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Gender, Sexuality, and the Glory of God 
Part 1 – “Male and Female in the Image of God” 
 
Genesis 1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
1. God made you and everything else. 
“In the beginning God…” There are two things in the universe: God and everything He made. God 
created the universe ex nihilo, that is, “out of nothing.” God was dependent upon nothing outside himself 
to create. He created by the power of his word.  
 
Creation depends upon God.   

 This is the foundation of the doctrine of providence. God actively upholds and directs all that He made. 
Nothing happens independently from its Maker.  

 Acts 17 
 
Creation is distinct from God.   

 The creation account repeatedly records God making distinctions by dividing one thing from another. 
Creation depends upon these distinctions. The most significant distinction is between the Creator and 
creation. Nothing in the created order (including us!) is, nor ever will be God. This most essential 
distinction is mirrored in the other God-designed distinctions in creation such as the distinctions 
between male and female.  

 
Creation is good.   

 The creation account emphasizes the repeated formula: “And God saw that [what he had created] was 
good.” God’s creation came about just as he had determined.  

 1 Timothy 4:1-4 
 
Creation is orderly.  

 Genesis 1 describes God’s work of making distinctions: He separates light from darkness (4), the seas 
from the clouds (7), and the seas from the continents (9). These distinctions brought about order. 
Before this work of ordering the “earth was without form and void” (2). 

 Beginning in verse 11 we are told that God everything from vegetation to the animals was designed to 
reproduce after its own kind. This same pattern of procreation will be given to humankind.  

 
 
2. God made you in his image. 
Genesis 1:26-31; 2:4-24 
Humanity is uniquely precious.  

 Of all things in the universe only humanity (male and female) bears the image and likeness of God 
(1:26-27; 9:6). 

 
Humanity is responsible. 

 God gave the man and woman dominion over the earth, to keep it and increase its fruitfulness (1:29-30; 
2:15). 

 
Humanity is male and female. 

 Humanity in two genders reflects the orderliness and goodness of God. Mankind in two distinct but 
complementary genders makes human flourishing possible (1:27-28). 

 

Main Idea: God made us for Himself and only by knowing and being rightly related to Him can 
we know ourselves and how we are to live.  
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3. God made you for himself. 
 
Because God made us He owns us.  

 God created all things for himself including humankind (Psalm 96:6-7; Isa 64:8). The serpent’s 
temptation is for the man and woman to be their own moral authority; their own gods (Gen 3). 

 
 
Because God owns us we must obey Him. 

 God gave the man and woman a command to keep (2:15-17). The purpose of the command was, at 
least in part, to help them understand their proper place in the universe. Humanity can properly relate to 
God only as Lord and Father.  

 
 
God’s commands are for our good.  

 God’s commands are not cruel or arbitrary. God places boundaries around our behavior not in order to 
diminish our joy but to increase our joy.  

 
 
4. God made you to thrive. 
 
We cannot thrive apart from relationship with God. 

 In the garden the man and woman enjoyed fellowship with God as the most essential feature of their 
well-being. God speaks to the man and woman. That is, it is only to them that God relates to personally. 

 
 
God has told us how to thrive.  

 The creation mandate given by God as well as the design of man and woman testify to the ways in 
which God has determined to bless mankind and the earth they occupy. It follows that any deviation of 
these clear commands and design will be an assault against man’s ability to thrive.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggestions for Family Discussion: 

 What are some of the ways that God is different from everything he made? 
 

 What are some of the ways that creation is good? 
 

 What does it mean that the universe is orderly? Why would God create an orderly universe? 
What are some of the orderly things you notice in creation that are orderly?  

 

 Why did God create you? 
 

 How are people different from anything else in all creation? What does it mean that God made 
us in his image? 

 

 Why has God given us commands to obey? Why should we obey God’s commands? 

 


