
5779 – Leviticus 19-20 – Kedoshim (Be holy) 
 
19:1The LORD said to Moses, 2"Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and 
say to them: 'Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy. 3"'Each of 
you must respect your mother and father, and you must observe my Sab-
baths. I am the LORD your God. 4"'Do not turn to idols or make metal 
gods for yourselves. I am the LORD your God. 
 
1. Sidrah Kedoshim is situated in the middle of the Five Books of Moses. Its 

solemn call to sanctify our lives represents the climax of Torah legisla-
tion. The people of Israel were charged with the ideal of holiness from 
their very beginning as a sovereign nation (Exodus 19:6) and all the pre-
ceding laws were but the necessary steps for reaching that ideal.1  
a. Exodus 19:5-6 

6you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.'  
1) 2Timothy 3:16-17 

16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, re-
buking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the 
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped FOR EVERY 
GOOD WORK.  

2) Ephesians 2:1-10 
1As for you (i.e., Gentile believers in Ephesus), you were dead in 
your transgressions and sins … 3All of us also lived among them 
at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its 
desires and thoughts … God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us 
alive with Messiah even when we were dead in transgressions—
it is by grace you have been saved …. 8For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from your-
selves, it is the gift of God—9not by works, so that no one can 
boast. 10FOR WE ARE GOD'S HANDIWORK, CREATED IN 
MESSIAH YESHUA TO DO GOOD WORKS, WHICH GOD 
PREPARED IN ADVANCE FOR US TO DO.  

3) Titus 2:11-15 
11For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all 
people. 12It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives 
in this present age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope—the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Yeshua the 
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206.  

Messiah, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wick-
edness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, 
EAGER TO DO WHAT IS GOOD. 

 
2. Wyh]Ti !yvidoq] (k’doshim ti-h’yu)—"holy (m.p.), you (2.m.p.) shall be ..." 

.!k,yhel¿a> hw:hyÒ ynIa} v/dq; yKi (ki kadosh ani Adonai Elo-hei-chem) 

—"... because I, the LORD your God, am holy.  
a. vD'q;;; (kâdâsh)—to sanctify; be holy; sacred; set apart; separate; an 

act whereby or a state wherein people or things are set apart for 
God's use.  

b. The terms "sanctification" and "holiness" do not refer to moral or 
spiritual qualities, but rather to "position" and "relationship." 
vD'q;; reflects the position that some person or thing has in relation-

ship to God, consecrated (set apart) to His work and purpose.  
Therefore, any moral or spiritual connotation is a result and not 
a cause of relationship with God.  

c. The words kedoshim te’hiyu (“You shall be holy”) is plural—it is the 
people of Israel who shall be holy—the command to “be a holy peo-
ple” is repeated three more times in this parsha (20:7,8,26).  
1) Leviticus 20:7 

7'You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I 
am the LORD your God.  
a) Man is not only to worship God but to imitate him.  

2) Leviticus 20:8 
8'And you shall keep My statutes and practice them; I am the 
LORD who sanctifies you.  
a) We should actively pursue “holiness” and be separate from 

things common (or unclean).  
b) This parshah follows a detailed description of relationships 

that are pleasing, and not pleasing to the Lord. 
c) Leviticus 18:1 

2"Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'I am the LORD your 
God. 3You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used 
to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Ca-
naan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their prac-
tices. 4You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my 
decrees … 
 
  



3) Leviticus 20:26  
4) 1Peter 1:15-16  
5) The actual meaning of the Hebrew word kodesh is "separated." 

But separated in the sense of refinement. When we refine 
something we separate the substance we desire from extraneous 
substances that are mixed in with it.2  
The things that are kodesh are the ordinary events and stuff of 
life; remaining so, but separated from undesirable elements that 
would dilute and weaken them.  
So the doctrine of kodesh declares: "Don't abandon the world 
and everyday life—refine it!"  
Kodesh tells us:  
Don't eschew business and live out of dumpsters—but separate 
all dishonesty and fuzziness from your marketing.  
Don't hesitate to appreciate a really nice wine—but separate it 
from the rest of your bottles and save it for Shabbat.  
Don't live in as state of dreamy oblivion as to your neighbor's 
shortcomings—confront them as necessary. But separate the 
momentary experience out of your long-term "ledger" and don't 
bear grudges.  
Don't strangle ambition, indeed strive to attain economic suc-
cess, but separate out the impurities of greed and arrogance and 
you will be left with gratitude to G-d and generosity to those 
who lack.  
Don't get close to G-d by leaving your everyday life, get close 
by bringing G-d into your everyday life. We bring G-d into the 
places in our being cleared by separating out the "impurities," the 
negative character traits, the selfishness, and the shallowness.  
So, don't be holy; make your life "kadosh."  

Relationships/Community  
1. The Torah and it’s message of holiness is the heritage of the congrega-

tion of Israel.  
a. There was not supposed to be a small class of ‘specialists’ in reli-

gion who dwelt apart—the people as a whole were equal partici-
pants, even if everyone’s specific calling/duty differed. 

 
2. The Rabbis hold that ‘imitation of God’ is the highest human ideal.  
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a. But God is a consuming fire! How can we walk after Him? The mean-
ing is by being as He is—merciful, loving, longsuffering, gra-
cious, to friends and enemies.   

3. Holiness is thus not so much an abstract or mystic idea, rather a reg-
ulative principal in the every day lives of men and women.  
a. This is the keynote of the whole chapter and must be read in con-

nection with it’s various precepts. 
 

4. It applies to the whole community as a group—not to individuals.  
a. This means that we are to walk this out as members of a whole.  
b. Individuality is secondary to the whole.  
c. The opposite of the Greek idea of individualism—or the American 

ideal.  
d. Individualism in the Jewish model is as a support (or part) of the 

whole congregation. 
 

5. Holiness is not attained by a withdrawal from the world, nor by 
monk-like renunciation of human relationships of family or station.  
a. But, by a spirit in which we fulfill the obligations of life in its sim-

plest and most common details—Doing justly, loving mercy, and 
walking humbly with our God (Micah 6:8)—It is everyday life—
transformed. 

 
6. If we view holiness in the context of relationships, it affects how we 

see other people.  
a. Although we deeply value the relationship that we have with one an-

other in the community—we are also exhorted to recognize the la-
tent holiness in every person.  

b. We cannot dismiss anyone as ordinary or insignificant since each 
human being is created in the image of God. 

 
7. As God’s children, we imitate Him by sanctifying moments and 

things in our lives.  
a. Chapters 19 and 20 list mitzvot (deeds) that are considered outward 

reflections of (an inner) holiness.  
b. THE HARD PART IS CONNECTING THE INNER MAN TO THE 

OUTER MAN—TRUE “HOLINESS” IS PRACTICED DAILY, EVEN 
MOMENT TO MOMENT. 

 
 

 



1) Romans 7:12-20 
12So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, right-
eous and good. 

13Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no 
means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognized as 
sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that 
through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful. 
14We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold 
as a slave to sin. 15I do not understand what I do. For what I 
want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16And if I do what I 
do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17As it is, it is no 
longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18For I know 
that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful na-
ture. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot 
carry it out (lit., for I have known that there does not dwell in 
me, that is, in my flesh, good: for to will is present with me, 
and to work that which is right I do not find …) 19For I do not 
do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I 
keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no 
longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 
 

8. The commandments are not merely things to do in order to “be holy.” 
Ideally ones’ adherence to them, and the fruit that is produced 
thereby, will be outward reflections of a loving relationship with the 
Giver of the commandments. 

 
9. Yeshua sums up this action/intention concept:  

a. Matthew 12:50   
b. Matthew 5:48  
c. John 15:10  
d. John 15:12  
e. Yeshua connects obedience to the Torah as the goal of our relation-

ship to God and to others.  
1) Our words and deeds are an expression and demonstration, an 

out-flowing of our love for God for each other and the commu-
nity of faith, who are our primary family.  

2) He wants us to be different, distinct, set-apart—to walk in the 
humility of obedience and in the beauty of holiness which is the 
beauty of His presence. 
 

So how is it that the Torah commands us to “be holy?” How can we 
make ourselves separate from that which we are? 

 

1. We are either holy or we are not, and if we are not holy, there is noth-
ing we can do to make ourselves holy.  
a. A man cannot sanctify himself—it is God Who sanctifies.  
b. In the same way that He separated the darkness from the light at 

creation, and designated the Sabbath as holy time, and the rocky 
soil of Mt. Sinai as holy ground and the sacred precincts of the Tab-
ernacle as holy space, God can declare the distinction between holy 
and profane.  

c. He does it by drawing a clear demarcation around that which is 
made holy. 

 
2. Here is the riddle. To be made holy, a thing must be separated from its 

context, clearly defined and demarcated by God. He is the Sanctifier. 
Yet somehow, we are to contribute to that holiness.  
a. We are to ‘be’ holy. The answer to the riddle is in the oft repeated li-

turgical formula, “who has sanctified (or set us apart) us with His 
commandments.” 

 


