. 

 
Matthew 28:11-15 (cf. Mk 16:9-2095; Lk 24:11-53; Jn 20:10-31) 
11While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief 
priests everything that had happened. 12When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a 
plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came 
during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14If this report gets to the governor, we 
will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15So the soldiers took the money and did as they were in-
structed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day. 
 
1. 13‘His disciples came ... and stole him away while we were asleep.’   

a. If this is true, then: 1) those who moved the stone managed to do so without waking the guards, 2) 
compromised their relationship with God, and 3) sacrificed their lives for a known lie. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

95 “The most reliable early manuscripts and other ancient witnesses do not have Mark 16:9-20”—Editor’s note, NIV. 


