
5779 - Exodus 35-38 - Vayakhel (And he assembled) 
 
Exodus 35:1-3 
1Moses assembled the whole Israelite community and said to them, 
"These are the things the LORD has commanded you to do: 2For six days, 
work is to be done, but the seventh day shall be your holy day, a day 
of sabbath rest to the LORD. Whoever does any work on it is to be put to 
death. 3Do not light a fire in any of your dwellings on the Sabbath day." 
 
1. 1Moses assembled the whole Israelite community ... 

  ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֲעַדתֹמֶׁשה ֶאת־ָּכל־ ַוַּיְקֵהל

a. ַוַּיְקֵהל —f., קהל —to assemble, gather 

1) hL ;hiq ] (k’hilah)—assembly, convocation, congregation. 

2) assembly, specially convoked (or convened).  
a) for evil counsel.  
b) for war or invasion.  
c) the company of returning exiles.  
d) for religious purposes, to hear words.  
e) for feasts, fasts, and worship.  

3) congregation, as an organized body.  
a) of Israel.  
b) restored community in Jerusalem.  
c) of angels.  
d) more generally: company, assembled multitude.  

b. ֲעַדת —f., העד  —congregation, gathering 

1) From d [ 'y : (ya-ahd [appoint])—company, assembled together by 

appointment, or acting together in concert.  
2) The term edah is used primarily to designate the congregation of 

Israel as an entity, while qahal often indicates the assembling 
of people for a specific purpose, especially worship.  

2) congregation of El, of the company of angels.  
a) congregation of peoples, of the righteous, of evil doers, of Korah.  

3) of animals, e.g., a swarm of bees.  
4) of Israel, i.e., the whole assemblage of them.  

a) of those gathered to Solomon, of assembly at Shechem, of re-
stored people. 

  

c. evkklhsi,a (ekklesia)—from ek, “out of,” and klêsis, “a calling” (f. 

kaleô, to call)—a gathering of citizens called out from their homes 
into some public place, an assembly, an assembly of the people 
convened at the public place of the council for the purpose of de-
liberating, the assembly of the Israelites, any gathering or throng of 
men assembled by chance, tumultuously (Thayer).  
1) In the great classical days of Athens, the ekklesia was the con-

vened assembly of the people, a sort of town council. In the 
wider Greek world, ekklesia came to mean any duly convened 
assembly of citizens.  

2) It is questionable whether ekklesia was ever used in Greek society 
for a religious group.  

3) The use of ekklesia in the NT does not stem from the use of 
ekklesia in secular Greek, but from the use of ekklesia in the 
LXX.   

d. “The Greeks had a well developed vocabulary to describe their religious 
gatherings and offerings. Most of these terms are not found in the 
New Testament. The comparison of two words in particular, however, 
ekklêsia and sunagôgê … (derived from the verb sunagô … “to bring 
together”) are of specific interest for Biblical studies. Ekklêsia was 
used in a very restricted sense, while sunagôgê was used very 
broadly. Sunagôgê was used especially for the cultic gatherings and 
various offerings to the pagan deities.   

 (In the Septuagint), Ekklêsia translates only one Hebrew word, 
i.e., qâhâl … Qâhâl principally conveys the idea of a group of people 
assembling for a variety of purposes … The assembly (ekklêsia, He-
brew qâhâl) never stands for a pagan religious gathering.  

Thus, from the Septuagint it becomes clear that ekklesia was pri-
marily used as an equivalent for qahal, a term which to some degree 
was itself a particular group within the people of God.”1  

e. Acts 7:38 (NAS) 
(Moses) was in the assembly (Gk. ekkesia—Heb. kahal) in the wil-
derness …  

 f. James 2:2 (NAS) 
For if a man comes into your assembly (Gk. sunagoge—Heb. Beit 
HaK’nesset) with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes … 
 
 

                                                 
1 Thoralf Gilbrant, Int’l Ed., The Complete Biblical Library, The New Testament 

Greek–English Dictionary, Delta–Epsilon, (The Complete Biblical Library, 1990), 
pp. 334-335. 



2. “More than Gathering Together”—Vayakhel; Exodus 35:1-38:20  
Adapted from Likkutei Sichos,2 Vol. XXI, p. 250ff; Sefer HaSichos 5749, 
p. 292ff; Sichos Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel, 5752 

 
A Whole That is Greater than Its Parts 
The Hebrew language does not lack synonyms, and there are several 

other verbs (e.g., ויאסוף or ויקבץ)(1) which could have been chosen to 
begin the verse (Exo 35:1): "And Moshe gathered together the children 

of Israel." The word employed, vayakhel (ויקהל), is significant, for it 
implies the fusion of the people into a kahal or communal entity, 
far more than a collection of individuals.(2) A group which gathers to-
gether can also move apart, and even while together, the union is not 
complete. A kahal, by contrast, represents an eternal(3) entity that 
unites individuals in a new framework, highlighting the fundamental 
bond that joins them ...  
 collect, concentrate (one’s forces), gather together or assemble—(kabatz) קבץ (1)

(one’s men, soldiers, sheep, or the harvest). 

סףי  (yasaf)—add, increase, do again. 
(2) See Tzafnas Paneach, Klalei HaTorah VehaMitzvos, entry tzibbur. 
(3) For “a collective can never die” (Temurah15b). 

 
What motivates our people to rise above their individual identities? 
The call of Moshe Rabbeinu. Moshe Rabbeinu was the epitome of self-
transcendence; every aspect of his being was committed to oth-
ers.(12) And thus he was able to inspire self-transcendence. Moshe is 
described as "a shepherd of faith." He infused the Jewish people with 
knowledge, enabling us to establish harmony between the different 
dimensions of our being.(13) ...  
(12) See the essay entitled “A Paradigm Of Leadership.” 
(13) See the maamar, VeKibeil HaYehudim, 5687, English translation, S.I.E., 

N.Y., 5751. 
 

The most complete expression of this oneness will come in the Era of 
the Redemption,(16) when "a great congregation (kahal gadol) will re-
turn there" (Jer 31:8). Jews from all over the world will stream together 
to Eretz Yisrael. This ingathering will be more than geographic in na-
ture. G-d will "bring us together from the four corners of the 
earth."(18) But more importantly, there will be unity and harmony 
among us, and this unity will embrace all existence. "The world will be 
filled with the knowledge of G-d as the waters cover the ocean bed."(19)  

                                                 
2 Likkutei Sichos, lit. "Collected Talks," (Hebrew: ליקוטי שיחות) is an anthology of 

essays by the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, relating 
to the weekly portion of the Torah and special occasions in the Jewish and Ha-
sidic calendar. 

(16) Shabbos is described as me’ein olam haba’ah, a microcosm of the World to 
Come. Since the ultimate fulfillment of the unity of Parshas Vayak-
hel will be in the Era of the Redemption, the parshah begins with the 
commandment to observe Shabbos, the day when this unity is ex-
pressed. 

(18) Daily liturgy, Siddur Tehillat HaShem, p. 55. 
(19) Isaiah 11:9, quoted by the Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Melachim 12:5, 

as the conclusion of his discussion of the Era of the Redemption. 
 
3. 2aFor six days, work is to be done ...  

a. The early Rabbis formulated a comprehensive classification of the cat-
egories of labor forbidden on the Sabbath from the various references 
of prohibited types of work mentioned in the Bible (M. Shab. 7:2).  

b. They based their classification on the fact that the Sabbath com-
mandment was repeated to Moses immediately after he was giv-
en instructions regarding the construction of the Tabernacle—
and that the construction of the Tabernacle was forbidden on the 
Sabbath.  

c. “Work” specifically prohibited in the Tenach (the Jewish Bible) in-
cludes: 1) lighting a fire (Exo 35:3), 2) baking and cooking (Exo 
16:23), 3) gathering wood (Num 15:32-36), 4) moving out of a pro-
scribed area (Exo 16:29), 5) plowing and harvesting (Exo 34:21), 6) 
carrying a load (Jer 17:21-27), 7) engaging in business (Isa 58:13) 
and 8) buying and selling (Neh.13:15-22).  

d. “Work” prohibited in the building of the Tabernacle, based upon the 
classification system of the Rabbis includes: 1) sowing, 2) plowing, 
3)reaping, 4) binding sheaves, 5) threshing, 6) winnowing, 7) select-
ing, 8) grinding, 9) sifting, 10) kneading, 11) baking, 12) shearing 
wool, 13) washing wool, 14) beating wool, 15) dyeing wool, 16) 
spinning, 17) weaving, 18) making two loops, 19) weaving two 
threads, 20) separating two threads, 21) tying, 22) untying, 23) sew-
ing two stitches, 24) tearing, 25) trapping, 26) slaughtering, 27) 
flaying, 28) salting meat, 29) curing hide, 30) scraping hide, 31) cut-
ting hide up, 32) writing two letters, 33) erasing two letters, 34) 
building, 35) tearing a building down, 36) extinguishing a fire, 37) 
kindling a fire, 38) hitting with a hammer, 39) taking an object 
from the private domain to the public, 40) transporting an object in 
the public domain. 

 
4. 2bthe seventh day shall be your holy day, a day of sabbath rest ...   

a. Luke 13:10-17 
10On a Sabbath Yeshua was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11and 
a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen 
years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12When 
Yeshua saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, 



you are set free from your infirmity." 13Then he put his hands on 
her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God ...   

b. Shabbat 150a 
Both R. Hisda and R. Hamnuna said: Accounts that have to do with 
performing a precept may be reckoned on the Sabbath. And R. 
Eleazar said: One may allocate grants to the poor on the Sabbath. 
And R. Jacob bar Idi said in the name of R. Yohanan: One may 
oversee matters of life and death and of communal urgency on 
the Sabbath, and one may go to synagogues to attend to communal 
affairs on the Sabbath. R. Samuel bar Nahmani said to R. Jonathan: 
One may even go to theaters, circuses, and basilicas to attend to 
communal affairs on the Sabbath. In the school of R. Manasseh it 
was taught: One may make arrangements on the Sabbath for the 
betrothal of a young woman and for teaching reading or a craft to a 
child, for Scripture says, "Not pursuing your affairs," meaning: 
Your own affairs may not be pursued, but the affairs of Heaven 
may be pursued.  

c. Pesikta Rabbati 14:2; Midrash Aseret ha-Dibberot3 (BhM 1:74-75). 
A story is told of a certain pious man who owned a plowing heifer. 
In time, the pious man's wealth slipped out of his hands, and he 
had to sell his heifer to a heathen, who plowed with her for six 
days of the [first] week. But on the Sabbath, when he brought her 
out to play, she lay down under the yoke and would do no work. 
Though he kept beating her, she would not budge from her place. 
Seeing this, he went to the pious man and said to him, "Come, take 
back your heifer. For six days I worked her, but when I took her out 
on the Sabbath, she lay down under the yoke and would do no 
work whatever. And though I beat her again and again, she would 
not budge from her place." 

When the heathen spoke thus, the pious man understood that 
the reason she would do no work was because she had become ac-
customed to rest on the Sabbath. He said, "Come along. I will get 
her up and make her plow." When he came to her, he whispered in 
her ear, "Alas, heifer, heifer, when you were in my possession, you 
rested on the Sabbath. But now that my sins have forced me to sell 
you to this heathen, I beg you, stand up and do the will of your 
[new] master!" 

                                                 
3 "Midrash of the Ten Commandments," a collection of stories, occasionally con-

nected by short homiletic passages, from the geonic period.  
The Geonic period is named after the Geonim, the heads of the rabbinic acade-
mies in Babylonia. During this time Babylonia was the spiritual and political cen-
ter of Diaspora Jewry, and Jewish communities looked to the Geonim for author-
itative teachings on halakhic matters 

At once she stood up and was ready to work. The heathen said 
to the pious man, "I won't let you go until you tell me what you did 
to her and what you whispered into her ear. Did you perhaps prac-
tice some sorcery upon her?" The pious man replied, "I said such-
and-such to her." 

When the heathen heard this, he was both amazed and shaken, 
as he drew an inference a fortiori(1) for himself: If this creature—
which has no speech, no cognition, no intelligence—affirms her 
Creator, shall not I, whom the Holy One created in His own im-
age and likeness, and into whom He put cognition and intelli-
gence—shall I not affirm my Creator? 

At once he went and became a proselyte. He was privileged to 
study Torah and came to be called R. Yohanan ben Tortah ("son 
of a heifer").  
(1) a fortiori—for a still stronger reason, i.e., all the more.  

d. Shabbat 119b 
What is the proof that danger to human life suspends the laws of 
Sabbath? R. Jonathan ben Joseph cited, "For it is holy unto you" 
(Exod. 31:14). The Sabbath is committed to your keeping, not 
you to its keeping. R. Simeon ben Menasya cited, "The children of 
Israel shall keep the Sabbath" (Exod. 31:16). The Torah says: Pro-
fane one Sabbath for a man's sake, so that he may keep many 
Sabbaths.(1)   
(1) I.e., it is OK to “profane” the Sabbath in order to preserve a life—and, it 

makes it possible for the one whose life is preserved to observe many 
Sabbaths thereafter.   

1) Mark 2:23-28 
23One Sabbath Yeshua was going through the grainfields, and as 
his disciples walked along, they began to pick some heads of 
grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing 
what is unlawful on the Sabbath?" 25He answered, "Have you 
never read what David did when he and his companions were 
hungry and in need? 26In the days of Abiathar the high priest, 
he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread, 
which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to 
his companions." 27Then he said to them, "The Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28So the Son of Man is 
Lord even of the Sabbath." 

 
36:35They made the curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely 
twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman. 
 
1. Exodus 26:31-35  



a. 2Chronicles 3:14 
 

b. Genesis 3:22-24 
22And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, 
knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his 
hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forev-
er." 23So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to 
work the ground from which he had been taken. 24After he drove 
the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden 
cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard 
the way to the tree of life. 

 
2. Hebrews 9:11-12 
 
3. Hebrews 10:11-25 

11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; 
again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins. 12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13and since that time he 
waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. 14For by one sacrifice he 
has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 15The Holy 
Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 16"This is the covenant 
I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws 
in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds" (Jer 31:33). 17Then 
he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more" (Jer 
31:34). 18And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no 
longer necessary. 

19Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to en-
ter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Yeshua, 20by a new and liv-
ing way opened for us THROUGH THE CURTAIN, that is, HIS BODY, 
21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw 
near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith 
brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty con-
science and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold 
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  
24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, 25not giving up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching.  
a. Matthew 27:51  
b. Mark 15:38  
c. Luke 23:45 

 
 

 
  
   


