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Acts 
Part 46 – “Do Not Be Afraid” 
 
Acts 18:1-17 
Corinth - Whereas Athens was a city known for its high culture and philosophy, Corinth was known for its 
decadence, its culture of indulgence, and its commercialization of pleasure. The temple to the goddess 
Aphrodite was located on the mountainside just outside the city where more than a thousand priestesses 
prostituted themselves as part of temple worship. Many commentators refer to it as the Las Vegas of the 
ancient world. 
 

Main Idea: God orchestrates all things and all events to gather His people to Himself.  

 
He calls us to be faithful 
1. In normal things 

a. God brought Paul to Corinth. Paul was obedient 
to go (v. 1). 

b. God used the pagan Roman emperor Claudius 
to send Jews (and Christians) around the 
Roman empire (v. 2).  

i. Aquila and Priscilla were expelled from 
Rome and ended up in Corinth.  

ii. In this new place, they were faithful to be 
a support and encouragement to the 
church and to Paul specifically.  

1. They accompanied Paul to Syria 
and Ephesus (Acts 18:18-19). 

2. They taught Apollos how to more accurately explain the scriptures (Acts 18:26). 
3. Paul says they risked their necks for his life (Romans 16:3). 

c. Paul, not wanting to be associated with the itinerant speakers of the day who would give a lofty 
speech and then collect money from the audience, decided to support his work by making a living 
through tent making (v. 3).  

 
2. In the proclamation of the gospel 

a. He continued to do what he faithfully did as he travelled – he entered the synagogues and tried to 
persuade the men and women that Jesus was the Christ (v. 4).  

b. As Paul testified to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ they opposed him and reviled him (vv. 5, 6).  
c. Paul responded in a symbolic and powerful way. 

i. “Your blood be on your own heads” (v.6).  
ii. This was a reference to Ezekiel 33:1-9. 
iii. Paul understood his role as the watchman who was warning the Jews to turn from their 

wickedness.  
iv. In their rejection of the gospel he had a clear conscience to move on to the gentiles (v. 

6).  
b. He moved on, but not very far. He went next door to the synagogue (v. 7).  

i. Titius Justus – a gentile believer welcomed him in 
ii. Crispus – the ruler of the synagogue, believed along with his household and they were 

baptized.  
iii. Many of the Corinthians believed and were baptized (v. 8).  

 
He reminds us that he is faithful. 
1. In our discouragement  

a. When one is called to stand up for truth in a hostile environment it can become very discouraging. 
Paul was not immune to this.  

b. Jesus, in His kindness, visited Paul in a vision to encourage him (vv. 9, 10). 
i. Do not be afraid 
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1. I am with you, no one will attack you 

ii. Continue speaking and do not be silent 
1. I have many people in this city 

c. In the midst of opposition we are told not to be afraid because Jesus is with us. He is faithfully 
present with us even in the midst of difficulty and opposition.  

i. Do not be afraid (Deut. 31:6; Josh 1:6; Isa. 41:10; 43:5; Jer. 1:8).  
ii. “And behold I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20).  

d. In this instance Paul was promised that he would not be harmed.  
i. This was not always the case for him nor is it a universal promise to Christians.  
ii. However, God’s specific purpose for Paul in Corinth included him being free to proclaim the 

truth. There were men and women were appointed for eternal life that would be brought to 
faith through the faithful ministry of Paul.  

 
2. When we encounter hostility 

a. As often happened, Paul and his companions were brought before a Roman official with some sort 
of charge against them.  

i. Here the Jews accused him of persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.  
ii. Previously these situations resulted in beatings and imprisonment (Acts 16:19-24; 17:5-9). 

b. However, this time Gallio, the proconsul decided that the issue was not a Roman issue but rather 
an in-house debate amongst the Jews.  

c. We see the fulfillment of God’s promise to Paul that in his ministry in Corinth he would not be 
harmed.  

d. We shouldn’t see Gallio’s refusal to intervene as any sense of commending Paul or Christ but 
rather his indifference toward the Jews.  

e. In fact, he even allowed a group of people to seize Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, to beat 
him.  

f. So we’re left at the end of this account with no great comfort from the Roman authorities that 
persecution will stop. Rather the comfort comes from knowing that God is with His people and He 
works all things according to His purpose for the good of those that love him.  

 
 
 

 


