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Consuming Desire: Adultery, Idolatry, and Delighting in God 

Part 3: There is a Greater Love 
 
Last week: Sexual immorality is an issue of idolatry. (adultery and idolatry are linked in the Bible) 
Today: Sexual immorality is an issue of false intimacy. (sexual immorality and distorted relationships are linked in the Bible) 
 

Sexual Immorality and our Relationship with God. 1 Corinthians 6:15-20; Ephesians 5:22-32 
1. God gave us marriage as a reflection of our relationship with Him. Gen 2:22-25; Ref. Mt 19:5; Mk 10:7; Eph 5:31 

• God’s design for marriage: LEAVE their parents, CLEAVE (be joined) to one another & WEAVE the two into one. 

• God’s purpose for marriage: to reflect the gospel; a picture of Christ’s love for the church. Eph 5:22-32; Rev 19:7 

• The sexual aspect of a marriage relationship especially reflects the Christian’s spiritual union with God. 1 Cor 6:15-20 

• Paul makes a connection between sexual immorality and our intimacy (close union) with God. He asks three questions: 
-v.15: Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 
-v.16: Do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? (joins to = cleave) 
-v.19: Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit? 

→ Paul calls us to sexual purity by appealing to the Christian’s union with God (not with his wife). v.17 
2. Sexual immorality is a distortion of our relationship with God. 

• God commands and invites us to cleave to Him. “…be joined to…” same word to describe husband/wife as God/us 
-Deut 10:20-21:  You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall serve Him and cling to Him [cleave to Him], and you 

shall swear by His name. He is your praise and He is your God, who has done these great and awesome 
things for you which your eyes have seen. (See also Deut 11:22-24a) 

-Deut 13:4:   You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, 
serve Him and cling to Him [cleave to Him].  

3. Sexual immorality is a form of avoiding relationship with God. 

• Harry Schaumburg’s book False Intimacy: Sexual maturity and spiritual maturity go hand in hand.  

• Our God (Yahweh—the LORD) has given us the parameters for sexual relations. Will I follow Him as my God or not? 

• Sexual immorality is a coping mechanism for when God doesn’t come through for us the way we want. We want 
relationship with God—on our terms. 

 

Sexual Immorality and our Relationship with Others.  
1. Sexual immorality is a distortion of our relationship with others. 

• Porn affects your view of women, of men, of yourself. 

→ Application: In what ways do you use others to get what you want? (E.g., your spouse, child, co-worker, professor)  
2. Sexual immorality is a form of avoiding relationship with others. 

• Sexual immorality is not an attempt to find love, it is a choice to avoid relational pain.  

→ Application: How often do you sense a deep ache and un-met longing? How do you handle this? 

→ Application: In a moment of temptation this week… go to a real person (not a fantasy) and process your heart with them.  
3. Sexual immorality deadens the heart. 

-Hosea 4:10-11: They will eat, but not have enough; they will play the harlot, but not increase, because they have 
stopped giving heed to the LORD. Harlotry, wine and new wine take away the understanding [heart]. 

-Ezekiel 16:30:  “How languishing is your heart,” declares the LORD God, “while you do all these things, the actions 
of a bold-faced harlot.” 

• Biblical examples of distorted relationship & sexual immorality: John 4:7-42, Luke 7:36-50  
 
Homosexuality. Rom 1:24-27 (worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator = distortion of God/others) 

• The church has chosen not to address it Biblically. 

• Homosexuality is a distortion of God’s plan. It is sin. God’s message to the homosexual is the same message He gives 
to all His children: I love you. You cannot have your own way. 

• The ‘Surface, Sensual, Sexual continuum. *Open Hearts Ministry (www.ohmin.org) 

→ Struggling with, being tempted by same-sex attraction does not mean that you’re gay. 

→ What do you do with intense, powerful sexual desires and temptations? SHEPHERD them. 
 

→ All sexual immorality is an issue of false intimacy. 
Hosea 10:12: Sow with a view to righteousness, reap in accordance with kindness; break up your fallow ground, for it is time 
to seek the LORD until He comes to rain righteousness on you. 
 
 
 
“Compassion should never determine our beliefs about homosexuality; it should only determine our response to those who struggle with 
homosexual feelings and behaviors. Compassion should make us gentle and humble in heart when dealing with another’s sin, but truth, as 
found in the Word of God, must determine what we believe, not sympathy.” Harry Schaumburg, False Intimacy (p.53) 


