
ROMANS: PART 11 
EXPLANATION OF THE GOSPEL 

 
God’s Righteous Justification (Righteoussing) of All Who Believe 

“Justification” 
Romans 3:21-22 

 
The Context.  Rom 3:21-4:25 
1. Gospel of Justification Defined. Rom 3:21-26. God’s righteousness revealed in Christ’s cross 

-The means of justification -- faith alone. Vs 21-22. 
-The source of justification -- grace alone. Vs 22-24. 
-The ground of justification -- Christ alone. Vs 24b-26. 

2. Gospel of Justification Defended. Rom 3:27-31. God’s righteousness answers all criticism 
3. Gospel of Justification Demonstrated. Rom 4:1-25. God’s righteousness illustrated in Abraham 
4. Justification Defined: 

A judicial act of God, by grace, whereby He 
a) satisfies the sinner’s penalty of sin through the death of Christ, and 
b) accepts the sinner as just through the righteousness of Christ 

resulting in 
a) the removal of the sinner’s estranged relationship with God, and 
b) the establishment of a permanently right relationship with Him. 

5. To justify: tsedaqah (Heb) dikaiosun (Gk.). Righteous: dikaios (Gk.). 
The Gospel tells us how God justly justifies the unjust. 
His righteous way of “righteoussing” the unrighteous (w/ His righteousness) Rom 3:21.  

 
The Text: Justification through faith alone.  Rom 3:21-22. 
1. The Righteousness we need comes apart from our works of the Law. Vs 21a: 

-Law & Grace are mutually exclusive systems. Gal 3:10-12. 
-Law-works condemn us. They render us imperfect before God. 
-Law-works are useless for us. Christ is our Law-keeper (bore it’s judgment, kept its precepts). 
 

2. The Righteousness we need is now clearly manifested. Vs 21a: 
-This righteousness is complete -- I do not add to it (II Cor 5;21; Gal 5:2,3). 
-This righteousness is historical & objective -- I do not merely subjectively feel it (Acts 26:26). 
-This righteousness can be understood by anyone -- I do not have be a scholar (I Cor 1:26ff). 
 

3. The Righteousness we need is completely Biblical. Vs 21b. 
-The Law & Prophets (O.T.) bore witness to salvation through Christ. E.G. Mk 9:1f. 
-The O.T. pointed to Christ. Jn 8:56; 5:46; Lk 24:27;44-46; I Pet 1:10-12; II Cor 1:20 
-The last prophet pointed to Christ. Mt 3. 
 

The Historical Context: 
1. Biblical Christianity Vs. Apostasy: 

-Liberalism.                            Works  =  Justification  (Faith unnecessary). 
-Neo-Orthodoxy.                    ?          =  ?                  (Doesn’t know what it is saying). 
-R Catholic, C of Christ, etc.  Faith + Works  = Justification  (Baptism/religion & Christ, etc) 
-Antinomianism.                    Faith = Justification - Works (New Birth -- but no new life). 
-The Bible.                             Faith = Justification + Works (We believe: saved & bear fruit) 

2. Luther’s passion (And Calvin, Watson, Bunyan, Spurgeon, Pink, Packer, Sproul, Stott, etc.) 
-Upon this doctrine the Church stands or falls. 
-This doctrine is the main hinge upon which salvation rests. 
-This doctrine is the pillar of Christianity. 

3. Today’s neglect: 
 


