
In Pursuit of a Prophet 
Jonah 1:17-2:10 

September 15, 2013 
 

Introduction 
 

1. Jonah—A prophet called to minister to the Northern Kingdom in 800-750 B.C. to warn of their rebellion and idolatry 

2. Summary to this point—Jonah was called to go preach to Nineveh (largest city of the Assyrian Empire), a wicked 

city. Jonah disobeyed and fled on a ship going in the opposite direction. Jonah’s sin was found out, and he was thrown 

into the sea. 

3. Today—How does God deal with His rebellious prophet? 
 

 

 

God’s Design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application: Just as God pursued His prophet, He 

pursues His people. We are Jonahs, yet He pursues us. 

God knows the number of hairs of our heads (Matthew 

10:30; Luke 12:7), He knows the days He has ordained 

for us (Psalm 139:16), and He will design each of these 

for our good and His glory (Romans 8:28). Will you 

trust Him? 

 

 
 

 

 

Jonah’s Despair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Application: We are Jonahs. Where has God called you 

that you refuse to go? Are you still fleeing? Have you 

come to the end of yourself? Will you cry out to God? 

He will hear your voice. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

God’s Deliverance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application: God delivers His children. “God 

demonstrates His own love toward us in that, while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8)… He 

who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us 

all, how will He not also along with Him graciously give 

us all things?” (Romans 8:32) Salvation belongs to the 

Lord! (v. 9) 

 
 

 
 

Conclusion: 
 

Three lessons from Jonah 2: 

1. Jonah said lots of true things about himself and about God, but there is no confession of sin in this prayer. We will 

see the fruit of this shallow repentance later in this story. 

 Confession and repentance are daily needs in our Christian walk. We even need to repent of our 

repentance. 

2. All disobedience, rebellion and sin are a form of idolatry. “What pleases us often takes priority over what pleases 

God.” (Tim Frost) 

 We must keep verse 8 before us, “Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be 

theirs.” (NIV) 

3. Jonah’s story is our story, and Jonah’s story is a sign pointing to a much greater reality. Read Matthew 12:38-41. 

 There is One Who is greater than Jonah. Through His death and resurrection you can know true 

deliverance. Salvation belongs to the Lord!   



Jonah 1:17-2:10 (ESV) 
 

17 
 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

2 Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, 
2 
saying, 

“I called out to the LORD, out of my distress, 

    and he answered me; 

out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 
    and you heard my voice. 
3 
For you cast me into the deep, 

    into the heart of the seas, 
    and the flood surrounded me; 

all your waves and your billows 

    passed over me. 
4 
Then I said, ‘I am driven away 

    from your sight; 
yet I shall again look 

    upon your holy temple.’ 
5 
The waters closed in over me to take my life; 

    the deep surrounded me; 

weeds were wrapped about my head 
6 
    at the roots of the mountains. 

I went down to the land 

    whose bars closed upon me forever; 
yet you brought up my life from the pit, 

    O LORD my God. 
7 
When my life was fainting away, 

    I remembered the LORD, 

and my prayer came to you, 
    into your holy temple. 
8 
Those who pay regard to vain idols 

    forsake their hope of steadfast love. 
9 
But I with the voice of thanksgiving 

    will sacrifice to you; 

what I have vowed I will pay. 

    Salvation belongs to the LORD!” 
10 

And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. 
 

Matthew 12:38-41 
 

38 
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” 

39 
But he answered 

them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet 

Jonah. 
40 

For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

41 
The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn 

it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold something greater than Jonah is here. 
 

John Piper: The strength of patience hangs on our capacity to believe that God is up to something good for us in all our delays 

and detours. 
 

Sinclair Ferguson: When his purposes involve afflictions and suffering of any kind, the knowledge that He is sovereignly over-
ruling is the only thing that can preserve us from a craven fear or a sense of despair, and bring us a measure of joyful and 

willing acceptance of our situation. Only when we recognize that God’s aim is to make us like Christ (cf. Rom. 8:29), and that 

He works all the events of our lives together for this purpose, will we begin to rejoice in the good that is produced out of 
tribulation. (Rom. 5:3-5) 

 

Sinclair Ferguson: …the deeper work of God took place, not in the belly of the fish but in the heart of the prophet; not in the 
realm of nature, but in the realm of grace. 

 
J. A. Moyer: …we need, perhaps, to remind ourselves that the book of Jonah does not reach its climax by asking the reader, 

“Do you believe that the great fish was historical or allegorical?” Rather, God asks, “And should I not pity Nineveh, that great 

city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and 
also much cattle?” (v. 4:11) 


