
God’s Mercy and Our Proper Response 
Jonah 1:7-16 

 

The relationship between theology and obedience 

1. Jonah’s theology was detached from his character as he ran from God’s presence. 

a. Separation from God, and cutting himself off from God’s people, was precisely what Jonah was seeking.  

b. Jonah hardened his heart and with no regard for others he was able to fall asleep in the midst of a great storm 

(vv. 4-5). 

c. Jonah still acknowledged himself as being part of God’s people (a Hebrew), that he feared the LORD (God’s 

covenant, personal name), and that God was sovereign over the raging sea and the dry land (v. 9).  

d. All of this knowledge, all of this identity with God’s people, did not lead to obedience.  

e. There was a separation from what he knew to be true and how he lived.  

 

2. The sailors’ theology was transformed by encountering God’s presence. 

a. The sailors, not a part of God’s people, were worshippers of many different gods.  

b. In times of fear they ran to their idols (vv. 5-6) and to their devices of trying to determine why things were 

happening (v. 7).  

i. The casting of lots – “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD” (Proverbs 

16:33). In the New Covenant age with the Holy Spirit indwelling believers there is no further need of 

seeking God’s will outside of what He has given us in the Spirit.  

c. As they interacted with Jonah they learned of the LORD, the one true God (vv. 9-14), the one who speaks the 

one who was sovereign over all, who controlled the sea and the land.  

d. It is the pagan sailors, the ones who worship false gods, who recognize the absurdity of what Jonah has done.  

i. “What is this that you have done?” (v. 10) 

ii. It is an echo of what God asks Eve in the Garden of Eden as Adam and Eve are hiding from God’s 

presence (Gen. 3:13). 

iii. It is the absurdity of sin and the subsequent hiding from God’s presence.  

e. It is these same sailors that cry out to God, recognizing Him, and using His covenant, personal name – He is 

not some distant, generic god (v. 14). 

f. Their transformed theology led them to worship and to seek the presence of the LORD (v. 16).   

g. They recognized that He was sovereign over all things (“you have done as it pleased you” v. 14) and they 

experienced this as the sea calmed down (v. 15).  

 

The impact of disobedience and God’s mercy toward us 

1. The personal and social consequences of sin 

a. Personal  

i. He was willing throw away everything and everyone in order to run from God’s plan of mercy to 

those outside of Israel. (v. 3) 

ii. It was complete selfishness and narrow-mindedness that would mean judgment for an entire city. (v. 

2) 

iii. It would mean judgment and potential death for himself because of his disobedience (vv. 12, 15).  

b. Social 

i. Sin is never an isolated event. 

ii. The sailors were put at great risk because of Jonah’s disobedience. (v. 12) 

iii. The sailors lost a great deal of their livelihood because of the situation (v. 5) 

iv. The sailors were put in a difficult situation: trying to row to land amidst a great storm and determine 

if they should throw Jonah overboard and potentially be guilty of his death (vv. 11-14).  

 

2. The judgment of God 

a. This storm, and the men’s impending doom, was a picture of God’s judgment on Jonah’s disobedience (v. 

12). 

b. This judgment of God also demonstrated His mercy. 

i. God used this storm to awaken the eyes of the sailors to the reality of the Living God. 

ii. God used this storm to stop Jonah from following through with his destructive plans of separating 

himself from God’s presence. 



iii. Even in the midst of ignorance (sailors) or open rebellion (Jonah), God orchestrated the circumstances 

on the boat to demonstrate his judgment and mercy to lead them to repentance and worship. 

 

3. The mercy of God fully displayed in Christ 

a. Jonah – the disobedient prophet 

i. Jonah was disobedient to God’s call. (We are all unable to be perfectly obedient. We are deficient in 

our willingness and ability to obey.) 

ii. He lacked love for the others and despised God’s mercy toward the nations. (We are selfish and 

unable to love unconditionally.) 

iii. On account of Jonah’s sin many others were in danger.  

iv. Jonah sets us up to recognize the need for a prophet greater than himself.  

i. Matthew 12:38-41 

 

b. Jesus – the one true prophet 

i. He was perfectly obedient to God’s call. 

ii. Because of his great love he was willing to give his life for the nations (we are included in that).  

iii. The very reason that God can have mercy on Jonah and the sailors and on us is because Christ was 

perfectly obedient on our behalf.   

iv. Jesus took on our sin, our disobedience, and we are credited with his obedience, his righteousness.  

v. It was in one act of God’s judgment at the cross that allows for his mercy and grace to be applied to 

those who believe.  

 

[Application] It is from the position of receiving mercy and grace that we live in obedience. Christ is our example and the 

power for us to live as those who have been rescued from such a great peril. 

 

Understanding who God is and what He has done should lead us to worship Him, and lovingly follow after Him.  

 

The command to obey and follow after God’s call on our lives is able to be carried out, not because we are good enough, 

but because in Christ we have the motivation and the means to obey.  

 

 

 


