
Mark Series: Let the Gospel Tell the Gospel 
 

SATISFIED WITH THE FATHER’S JUDGMENT  
GOSPEL GRACE ENABLES YOU TO TRUST GOD’S PRESENT JUDGMENTS ARE FOR HIS AND YOUR GOOD. 

 

John 18 37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I have been 
born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." 

 

Mark 15 5 But Jesus made no further answer; so Pilate was amazed. 
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Mark 15 1-5 Delivered to be questioned and judged by Pilate  

 

15:1   The chief priests and whole Counsel must for Pilate reinterpret blasphemy as insurrection/treason against the 
Emperor. Thus, Pilate’s question, Are you the King of the Jews. 

Blasphemy: 1/ insulting or showing contempt or lack of reverence for God; claiming the attributes of deity 
Treason: 1/ the betrayal of a trust: TREACHERY; 2/ the offense of attempt by overt acts to overthrow the 

government of the state to which the offender owes allegiance or to kill or injury the sovereign.   
(Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 

 

15:2: King of the Jew?.  You say. Jesus forces Pilate and all to have to consider who he really is and what he has 
come to do.  See John 18:37 and context as well as data from Matthew 27 and Luke 22. 

 

15:3-5  Pilate is amazed at Jesus’ lack of response to the chief priests or to himself who holds power of life or 
hideous death over Jesus. 

 

15:5 He is silent (Isa 53:7)  
 7  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth;  

    Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers,  
    So He did not open His mouth.  

Mark 10:45 
       45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  

 

Mark 15:6-11  Practice makes Prefect: Pilate was prefect (governor/later term was procurator) of Judea from AD 26 
to AD 36 and was described by Philo and Josephus (contemporaries) as not likely the Jewish people and 
rigidly applying Roman authority, sometimes without wisdom and discretion. 

 

15:6-8   Pilate had this custom, perhaps a fitting acknowledgment to the importance of Passover and its 
remembrance of freedom from bondage in Egypt. 

Barabbas is literally, son of Abbas or son of a/the father.  In some manuscripts of Matthew his name is 
said to be Jesus. Note the contrast, if this is true, between the two Jesus and their sonship. The former is a 
son of Cain. The latter is the New Adam. 
 

15:9-11  Pilate uses the term the Chief Priests use of Jesus, but rubs it in their face as well. He reads their motive 
well. But they lead the crowds, some of whom may be disappointed with Jesus as they see him in 
weakness. Barabbas may seem the better hero. 

 

Mark 15:12-15  Scourge and crucify the King! 
 

15:12  Does Pilate think they might ask for Jesus’ release as well? 
 
15:13  But the priests and crowds want him out of the way. They are threatened by his power and place among 

many of the people. 
 
15.14-15  Pilate challenges them, but compromises and capitulates. 



UNDERSTANIDNG AND APPLYING: 
 

ONE: Jesus’ silence shows his trust 
 

John 18:34; Mark 10:45 
 

Jesus is present in the moment, in the shame and soon the pain. 
 

Yet he submits himself to the present judgment of God who is sovereign over all circumstances. 
 

Westminster Confession of Faith VIII—Of Christ the Mediator.   
 

5.  The Lord Jesus, by His perfect obedience, and sacrifice of Himself, which He through the eternal Spirit, once offered 
up unto God, hath fully satisfied the justice of His Father; (Rom. 5:19, Heb. 9:14, 16, Heb. 10:14, Eph. 5:2, Rom. 
3:25–26) and purchased, not only reconciliation, but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for all 
those whom the Father hath given unto Him. (Dan. 9:24, 26, Col. 1:19–20, Eph. 1:11, 14, John 17:2, Heb. 9:12, 15) 

 

TWO: Our complaining magnifies our guilt 
 

We/I are loud/complaining 
 

We/I are(am) guilty 
 

THREE: His giving of himself saves and redeems. 
  

His innocence delivers us; 
as our guilt distorts and blinds us.  
 

He died in place of the hypocritical religionists.  
 

He died in place of the radical fixer, Barabbas, who longed for change, for things to be better than they were.  
 

He'd died for those just getting along, struggling with their own sin and resentments. 
 

Jesus was tried before his fellow Jews for blasphemy and before the Romans for treason.  
We are guilty before God of both. 
 
We may think we are judging him but he will judge us, so learn to look to him and see yourself and your need: 

1 Peter 2:21-25; Hebrews 12:3 
 

FOUR: Our grasping damages/destroys us and others 
 

His silence shouts to us; 
 we blame him, remove him and seek to maintain control. 
 

Pilate  Chief Priests   Crowd   Barabbas 
 

Leaders who won’t change and adapt to keep the church kingdom-centered 
 

Pastors who stay too long or congregations that won’t let go when a pastor leaves. 
 

Parents that won’t let go (trying to live vicariously through their kids success or parenting with something, 
controlling “love”. See C.S. Lewis The Great Divorce where he shows that the greatest things can also 
become the most evil. 

 

You and I in our dying bodies and the other “heat life brings” 
 
Philippians 2:5–8  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in 

the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of 

a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 

by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.   


