
Parsha: Vayikra - “And he called” 

9 Adar II 5779 - March 15, 2019

Torah: Le 1:1-5:26

Haftorah: Is 43:21-44:23

Apostolic Writings: He 9:23-10:1


Leviticus 1:1 The LORD called to Moses and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting…


Exodus 40:33 When Moses had finished the work, 34 the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, 

and the Presence of the LORD filled the Tabernacle. 35 Moses could not enter the Tent 
of Meeting, because the cloud had settled upon it and the Presence of the LORD filled 

the Tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up 
from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud was 
not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud 

of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the 
house of Israel throughout all their journeys. 


• The Tent of Meeting 
• yā’ad - appoint, betrothe, assemble, meet, set (yod-ayin-dalet: “abled to see 

the pathway”)

• derivatives:


• ‘ēdâ - congregation

• mô’ēd - appointed place


• The basic meaning of this root is “to appoint,” in which sense it occurs in the 
Qumran War Scroll, the Thanksgiving Psalms, and the Messianic Rule…  
1

• betrothal of a woman: Exodus 21:8 If she does not please her master, who has 
designated her for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed. He shall have 

no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has broken faith with her.

• designate time:  2 Samuel 20:4 Then the king said to Amasa, “Call the men of 

Judah together to me within three days, and be here yourself.”5 So Amasa 

went to summon Judah, but he delayed beyond the set time that had been 
appointed him.


• to appoint a rod: Micah 6:8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what 
does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 

 Lewis, Jack P. “878 יָעַד.” Ed. R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke. Theological Wordbook of 1

the Old Testament 1999 : n. pag. 387.



Parsha: Vayikra - “And he called” 9 Adar II 5779 - March 15, 2019

walk humbly with your God? 9 The voice of the LORD cries to the city — and 

it is sound wisdom to fear your name: “Hear of the rod and of him who 
appointed it! 


• agreeing to meet: Amos 3:3 Do two walk together, unless they have agreed to 

meet? 

• The LORD met with Moses at the “tent of meeting” (ʾōhel moʿēd). He appeared 

in the cloud at the door of the tent and spoke to him as “a man speaks to his 
friend (Ex 33:7, 11; Num 12:8).” The purpose of the LORD meeting Moses and at 
times all of Israel is revelation (Ex 29:42; 33:11; Num 7:89). The LXX translates 
ʾōhel môʿēd over one hundred times as skēnē marturiou (tent of witness). The 
general idea is an appointed place of revelation. 
2

• God’s Call 
• qārā’ - call, call out, recite


• derivatives:

• va-yiq-rā - and he called


• The root denotes primarily the enunciation of a specific message. In the 

case of the latter usage it is customarily addressed to a specific recipient 
and is intended to elicit a specific response (hence, it may be translated 
“proclaim, invite”). 
3

And He Called  4

Lekach Tov

And God called... From here (that the text says "called to Moses”) we learn a general 
principle for human behavior. For a person does not enter into their friends house, 
unless they are told to enter, all the more so with Moses.


 ibid, pag 389.2
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Revelation 3:14 “And to the messenger of the congregation in Laodicea write: ‘The words of 
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s creation.

 

15 “ ‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or 
hot! 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 
mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that 
you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold 
refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe 
yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your 
eyes, so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous 
and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 21 The one who 
conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat 
down with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the congregations.’ ” 


Midrash HaGadol

Rabbi Zarika said: …The text rather meant to inform of Moses's humility and humble 
nature. It is the custom in the world that a person who is accustomed to speaking with 
king at all times, this person enters and exits without permission, for they become 
haughty. But, Moses our teacher, may peace be upon him, is not thus. Even though 
God speaks with him face to face several times, Moses would stand and shake and act 
in a manner giving respect to the Shechinah, as if he had never spoken with God, 
ever. And in this way, Moses merited what no person had ever merited, that every time 
he entered, immediately the Shechinah would speak with him, as it says, "In 
Moses's comings to the Tent of Meeting to speak with God and to hear The Voice 
speaking to him." (Numbers 7:89), as it is written, "One who cares for their master 
will be honored." (Proverbs 27:18).


Matthew 25:20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents 
more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents 
more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 

faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And 
he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two 
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talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 
into the joy of your master.’


Vayikra Rabbah 1:7

…This can be compared to a King who commanded his servant and said to him, "Build 
me a palace." On every item which the servant built he wrote the name of the King on it. 
When he built walls he wrote the name of the King on them. When he stood up columns 
he wrote the name of the King on them. When he installed beams he wrote the name of 
the King on them. After a while, the King entered into the palace. On everything which 
he looked, he found his name written. He said, "All this great honor was afforded to me 
by my servant and I am on the interior and he is outside?!" [The King] called [the 
servant] to enter into the inner part of the palace. So too, when The Holy One, Blessed 
is God, said to Moses, "Build me a Sanctuary," on every single mater Moses wrote, "As 
Hashem had commanded Moses." The Holy One said, "All of this great honor was 
given to me by Moses and I'm inside and he is outside?!" God called to him (Moses) to 
enter the inner place, and therefore it says, "And God called to Moses.”


1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a 

price. So glorify God in your body… 7:17 let each person lead the life that the LORD has 
assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the 

congregations… 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God. 32 Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the congregation of God, 
33 just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but 
that of many, that they may be saved… 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the LORD, knowing that in the 

LORD your labor is not in vain. 


Va'Yikra Rabbah 1:3

And God called to Moses... (And why did God call to Moses specifically with this 
name?) God said to Moses: My dear! From all of the ten names that you are called I will 
not call you besides the name that you were called by the daughter of Pharaoh. "And 
she called his name Moses," (Ex. 2:7) and "And God called to Moses”
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Matthew 1:20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the LORD appeared to 

him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Yeshua, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took 

place to fulfill what the LORD had spoken by the prophet:  

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the LORD commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had 

given birth to a son. And he called his name Yeshua. 


What Was Moses’ Real Name? 
5

Interestingly, Yalkut Shimoni  says that Moses was called by no less than ten names:
6

1. Yered (ירד), implying “descent.” According to one opinion, Miriam gave him this 
name, for because of him she went down (yarad) to the Nile to see what would 
become of him. Alternatively, Moses was called this name because he brought the 
Torah down to the Jewish people, and the Divine Presence back down to this 
physical world.


2. Avigdor (אבי גדור), “master of the fence.” According to Me’am Loez he was called 
this (by his grandfather Kehat), because “since Moses’ birth, G‑d has fenced in 
Pharaoh, not allowing him to continue his decree to drown Jewish infants.”


3. Chever (חבר), “companion” or “connector.” Either because Moses connected the 

Jewish people with their heavenly Father, or because he prevented (העביר, 
phonetically similar to חבר) heavenly retribution for their sins. Some say that Amram, 
his father, gave Moses this name, because Moses was born after his father had 
once again joined his wife after having divorced her.


4. Avi Socho (אבי סוכו), “Father of Seers.” He was given this name by his grandfather 
Kehat (alternatively, by the nurse who helped Moses’ mother raise him), because 
Moses would grow up to be the “master” (avi) of the seers (sochim) and prophets.


 https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/627663/jewish/What-Was-Moses-Real-Name.htm5

 On Leviticus, remez 428; and Exodus, remez 166, where attributions of the names are given. Most of these names 6

are mentioned in I Chronicles 4:18, and the name Shemayah ben Nethanel ibid. 24:6; see Targum ad loc.
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5. Yekutiel (יקותיא‑ל), from the root kavei (קוה), meaning “hope.” His mother, 
Jochebed, called him this name because she had hope and trust in G‑d that He 
would return Moses to her. Alternatively, because she foresaw that Moses would be 
the Jewish nation’s great hope.


6. Avi Zanoach (אבי זנוח), literally, “master of rejection.” Aaron, Moses’ brother, gave 
him this name, saying, “My father rejected my mother, but took her back because of 
this child.” Alternatively, because Moses would make Israel reject idols.


7. Toviah (טובי‑ה), implying “goodness.” 
7

8. The Jewish people called him “Shemayah (שמעי‑ה) ben [the son of] Nethanel.”  8

They predicted that in his days, G‑d would hear (שמע) their prayers.

9. Ben Evyatar (בן אביתר), “son of pardon,” since Moses was the Jewish son who 

would solicit G‑d’s pardon (ויתר) for the Jewish people’s sin of the Golden Calf.


10. Levi (לוי), so named after the tribe to which Moses belonged.


Despite all these names, throughout the Torah, he is referred to as Moses. Moreover, 
G‑d Himself addresses Moses only by this name.  Our sages tell us that this teaches us 9

the importance of raising a child, especially when doing so requires special self-
sacrifice.


The Three Alephs - A Picture of Humility  10

Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch (who later became the third Rebbe of Chabad) 
entered cheder on the day after Yom Kippur of the year 1792, eleven days after his third 
birthday. The child’s grandfather, Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, instructed Reb Avraham 
the melamed to begin the first lesson with the opening verses of Vayikra.


Following the lesson, the child asked: “Why is the word vayikra written with a little aleph?”


For a long while Rabbi Schneur Zalman sat in a deep meditative trance. Then he explained:


 In Shemot Rabbah 1:20 there is an opinion that says that Moses was also called Tov, “good.”7

 According to some, “ben [the son of] Nethanel” was a distinct name. Regardless, Netanel is a composite of two 8

words, natan, meaning “gave,” and E‑l, “G‑d.” Thus, as a whole the name ben Netanel means “the person [literally, 
‘the son’] to whom G‑d gave the Torah.”

 Exodus 3:49

 From the talks of the Sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneerson. https://www.chabad.org/10

parshah/in-depth/default_cdo/aid/39682/jewish/Vayikra-In-Depth.htm
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“The first man, Adam, was ‘the handiwork of G‑d,’ and G‑d attested that his wisdom was 
greater than that of the angels. Adam was aware of his own greatness, and this 
awareness caused him to overestimate himself and led to his downfall in the sin of 

the Tree of Knowledge.


“Moses, who possessed a soul deriving from chochmah of atzilut (the highest manifestation 
of Divine wisdom), was also aware of his own greatness. But this did not lead him toward 
self-aggrandizement. On the contrary, it evoked in him a broken and anguished heart, 
and made him extremely humble in his own eyes, thinking to himself that if someone else 
had been blessed with the gifts with which he, Moses, had been blessed, that other person 
would surely have achieved far more than himself. Thus G‑d testifies in the Torah that 
‘Moses was the most humble man upon the face of the earth.’


“In the letters of the Torah, which G‑d gave at Sinai, there are three sizes: intermediate 
letters, oversized letters and miniature letters. As a rule, the Torah is written with 
intermediate letters, signifying that a person should strive for the level of ‘the intermediate 
man’ (a concept that Rabbi Schneur Zalman puts forth in his Tanya). Adam’s name is 
spelled with an oversize aleph (in I Chronicles 1:1), because his self-awareness led to his 
downfall. On the other hand, Moses, through his sense of insufficiency, attained the highest 
level of humility, expressed by the miniature aleph of Vayikra.”


If you are a man of distinction and entitled to a prominent seat at an assembly, seat yourself, 
nevertheless, two or three seats lower, for it is better to be told 'Go up,' than to be asked to 'go 
down.' Hillel was wont to say, 'If I condescend I am exalted, but if I am haughty I am 
degraded.’ 
11

Isaiah 43:1 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O 
Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 Leviticus Rabba 111
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