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During the 3, 2, 1! Blast Off! station, the children will 

participate in “RPgT” time. This stands for 

“Rejoice, Pray, and Give Thanks!” 

based on I Thessalonians 5: 16-18 “Rejoice always, pray 

without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  

This time is designed as a means of training children to 

take notice of God’s faithfulness toward them and 

developing a habit of praise and prayer.  

AEROSPACE MECHANICS 

                                 Pre-Launch Checklist 

  

 CREATE!  Start thinking about how you can create a setting for each day’s 

lesson that will invite the children into the story. 

 COORDINATE AND GATHER!  Coordinate with your Director or Station Leader 

Coordinator about what supplies will be provided and which supplies you will be 

responsible to gather. 

 PRAY!  Start praying now that the Holy Spirit will prepare your heart to teach 

the children and that He will prepare the hearts of the children to receive the 

Word. Pray, too, for the Space Crew Leaders to be good facilitators. 

 

So, What’s the Big Idea? 

Each day a different Sola of the Reformation will represent the “Big 

Idea” for that day. These “Big Ideas” will help us understand more 

GOD SAVES! 

SCRIPTURE ALONE 

THROUGH CHRIST  ALONE 

BY GRACE ALONE 

THROUGH FAITH ALONE  

FOR GOD’S GLORY ALONE 

Day 1     SOLA SCRIPTURA         

Day 2     SOLUS CHRISTUS 

Day 3     SOLA GRATIA                  

Day 4     SOLA FIDE                    

Day 5     SOLI  DEO  GLORIA        

Boosting your 
Imagination 

Each day you are inviting the children 

into the Bible story. Your dress and 

your setting and even your character 

voices help to make 

these stories come alive!  

The Sola System Scripture 

Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV) 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 

is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Leader calls:    5, 4, 3, 2, 1  !! 
Children respond:  SHHHHHH!!!!! 

Attention-Getter 

RPgT 

Rejoice, Pray, 

Give Thanks! 



Sola Scriptura Day 1     

3, 2, 1 ! BLAST OFF! BIBLE MISSION CONTROL 

SPACE SNACKS COSMIC Creativity 

GALAxy GAMES 

RE-ENTRY C3-CARTOON CUTOUT CINEMA 

 Learn the Big Idea: SOLA SCRIPTURA                              

and the Phrase of the Day: SCRIPTURE ALONE 

 Learn the Sola System Scripture for the week: 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

 RPgT Time! 

 Sing Sola System songs 

 Meet Eddie Asteroid, a kid discovering the SOLAR and 

SOLA systems! 

Genesis 3 and Matthew 4 

Scripture is the only lens through which we can 

understand God’s Sola System of Salvation. 

Ice-cream Cone Telescopes with Galaxy Gorp 

Ice-cream cones are decorated to look like telescopes 

and remind us that scripture helps us see the many 

parts of God’s Sola System of Salvation just like we 

can see the many parts of the galaxy gorp. 

Illusions and Sola Scripture Binoculars 

Experiment with optical illusions and make Sola 

Scriptura Binoculars to help us remember that 

Scripture shows us what is true. 

 Paws and Wooly talk about Sola Scriptura. 

 Grace shares how the Bible alone has shown her the 

truth. 

 Introduce “Missions Near and Far”.  

 Re-cap the Big Idea: SOLA SCRIPTURA                     

and Phrase of the Day: SCRIPTURE ALONE. 

 Sing Sola System Songs. 

Game #1: Truth or Lie 

Children must determine which of two statements is true and which is a lie. The last kids standing win! 

Game #2: Beach Towel VolleyBall 

Pairs will work together to toss their water balloons to the opposing team. 



Preparing Your Heart... 

   ...For Today’s Mission 

As you Prepare to Share remember this... 

Read: 2 Peter 1:16-21 ||  Four points to Meditate on: 

The necessity of Scripture                                                                                                                               
In verse 19 Peter compares the Scriptures to a lamp shining in the darkness. Of course, this a very familiar image to most of us, as 

it reminds us what Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” God gave the Scriptures because 

the only way we can know God is through His Word. The only way we can know his gospel and the only way we can know how to live 

in order to please Him is…you guessed it! Through His Word. 

The Authority of Scripture                                                                                                                     

When we look closely at verses 20 and 21 we see that the Scriptures are not man’s own doing, but that God is the author. Our 

children’s catechism reminds us that Chosen men who were inspired by the Holy Spirit wrote the Scriptures. Because God Himself 

has inspired and even “breathed out” all of Scripture, we know that the Bible is the final authority when it comes to truth.  

The Inerrancy of Scripture                                                                                                                                   
Inerrancy is kind of a big word, but if you look right in the middle you can see the root word: err. To err is to make a mistake. Now, 

put that prefix “in” at the front and you get a word that means, “There are no errors or mistakes.” After all, the writers were 

“carried along by the Holy Spirit” (vs. 21). Since God cannot err or lie, His Word is automatically something we can rely on as 

completely true and trustworthy! 

The Sufficiency of Scripture 

When something is sufficient, it is enough; it is complete. We don’t need anything else to figure out God’s plan of salvation . We do 

not need to add to it to figure out how to please Him. Why? Because it is complete just as it is! In His Word, God has given us 

everything we need to know to be a part of His beautiful Sola System of Salvation. 

Today’s Lesson 
God regularly spoke with Adam and Eve. Sadly, they failed to obey His word when they were tempted. Years later, Jesus shows us 

that through God’s word we can overcome temptation! How thankful we are for Scripture, the means through which we can see 

God’s truth! 

Prayer 

Lord, thank you so much for giving us your Word so that we can know you. Please use your Word this very week to draw each of us, 

volunteers and children alike, closer to yourself. Amen.  

Personal Points to Ponder:  

DAY 1  

SOLA 

SCRIPTURA 



PREPARATION 

 Pray that the Lord would give believing children a greater appreciation of God’s word and 

unbelieving children a new understanding that God speaks to use through the Bible 
 Have a white board and markers, (or chalkboard and chalk) at the front of the room for 

the professor to use in his/her “instruction.” Hang real, or fake star charts near the 

front of the room.  

 In a crate or box at the side of the room have ready several sprigs of fake greenery, fake 

flowers, etc.  

DAY 1  

SOLA SCRIPTURA 

Day 1 Supplies 

 Bible 

 Professor Costume: 

 White lab coat 

 Einstein type wig 

 Pocket protector 

 Thick glasses, etc. 

 Telescope or 

binoculars 

 Star charts 

 White board or 

chalk board; wall 
mounted or hand held 

as available 

 Dry erase markers 

or chalk 

 Plants; greenery, 

branches, flowers 

 Fake fruit 

 Basket of stones 

 Eve’s script on an 

index card 

WELCOME  

Have children sit with their Crews facing the front of the room. 

Children are welcomed into the classroom by an “astronomer” who is a professor 
in a lab coat,. There are star charts on the wall, etc. As he/she instructs Space 
Crews where to sit. 

Leader: Welcome everyone! Come in and have a seat with your Crews facing 

the front of the room. I’m ____________ and boy, do we have a great lesson 

planned for you today!  

Professor: Yes, yes! Welcome, welcome class! I am Professor Marty 

McMeteor and we are so glad to have you here to learn about the stars and 

planets we can see in the night sky. How many of you have ever heard of 

the “Big Dipper” in the night sky? ...brief pause for show of hands...Ah, yes, a 

good number of you! Very good. Drawing on board...It is defined by 4 stars 

that make the “cup” part of the dipper, and 3 more stars that make the 

handle. It is known as an “asterism” because it is a recognizable grouping 

of stars, but it is actually part of the larger constellation known as Ursa 

Major.... 

Leader: Interrupting the Professor...Wait a minute, Professor McMeteor! While 

what you are telling us is fascinating, this is supposed to be the Bible 

Mission Control Station. The kids are supposed to be learning stuff about 

the Bible! 

Big Idea and Catechism 

Professor: Slightly irritated...Yes, yes, yes, of course! I was just getting to 

that…Anyway, students…the point I was trying to get to is that there are 

some things in the sky we can see and notice on our own. But if we really 

want to see and know about the planets, stars, our galaxy...in short, our 

Solar System, we need a telescope to reveal to us the wonderful sights.  

Your eyes, students, can look around the earth and learn much about God, 

but if you are to understand Him and His Sola System of Salvation fully, you 

need a special type of lens or “telescope.”  



Does anybody know what that lens would be? (The Bible! Sola Scriptura!) 

Yes! Yes, indeed! Now... pick up Bible... This is God’s Word to us and as we read 

it, we have eyes to understand exactly what God wants us to know. It is 

through Scripture Alone that…(GOD SAVES!) 

Leader: Wow, professor! That’s incredible! Just like we need a telescope to 

learn about the Solar System and outer space, we need the Bible to help us 

see and learn about God and His Sola System of Salvation! You’re telling us 

that through Scripture alone…(GOD SAVES!) I think they really get it! 

Leader: Here are two important things to learn: 

 Q. Where do you learn how to love and obey God?  

A. In the Bible alone. 

Q. Who wrote the Bible  

A. Chosen men who were taught by the Holy Spirit  

 Practice a couple of times with the children...  

Leader: Yes, the Bible, Scriptura, is God’s Word to us.  

Professor: Ah yes, it is always good to understand how to use your tools! Sola 

Scriptura, the Bible tells us how to love and obey God, and it is His own 

message to mankind!  
 

THE BIBLE LESSON 

Leader:  Today we going to tell you two true stories from God’s Word, the 

Bible, Scriptura. In these stories, you will hear about temptation. 

Professor: Writing “temptation” on board...Ah, yes, Temptation...that is a big word! 

Can any of my bright star students tell us what that word means? Listen to 

children explain. 

Exactly (or “Not quite”...)! Underline on board...Temptation is when we would like 

to do something, but we know it is not the right thing to do. 

Leader: Here is an example: Choose an example from your own life. Make it very 

brief and appropriate for children –tempted to speed, to get angry, etc. 

 

Adam and Eve are Tempted in the  Garden 

Leader: Well... our first story takes us way, way, back to the beginning of time. 

Way, way back to when there were only two people living on the earth. The 

Man was… allow the children to answer “Adam,” and pick a boy to play the part of 

Adam... 

 and the woman was… allow the children to answer “Eve,” and pick a girl to be Eve 

and hand her the card with her script to look over.  

Leader: One day Adam and Eve were in the garden...Professor McMeteor 

interrupts... 

These questions are 

numbers 14 and 15 

from The First 

Catechism: Teaching 

Children Bible Truths. 

Published by Great 

Commission 

Publications. This is a 

wonderful tool for 

helping you train 

children in Biblical 

foundations. 

Staying 

in Orbit 

Be sure to choose children who are 

outgoing and comfortable being in 

front the entire class. 

Planetary 
Pointers 



Professor: Yes a garden! Oh! Oh! Hold this, hold this!… Professor passes out 
leafy greenery and branches to some children and flowers to others. Children 
with greenery are to stand and be trees. Children with flowers will remain 

seated. Use assistants to help. 

Leader: Yes, now we have a garden... As I was saying, Adam and Eve were 

walking through the garden. And in that garden were many fruit trees. 

Let’s see...Yes, like you and you and you! Hand 2-3 more children fruit and 

have them stand to be fruit trees.  

God told them that they could eat anything  in the garden except  the fruit 

from one  tree. Choose one of the “fruit trees” to be the forbidden tree and 

guide him or her to where you would like them to stand.  

God called it the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. This tree showed 

Adam and Eve that as much as they knew, God always knew more. This tree 

reminded them that He was God and they were not...hmm... 

So, as I was saying, Adam and Eve were walking in the garden...Have your 

boy and girl walk together around the class...when surprisingly a serpent 

appeared and spoke to Eve. Walk over to the child who is the “Forbidden Tree” 

and talk through the leaves pretending to be a serpent by using a hissing voice.  

Leader: As serpent, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 

garden?’” 

The woman replied...instruct the child to read her script...  

Eve: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees, but God said , ‘You shall not eat of 

the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, or touch it,’ or we will die!” 

Leader: Still using a hissing voice, The serpent responded, “You shall not die! 

God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil.”  

Leader: Addressing the class... Adam and Eve were being tempted to eat the 

fruit! They wanted it, but they knew that they shouldn’t! What do you think 

they did? Pause. Yes, I can tell you’ve heard this before...They gave into 

temptation and ignored God’s Word. They had plenty of food, and they 

should have been satisfied with God’s command, but they listened to the 

serpent, Satan, instead. They should have known that God keeps His Word 

and that death comes when we disobey, but they wanted that fruit. They 

should have loved and honored God, believing His Word, but they wanted 

that fruit! They wanted to be like God, knowing good and evil, so they gave 

in to their temptation.  

Leader: So Eve picked the fruit from the tree... Have the girl pick the fruit out of 

the “tree’s” hand...and she ate some of it! Have the girl pretend to take a 

bite...And Adam did not stop her. He was tempted just as much as she was. 

Eve handed the fruit to Adam and he ate it too...She hands the fruit to Adam... 

Genesis 3 

This is a full, and rather long  script 

today. It is important that the 

actors keep things moving at a 

brisk pace in order to finish the 

lesson as it is foundational. 

Planetary 
Pointers 



Leader: That, boys and girls, was the very first time there was a temptation 

leading to sin. Sin is either doing what God has said not to do, or not doing 

what He has told us to  do. And sin always has consequences... So God made 

Adam and Eve leave the beautiful garden and He never allowed them to go 

back again. Collect all the greenery as you continue, and pick up the basket of 

stones, putting them discreetly by your side.  

This may seem like a harsh punishment, but God had a rescue plan in place 

because he loves His children so much! ...And that’s what we’ll be learning 

more about all week! 

Leader: Now, it’s important to know that it’s not bad to be tempted. Everyone is 

tempted sometimes. But, it is wrong to give in to that temptation and sin.  

Professor: This is very distressing, isn’t it? Because, students, I know that we 

all face temptation. There are times we think the sin Satan offers would be 

better than walking in God’s ways.  

Space Crews, quickly get knee to knee and share something that has 

been tempting to you. Give students about two minutes... 

...Call crews back to attention... 

Professor: Very well presented! Adam and Eve may not have had the written 

Scripture as God’s Word, but they did have the Spoken Word of God. Sadly, 

they did not rely on God’s Word at all! 

Leader: Now let’s see how Jesus  handled some very similar temptations... 

 

Jesus is Tempted in the  Wilderness 

Leader: ...One time Jesus was in the wilderness. Professor excitedly puts in the 

the sound effect CD and plays the Desert Sounds track...Have the professor ad lib a 

few things like “Oh! I have just the thing!”, etc...The wilderness is a vast empty 

place. It has no markets or stores and no comfortable places to sleep. In the 

day it could get very hot and at night it could be very cold. And the Holy Spirit 

sent Jesus to the wilderness for 40 days! While He was there, He…did not…

eat…anything! For all 40 days! The Bible tells us that after those 40 days, 

Jesus was...dramatic pause…hungry!  Can you imagine not eating for 40 

days!? 

Anyway...remember how Adam and Eve had a nasty visitor in the garden? 

Well, Jesus also had a nasty visitor in the wilderness...Satan came to visit 

Jesus. Maybe he remembered how he had tricked Adam and Eve and so many 

others to sin, so he thought he could trick Jesus too! Only this time he didn’t 

come in a serpent’s costume, he came just as himself.  And so Satan tempted 

Jesus three times!  

Satan said to Jesus,  

Professor: As Satan, picking up the basket of stones and handing them to Leader... “If 

you are the Son of God, command these stones to become bread.”   

Matthew 4:4-11 



Leader: Hold out basket of stones. Do you think these would taste yummy? Could 

Jesus have turned these stones into yummy soft bread? Yes! Of course he 

could have! He is God!  

But….it is NEVER a good idea to listen to Satan! So, Jesus spoke back to Satan 

using words from God’s Word, the Bible, Scripture, Scriptura. Jesus 

said to Satan, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.”   

Now let’s remember Adam and Eve...they had plenty to eat and yet, they still 

gave into temptation, eating what was forbidden. But Jesus would not eat what 

Satan offered even though he was extremely hungry! He knew that God’s Word 

was enough to satisfy His real needs. 

Satan tried again to get Jesus to disobey. Satan wanted Jesus to think that it 

was OK to disobey God and have no consequences...But we know that sin leads 

to death. Now, Satan thought he was so, so tricky. He might have thought that if 

Jesus used God’s Word, the Bible, Scriptura, maybe he could use it too! 

So, he whisked Jesus away...up, up, up on the tippy top of the temple in 

Jerusalem where the people used to gather to worship God.  There, Satan said 

to Jesus,  

Professor: (as Satan) “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 

written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you.’ And it is written, ‘On 

their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

Leader: Satan was actually quoting the Bible, God’s Word, Scriptura. But 

here’s the thing. Pick up the telescope and look through it the wrong way. 

Remember how Scripture is like a telescope that helps us to see things 

clearly? If I turn this telescope around and use it backwards, everything is 

wrong! I see things less clearly! Satan was trying to use the Scripture for his 

glory instead of God’s glory! But Jesus would NOT use the Scripture in the 

wrong way!... Jesus knew what Adam and Eve had ignored.  Disobeying God’s 

ways only brings death. So Jesus replied with another verse from God’s 

Word, the Bible, Scriptura.  He said, “You shall not put the Lord your God 

to the test.” Jesus could  do miracles...After all, He is God! But Jesus knew it 

was wrong to do a miracle at Satan’s request! 

Leader: Two times Satan had tempted Jesus to listen to him instead of obeying 

God’s ways. But Satan tried one more time! Satan would try to get Jesus to 

honor him instead of God.  So he took Jesus to a very high mountain, and 

showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  

Professor: (As Satan) “All these kingdoms I will give to you if you will fall down and 

worship me.”  

Leader: But Jesus knew that all the kingdoms of the earth already belonged to 

Him, and that someday Jesus would win the hearts of His children by dying on 

the cross.  He knew all worship and glory belongs to God alone, and to worship 

any other would be foolish.  

Matthew 4:4, Luke 4:4 

Matthew 4:6, Luke 4:9 

Matthew 4:7, Luke 4:12 

Matthew 4:9 



So, Jesus spoke to Satan, “Be gone, Satan. For it is written, ‘You shall 

worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.’   

Every point where Adam and Eve had failed in temptation, Jesus stood 

firm. He did not give into temptation..  

Do you know how Jesus defeated temptation? Listen for answers and guide 

the children in their feedback. Yes! He used the same weapon that is 

available to us today!  He over came temptation by using Sola Scriptura, 
God’s Word, the Bible! 

Jesus showed us that we can understand God’s Sola System of Salvation 

by using the Bible, Sola Scriptura! 

Professor: Excellent! A telescope, the tool used to perceive outer space, and 

the Bible, the tool needed to perceive God’s Sola System of Salvation! 

Leader: Exactly! Let’s pray. 

Luke 4:8 

SUGGESTED CLOSING PRAYER:    

Dear Jesus, thank you for coming to earth and becoming just like us in every 

way except for sin.  Thank you that only the Bible teachers us about God’s 

ways, and only you are the way that we can be saved.  Amen. 

Temptation can be “ruff”! 

But  God’s word helps us be 

the “top Dog”! 

Eve’s Script 

Eve: We may eat of the fruit of the trees, but 

God said , “You shall not eat of the fruit of 

the tree in the middle of the garden, or 

touch it,” or we will die! 



Solus Christus Day 2     

3, 2, 1 ! BLAST OFF! BIBLE MISSION CONTROL 

SPACE SNACKS COSMIC Creativity 

GALAxy GAMES 

RE-ENTRY C3-CARTOON CUTOUT CINEMA 

 Learn the Big Idea: SOLUS CHRISTUS                        

and the Phrase of the Day: THROUGH CHRIST ALONE. 

 Review the Sola System Scripture for the week: 

Ephesians 2:8-10. 

 RPgT Time! 

 Sing Sola System songs 

 Help Eddie Asteroid understand that the Solar 

system doesn’t work without the Sun in the center. 

Matthew 3 

Although Jesus was fully God he came to identify with 

us and therefore received John’s baptism of 

repentance. The Holy Spirit descends and God the 

Father approves of His son. 

Pineapple Suns 

Space Crews will join Fillus for a snack that will 

remind them that Jesus is the center of the Sola 

System. 

Experiment with Prisms and Make Solar 

Changing Necklace  

Space Crews will experiment with prisms and make 

Solar Changing necklaces to remind them that Jesus 

never leaves us and is faithful to change our hearts. 

 Paws and Wooly talk about Solus Christus and 

believing in Jesus alone. 

 Jacinto shares about redemption that comes only 

through Christ. 

 “Missions Near and Far”  

 Re-cap the Big Idea: SOLUS CHRISTUS                      

and Phrase of the Day: THROUGH CHRIST ALONE. 

 Sing Sola System Songs. 

Game #1: Who’s the Leader? 

One child must guess who the incognito leader is by observing the behaviors of others! 

Game #2: Keep Your Eye on the Ball! 

Children must keep their eyes fixed on the ball in order to stay in the game. 

Game #3: Shadow Tag 

A person will be “it” and must try to tag not the players, but their shadows with his or her foot. 



Preparing Your Heart... 

   ...For Today’s Mission 

As you Prepare to Share remember this... 

What a privilege you have as a volunteer at Vacation Bible School! You are introducing children to the life-changing gospel of Jesus 

Christ. Therefore, it is good for you to take some time to prepare your heart, and dig deep into the Scripture. Let’s get started by 

carefully reading a passage from 2 Corinthians... 

Read: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 ||  Three points to Meditate on: 

 In Christ alone God gives us a new perspective.  

Perspective is a word meaning “a way of looking at things.” Only through Christ does God gives us the right way to see things . Look 
at verse 16: “From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to 

the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.” 

Wow, that is a little confusing, isn’t it? It helps to know that “according to the flesh”, means according to the way the wor ld tends to 

look at things. You know, things like race, how much money someone makes, how popular they are, what kind of education they have, 

or how good they are at sports! Well, none of that matters to Paul, or to us who love the Lord! All that matters is that everyone 

bears God’s image and must be saved through Christ Alone!  

 In Christ alone God makes us new creations.  

Isn’t it amazing what it says in verse 17?  “Therefore if any man is in Christ he is a new creation. The old has passed away;  behold, 

the new has come.” Now, this doesn’t mean that when we receive Christ we just try harder to “be good.” No, instead something 

amazing happens inside us. Theologians have a big word for it: regeneration. It means that through Jesus our inner person is 

actually born again, made new. The biggest thing to know is that once we are in Christ, we are no longer enemies of God. Yes, we are 

going to sin again, and struggle but we will never be an enemy of God again! 

 In Christ alone God grants us a new status. 

A new perspective and new creations.  It follows that when we trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation that God would give us a new 

status. Verses 18-21 tell us that God, through Christ, reconciled us to himself. That means through Christ we have a relationship with 

God. It’s more than not being an enemy, we are given the status of children of God! This new status comes to us only through the 

atoning death of Christ Jesus! 

Today’s Lesson 

How exciting it is to tell the children about the Son of God! The younger children will learn that Jesus takes center stage of 

everything, just as a birthday child is the center of the birthday celebrations. In fact, we still celebrate the birth of Jesus EVERY day, 
by praising Him, praying to Him, and obeying Him! The elementary children will hear about the amazing moment when Jesus was 

baptized by John and God showed Himself as 3 in 1. 

Prayer 

Dearest Jesus, thank you for your atoning work. Thank you for being the central thing in all of God’s Sola System of Salvation. Please 

open these children’s eyes to see you as the Son of God today! Amen. 

Personal Points to Ponder:  

DAY 2  

SOLus 

Christus 



Day 2 Supplies 

 Bible 

 2 Bible Character 

Costumes;  for 

leader and helper  

 Water fabric and/

or tulle;  or any type 
of blue watery 

material. 

 Small tubs of 

water 

 Plastic; to protect 

the floor. 

 Rocks, stones, 

greenery (optional) 

 Hand towels or 

paper towels. 

 Flowing water 

sound effect; for 

background noise 

 Sheet or large 

piece of fabric; 
hung from ceiling to 
create shadow 
pictures from 

behind.  

 Spotlight 

 Dove shadow 

image 

 Recording: “This is 

my Son...” 

 CD or MP3 player 

WELCOME  

Children are greeted by a “Bible Person” and invited to sit along the shores of 
the Jordan River for a rest. Have the Flowing Water  sound effect on as Space 
Crews enter the room. 

Bible Person 1: Welcome everyone! Please have a seat on the shores of the 

Jordan river! Rest a while and enjoy the sounds of the flowing water!  

 

THE BIBLE LESSON 

Bible Person 1: Really! Please! Come sit and rest! I can see by your clothes 

that you have come a long way. You almost appear to be from a different 

time!... Hmmm... 

Well... (clears throat) I love resting on these shores. Such memories it 

brings back...of the days when so many of us were hearing and 

understanding that the Old Testament prophecies were being fulfilled right 

before our eyes! I remember... 

Reminiscing...After years of listening to the teachers and studying from 

God’s Word, we began to understand that God had a beautiful plan to save 

His people. And it would not be by our good works or through sacrifices. 

We realized all of Scripture explained that God would send a Savior 

through whom we could be saved.  You could say the very center of the 

Scriptures is this Savior! 

Bible Person 2: Yes, but you must remember that for 400 years we Israelites 

had been without a prophet, hearing nothing from God. Sadly, we were 

getting used to His silence.  Then suddenly this man, John, son of the 

priest Zechariah, appeared and went about preaching to us with power! 

Can you imagine the thrill we felt as we heard him speak with authority 

and wisdom from God?  He cried out that now was the time for 

repentance!  

DAY 2 

SOLUS CHRISTUS 

PREPARATION 

 Pray that the Holy Spirit will cause children to know that God is three in one, that Jesus is 
God, and that He is central to their salvation 

 Create a “river” running through your classroom:  
 Spread plastic sheeting on the floor and place small tubs of water along your little river.  

 Use blue fabrics and tulle arranged to create the look of a stream. If you wish, you may 

use river rocks and greenery to enhance the look. 
 In another part of the room use a sheet and a low-heat spotlight to create a shadow 

theater. (You will be using this again on day 4cas well). 



You know what I mean when I say repentance, yes? Repentance means to 

see your sin and be sorry for it, confessing your sin, and to turn away from 

it toward God, our Father, the Father of Abraham and Isaac.  

Bible Person 1: Now, John... Personally, I believed he was a man of God. But, oh, 

how he made the religious leaders angry! One time he even called them a 

brood of vipers! (laughing to yourself...) You see, these religious leaders often 

acted in a way that made them look good to others, but on the inside they 

were proud, selfish, and spiteful. They took great pride in being descended 

from Abraham, as we all are, but they did not act kindly or mercifully to 

others. Sometimes I even wondered if they even understood any of the signs 

pointing to the Messiah.  

Bible Person 2: ...Interrupting BP 1...We had been waiting for hundreds of years 

for the promised Messiah. We knew salvation would come only through this 

Savior, the Son of God, “Solus Christus” if you speak Latin.  God made 

a promise from the very beginning when Adam and Eve first sinned that He 

would send One who would defeat that liar, Satan, and sin! This is what all of 

the Scriptures point to! This Messiah, or Savior, He is the center of God’s 

plan. Just as the sun fills the sky at noon, so the dream of the promised 

Savior fills my heart with hope! 

BP 1: A little forcefully for having been interrupted...Yes, yes, yes….surely the 

promised Savior is the center of all things, even, as you pointed out, that the 

sun stands in the center of the noon day sky...Anyway, back to our story, 

then maybe they will understand even more clearly!   

John also spoke of the coming Messiah. In fact, many said that John was 

preparing the way for the Promised One! He wanted us to prepare our 

hearts by repenting of our sins and then show our repentance by receiving 

his baptism as a sign of forgiveness of sins. 

Turning toward the students... Each of you, if your hands were dirty, would you 

not wash them in the water? Of course you would! In fact, let’s come to the 

Jordan now and take turns gently washing your hands in the Jordan. Yes, 

nice and dry now.  
Students will take turns washing hands and crew leaders help them dry. Meanwhile 

the Bible People can adlib things like, “Great, your hands are clean now. Great job! 

BP 2: Whenever John preached, all the people who listen realized that they 

were full of sin.   

Turning to crews...Do you know what the word sin means? Listen for answers. 

Yes, it is doing things that God says not to do, and not doing things that God 

says to do. So, these people listening to John realized they could not behave 

well enough to please God, and they were full of sorrow for their sins.  

Matthew 3 



Turn in your groups and talk about this: How many of you have ever 

sinned, done something wrong, or just did not do something you 

should have done? How did you feel? Listen in as Crews discuss... 

Call groups back to attention... Many people along the Jordan river felt very 

much like you have felt. They wanted to please God! So they repented and 

turned from their sins! 

BP 1: John put water on them as a sign that God washes their sinful hearts 

clean!  

BP 1 and BP 2 tell this next part back and forth, filling in for each other, excited to 

talk about what happened....  

BP 1: Then, one day the most amazing thing happened! John was preaching and 

people gathered near the Jordan River, much like all of you are right now, to 

hear him teach about God’s Kingdom and repentance.  John explained that 

his baptism was a sign of repentance, but that One was coming who would be 

our only way to true salvation. 

BP 2: Yes! His exact words were, imitating John the Baptist... “I baptize you with 

water as a sign of repentance, but there is someone coming who is more 

powerful than I. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire!”  

BP 1: John said that he was not even worthy to untie this fellow’s sandals! 

BP 2: Well, I found that hard to believe, because I thought John was such a man 

of God, a holy man! But apparently this man to come was far holier than 

John. Apparently this man was the most special man of God to ever walk the 

Earth! The next thing I know—the man of whom John was speaking was 

making his way through the crowd! 

Turn to the crews and ask... Any guesses who this man was? Listen to answers... 

Oh, my! Were you there, too? You are right! It was Jesus! He walked through 

the crowd and up to John and asked John to baptize Him.  

As BP 1 starts his/her lines the shadow puppet people should prepare. If needed, 

BP 2 may slip behind sheet to assist.  

BP 1: John was stunned and exclaimed, “But, Lord! You should be washing me!” 

After all, John realized that we are all sinners and need a Savior to cleanse 

us from our sin. However, Jesus insisted that John baptize Him. Jesus knew 

that even though He had never sinned, He was one of us, a man. He identified 

with us in all ways except for sin. He said he must be baptized to fulfill all 

righteousness. So John humbly agreed and went down with Jesus to the 

water and baptized Jesus.  

Behind the sheets use a spot light to cast the shadow of two men standing side by 
side in the “water.” One lifts water in his cupped hands and opens them over the 

other “baptizing” him. 

Even though the word 

“trinity” is not in the 

Bible, it’s exciting to see 

each person of our 

Triune God reveal 

Himself in this Scripture 

passage. 

Staying 

in Orbit 



BP 1: Very slowly with great, but contained joy...Then the most extraordinary thing 

happened. John’s eyes and ears were opened so that he could see God the 

Son, and God the Holy Spirit, and hear the words of God the Father!  

Use a shadow puppet of a dove to descend and rest on the baptized man and play 

the recording that says, “This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.”  

Speak as the shadow acting is occurring...John told us, “I saw the Spirit come 

down from heaven as a dove and remain on Him.” Play the CD... Then John 

told us that Jesus is God’s Chosen One. 

BP 1: It was then that I believed. Only faith in Jesus Christ, Solus Christus, 

could save a sinner such as me.  And it is the same for you, friends. You 

cannot be saved by being good. You will never be good enough. You cannot 

be saved by trying hard. You will never try hard enough. You cannot be 

saved by God except through Christ alone, Solus Christus. The only 

way we can truly know God is through Christ alone. The very center of God’s 

Sola System is Jesus, the Son of God.  He came to set sinners free. God 

the Father announced to John that Jesus was His Son. The Holy Spirit 

rested on Jesus, affirming that our one true God is three in one, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, and God has chosen that we should come to Him 

through the Son. Through Christ Alone…(GOD SAVES!) 

BP 2: Thank you for being with us today and listening so well. Before you go, 

let’s pray... 

That’s an “udderly” 

beautiful story. It really 

“MOOOVes” me. 

SUGGESTED CLOSING PRAYER:    

Jesus, thank you for being the center of the whole Sola System of Salvation 

and for coming to be our Savior. We ask, Holy Spirit, that you will draw 

these boys and girls to yourself so that they might trust in Jesus and be 

saved from their sin. Amen.  

  

Boosting your 
Imagination 

If you have a small space, 

considering making a box shadow 

theater instead of a full shadow 

theater. 
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GOD 

SAVES! 


