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Worship the King 
Part 6 – “The Goal of Missions” 
 
Psalm 67    
“If a psalm was ever written round the promises to Abraham, that he would be both blessed and 
made a blessing, it could well have been such as this. The song begins at home, and returns to 
pause there a moment before the end; but its thought always flies to the distant peoples and to 
what awaits them when the blessing that has reached ‘us’ reaches all” (Derek Kidner).  
 
Exegetical Outline: 
I. A prayer for God’s blessing that the world will know his salvation (vv. 1-2). 
II. A call to all people to praise God for his wise providence (vv. 3-4). 
 A. All people must praise God (vs. 3). 
 B. All people must praise God for his righteous governance of the earth (vs. 4). 
III. A call to all people to praise God for his kind blessings (vv. 5-6a). 
IV. A prayer for God’s blessing that the world will fear him (vv. 6b-7).  
 
 
 
 
 
Vs. 1 – Recapitulates the Aaronic blessing of Numbers 6:24ff.  
 
Vs. 2 – The overflow of God’s blessings upon 
his people will be the spread of God’s gracious 
salvation in Jesus Christ to the nations. 
Missions, worship, and the gospel are 
inseparably linked.  
 
Vs. 3 – This is not simply a call for “people” to 
praise God but for “all peoples”. That is, this is 
a world-wide call for men and women from 
every nation, tribe, and tongue to worship the 
Lord. Its emphasis is upon the fact that God is 
the Lord before whom every knee will bow.  
 
Vv. 4-5 – God’s reign is one which brings joy to 
the peoples. The Lord is no tyrant but a saving 
God who makes his people sons and 
daughters. That God judges with equity means 
that his judgements are always righteous. He is 
never cruel or capricious. His love is not a 
sentimental “niceness” void of expectations. Neither is his justice expressed as loveless tyranny. 
The Lord rules the world with perfect wisdom and moral clarity. Because of God’s just and 
sovereign rule the peoples must praise him.  
 
Vv. 6-7 – The first clause is in past tense. The rest is expectation or prayer (“God shall bless us” 
or “Let God bless us.”). The harvest imagery (“The earth has yielded its increase”) is a way of 
anticipating the age to come.  

Main Idea: The ultimate goal of missions is to add to the number of redeemed men and 
women from every nation who will worship around the throne of God.  
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Missions exists because… 
1. The nations must worship God for he alone is God. 
Vs. 2 – “…that your way may be known…” 
Vs. 3 – “Let all the peoples praise you O God.” 

 The first and most obvious reason for the nations to worship God is because He alone is God 
(vs. 3). And it is the one true God who saves (vs. 2), not the worthless idols of the nations (Ps 
96).  

 The nations must praise or “acknowledge” God. Worship is always linked to knowledge for we 
cannot worship what we do not know. This is why God is a speaking God. He reveals himself 
to us that we might worship him. This sort of knowledge is beyond mere awareness of facts 
but a knowledge that arises from relationship. The praise called for here is the praise of the 
redeemed; those who have come to know God’s salvation in Jesus Christ.  
 

 
 
2. The nations must worship God for his wise providence. 
Vs. 4 – “Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide 
the nations upon earth.  Selah”  

 There are two reasons given here for the peoples to praise the Lord: 1) God judges the 
nations with equity, and 2) God governs all the peoples of the earth. 

 That God judges “with equity” means that he shows no favoritism for one people over another. 
His redemptive purposes are extended to all the peoples of the earth. God is no respecter of 
persons. He never acts unjustly.  

 God is sovereign. He leads all the nations according to His plan.  
 
 
 
3. The nations must worship God for his kind blessings. 
Vv. 5-6a – “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! The earth has 
yielded its increase…” 

 Harvest imagery is used. It may be that this psalm was read at harvest time to remind the 
people that a good harvest was a blessing from God. But this would not have been the sole 
purpose of the psalm. The bountiful harvest of grain was recognized a sign of the coming 
fulfillment of God’s covenant with Abraham. In this sense, the blessing of a good harvest was 
a blessing meant to stir the nations to praise God.  

 
 
 
Vv. 6b-7 – “…God, our God, shall bless us. God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear 
him!” 

 The psalm closes as it begins with a prayer for God’s blessing. And as in verses one and two, 
the psalmist prays that God’s blessings upon his people will be an occasion for the nations to 
praise the Lord. The “ends of the earth” is a way of referring to the remotest parts of the earth. 
The desire that they “fear him” is another way of expressing the desire that they become true 
worshippers, those who reverence the Lord as the sovereign God.  


