
5779 - Exodus 38-40 - Pekudei (Accounts) 
 
Exodus 38:21-31 
21These are the amounts of the materials used for the tabernacle, the 
tabernacle of the covenant law, which were recorded at Moses' command 
by the Levites under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron, the priest. 
22(Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made every-
thing the LORD commanded Moses; 23with him was Oholiab son of 
Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan—an engraver and designer, and an embroi-
derer in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen.)  
JPS—These are the accounts of the tabernacle, even the tabernacle of 

the testimony … 
 
1. Exodus Rabbah LI. 1 

1. THESE ARE THE ACCOUNTS OF THE TABERNACLE (xxxvm, 21). 
When R. Tanhuma began his dissertation [on this chapter] he cited: A 
faithful man shall abound with blessings; but he that maketh haste to 
be rich shall not be unpunished (Prov. XXVIII, 20). You will find that 
God always brings blessings by the hand of a man who is faithful 
[trusted], but he that is not faithful and ‘Maketh haste to be rich shall 
not be unpunished.’ ‘A faithful man’ refers to Moses who was the 
confidant of God, as it says, My servant Moses is not so; he is trusted 
in all My house (Num. XII, 7). This is why [Solomon] said: ‘A faithful 
man shall abound with blessings,’ because everything over which Mo-
ses was appointed custodian was blessed, on account of his trust-
worthiness. ‘But he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be unpun-
ished.’ This refers to Korah, who was a Levite, but was ambitious for 
the High Priesthood also. What end awaited him? And the earth 
opened her mouth, and swallowed them up (ib. XVI, 32).  
a. Numbers 12:1-8 

1Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his 
Cushite wife … 2"Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?" they 
asked. "Hasn't he also spoken through us?" And the LORD heard 
this. 3(Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than 
anyone else on the face of the earth.) … 7But this is not true of 
my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. 8With him I 
speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of 
the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my 
servant Moses?"  

b. Targum Pseudo-Jonathan, Numbers 12:7 
Not so is the way with Mosheh My servant; in all the house of Isra-
el My people he is faithful.  

c. “According to an old tradition, the Messiah was perfectly prefig-
ured in Moses. But Moses died before he could lead the Children 
of Israel into the Land of Promise. Consequently, for the parallel 
to be complete, the Messiah, too had to die before accomplishing 
his great task of ultimate Redemption (italics added).”1  
1) Numbers Rabbah 11:2 

The first redeemer was Moses, who appeared to them and then 
disappeared ... The final redeemer will also appear to them and 
then disappear.  

d. Nedarim 38a 
R. Johanan said: The Holy One, blessed be He, causes His Divine 
Presence to rest only upon him who is strong, wealthy, wise and 
meek; and all these [qualifications] are deduced from Moses. 
Strong, for it is written … And I took the two tables, and cast them 
out of my two hands, and broke them. Now, it was taught: The ta-
bles were six [handbreadths] in length, six in breadth, and three in 
thickness.(24) Wealthy, [as it is written] Hew thee, [interpreted] the 
chips be thine. Wise: for Rab and Samuel both said, Fifty gates of 
understanding were created in the world, and all but one were giv-
en to Moses, for it is said, For thou hast made him [sc. Moses] a 
little lower than God.(25) Meek, for it is written, Now the man Mo-
ses was very meek.(26)  
(24) These would be extremely heavy and require great strength to handle. 
(25) Ps. VIII, 6. 
(26) Num. XII, 3.  
1) Luke 2:39-40 

40And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with 
wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.  

2) Luke 11:14-23 
21"When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his 
possessions are safe. 22But when someone stronger attacks and 
overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man 
trusted and divides up his plunder. 23"Whoever is not with me 
is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.  

3) Matthew 6:19-21 
21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

4) Matthew 11:29 (KJV) 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  
CJB—because I am gentle and humble in heart …  

                                                 
1 Raphael Patai, The Messiah Texts (Avon Books,), pp. 166,167. 



a) Zechariah 9:9 
Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly 
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
LXX—Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Sion; proclaim it aloud, O 

daughter of Jerusalem; behold, the King is coming to 
thee, just, and a Saviour; he is meek and riding on an 
ass, and a young foal.  

b) praüs or praos (adjective) … denotes “gentle, mild, meek” … 
(in its noun form) praütês, or praotes … denotes “meekness.” 
In its use in Scripture, in which it has a fuller, deeper signifi-
cance than in nonscriptural Greek writings, it consists not in 
a person’s “outward behavior only; nor yet in his relations to 
his fellow-men; as little in his mere natural disposition. Ra-
ther it is an inwrought grace of the soul; and the exercises 
of it are first and chiefly towards God. It is that temper of 
spirit in which we accept His dealings with us as good, and 
therefore without disputing or resisting … it is only the 
humble heart which is also the meek, and which, as such, 
does not fight against God and more or less struggle and 
contend with Him. This meekness, however, being first of 
all a meekness before God, is also such in the face of men, 
even of evil men, out of a sense that these, with the insults 
and injuries which they may inflict, are permitted and em-
ployed by Him for the chastening and purifying of His 
elect” (Trench, Syn. §xlii) … 

The meaning of praütês “is not readily expressed in 
English, for the terms meekness, mildness, commonly 
used, suggest weakness and (lack of courage or determina-
tion; timidity) to a greater or less extent, whereas praütês 
does nothing of the kind … It must be clearly understood, 
therefore, that the meekness manifested by the Lord and 
commended to the believer is the fruit of power. The com-
mon assumption is that when a man is meek it is because he 
cannot help himself; but the Lord was ‘meek’ because he 
had the infinite resources of God at His command.2  

5) Hebrews 2:5-9 
5It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, 
about which we are speaking. 6But there is a place where some-
one has testified: "What is (man) that you are mindful of (him), a 

                                                 
2 W. E. Vine, Vines Complets Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament 

Words, (Thomas Nelson Publishers), p. 401.  

son of man that you care for him? 7You made (him) a little lower 
than the angels; you crowned (him) with glory and honor 8and 
put everything under (his) feet." In putting everything under 
(him), God left nothing that is not subject to (him). Yet at present 
we do not see everything subject to (him). 9But we do see Yeshua, 
who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now 
crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so 
that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  
1] Psalm 8:4-6 

… 4what is (man) that you are mindful of (him)? And (the son 
of man) that you care for (him)? 5You have made (him) a little 
lower than the angels and crowned (him) with glory and hon-
or. 6You made (him) rulers over the works of your hands; you 
put everything under (his) feet …  

2] Zohar, Bereshith, Section 1, Page 36b 
God clothed Adam and Eve in garments … as it is written, HE 
MADE THEM COATS OF SKIN. At first they had had coats of 
light, which procured them the service of the highest of the 
high, for the celestial angels used to come to enjoy that light; 
so it is written, ‘For thou hast made him but little lower than 
the angels, and crownest him with glory and honour’ (Ps. VIII, 
6). Now after their sins they had only coats of skin, good 
for the body but not for the soul.  

3] Galatians 4:4-5 
… 4when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born 
of a woman, born under the (curse of the) law, 5to redeem 
those under the (curse of the) law, that we might receive 
adoption to sonship.  

4) Isaiah 53:4-6 
4Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 
considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflict-
ed. 5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6We all, 
like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

e. Hebrews 3:1-6 
2He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses 
was faithful in all God's house. 3Yeshua has been found worthy 
of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has 
greater honor than the house itself. 4For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder of everything. 5"Moses was faith-



ful as a servant in all God's house (Num 12:7)," bearing witness to 
what would be spoken by God in the future. 6But Messiah is faith-
ful as the Son over God's house. And we are his house, if indeed 
we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory. 
 

40:34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle. 35Moses could not enter the tent of meeting 
because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle. 36In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted 
from above the tabernacle, they would set out; 37but if the cloud did not 
lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 38So the cloud of the 
LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, 
in the sight of all the Israelites during all their travels. 

  
1. 34and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  

a. John 1:14 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from 
the Father, full of grace and truth.  

 When the cloud was raised up. It is—(uv-hei-a-lot he-a-nan) ּוְבֵהָעלֹות ֶהָעָנן .2

very significant that Exodus ends with the mention of the pillar of 
cloud which guided the Israelites throughout their journey in the Wil-
derness. It was this pillar of cloud that showed God’s love enveloping 
His nation … The Torah returns to this subject to underscore that the 
people’s temporary straying at the sin of the Golden Calf could not 
diminish the bonds of affection between HaShem and His people. At 
the end of the long chapters devoted to Israel’s sin and its conse-
quences, nothing could better express the perfect reconciliation be-
tween HaShem and Israel and the thanks owed to Moses for his mas-
terful intercession. The pillar of cloud continued to protect the peo-
ple during their entire journey, not only when all went well, but al-
so when sin darkens their relationship with HaShem.3  
a. Deuteronomy 4:25-31 

26I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you this day 
that you will quickly perish from the land that you are crossing 
the Jordan to possess. You will not live there long … 27The LORD 
will scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of you will sur-
vive among the nations to which the LORD will drive you … 29But if 
from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you 
seek him with all your heart and with all your soul. 30When you are 
in distress and all these things have happened to you, then in later 

                                                 
3 Rabbi Elie Munk, The Call of the Torah, (Mesorah Publications, ltd.), p. 549. 

days you will return to the LORD your God and obey him. 31For the 
LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy 
you or forget the covenant with your ancestors, which he con-
firmed to them by oath.  

b. Deuteronomy 31:1-6 
6Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because 
of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never 
leave you nor forsake you."  

c. 1Samuel 12:19-25 
20"Do not be afraid," Samuel replied. "You have done all this evil; 
yet do not turn away from the LORD, but serve the LORD with 
all your heart. 21Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do 
you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they are useless. 
22For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his peo-
ple, because the LORD was pleased to make you his own. 23As for 
me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing 
to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and right. 
24But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your 
heart; consider what great things he has done for you. 25Yet if you 
persist in doing evil, both you and your king will perish."  

d. Psalm 105:7-11 
7He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. 8He 
remembers his covenant forever, the promise he made, for a 
thousand generations, 9the covenant he made with Abraham, the 
oath he swore to Isaac. 10He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, to 
Israel as an everlasting covenant: 11"To you I will give the land of 
Canaan as the portion you will inherit."  

e. Jeremiah 31:37 
37This is what the LORD says: "Only if the heavens above can be 
measured and the foundations of the earth below be searched 
out will I reject all the descendants of Israel because of all they 
have done," declares the LORD.  

f. Romans 11:1, 11-12 
1I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! …  

11Again I ask: Did they (Israel) stumble so as to fall beyond re-
covery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation 
has come to the Gentiles to make Israel (jealous). 12But if their 
transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means 
riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their full in-
clusion bring! 


