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Out of the Storm 
A Study of Job 

Part 10 – “God Answers” 
 

Job 38-41   
 
Job has cried out to God for an answer to his sufferings. To desire to know why is not, on its own, sinful. 

Indeed, it has been confirmed repeatedly that Job is a true believer with a clear conscience being innocent 

of the wickedness of which he has been accused. It only makes sense that Job, in the middle of his terrible 

sufferings, would cry out for understanding. But in his pain Job’s cries take on an accusatory tone. He 

demands a hearing with God. He demands to know why God has made him His enemy. He wants answers 

for why the universe is not in order. The clear implication underlying Job’s questions is that perhaps God 

should be impeached for incompetence. It is to this petulance that God responds. 

 

 

 

 
God’s words are delivered in the form of two speeches (38:1-40:5 & 40:6-42:6). In those two speeches we 

are able to discern at least three vital themes. 

 

1. God speaks (38:1) 
Vs. 1 – “Then the LORD answered Job out of the 

whirlwind and said…” 

 The Lord is a speaking God. He is pleased to reveal 

himself to us by his word. The Lord creates and destroys 

by his powerful word. He vindicates and judges by the 

power of his word. We can know God based upon what 

he has told us about himself. 

Vv. 2-3 – “Who is this that darkens counsel by words 

without knowledge? Dress for action like a man; I will 

question you, and you make it known to me.” 

 When God finally answers, He makes it clear that he will 

not be appearing as a witness in any court proceeding as 

Job has demanded. Rather, the Lord makes it clear that 

the courtroom belongs to Him and it is Job who will face 

the questioning. 

 

2. God wisely governs all that he has made (38-39). 

38:4-7 – Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

     Tell me, if you have understanding.        

        Who determined its measurements—surely You know!                                 

     Or who stretched the line upon it? 

     On what were its bases sunk, 

      or who laid its cornerstone, 

      when the morning stars sang together 

      and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

Main Idea: God is wise enough and powerful enough to govern all things, even the evil forces in 

the universe, and direct them for his own good purposes.  
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 Creation imagery abounds in God’s answer to Job. In this we see, at the very least, the continuing 

relevance of a strong (biblical) doctrine of creation. In answering, correcting, and comforting Job, God 

describes his role as creator and sustainer of the universe. This is, in part, to answer the implicit 

objection running through Job’s speeches that the universe is not being properly governed.  

 All of the mysteries of the universe, from the animals, to the weather, to the stars, and unseen spiritual 

beings are known perfectly by God for he is their designer. It follows therefore that we, mere created 

beings, are ignorant of the inner workings, including the purposeful design, of all that God has made. 

There is knowledge of the creation that is available only to the Creator.  

 There is a polemical character to the creation poetry in these later chapters. The pagan creation myths 

which would have abounded among the peoples of the east depicted creation as the chaotic result of 

either warfare among or sexual union between the gods. The creation accounts in Scripture, most 

prominently Genesis and Job, stand in stark contrast to those pagan myths. The Lord is God alone, the 

Creator and Sustainer of all creation.  

 God points to both the goodness and evil within the created order. It is a creation that is worthy of 

shouts of joy from “the sons of God” (38:7). It is a created order filled with wonderful creatures which 

give birth and watch over their young. But this same creation contains within it the horror of warfare 

(the horse – 39:19ff), predation (the hawk – 39:36ff), and indifference (the ostrich – 39:13ff). There is, 

though largely indecipherable to us, a divinely designed purpose behind both the goodness and evil 

within the created order.  

 

3. God’s power extends over the evil forces of the universe (40-41). 
38:8 – “Or who shut in the sea with doors…” 

 At the beginning of his first speech (chpt 38) God points out that he has enclosed and set boundaries 

around “the sea.” This is important for the sea represented the unknown and evil. So at the very 

beginning God is saying that evil and calamity are not independent forces running amok in the world. 

Rather, God himself has set strict boundaries around evil. In this imagery God establishes himself as the 

Sovereign Lord. 

 In God’s second speech (40:6-42:6) we are introduced to two beasts: Behemoth and Leviathan. 

Theories abound as to the identity of these two creatures. Are they extinct dinosaurs? Are they fanciful 

descriptions of the hippopotamus and crocodile? Are they mythical beasts that God uses 

metaphorically? Whatever the case, it seems likely that these two beasts serve as personifications of evil 

(Isaiah 27:1). Leviathan is given the bulk of attention because he serves to represent Satan, the tempter 

in the garden, the accuser of Job. And, like the sea, God controls these two menacing beasts. Even 

Leviathan cannot free himself from the leash of God’s sovereign power.   

 God does not remove all the mysteries connected to this reality. Our minds could never handle it. It is 

knowledge that is beyond us. However, God gives us something better. He opens our eyes to who He is. 

Even the mysteries of evil and suffering are not mysteries to Him. Furthermore, the evil of Leviathan 

and the terrors of death will not persist eternally. God will, in his own time, finally cast away evil and 

put death to death once and for all. What is more, God has already accomplished this in the most 

unlikely way. Through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, God answers the problem of evil and 

suffering and secures the ultimate defeat of Leviathan.  

 
Colossians 2:13-15 – “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt 

that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the 

rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.” 


