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From Him, Through Him, and To Him 
Reformation Sunday 
 
“The glory of God is the compass that keeps all our theologizing, pastoring, and Christian living 
oriented in the right direction – toward God and not toward ourselves.” – Stephen Nichols.  
 
Romans 11:33-36 
The Protestant Reformation was driven by zeal for the glory of God. Surveying the corruptions 
of the Medieval Church, the Reformers composed a series of “solas” which would help define 
the central concern of the Protestant Reformation. 

Sola Scriptura – Scripture alone is our final authority. 
Sola Gratia – Justification is by grace alone. 
Sola Fide – Justification is through faith alone.  
Solus Christus – Justification is in Christ alone. 
Soli Deo Gloria – To God alone be glory.  

The fifth “sola” is the goal of the others. In other words, we look to Scripture as our final 
authority because we 
desire for God to be 
glorified. We affirm 
that justification is by 
grace alone, through 
faith alone, in Christ 
alone and therefore 
for the glory of God 
alone. 
 
Theologian John 
Frame acknowledges that “glory” is one of the most difficult Christian terms to define. The 
Hebrew (kabod) and Greek (doxa) words for glory mean “heavy” or “weighty”. Therefore the 
glory of God refers to his substance, his consequential nature, and his presence. Elsewhere in 
the Scriptures we see that God’s glory is the manifestation of his perfections, his beauty, and his 
works. To give God glory means that we give God our appropriate response of praise and 
exaltation.  
 
 
 
 
 
The concluding verses of Romans 11 are a doxology. A doxology is pure praise. It is not a 
command or a helpful tip for living. Doxologies are directed praise. In fact, the word “doxology” 
is based on the Greek word for glory. The doxology of Romans 11:33-36 comes at the end of 
instruction concerning God’s ways in the salvation of his people. Specifically, in chapters 9-11 
Paul has been responding to the question of the Roman church (primarily Jewish Christians) 
concerning Israel’s rejection of the Messiah. “Why,” they wondered, “had the majority of Israel 
rejected Jesus? Had God’s promises failed?” Paul’s response to that question provides the 
substance of Romans 9-11. And after delving into the mysteries of God’s sovereign grace the 
apostle breaks into words of praise for the God whose ways and wisdom are beyond searching 
out. 
 

Main Idea: God’s glory is the end for which he created all things.  
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Paul’s doxology is prompted by what we cannot know about God and his ways (even though he 
has given instruction concerning some of those things). Paul’s praise is not because we can 
fully comprehend the mind of God or because he has offered definitive answers to difficult 
questions. However, the words of praise are prompted by Paul’s conviction that there are 
answers and those answers are in the inscrutable mind of God whose ways are beyond 
searching out.  

 No one knows the mind of the Lord (chapters 9-11 give a glimpse of the way the mind of the 
Lord works in the salvation of his people). 

 No one can advise the Lord – God never asks for advice from His creatures. 

 No one has given anything to God that would put Him in the position of owing anyone 
anything.  

 “For from him and through him and to him 
are all things. To him be the glory forever. 
Amen.” (11:36)  

 
1. God is our Source. 
“For from Him…” 

 God created all that is. Everything that has 
being, everything that has existence comes 
because God has brought it into being. He 
spoke the word, ex nihilo, out of nothing. 

 
 
 
 
2. God is our Sufficiency. 
“…and through Him…” 

 God is intimately involved in every facet of his creation. He sustains all things by his great and 
good providence.  

 
 
 
3. God is our End. 
“…and to Him…” 

 We belong to God.  
 
 
Colossians 1:6-17: “For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” 
 
 
4. God’s glory is our goal. 
“To Him be glory forever. Amen.” 
 
 


