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Faithful God 
A Study of Ruth 

 

Part 4 – “The Purposes of God and the Plans of Man” 
  

Text: Ruth 3 

 

Theme: God overcomes all obstacles to his redemptive purpose. 
“God is sovereign over all things—nature and nations, animals and angels, spirits and Satan, wonderful 

people and wicked people, even disease and death”  

- Kevin DeYoung from Just Do Something (p. 19) 

“In Him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of Him who 

works all things according to the counsel of his will.” 

- Ephesians 1:11 

“For truly in your city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 

both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your 

hand and your plan had predestined to take place.” 

- Acts 4:27-28 

“I am God, and there is no other; I am God and there is none like me, declaring the end from the 

beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My council shall stand, and I will 

accomplish all my purpose.’” 

- Isaiah 46:9-10 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined 

he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” 

  - Romans 8:28-30 

 

“Kinsman Redeemer” 
The drama of the book of Ruth rests heavily on Israel’s laws regarding the levir and goel (Genesis 38; 

Deut 25:5-10). 

Levir – Translated “in-law.” Levirate marriage laws concerned the familial duty when the man of the 

house died. The dead husband’s closest unmarried male kin took on the responsibility to marry the dead 

man’s widow. 

Goel – Translated “redeem” or “buy back.” It also carries with it the meaning “to protect.” The goel is the 

next of kin who acts to protect the widow and prevent the loss of the family name and property.  

 This law helped illustrate the importance of the family line among God’s covenant people and acted as 

a means to establish the continuity of His promises from one generation to the next.   

 

1. God’s purposes are greater than our foolishness. 
The story of Ruth invites us into a kind of tension – How will God get His will done? Biblical narratives 

often share this tension.  When the work of God begins to advance, obstacles begin to appear. In Genesis 

3:15 God pronounced judgment upon the serpent, reclaimed Eve, and promised to send a redeemer. From 

that point on, the Bible tells the story of how God accomplished that promise. All along the way countless 

obstacles are thrown into the path of God’s redemptive plan. The story of Ruth illustrates some of those 

very obstacles. But no obstacle from man or demon can overcome the purposes of God.  

“Kinsman Redeemer” 
The drama of the book of Ruth rests heavily on Israel’s laws regarding the levir and goel (Genesis 38; 

Deut 25:5-10). 

Levir – Translated “in-law.” Levirate marriage laws concerned the familial duty when the man of the 

house died. The dead husband’s closest unmarried male kin took on the responsibility to marry the dead 

man’s widow. 

Goel – Translated “redeem” or “buy back.” It also carries with it the meaning “to protect.” The goel is 

the next of kin who acts to protect the widow and prevent the loss of the family name and property.  

 This law helped illustrate the importance of the family line among God’s covenant people and acted as 

a means to establish the continuity of His promises from one generation to the next.   
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 Chapter three of Ruth introduces a disturbing element in the story. Naomi urges Ruth to make herself as 

attractive as possible, go down to the threshing floor, and under cover of darkness, “uncover his 

[Boaz’s] feet and lie down.”  Naomi goes on to explain, “and he will tell you what to do.”   

 If that piece of advice makes you uncomfortable then I think you are reading it just exactly how the 

writer wants you to. Is this really the kind of counsel we expect an older woman to give a younger 

woman? Is there any way that God would bless such a foolish action?  Or, will this cause the story to 

end in disaster?  Will everything that has been so carefully guided along so far come to an end? 

 Naomi seems to believe that God needs a helping hand. She is willing to expose Ruth to risk.  Sending 

Ruth out at night presents a physical risk.  But she is also risking the reputations of both Ruth and Boaz.  

What happens if someone sees her?  What happens if Boaz is offended?  What happens if Ruth’s purity 

is compromised?   

 Naomi is attempting to bring about in her way what God has promised to give in his way. There is a 

certain feverishness behind Naomi’s desire for God’s will to be done which reflects more of a desire for 

her will to be done. It is because she has not sufficiently distinguished the purposes of God from the 

desires of her own heart. 

 

 

 

2. God’s purposes do not lessen the demand for holiness. 

 The fact that God is perfectly sovereign and all things happen according to his decree does not lesson 

the responsibility of God’s human creatures. Providence is not fatalism. Fatalism is the philosophy that 

all things happen according to an impersonal, mechanistic, and purposeless force which renders all 

human action meaningless. Providence is radically different. It is true that all things occur according to 

God’s sovereign decree. But God decrees not only the ends but the means to those ends. He has decreed 

that the actions and obedience and prayers of his people will be truly purposeful. God’s providence is 

personal, dynamic, and full of purpose. 

 

 

Lessons in Guidance… 
a) God’s timing is better than ours.  
 

 

 

b) God’s providences are not self-interpreting. 
 

 

 

c) Love God and do what is right.   
 

 

 

3. God’s purposes move in the direction of redemption. 

 God’s purposes are wholly consistent with His covenant to save for himself a people from every 

language, tribe, nation, and tongue. 

 

 

 


