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LEARNING THE JESUS WAY, PART 2 
GOD’S SPIRIT TRANSFORMS THOSE WHO WALK TOGETHER IN THE MIND OF CHRIST 
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The Apostles have received the Word of God, the plan of God and the Spirit of God that they might 
understand the Gospel they are to preach.           1 Cor 2:12 
 

12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things 
freely given us by God. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:6–7 (ESV)   6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of 
the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which 
God decreed before the ages for our glory.  

among the mature: Greek is teleios, having attained the end or purpose, or complete, perfect.  Paul uses the 
Corinthian’s own language: they think they’re wise by having skilled speakers who sound like they have great 
insight AND they are proud of their experiences of ecstasy and “revelations.” teleios was also used of those 
who’d been initiated into the Greek mystery religions thereby gaining privileged knowledge (see 1 Cor 13:1-2)..  

 

The Apostles received from the Spirit the decreed-before-the-ages plan of God (2:7-11) and received the Spirit 
(Pentecost and Apostolic gifting) to understand what was revealed to them (2:12) 

 

This is the ultimate fulfillment of Isaiah’s praiseful prayer in Isaiah 64:1-4. 
 

The Gospel is freely given: no special charges for special knowledge, just the facing of the truth of God in Christ. 
 

 

The things freely given to them the Apostles impart/speak not in instructed-of-men wisdom-words, 
but in instructed-of-the-Spirit (wisdom-words)                             1 Cor 2:13 

 

13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who 
are spiritual. 
 

The Apostles received and now they freely share. The words they use are not mere human fleshly-sourced words, but 
Spirit-instructed words, so they are interpreting/combining for us spiritual (new creation) realities with spiritual (Spirit 
given words [NAS] OR interpreting spiritual realities to spiritual [new creation] people (ESV).    Marginal notes in ESV & 
NAS each give the other option. 

 

Since eternal/born-again/Jesus’ life is the only life that pleases God we now understand, evaluate & 
respond to all by keeping this Spirit-given/flesh-given difference in mind.      1 Cor 2:14-15   

 

14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand 
them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 
 

John 3 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 
and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  
 

The natural person ψυχικὸς δὲ ἄνθρωπος a pertaining–to- this-life person versus ὁ δὲ πνευματικὸς  the pertaining-to-the-

spirit person 
 

2 Corinthians 5:14–17  ESV  14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died 
for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him 



who for their sake died and was raised.  16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 
though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  
 

Not to realize all died with Christ to face either just condemnation or to begin a Jesus’ way resurrection life is 
foolishness (not wisdom).  Those denying all have been judged in Christ will see the cross as folly  (1 Cor 1:23; 2:1) 
 

But the spiritual person (2 Cor 3:12 those who live) now regards/evaluates/thinks of no one without taking into account 
the cross and the new age begun with Christ’s resurrection, ascension and out-poured Spirit. Christ is making his 
own into a new creation (2 Cor 5:17). 
 

William Willimon: paraphrases a Flannery O’Connor gospel insight:  anybody with reasonable success at 
being successful, or even owning a good car, “don’t need no redemption.” [When we don’t see that 
Jesus judged the world, we seek to justify ourselves, make ourselves feel okay about ourselves by most 
anything.  We’ll stand on top of others rather than face that apart from Christ we have no standing at all.] 
 

1 Cor 2:15 the spiritual person judges (examines/discerns) all things  
  

Therefore, we who are spiritual (literally, oida know) understand/regard/evaluate/value/estimate no one according 
to the evaluations of this world (2 Cor 5:16). Even though we once regarded (had come to know perfect active verb) 
Christ according to the flesh we are knowing (present active verb) him thus/in this way no longer. 
 

Therefore we proclaim/boast not in ourselves ( or our church, our morals, our preacher, our personal success and 
worldly standing, but in Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake (2 Cor 4:3-5). 
 

1 Cor 2:15b but the spiritual person… (literally) himself by no one is  judged/examined/called to account 
 

It is Christ (not we) who has the ministry of condemnation, and it is Christ who pardons and rewards.  To 
understand 1 Cor 2:15b read 1 Corinthians 4:1-5.  

 

We who walk the Jesus way together are being transformed into the image of Christ as we embrace 
the cross-walk with one mind and purpose.      1 Corinthians 2:16 

 

16 “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

The Corinthians are judging Paul and judging one another. No human being has the mind to instruct the Lord. But 
the Apostles have been given the mind of Christ by the Spirit of God and by the Word of God the Spirit has given. 
Paul rebukes the Corinthians for still behaving like men and women of the flesh even though they are in Christ (1 
Cor 3:1ff.). This is not how it is to be. 
 

2 Cor 3:17-18    18 And we…beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  

 

Galatians 519:6:1  19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I 
warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there 
is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by 
the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 
another.  6 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit 
of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.  

 
No experts: all of us are followers/priests to one another, restoring one another gently as each begins again to evaluate 

according to the flesh. 
 
Flannery O’Connor: She would have been a good woman if it had been somebody to shoot her every minute of her life. 

from, A Good Man Is Hard to Find 


