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Worship The King 
Part 4 – “Worship by the Book” (pt. 2) 
 
Leviticus 10:1-11 
The story of Nadab and Abihu is about worshipping the 
Lord according to his requirements, not our own 
desires. Nadab and Abihu, priests and sons of Aaron 
the High Priest, sinned on their first day of service by 
bringing to the altar of the Lord that which he had not 
authorized. Their disregard for what the Lord had 
commanded cost them their lives. After the bodies of 
Nadab and Abihu were taken out of the camp the Lord 
gave further instructions for his priests (Vv. 8-11). The 
prohibition against strong drink while performing their 
duties was indicative of the fact that the priests had the 
responsibility to distinguish between that which is 
common from that which is holy. Their duties as priests 
required great discernment. They had to maintain a 
commitment to bring before the Lord only that which he 
had commanded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Elements of Biblical Worship: 
1. Call to Worship 
2. Prayer of Adoration 
3. Singing 
4. Reading Scripture 
5. Prayers 

 
6. Confession of Sin 

 Confession is one of the defining marks of a Christian because it is linked to repentance and 
faith. When we confess our sins to God, we are agreeing with God that our sin is something 
that needs to be forgiven. We are recognizing that our sin hurts us, hurts others, and most 
importantly, hurts the heart of God. 

 Confession is the expression of repentance in which we name our sin for what it is, turn away 
from sin, and turn toward a merciful God. The difference between a Christian and a non-
Christian is not that the non-Christian sins and the Christian does not, but that the Christian 
sins and repents, while the unbeliever hardens their heart toward God – either by refusing to 
admit the sin or by trying to deal with the sin in some other way. 

 One of the features of Jesus’ ministry was to call people out of their sin. He preached 
repentance. He confronted tax collectors like Levi and Zacchaeus. He called the Samaritan 
woman and the woman caught in adultery away from their sin. Confession of sin is found in 
the Lord’s Prayer. We are promised in 1 John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins he is faithful and 
just to forgive us…” 

 Psalm 51 is one of the great paradigms for true confession of and repentance from sin. 
 
 

Main Idea: Worship that is biblical and God-
glorifying consists of those elements which God 
has prescribed.  
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7. Assurance of Pardon 

 If our worship is going to re-present the gospel then it must follow confession of sin with the 
assurance that in Christ God has accomplished atonement for the sins of His people. Each 
week we have the privilege of hearing together God’s word of pardon for us in Christ.  

 The assurance of pardon is another one of God’s words to us. Therefore, we take the 
assurance of pardon directly from the Scriptures.  

 Romans 8:1-2 is one of the many wonderful passages of Scripture which assures believers of 
their pardon in Christ Jesus.  

 
 
8. Preaching (Hearing God’s Word)    

 The ministries of the prophets, of Jesus, and of his apostles were primarily ministries of 
proclaiming God’s Word to God’s people (Neh 8; Mk 16:20; Acts 20:27; 2 Tim 4:2). And since 
worship begins with hearing God’s Word, the proclamation of his Word is the centerpiece of 
our liturgy. The preaching and hearing of God’s Word are just as much “worship” as is singing. 

 Each week God “works faith in our hearts by the preaching of the Holy Gospel” (Heidelberg 
Catechism, Q&A 65).  

a) Preaching’s method ought to be exposition. That is, preaching ought to “expose” the meaning
 of the biblical text. In this way God’s people can be sure that they are hearing God’s voice
 (Nehemiah 8:8; Matt 4:4; Acts 2:42). 
b) Preaching’s aim ought to be God’s glory.  
c) Preaching’s center ought to be Jesus Christ and his gospel (Luke 24:27; 1 Cor 1:18-2:5).  
d) Preaching’s fruit ought to be life change (Ezekiel 37; John 17:17; Rom 10:17; 1 Cor 1:17-21). 
 
 
9. The Sacraments (Seeing God’s Word)    

 The Lord Jesus has given to his church two sacraments: baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Both 
sacraments function as visible sermons. The water of baptism declares cleansing from sin, 
initiation into the visible community of God’s people, and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. 
The Lord’s Supper is a means of grace whereby the Lord is spiritually present to nourish us. It 
is also a means of declaring the Lord’s death on our behalf (1 Cor 11:26). 

 
 
10. Giving of tithes and offerings    

 God is profoundly generous. He did not withhold the full purchase price for our souls. The 
Lord gave his dearly beloved son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. The Lord Jesus made 
himself poor for our sake.  

 Therefore it makes sense that God has always called his people to be generous. They were 
called to give for the support of the tabernacle and the priests. Later, the church was 
commanded to give in order to support those who minister the word full-time (1 Cor 9:13-14; 1 
Tim 5:17-18) and to relieve the sufferings of the saints (1 Cor 16:1-2; 2 Cor 8:1-15).  

 When we give generously we are striking a blow against the idol of money. We are declaring 
our trust in God as our provider.  

 
 
11. The Benediction    

 Like the call to worship, the benediction ought to be drawn directly from the words of Scripture 
since both those elements are God’s words to us. In the benediction God is given the last 
word in our public worship. Each Lord’s Day God sends forth his people with his blessing.   

 


