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Gender, Sexuality and the Glory of God 
Part 4 – “You Were Washed” 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

 A great error of the Corinthians and of all Christians since was their tendency to divorce 
religious practice from morality. They were zealous to maintain religious performances and 
their profession of faith, but were content to live a life that was still conformed to the world. 
They wanted to be Christians, but not at the expense of sexual gratification or financial gain or 
other pleasures. So, while professing their faith they lived like pagans. 

 This section summarizes the material begun in 5:1. It is a feature of Paul’s letters to the 
church in Corinth to warn them of a questionable faith and false identification as Christians. 
No matter that a man or woman professes to be Christian; if his or her life is not an 
authentically Christian life, he or she can have no confidence of acceptance with God in the 
day of judgment. Mindfulness concerning the coming judgment is an important part of the 
Christian’s continued sanctification. So Paul gives a list of characteristic behaviors that are 
incompatible with a profession of faith in Christ. He had already given a similar list in 5:10-11. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1. The Truth about the Future. 
Vv. 9-10 – “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit 
the kingdom of God.” 

 In this list Paul repeats the six sins listed in 5:10-11 and adds four more. The additional four 
are three classes of sexual sin (following chapter 5 and anticipating the remainder of chapter 
6) and "thieves," obviously relevant to the immediate question in 6:1-11. The two words the 
NIV renders male prostitute and homosexual offender are perhaps best taken as the passive 
and active partners in a homosexual tryst. 

 The first Greek term is malakoi, means “soft.” When applied to men it means “effeminate.” 

 The second term is arsenokoitai, a compound of “male” and “intercourse.” In the standard 
dictionaries it is defined as a “male homosexual”  

 Paul is not embarrassed to warn them about the coming judgment. Hell will be populated by 
people who refused to repent of their sins whatever those sins were. The question is not who 
is and is not a sinner. The question is who is a repentant sinner. 

 
 
2. The Truth about the Past. 
Vs. 11a – “And such were some of you…” 

 Paul is speaking of these sins as past tense realities. These Corinthian Christians are no 
longer drunks or thieves or homosexuals. Homosexuals do not need to remain homosexuals 
anymore than thieves need to remain thieves.  

 The fact that the homosexual found his behavior natural and pleasing proves nothing. Human 
beings are past masters at justifying all kinds of sinful behaviors. The fact that the behavior is 
compulsive and seems fixed and inevitable also proves nothing. Human selfishness, pride, 
lust, temper, and so on are often behaviors to which people find themselves little more than 

Main Idea: Since through Christ believers have been washed clean from the guilt of all their sin 
it follows that they must now live in harmony with their status as sanctified people. 
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slaves. Sin is the master addiction of human life. If the homosexual argues that he finds his 
desires impossible to control so too does every other sinner. Finding desires too strong for 
you is hardly a recommendation of those desires! Bondage to a set of desires and behaviors 
is no proof that those behaviors are good and right. 

 
 
 
3. The Truth about Forgiveness. 
Vs. 11b – “…But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 

 "And that is what some of you were…" The Corinthian church was full of people who once 
were dishonest in business, idolaters, drunkards, and sexually impure, including 
homosexuality. But God granted to them repentance and faith. As a result the church 
consisted, as all churches do, of former idolaters, swindlers, sexually impure, etc. 

 Washed – Paul is clearly using baptismal language here. These converted pagans had been 
baptized as a sign of God’s covenant of grace. To be baptized graphically illustrated that their 
past sins had been forgiven completely.  

 

 Sanctified – Christians have been set apart to God for holiness and service. Sanctification is 
both declarative and progressive. Christians have been sanctified and are being sanctified.  

 

 Justified – Christians have been once for all declared just by God and therefore made right 
with Him and the church.  

 

 The world's way of sex, of business, of religion, of pleasure was wrong and God's way was 
radically different. They could not now, therefore, go back to the world's way as if it had not 
been exposed for what it was.  

 Christians never deny that they were once very different people and lived very different lives 
than they do now. It is the glory of their faith that in Christ all things become new, that the old 
is done away and the new has come, that the change is so profound that it might be said that 
they are new creations, as if God started all over and made them again, but this time with a 
nature that was no longer in bondage to sin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Family Discussion: 
1. What would you think about a judge who refused to pass judgment on people guilty of 
crimes? 
2. Why do you think people tend to resist the idea that God will judge sinners who do not 
repent? 
3. Why would it be unjust for God to forgive sinners who refuse to turn from their sins? 
4. Read through the list of sins in verses 9-10. Are there any sins that God will refuse to 
forgive if the sinner repents (turns away from their sin)? 
5. How can God forgive sinners?  
6. What should be different about the lives of Christians from non-Christians? 
7. What does it mean to be washed? Sanctified? Justified?  

 


