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Christ the Eternal Son of God 

 

Marcionism: An Old Heresy for a Later Day 

 

 We must affirm that both the Old Testament and the 

New Testament is from the same God.  

o Andy Stanley (North Point Community 

Church, GA), “Would you consider 

unhitching your teaching of what it means to 

Jesus from all things old covenant?”1  

o The Red Letter Christian Movement, Tony 

Campolo and Shane Claiborne 

 Marcion of Sinope AD 130s.  

o Polycarp, “the firstborn of Satan”  

o His teaching: the God of the Old Testament was a God full of wrath and justice. The person 

of Jesus was a spirit sent from the Monad, a very Gnostic understanding of Deity. 

Knowledge about Jesus was received by the apostle Paul and could be found in various 

parts of Paul’s epistles.  

 

The Pre-Incarnate Son of God  

 

His Old Testament Preexistence 

 

Luke 24  

 
26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?" 27 And beginning 

with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself 

… 44 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 

written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled." 45 Then he 

opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ 

should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should 

be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

 

What is in a Name? 

 

1. Elohim 

 

 This word in form is plural.  

 This plural self-identification is always modified by a singular verb.  

                                                           
1 Stanley, Irresistible (Zondervan, 2018) 315. 
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 Even in the name of God do we see seeds of his diversity within his unity.  

 

2. YHWH 

 

 These Hebrew four letters manifest the God of grace (English: LORD).  

 The Jews considered it the preeminent name. At some point, pronouncing this name of God was 

forbidden  

 

Exodus 3 

 

“Then Moses said to God, "If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has 

sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I 

AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" (13-14).  

 

o ‘I am who I am’ can also be ‘I will be what I will be.’  

 “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58).  

 

 

3. Logos 

 

 We learn that both in creation and regeneration (re-creation) God reveals himself by the word. 

 

John 1 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 John calls Christ the Logos to explain he is a person, but that this Logos was in the beginning. It is 

not to be taken that he was the first formed or established at the time of creation. Rather as a 

person and by nature Christ was from all eternity the Logos. In addition, John makes it clear that 

he was God.  

 

His Eternal Preexistence  

 

Westminster Confession of Faith, Article 8.2 states the following, “The Son of God, the second person of 

the Trinity, being very and eternal God, of one substance and equal with the Father…” 

 

Colossians 1:15-20 

 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things 
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were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 

everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through 

him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his 

cross. 

 

 We see Jesus’ eternal status connected to his role in creation. Paul explains that this Son is 

preeminent of all that is created.  

 “Firstborn” is in comparison with every creature but must be understood as existing before every 

creature. Firstborn actually excludes him from the category of creatures.  

 The ultimate rationale for his glory is not his death and resurrection, the priority is that he is God 

himself.  

 It is important to distinguish between the eternal Son, prior to and apart from sin, fall and 

redemption, and the eternal Son become incarnate, who comes to atone for sin by his life, death 

and resurrection in history. The word without a body and the word made flesh.  

 

Hebrews 1:1-4 
 

1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 

created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 

more excellent than theirs. 

 

 Hebrews is a pastoral letter to Jewish Christians who were tempted to turn back to the Mosaic 

practice and theology.  

 A summary: The incarnate Son, who is the heir of all things as the resurrected Lord, is also the 

preexistent Son, who is the creator of all things as eternal Lord.  

 “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature…” (v3). 

o A more literal translation can be “he is the brightness of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being/nature” 

 The movement is from Jesus’ preexistence and relationship to creation and then 

the Son’s preexistence and relation to God the Father.  

 He is central to all things not only in his work of redemption as Creator but as the 

Eternal Son of God who is of the same being as the Father.  
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The Arian Heresy 

 

 Since there is one God, how do we speak best of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as distinct from 

each other?   

 Alexandria, Egypt  

 Arius (AD 256-336) denied the Son as consubstantial with the Father. The Father alone is the one 

true God. Jesus was of similar substance with the Father but not the same. There was also a time 

when Jesus was not. Neither Jesus nor the Holy Spirit were full deity.  

 Athanasius (AD 296-373). Jesus was not heteroousios (a different essence/being) from the Father. 

Jesus is the same (homo) substance (ousia) as the Father. It was no small difference. He devoted 

his life to the affirm Jesus as equal with the Father, where many who preceded him ultimately 

subordinated the Son to the Father.  

 

The Council of Nicaea, AD 325 

 

 The Emperor of the Roman Empire, Constantine, called a Council in Nicaea.  

 Arius was declared outside of Scriptural teaching.  

 The Nicene Creed declared the eternal preexistence Christ as full deity.  

 Jesus was declared to be “of one substance” with the Father. The Greek word for “of one, or same, 

substance” is homoousios. Substance describes the similarity of the persons in that they are all in 

substance (essence) the one God.  

 

The Nicene Creed (excerpt) 

 

“And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 

worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.” 

 

The Council of Constantinople, AD 381 

 

 Continued to be a lingering rejection of the position “of one substance with the Father.”  

 While homoousios means “same substance,” homoiousios means “similar” or “like substance.” 

 Proponents of this new word spoke of the relationship of Jesus to the Father as of like substance. 

 The Council reaffirmed the formulation from Nicaea to which we receive the Nicaea-

Constantinopolitan Creed.  

 The Council affirmed the 325 condemnation those who affirmed the following of Christ:  

'There was a time when he was not’ 

'He was not before he was made' 

'He was made out of nothing’ 

'He is of another substance' or 'essence'  

'The Son of God is created,' or 'changeable,' or 'alterable' 


