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The Word Became Flesh 
 

John 1:1-14 
 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was 

made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it” (Vv. 1-5). 

 

 Logos – The Son is referred to as “the Logos” or Word.  
Logos is a revelatory act. When God speaks it is because He wants us to know what He thinks. John’s 

idea of the Logos is that God willingly reveals who He is. The incarnation of Christ is God’s supreme 

revelatory action; His greatest word to humanity. Leon Morris writes. “The Logos describes God’s 

coming where we are, taking our nature upon Himself, entering the world’s struggle, and out of this 

agony winning men’s salvation.” 

 

 

 

 
“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God” (Vv. 1-2). 

 

John begins by establishing the eternally divine nature of the Son. Of the nine New Testament writers, 

eight of them were Jews, trained to understand that there is only one God and that no human is divine. 

But each of these men teach that Jesus is God’s Messiah, the Spirit-annointed son of David promised in 

the Old Testament. The N.T. writers all present Jesus in his three roles as teacher, sin-bearer, and ruler—

prophet, priest, and king. They all insist that Jesus the Messiah should be personally worshiped and 

trusted—which is to say that he is God no less than he is man. Jesus is not simply a manifestation of God, 

an emanation from God, or one of three “modes” of God. Jesus is simultaneously God and with God.  In 

relation to God Jesus is eternally inseparable in nature and yet eternally distinct in person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Incarnation 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth” (V. 14). 

 

J.I. Packer writes, “Incarnation means…that the Son of God lived his divine-human life in and through 

his human mind and body at every point, maximizing his identification and empathy with those he had 

come to save, and drawing on divine resources to transcend human limits of knowledge and energy only 

when particular requirements of the Father’s will so dictated.”
1
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1. The Word Eternal 

2. The Word Enfleshed 
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1. The Nearness of the Son 

 “…and dwelt among us.” 

 

The word translated “dwelt” properly means to “pitch one’s tent” or to “tabernacle.”  In fact, the noun 

“tabernacle” corresponds directly to the verb used here.  So it can rightly be translated “and tabernacled 

among us.” To Jewish ears this reference to the Word “tabernacling” among us would have brought to 

mind a very specific association. Certainly they would have thought of the tabernacle which was the place 

of worship for the people during their exodus wanderings.  It was the means by which God dwelt among 

his people. 

 

 

2. The Glory of the Son 

 “…and we have seen his glory.” 

 

More than any of the other Gospels, John develops the theme of glory as it is applied to Christ’s humanity 

(John 13:31; 17:5). John also associates Jesus’ suffering and death directly with the revelation of his 

glory (12:23; 17:1). “In the Fourth Gospel it is the hour of dedication to death which is essentially 

the hour of glory.”
2
 New Testament scholar Leon Morris writes that Jesus’ “true glory is to be 

seen, not in outward splendor, but in the lowliness with which the Son of God lived for men and 

suffered for them.” 

 

 

 

3. The Uniqueness of the Son 

 “…as of the only Son from the Father.” 

 

Jesus was begotten of God. This speaks, among other things, of the virgin birth, Jesus’ extraordinary 

means of entering humanity. He entered this life through the means of a miraculous conception and an 

ordinary birth. There has never been another conceived of the Holy Spirit.  The virgin conception is 

simply not an issue that we can surrender to those who don’t think it is plausible. Matthew, Luke, and 

John leave no room for ambiguity.  Jesus was not adopted by God sometime before the beginning of His 

ministry.   

 

 

4. The Sufficiency of the Son 

 “Full of grace and truth.” 

 

“The incarnate Word was every way qualified for his undertaking as Mediator; for he was full of grace 

and truth, the two great things that fallen man stands in need of.”
3
  -  Matthew Henry 
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